
 

ITEM: 
 

Consider whether a public utility easement containing ±0.095 acres to Gainesville Regional 

Utilities through a portion of Gainesville to Hawthorne Connector Trail is consistent with the 

Board of Trustees’ Linear Facilities Policy (Lease No. 4749). 
 

LOCATION: 

Alachua County, Section 5, Township 10S, Range 20E 

APPLICANT: 

Gainesville Regional Utilities (Applicant) 

DIVISION OF STATE LANDS STAFF REMARKS: 

The Applicant has requested this proposed easement for the installation and maintenance of 

underground electrical utilities and an above ground transformer. The utilities will provide 

services to the City of Gainesville’s new development project for the City of Gainesville Police 

Department. The request is adjacent to existing Board of Trustees’ Easement No. 32604 issued to 

the City of Gainesville for underground utilities.  

The easement parcel was acquired by the Board of Trustees in 2008 with Florid Forever funding 

for conservation and public recreational purposes. The proposed easement area is currently 

managed by the City of Gainesville Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs as part of the 

Gainesville to Hawthorne Connector Trail under Board of Trustees Lease No. 4749. The City of 

Gainesville is also pursuing a second Board of Trustees easement to cover other development 

within the Trail boundary also associated with adjacent City development.  

The managing agency consented to the proposed easement in a letter dated December 19, 2025.  

In a letter dated April 13, 2026, the Division of Historical Resources stated that the proposed 

undertaking was unlikely to affect historic properties.   

Avoidance: 

There is no other practical alternative to the request. The Trail bisects the City of Gainesville’s 

property.  

Minimizing Impacts: 

The proposed easement is not expected to have any additional impacts on public recreational use, 

public access, or management activities of the Trail. The City of Gainesville has installed a 

bypass around the easement area within land it owns. The Trail will remain open for public use 

during construction activity. There are no known threatened or imperiled plants or wildlife 

species within the proposed easement area.    

Compensation: 

Public Agencies are exempt from easement fees. Pursuant to the Liner Facilities Policy, the 

Applicant will provide to managing agency additional money, land, or services necessary to 

offset the actual adverse impacts to the proposed easement area.   
 

DIVISION OF STATE LANDS STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Approve the easement request. 

 

 



ACQUISITION AND RESTORATION COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION: 

(  ) APPROVE    

(  ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ____________________________________ 

(  ) DEFER 

(  ) WITHDRAW 

(  ) NOT APPROVE 

(  ) OTHER:  _____________________________________________________________ 






















