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Conservation Management Plan  

This management plan form is intended for Board of Trustees leases and subleases 
of conservation properties that are less than 160 acres. It is intended to address 
the requirements of Chapter 253.034, 259.032 and rule 18-2.021.  

A. General Information  

1. Common name of the property: West Jacksonville Greenway Connector, 
commonly known as the Brandy Branch Trailhead. 

2. Lease number: 4750 

3. Acres: 112.59 

4. Name of agency that is managing the property: City of Jacksonville (City) 

5. Provide an executive summary/description of this property that includes a 
brief description of the resources, uses and proposed uses, outstanding 
features etc. 

This is an update to the initial Management Plan, approved September 8, 
2005. Located in western Duval County, north of Interstate 10 and 
approximately three miles east of Baldwin, the property is comprised of 
112.59 acres. The 911 address for the property is 14287 West Beaver Street, 
Jacksonville, FL 32220. Township 2 South, Range 20 and 21 East, Section 
24. Exhibit 1 

An application for acquisition of land was submitted to the Florida Greenways 
and Trails Program by the City on October 23, 2001 and subsequently 
approved for acquisition by the Florida Greenways and Trails Council. The 
initial proposal identified 444 acres of land, containing five parcels owned by 
three individuals: Bostwick (331 acres, 1 parcel), Hawkins (47 acres, 2 
parcels) and Nemours (67 acres, 2 parcels). Two of the ownerships, Hawkins 
and Nemours (114 acres) were included in the Jacksonville-Baldwin Rails to 
Trails Buffer Florida Communities Trust (FCT) August 2001 application, which 
contained 1,417 acres. Unlike the other lands in the FCT proposal, the 
Hawkins and Nemours tracts were not contiguous with the existing 
Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail-Trail but connected to the trail via Jacksonville 
Electric Authority (JEA) lands, which are publically owned. After submitting 
the Hawkins and Nemours parcels with the FCT proposal, the City decided 
that these parcels, together with the addition of the Bostwick tract, were well 
matched to the Greenways and Trails program because they greatly 
strengthened the connection of existing public lands. The parcels were also 
identified in a much larger proposal, known as the Northeast Florida 
Timberlands and Watershed Reserve, submitted in June 2001 to the Florida 
Forever Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC). 
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The City acquired 28 acres, owned by Howard Hawkins, on October 11, 2002 
for $144,638 and 67 acres owned by the Nemours Foundation on October 31, 
2002 for $279,453. The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust 
Fund (Trustees) approved the acquisition of these parcels during two Cabinet 
meetings. The first occurred on September 18, 2003 totaling 95 acres which 
included Nemours A and B (67 acres) and Hawkins 1 (28 acres). The 
Trustees approved the second acquisition, Hawkins 2, on April 4, 2006, it 
included 17.7 acres. The Division of State Lands (DSL) negotiated the 
purchase agreement on behalf of the Trustees for the Office of Greenways 
and Trails (OGT) acquisition project to enhance access to the Florida 
Greenways and Trails System. Utilizing Florida Forever funding, fee simple 
acquisition of the property by the Trustees occurred on January 22, 2004 and 
July 28, 2006 for $515,514. 

The lease was initiated on February 24, 2004, between the Trustees and OGT 
via agreement #4456. The sublease agreement between OGT and the City 
was executed on March 2, 2005. It was amended on June 8, 2007, and 
replaced with direct lease #4750 on December 18, 2015. The City is 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the property. The lease 
expires on February 23, 2054.  Exhibit 2 

Prior to state ownership, the Nemours parcels were undeveloped and heavily 
wooded from at least 1943. The former property manager for the Nemours 
Foundation stated they acquired the property in 1985. Phase 1 ESA revealed 
no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in connection with the 
subject site.  

The 47.51 acre Hawkins parcels were heavily wooded, developed with three 
“camp and lodge style” residential buildings, an oval-shaped, concrete, 
cycling track (velodrome) and associated bleachers, an onsite well and onsite 
septic system with associated drainage field. The residential structures and 
the bleachers have been removed. As indicated by the Phase 1 ESA, the 
Property Record Card and aerial photographs shows the property was 
developed residentially in 1982. It was first listed as a mobile home park by 
Wallace McGregor in at least 1985. Mr. Hawkins said that the residential 
trailers were removed at the time he acquired the property, which was 
around 2000. The Phase 1 ESA revealed no evidence of recognized 
environmental conditions in connection with the subject site.  

The Hawkins 2 parcel is irregularly shaped but resembles a trapezoid with 
389 feet of frontage along the north side of US Highway 90. This parcel 
contains 10.8 acres of uplands and 6.9 acres of wetlands, 2.8 acres are 
located within the boundaries of a Florida Department of Transportation 
(DOT) drainage easement that encumbers a strip along the entire western 
side of the property. The western boundary is also the location of Brandy 
Branch Creek. The terrain is relatively level, with few if any, observable 
topographic relief except within the drainage easement area where ditching 
activities have occurred. According to the National Flood Insurance Rate Map, 
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the property falls within Flood Zone X, an area determined to be outside of 
the 500-year flood plain. 

There are no unique features, such as coral reefs, natural springs, caverns, 
large sinkholes, or virgin timber stand on the property. There are not any 
known archaeological or historical features within the management unit. 
Exhibit 3. The property is not located within or adjacent to an Aquatic 
Preserve or Outstanding Florida Water. Nor is any of the acreage considered 
surplus. 

Future proposed uses include trailhead development to support regional trail 
plans that are planned to cross through this property and connect to the 
Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail Trail to the north and the Cecil Recreational Trail to 
the south. 

6. Attach a map showing the location and boundaries of the property including: 
a) The location and type of structures or improvements currently on the 
property Exhibit 4  

b) The location and type of proposed improvements Exhibit 4 

7. A map showing the proximity of this managed area to other conservation 
areas within 10 miles. Exhibit 5 

8. Please attach a legal description of the property. Exhibit 2 

9. Provide a physical description of the land including a quantitative data 
description of the land which includes an inventory of forest and other 
natural resource, exotic and invasive plants, hydrologic features, 
infrastructure including recreational facilities, and other significant land, 
cultural or historical features. 

The property is located in northeastern Florida, in Duval County. According to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Climatic Data 
Center’s Jacksonville Cecil Field Naval Air Station’s station, the average 
temperature is 68°F. July and August are the warmest months, the average 
summer temperature is 92°F. The warmest months also receive the most 
rain, the average summer precipitation is 21 inches. December and January 
are the coolest months, the average winter temperature is 67°F. May and 
November are typically the driest months, averaging just above two inches of 
precipitation.  

Topography is generally flat and does not have a noticeable slope. According 
to the National Geodetic Survey, the elevation is situated at approximately 
85 feet above the National Geodetic Vertical Datum. 

The Brandy Branch Trailhead site supports three natural vegetative 
communities: wet flatwoods, bottomland forest and strand swamp. Exhibit 6 
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a. Wet Flatwoods (WET FL) – Several portions of the project site 
(approximately 13 acres total) contain WET FL. These areas tend to 
border the Strand Swamp (SS) and Bottomland Forest (BF) communities 
and have relatively flat topography. The vegetation is typically similar to 
that in the SS communities but with fewer to no cypress trees and higher 
presence of saw palmetto and bitter gallberry; these shrubs also tend to 
grow taller in areas of mucky soils. There are also more pitcher-plants 
(Sarracenia spp.) in this community. These communities are typically of 
relatively high quality and have not been timbered in the recent past. 

b. Bottomland Forest (BF) – The wetlands associated with Brandy Branch 
Trailhead in the central portion of the project site are a Bottomland 
Forest (BF) or mixed hardwood wetland (approximately 40 acres). The 
canopy in this community is dominated by hardwoods such as water oak 
(Quercus nigra), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), red maple (Acer 
rubrum), tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora), and swamp bay (Persea 
palustris), with scattered bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), slash pine 
(Pinus elliottii) and pond pine (Pinus serotina). The understory and 
ground cover are variable, and the portion of Brandy Branch within the 
project site has been dredged for improved drainage along Interstate 10. 
The spoil from the channelizing remains as a berm along the eastern 
edge of the creek. This wetland community is of relatively high quality, 
although the edges of the channelized portion have been invaded by 
exotic species such as Chinese tallow-tree (Sapium sebiferum). 

c. Strand Swamp (SS) – The site contains SS or pine/cypress mixed 
wetlands (approximately 52 acres). These areas were originally 
dominated by slash pine, pond pine, and bald cypress with scattered 
hardwoods such as sweetgum, red maple, and water oak. The understory 
and ground cover contain Virginia chainfern (Woodwardia virginica), 
cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea), redroot (Lachnanthes 
caroliniana), sphagnum moss (Sphagnum spp.), and clubmoss 
(Lycopodium spp.). The southeastern corner of the property contains 
approximately 33 acres of more recently timbered wetlands. This area 
has a more sparse canopy and contains exotic species such as Chinese 
tallow-tree and rattle-bush (Sesbania spp.). Routine maintenance and 
supplemental planting could enhance this area. 

According to the St. Johns River Water Management District 2009 Land Use 
Code, the property is composed of wetland forested mixed (code 6300), 
mixed wetland hardwoods (code 6170), pine flatwoods (code 4110), and 
coniferous pine (code 4410). 

Due to the previous residential use of the property, portions of the property 
are ruderal/disturbed. The former use of the property presented an ideal 
location for development of the Trailhead. The parking area will be developed 
in a disturbed area and provides access to the adjacent, environmentally 
sensitive conservation areas.  The trail will mainly be routed along old dirt 
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roads and include a pedestrian bridge crossing of Brandy Branch.  
 
The geology of the property is characterized by the Cypresshead Formation  
which is composed of siliciclastics and occurs only in Florida and eastern 
Georgia. The Cypresshead Formation is a shallow marine, near shore deposit 
equivalent to the Citronelle Formation deltaic sediments and the Miccosukee 
Formation prodeltaic sediments. The Cypresshead Formation consists of 
reddish brown to reddish orange, unconsolidated to poorly consolidated, fine 
to very coarse grained, clean to clayey sands. Cross bedded sands are 
common within the formation. Discoid quartzite pebbles and mica are often 
present. Clay beds are scattered and not areally extensive. In general, the 
Cypresshead Formation in exposure occurs above 100 feet (30 meters) 
above mean sea level (msl). Original fossil material is not present in the 
sediments although poorly preserved molds and casts of mollusks and 
burrow structures are occasionally present. The presence of these fossil 
"ghosts" and trace fossils documents marine influence on deposition of the 
Cypresshead sediments. The permeable sands of the Cypresshead Formation 
form part of the surficial aquifer system. 

The topography is generally flat and does not have a noticeable slope with 
the exception of the area around Brandy Branch that has been channelized 
and dredged in the past for drainage improvements by FDOT.  The spoil from 
the dredging was piled along the eastern edge of the channel, forming an 
approximately 25 foot wide berm that is used as a road to access the 
property. The wetlands on-site have had their hydrology altered/reduced by 
the channelization of Brandy Branch and wetland hydoperiod and 
groundwater table are reduced by the presence of the drainage ditch. 

AEROSTAR completed a Phase I ESA for the Hawkins parcel in May 2006 
because of two empty abandoned fuel oil above ground storage tanks (ASTs) 
and several empty rusted abandoned 55-gallon drums were observed on the 
subject site during the site reconnaissance for the Phase I ESA. No labels 
were visible on the drums. Solid waste including empty paint cans, a gasoline 
can and an automotive battery was observed in the north-central and 
northeast areas of the subject site. There was no evidence of stained soil, 
stressed vegetation, or discernable odors in the vicinity of the solid waste, 
abandoned drums or ASTs. Potential onsite concerns were noted in the Phase 
I ESA from the presence of solid waste debris, 55-gallon drums and 
abandoned fuel oil storage tanks. The presence of fill material from an 
undocumented source in an embankment was also identified as a potential 
onsite concern. The scope of services for a Phase II ESA was prepared on the 
behalf of DSL in June 2006. Based on the Phase I ESA results, AEROSTAR 
conducted the following scope of work: advanced four soil borings, collected 
soil samples from each boring at one-foot intervals to evaluate soil quality, 
field screened the soil samples for volatile compounds using an organic vapor 
analyzer equipped with a flame ionization detector (OVA-FID), collected four 
soil samples for laboratory analyses, installed four temporary monitor wells, 
collected three groundwater samples for laboratory analyses, and prepared a 
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letter report documenting the results of the investigation. Based on the 
results of the field activities and the laboratory analyses, no further 
investigation at the subject site is recommended. The accumulations of solid 
waste debris observed during the Phase I ESA has been removed from the 
site for proper disposal. 

10. A brief description of soil types, attaching USDA maps when available. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation 
Service identifies five soil types within the property boundary. Exhibit 7 

a. Mascotte fine sand (38) and Mascotte-Pelham complex (44) are poorly 
drained, nearly level soils found in flatwoods. The surface is black fine 
sand about five inches thick. The subsurface is gray fine said about 10 
inches thick. The upper part of the subsoil is dark organic stained loamy 
fine sand that is coated with organic matter. The lower part of the subsoil, 
between depths of 28 and 58 inches, is coarsely mottled gray and 
yellowish red sandy clay loam in the upper 18 inches and coarsely mottled 
light gray, strong brown and red fine sandy loam in the lower 12 inches. 
Below this, to a depth of 80 inches, is gray fine sand. 

b. The Pelham fine sands (51) and (82) are poorly drained, level soils found 
in nearly level flats. The surface layer is very dark gray fine sand about 6 
inches thick. The subsurface layer is fine sand about 15 inches thick. It is 
grayish brown in the upper 8 inches and light gray in the lower 7 inches. 
The subsoil is between depths of 21 to 80 inches. It is light brownish gray 
fine sandy loam in the upper 5 inches, light brownish gray sandy clay 
loam in the next 34 inches, and light brownish gray fine sandy loam in the 
lower part. According to the ESA report, under natural conditions this soil 
has a water table at a depth of less than 10 inches for two to four months 
and at a depth of 10 to 30 inches for four to 12 months during most 
years. Permeability is rapid in the upper six inches 

c. The Surrency loamy fine sand (66) is very poorly drained soils that occur 
in nearly level depressions and on flood plains. The surface layer is about 
18 inches thick. It is loamy fine sand in the upper 14 inches and dark 
brown fine sand in the lower 4 inches. The subsurface layer is light 
brownish gray fine sand about 8 inches thick. The subsoil is fine sandy 
loam and occurs between depths of 26 to 70 inches. According to the ESA 
report, under natural conditions this soil has a water table at a depth of 
less than 10 inches or the soil is covered with water for six to 12 months 
during most years. Permeability is rapid in the surface and subsurface 
layers and moderate in the subsoil.  

d. Stockade fine sandy loam (81) is very poorly drained soils found in nearly 
level depressions. The surface layer is black fine sandy loam about 12 
inches thick. The subsoil occurs between depths of 12 to 46 inches and is 
sandy loam. The subsoil is very dark gray in the upper 14 inches and dark 
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gray in the lower 20 inches. According to the ESA, under natural 
conditions this soil has a water table at a depth of less than 10 inches, or 
the soil is covered with water for more than six months during most 
years. Permeability is moderately rapid in the surface layer, moderate to 
moderately rapid in the subsoil, and rapid below.  

11.Is the property adjacent to an aquatic preserve or designated area of critical 
state concern?  

The property is not located within or adjacent to an Aquatic Preserve nor 
designated as an area of critical state concern. 

12.Was the property acquired by a conservation land acquisition program? If 
YES, please identify. 

The property was acquired through the Florida Greenways and Trails Land 
Acquisition Program with Florida Forever funding.  

13.Do any agency-specific statute requirements or legislative/executive 
directives constrain the use of the property? 

There are no legislative or executive directives that constrain the use of the 
property for recreation, conservation and resource protection. All 
development and resource alteration encompassed in this Plan are subject to 
the granting of appropriate permits, easements, licenses and other required 
legal instruments. Approval of this Plan does not constitute an exemption 
from complying with the rules and regulations of the appropriate local, state 
or federal agencies. The City will continue to work with federal, state and 
local partners to assure that management activities are in compliance with 
this document and applicable laws. This Plan is submitted for review to the 
Trustees through the DSL. It is intended to comply with terms of Lease 
#4750, Chapters 253, 259 and 260, F.S., and Chapters 62S-1, 62S-3, 18-2 
and 18-23, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). Furthermore, each planned 
use complies with the State Lands Management Plan, Guidelines and 
Activities. Management continues to follow best management practices for 
development and resource protection. As with all developments on state 
owned lands, the procedures outlined by the “List of ARC/Division of State 
Lands, Approved & Potentially Approved Interim Management Activities” will 
be followed. As mandated by Section 259.037, F.S., the property is included 
in the Annual Report to the Land Management Uniform Accounting Council 
(LMUAC) and management will provide data for inclusion in the report. If an 
interagency team conducts a LMR, the City will consider the findings and 
recommendations when updating this Plan.  

There are not any concessions at the property. Proposals for concessions will 
be employed on a case by case basis and have the potential to enhance the 
property. Relevant factors to be considered in the evaluation shall include 
those specified in subsection 18-2.018(1), F.A.C. and local ordinances.  
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Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 191 of the City’s Municipal Code, 
permits may be required for special events. Pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 741, there is a zero tolerance for litter, this shall include signs 
affixed to public property with consent of the property owner. Violations of 
local ordinances are punishable by law. In an addition to local law 
enforcement authority, pursuant to Chapter 68, F.S., laws may be enforced 
by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). Management 
may establish additional conditions needed for the safe operation of the 
facilities. 

Gopher tortoises are a threatened wildlife species and are also protected by 
state law, Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C. As mandated by Section 259.032(11)(d), 
F.S., the managing agency will use the proceeds of any timber sales to pay 
for management activities.  

14.Are the any reservations or encumbrances on the property? Yes. 

The lease compels the City to defend the Trustees’ property against any 
potential liens or encumbrances. At the time of the acquisition, the 
aforementioned 125 foot-wide DOT drainage easement located along the 
western side of the Hawkins 2 parcel. Also, a 24 foot-wide utility easement, 
encumbering 0.87 acres, in favor of the Florida Power and Light Company is 
collocated within and on the eastern edge of the drainage easement. These 
were known to the Trustees and not deemed as an impediment to the 
establishment and use of the property. 

There have not been any reservation or encumbrances since the acquisition. 
Any future easement requests will be coordinated through DSL. Any 
application to use state land which would result in significant adverse impact 
to state land or associated resources shall not be approved unless the 
applicant demonstrates there is no other alternative and proposes 
compensation or mitigation acceptable to the Trustees pursuant to paragraph 
18-2.020, F.A.C. Pursuant to paragraph 18-2.018(2)(c), F.A.C., any 
requested use of state land which has been acquired for conservation and 
recreation, shall be consistent with the original specified purpose for 
acquiring such land. Applicants applying for an easement across state land 
which is managed for the conservation and protection of natural resources, 
shall be required to provide net positive benefit as defined in subsection 18-
2.017(38), F.A.C. If granted, these easements will have conditions for 
resource protection and to protect the safety and quality of the visitor’s 
recreational experience.  

B. Natural and Cultural  

15. Are there any archeological or historical sites on this property?  

The Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources (DHR) was 
contacted during the development of this Plan. They reviewed the Florida 
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Master Site File (FMSF) and the National Register of Historic Places. The 
FMSF determined that there are not any known archaeological or historical 
features within the management unit. Exhibit 3 

A Resource Group that includes a single set of railroad tracks, known as the 
Seaboard Air Line Railroad (8DU17729), is located on the south side of US 
90/SR 10/West Beaver Street, which is across the street from this 
management unit and traverses Pope Duval Park. According to the FMSF 
Report, on April 7, 2010, the Florida State Historic Preservation Office 
determined that portions of the Resource Group maintain its integrity and is 
eligible under Criteria A for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
This section of rail was initially constructed in 1860 by the Florida, Atlantic, 
and Gulf Railroad. It was the first railroad in Jacksonville. It connected 60 
miles west to Alligator City (modern Lake City). 

A) Although there are not any known resources within the management unit, 
the City understands that the management of cultural resources is often 
complicated because these resources are irreplaceable and extremely 
vulnerable to disturbances. As part of responsible management required by 
state and federal laws, land managers and those involved in the decision-
making process should be aware of the types of archaeological, cultural and 
historical resources in their stewardship and should be knowledgeable of the 
best management practices for these sites. The advice of historical and 
archaeological experts is required in this effort.  

Pursuant to Chapter 267, F.S., all ground disturbing activities will be 
coordinated with the DHR. DHR approval must be obtained before taking any 
actions, such as development or site improvements, that could affect or 
disturb the cultural resources on state lands. Actions that require permits or 
approval from DHR include development, site excavations or surveys, 
disturbances of sites or structures, any proposed rehabilitation, restoration or 
demolition of structures 50 or more years old, disturbances of the substrate 
and any other actions that may affect the integrity of cultural resources. 
Management will follow the “Management Procedures for Archaeological and 
Historical Sites and Properties on State Owned or Controlled Lands” and 
adhere to the “Guidelines for Ground Disturbing Activities.” Unless specifically 
authorized by DHR, the use of metal detectors, magnetometers or other 
metal detecting devices is prohibited. Additionally, if discovered, Chapter 
872, F.S., will be adhered to and all human burials and human skeletal 
remains will be accorded equal treatment and respect. Management will 
continue to coordinate with DHR at the Florida Department of State, R.A. 
Gray Building, MS-8, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250; (850) 245-6312. 

B) Please describe the actions the agency plans to take to locate and identify 
unknown resources such as surveys of unknown archeological or historical 
sites.  

Although no extensive survey efforts are planned, if the opportunity to 
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conduct surveys arises, Jacksonville is interested in working with the State, 
the Florida Public Archaeology Network, Universities or other experts and will 
coordinate efforts with DHR. Likewise, if any archaeological or historic sites 
are identified, the resource shall be assessed in consultation with DHR. The 
determination of whether future improvements, which would be located at 
previously disturbed areas, have the potential to affect cultural resources is 
an ongoing process that would occur during the planning stages of every 
project. The policy is to preserve cultural, historical and archaeological 
resources and avoid any adverse effects wherever possible or mitigate 
unavoidable impacts. The desire is to always protect resources and to 
incorporate accurate information into educational materials that could foster 
the visiting public’s understanding of prehistoric and historic cultures of the 
area. Management will continue to monitor the property for evidence of 
subsurface excavation by non-permitted individuals. 

16.Are there any buildings on the property that are fifty or more years old?  

No  

17. Please identify natural resources on the property that are listed in the Florida 
Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI):  

The Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) was contacted during the 
development of this Plan. They identified two mapped element occurrences, 
the federally endangered Ambystoma cingulatum (Frosted Flatwoods 
Salamander) and Ursus americanus floridanus (Florida Black Bear), in the 
vicinity of the property. Exhibit 8 

18. Are any imperiled natural communities, unique natural features, or any State 
and federally listed endangered or threatened plant or animal species, on 
site? If YES, please provide a specific description of how you plan to identify, 
locate, protect and preserve these species. 

In 2010, management confirmed the on-site presence of Gopherus 
polyphermus (Gopher Tortoise) and the Sciurus niger shermani (Sherman’s 
Fox Squirrel). Both species are very rare in Florida or found in a restricted 
range or vulnerable to extinction from other factors. The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) lists the latter as a Species of 
Special Concern. Management will work with partners to document, monitor 
and to improve the habitat of known and potential species. 

19. Please identify the water resources including swamps, marshes or other 
wetlands, on the property including the water quality classification for each 
water body and if the water body has been designated “Outstanding Florida 
Waters.”  

The land within the property boundary is generally flat with the exception of 
the area around Brandy Branch, which is located between the Hawkins 1 and 
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2 parcels. Prior to state ownership, the stream was channelized and dredged 
to improve drainage along Interstate 10. The spoil from the dredging was 
stockpiled along the eastern edge of the channel, forming an approximately 
25-foot-wide berm that will be used as part of the trail system. Today, the 
berm is used by staff for maintenance. Brandy Branch is not designated an 
Outstanding Florida Water. The property contains Strand Swamp (SS) or 
pine/cypress mixed wetlands (approximately 52 acres) and Bottomland 
Forest (BF) or mixed hardwood wetland (approximately 40 acres). These 
communities are described in the Natural Area Resource Inventory section.  

20. There are not any known mineral resources, such as oil, gas and phosphates, 
or any unique natural features, such as coral reefs, beaches, dunes, natural 
springs, caverns, large sinkholes, virgin timber stands, scenic vistas, or 
outstanding native landscapes containing relatively unaltered flora, fauna, 
and geological features on site.  

21. Are there fish or wildlife resources (both game and non-game) on the 
property?  

The wetland communities associated with Brandy Branch provide potential 
habitat for numerous wildlife species, as described below and referenced by 
FNAI (Exhibit 8). 

Scientific Name Species Name Habitat 
 

Amphibians   
Ambystoma cingulatum Flatwoods 

salamander 
Wet flatwoods 

Reptiles   
Alligator 
mississippiensis 

American alligator Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Clemmys guttata Spotted turtle Wet flatwoods 
Crotalus adamanteus Eastern 

diamondback 
rattlesnake 

Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Crotalus horridus Canebrake 
rattlesnake 

Bottomland forest 

Drymarchon corais 
couperi 

Eastern indigo 
snake 

Wet flatwoods 

Gopherus polyphermus  Gopher Tortoise Bottomland forest 
Birds   
Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s hawk Bottomland forest, wet 

flatwoods, strand swamp 
Ardea alba Great egret Bottomland forest, strand 

swamp 
Egretta caerulea Little blue heron Strand swamp 
Egretta thula Snowy egret Strand swamp 
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Egretta tricolor Tricolored heron Strand swamp 
Elanoides forficatus Swallow-tailed kite Wet flatwoods, strand 

swamp 
Eudocimus albus White ibis Strand swamp 
Falco columbarius Merlin Bottomland forest, wet 

flatwoods, strand swamp 
Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Bald eagle Wet flatwoods 

Mycteria americana Wood stork Wet flatwoods, strand 
swamp 

Nyctanassa violacea Yellow-crowned 
night-heron 

Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Nycticorax Black-crowned 
night-heron 

Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Pandion haliaetus Osprey Wet flatwoods, strand 
swamp 

Picoides villosus Hairy woodpecker Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Plegadis falcinellus Glossy ibis Strand swamp 
Mammals   
Corynorhinus 
rafinesquii 

Rafinesque’s big-
eared bat 

Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods 

Mustela frenata 
olivacea 

Southeastern 
weasel 

Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Sciurus niger shermani  Sherman’s Fox 
Squirrel 

Bottomland forest, wet 
flatwoods, strand swamp 

Ursus americanus 
floridanus 

Florida Black Bear Pine plantation, mesic and 
wet flatwoods, dome and 
basin swamp 

C. Use of the Property  
22. Please provide a statement of the purpose for which the lands were acquired, 

the projected use or uses as defined in s. 253.034, and the statutory 
authority you have for such uses.  

The West Jacksonville Greenway Connector project was submitted to the 
Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT) on October 23, 2001. The proposal 
originated from Preservation Project Jacksonville and was part of the 
Jacksonville Greenway Plan that was adopted in 2001. As proposed, the 
acquisition was for 444 acres, of which 112.59 acres have been acquired. 
The first acquisition occurred on January 22, 2004. In 2014, OGT solicited 
acquisition project sponsors to submit an acquisition application if any of the 
parcels initially proposed for acquisition should continue to be pursued. OGT 
did not receive an updated application. Therefore, the remaining Bostwick 
parcel, approximately 331 acres, is not being pursued through OGTs Land 
Acquisition program but it is within the Northeast Florida Timberlands and 
Wetlands Reserve Florida Forever project boundary. For the purpose of this 
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management unit, there is not any acreage that remains to be acquired. 

The project functions as part of the growing north-south forested connector 
between Cary State Forest to the north and Jennings State Forest to the 
south, thereby increasing access to the Florida Greenways and Trails System 
(FGTS). The FGTS is made up of existing, planned and conceptual non-
motorized trails and ecological greenways that form a connected, integrated 
statewide network. The FGTS serves as a green infrastructure plan for 
Florida, tying together the greenways and trails plans and planning activities 
of communities, agencies and non-profit organizations throughout Florida. 
The recreational activities proposed for this management unit are hiking, 
bicycling, horseback riding and nature trails/study. Ultimately, the trails will 
extend from the management unit, through Jacksonville Electric Authority 
(JEA) lands, to the Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail Trail. As proposed, the trails, 
trailhead facilities, parking and interpretative signage were envisioned to be 
complete within five years of acquiring the land. Budget shortfalls have 
impacted development to date.  However, the necessary easement through 
the JEA property is currently being processed in 2026 which will make the 
trail project eligible for funding. The existing and planned uses of the 
property are consistent with the purpose of the acquisition. 

The State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) guides the 
development of a diverse, balanced, statewide outdoor recreation system 
toward meeting current and future needs. It provides the framework for a 
statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation planning and implementation 
process. Trails and greenways are fundamental components of Florida’s 
outdoor recreation and transportation systems. This Plan complies with 
SCORP by providing resource based outdoor recreation and by enhancing 
environmentally degraded areas to a more functional condition, through 
exotic species control and maintenance.  

23. Please state the desired outcome for this property, and key management 
activities necessary to achieve the desired outcome, including public access. 

All future facilities will be designed and constructed using best management 
practices to avoid impacts to renewable or nonrenewable resources and to 
mitigate those which cannot be avoided. All federal, state and local permit 
and regulatory requirements are met by the final design of these projects. 

Carrying capacity is an estimate of the number of users a recreation resource 
or facility can accommodate and still provide a high-quality recreational 
experience and preserve the natural values of the site. The methodology 
employed for determining carrying capacity is a long-established technique 
developed and used by the DEP Division of Recreation and Parks, known as 
the “Visitor Carrying Capacity Guidelines.” This methodology considers the 
type of recreational activity, then suggests standardized multipliers for these 
activities based on [1] area requirements, [2] visitors per group, and [3] 
turnover rate per day. 
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Brandy Branch Trailhead is intended to serve as a trailhead for a future trail 
that will connect the Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail Trail and potentially Cary State 
Forest at the north end to the Cecil Recreation Trail and eventually Jennings 
State Forest at the south end.  Therefore, the carrying capacity takes into 
account the trail mileage it will support and the location of existing nearby 
trailheads along same trail network. 

Existing Use and Optimum Carrying Capacity 

 Existing 
Capacity 

Proposed 
Additional 
Capacity 

Estimated 
Optimum 
Capacity 

Activity/Facility One 
Time 

Daily One 
Time 

Daily One 
Time 

Daily 

Hiking/Biking   20 40 20 40 

Horseback Riding   12 12 12 12 

Total 0 0 30 52 30 52 

A few local citizens have expressed interest in renovating and reopening the 
velodrome for public use.  In order to consider this option, a thorough 
investigation would need to be conducted to identify what repairs are needed 
and safety enhancements that would be required.  Also, improved access to 
the facility as well as parking and support facilities would also be necessary 
to make it a viable option. 

Key management activities necessary to achieve the desired outcomes 
include: 

• Resource protection and enhancement;  
• Exotic species monitoring and control; 
• Routine grounds maintenance and care; 
• Facility development, maintenance and care; 
• Establishing public use. 

24. Please state the single or multiple uses currently made of the property and if 
the property is single use, please provide an analysis of its potential for 
multiple-use.  

Management utilizes a single use management approach. Current uses 
include exotics control and protection of sensitive environmental features. 
Management will continue using strategies to protect and enhance the 
natural communities and features and work to establish public recreational 
use. Due to the small acreage, there is no potential for multiple uses.  
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25. Were multiple uses considered but not adopted? If YES, please describe why.  

Due to the nature of the project and the small acreage, there is no potential 
for multiple uses. 

26. Please provide an analysis of the potential use of private land managers to 
facilitate the restoration or management of these lands.  

If the opportunity arises, management may seek ways to contract with 
private vendors to provide services that are better handled in a market 
economy; however, these services would never be allowed to weaken safety 
considerations or compromise the protection of resources. Pursuant to 
paragraph 18-2.018(2)(i), F.A.C., equitable compensation shall be required 
when the use generates income or revenue for a private user. Any 
outsourcing, such as contracting with the private sector or partnerships with 
volunteers, will be made on a case-by-case basis. Relevant factors to be 
considered in the evaluation shall include those specified in subsection 18-
2.018(1), F.A.C. and local codes. The State will review any third-party 
agreements. 

27. Please provide an analysis of the potential of the property to generate 
revenues to enhance the management of the property. 

Due to the nature of the project, there is no potential to generate significant 
revenues. Once open, the property could serve as a destination for a larger 
community event or tour that would offer economic benefits to the 
community and region. 

28. Describe the projected, current and recent past uses of the property, and 
any unauthorized uses, if known.  

Much of the eastern Nemours parcel was used as pine plantation.  The timber 
was cut and planted again for revenue before being purchased by the City 
and State. It is estimated that the timber on the eastern Nemours parcel was 
cut in 1999. 

The Hawkins parcels were under private ownership and used as a residence, 
small RV park and recreation venue. The remnants of an old RV park 
included an old bathroom and drainfield, gravel parking lot, possible fruit 
stand, structure that used to cover a well, abandoned drain and water pipes, 
old drain fields, a velodrome and debris. With the exception of the 
velodrome, the debris and abandoned structures have been removed.  

Brandy Branch Trailhead is intended to serve as a trailhead for a future trail 
that will connect the Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail Trail at the north end to the 
Cecil Recreation Trail and eventually Jennings State Forest at the south end.  
Future facilities will include parking, restroom and picnic shelter to support 
hikers, bicyclists and horseback riders.  
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29. Do the planned uses impact renewable and non-renewable resources on the 
property? If YES, please describe what specific activities will be taken to 
protect or enhance and conserve those resources and to 
compensate/mitigate the damage that is caused by the impacting use. 

Due to the previous residential use of the property, portions of the property 
are ruderal/disturbed. The former use of the property presented an ideal 
location for development of the Trailhead. The parking area will be developed 
in a disturbed area and provides access to the adjacent, environmentally 
sensitive conservation areas.  The trail will mainly be routed along old dirt 
roads and include a pedestrian bridge crossing of Brandy Branch. 

30. Should any parcels of land within or adjacent to the property be purchased 
because they are essential to management of the property? 

There are no additional parcels identified for acquisition. 

31. Are there any portions of this property no longer needed?  

There are no surplus lands associated with this management unit. 

32. Please describe what public uses and public access that would be consistent 
with the purpose for which this property was acquired.  

Brandy Branch Trailhead was acquired with the intent to serve as a trailhead 
for a future trail that will connect the Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail Trail at the 
north end to the Cecil Recreation Trail and eventually Jennings State Forest 
at the south end.  Future facilities will include parking, restroom and picnic 
shelter to support hikers, bicyclists and horseback riders. 
 

33. Assess the feasibility of managing the lands >40 contiguous acres as a 
recipient site for gopher tortoises consistent with rules of the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, as prepared by the agency or 
cooperatively with a Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission wildlife 
biologist. 
 
The City has assessed the feasibility of establishing a gopher tortoise 
recipient site at this site, but the park does not meet the habitat eligibility 
requirements due to excessive canopy cover and poorly drained soils. 
 

34. Economic feasibility of establishing a gopher tortoise recipient site, including 
the initial cost, recurring management costs and the revenue projections. 
 
Not applicable as this site does not meet habitat eligibility requirements. 

D. Management Activities  
35. If more than one agency manages this property, describe the management 

responsibilities of each agency and how such responsibilities will be 
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coordinated. 

Not applicable. 

36. Please discuss management needs and problems on the property including 
conservation of soil and water resources and control and prevention of soil 
erosion and water and soil contamination.  

While the majority of the site has been removed of former structures and 
trash, there still remains some debris and trash from previous land uses that 
needs to be cleaned up.  In addition, the main access road to the velodrome 
area contains a culvert that failed and was replaced in 2014. The road and 
parking area was further stabilized in 2026. 

37. Identify adjacent land uses that will conflict with the planned use of this 
property, if any.  

Not applicable. 

38. Please describe measures used to prevent/control invasive, non-native 
plants. 

Since acquisition in 2002, the property has been treated for invasive, non-
native plants on three occasions and is now considered to be at maintenance 
level.  Staff has and will continue to monitor for new occurrences and 
schedule follow-up treatments, as needed.  The next treatment is planned for 
FY 26/27. 

Being in a developing residential area there are occasional occurrences of 
stray cats and dogs. Animal ordinances are defined in Chapter 462 of the 
Municipal Code. Animal Care and Protective Services enforces city ordinances 
and state laws relating to domestic animals. Assistance with nuisance wildlife 
is provided by FWC.  

39. As required by Chapter 253.034, please describe the public or local 
government involvement/participation in the development of this plan. 
Please provide the location and date of this public hearing. Please provide a 
meeting summary/minutes as an appendix.  

In accordance with Section 259.032(10)(b), due to the size of the property, 
an Advisory Group was not established. The City held a public hearing on 
August 21, 2026 at the Ed Ball Building, 214 N. Hogan Street, Jacksonville.  
No one attended the meeting.  Proof of public notice is included in Exhibit 9. 

40. If an arthropod control plan has been established for this property, please 
includes it as an attachment. If one does not exist, provide a statement as to 
what arrangement exists between the local mosquito control district and the 
managing agency. 
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An arthropod control plan has not been established for the Brandy Branch 
Trailhead. The City’s Mosquito Control Division of the Environmental 
Resource Management Department is responsible for all activities in the City 
of Jacksonville relating to the control of mosquitoes. For this property, the 
Division only performs spraying upon request.  The city generally does not 
spray for mosquitoes on conservation lands unless there is a public health 
emergency related to mosquito-borne diseases.  If this action is deemed 
necessary for this property, all pesticides used by Mosquito Control are EPA 
registered and considered safe for the environment. Equipment is carefully 
and regularly checked to make sure the appropriate amount is being applied. 
All supervisors and technicians are certified by the State of Florida for 
mosquito control. 

41. Management Goals – not all are applicable to this property. Write N/A where 
appropriate. Also, please add as many goals, objectives, and measures as 
you wish. 

Core Objectives Measure 
Timeframe 

2 yrs = Short term 

10 yrs = Long Term 

Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 1: Habitat 
Restoration/ 
Improvement through 
prescribed fire  

Prescribed fire is not 
implemented on this 
management unit. 

  

Prescribe burn 0 acres per 
year N/A   

Maintain 0 acres per year 
within target fire return 
internal 

N/A    

Conduct habitat/natural 
community improvement 
on 40 acres 

Mechanical 
underbrush of 40 

acres to reduce fuel 
loads 

Long term 

Expense 

$15,000 

Personnel 

$0 

Conduct habitat/natural 
community restoration 
activities on 0 acres. 

N/A   

Conduct timber harvest for 
the purposes of habitat 
restoration on 0 acres 

N/A    
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 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 2: Public Access 
and Recreational 
Opportunities 

This site is currently 
undeveloped.   

Maintain public access and 
recreational opportunities 
to allow for a recreational 
carrying capacity of 0 
visitors per day. This is the 
optimal daily carrying 
capacity. 

N/A   

Develop additional public 
access and recreational 
opportunities to allow for a 
carrying capacity of 52 
visitors/day 

52 additional visitor 
opportunities/day Long term 

Expense 

$1,000,000 

Personnel 

$20,000/year 
for maintenance 

Continue to provide 0 
interpretive/education 
program.  

N/A   

Develop 0 new 
interpretive/education 
programs 
 

0 interpretive/ 
education programs  

Note: interpretive 
information will be 

provided via a kiosk. 

Long term 

Expense 

$2500 

Personnel 

$0 

 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 3: Hydrological 
Preservation and 
Restoration 

   

Conduct or obtain a site 
assessment/study to 
identify potential 
hydrology restoration 

Assessment 
conducted? - No Long term 

Expense 

$25,000 

Personnel 
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needs $0 

Restore natural hydrologic 
condition and functions to 
TBD acres on site 

# acres that require 
restoration to be 

determined 
Long term TBD 

 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 4: Sustainable 
Forest Management    

Prepare & implement a 
silviculture management 
plan including 
reforestation, harvesting, 
prescribed burning, 
restoration, and timber 
stand improvement 
activities and goals. 

N/A   

Develop and implement a 
process for conducting 
stand descriptions and 
forest inventory including 
a GIS database containing 
forest stands, roads & 
other attributes (including 
but not limited to: 
threatened & endangered 
species, archeological 
resources, exotic species 
locations, historical areas) 

N/A   

 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 5: Exotic and 
Invasive Species 
Maintenance and 
Control 
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Annually treat 5 acres of 
EPPC Category 1 and 
Category II invasive exotic 
plant species 

5 acres treated 
annually Short term 

Expense 

$4500 

Personnel 

$0 

Implement control 
measures on 2 exotic and 
nuisance animal species  

2 nuisance and 
exotic species for 

which control 
measures are 
implemented 

Short term 

Expense 

$0 

Personnel 

$500/year 

 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 6: Capital Facilities 
and Infrastructure 

This site is currently 
undeveloped.   

To maintain 0 facility, 0.25 
mile of road, and 0 mile of 
trail existing on site (Note: 
a Trailhead and amenities 
is considered as one 
facility) 

0 facility, 0.25 mile 
road, and 0 mile of 

trail maintained 
Short term 

Expense 

$2000/year 

Personnel 

$0 

To construct 1 facilities. 0 
miles of roads, and 1 miles 
of trails 

1 facilities, 0 miles 
roads, 1 mile trails 

constructed 
Long term 

Expense 

$1,000,000 

Personnel 

$0 

To improve or repair 0 
facilities. 0.25 miles of 
roads, and 0 miles of trails 
existing on site 

0 facilities, 0.25 mile 
roads, 0 miles trails 
improved or repaired 

Short term 

Expense 

$10,000 

Personnel 

$0 

 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 7: Cultural and 
Historical Resources 

There are no known 
sites in this 
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management unit. 

Ensure all known sites are 
recorded with the Division 
of Historical Resources 
(DHR), Florida Master Site 
File (FMSF) 

N/A    

0# of sites identified for 
monitoring, as needed 
send updates to FMSF 

N/A   

Bring 0# of 0# recorded 
sites/cultural resources 
into good condition 

N/A   

 Measure Timeframe 
Expense and 
Manpower 

Budget 

Goal 8: Imperiled 
Species Habitat 
Maintenance, 
Enhancement, 
Restoration, and 
Population Restoration 

   

Develop baseline imperiled 
species occurrence 
inventory list 

Baseline imperiled 
species occurrence 

inventory list 
complete? - Yes 

  

Develop monitoring 
protocols for all imperiled 
species 

2 imperiled species 
for which monitoring 

protocols are 
developed 

  

Implement monitoring 
protocols for all imperiled 
species 

2 Species for which 
monitoring is 

ongoing 
Short term 

Expense 

$0 

Personnel 

$500/year 

[If applicable, provide 
additional measurable 
objectives(s) for new or 
ongoing species-specific 

N/A   
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management activities for 
each of the priority species 
such as population 
augmentation, 
translocations, nest box 
projects, etc.] 

 
42. Costs: Annual budgets are adopted by the City Council.  There are variations 

to the annual budgets and sometimes it is necessary for the City to pass a 
Resolutions pertaining to budget adjustments, these are typically due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Activity Estimated 
Cost 

Cost Effective Methods 

Resource Management $3500/year 
+ $40,000 

Regular maintenance, exotic species 
treatment, native plantings, etc. 

Administration, 
Support, Law 
Enforcement 

$10,000/year City staff inspects and patrols the 
facility. As needed, they 
recommend improvements related 
to safety, aesthetics, functionality 
and more complex maintenance 
issues.  

Recreation Visitor 
Services 

$5,000/year Visitor information is provided by 
the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Community 
Services. 

Capital Improvements $1,000,000 Utilize a competitive bid process for 
contractors. 

 
43. A finding regarding whether each planned use conforms to the appropriate 

policies and guidelines of the State Lands Management Plan is required. The 
Plan can be found at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/oes/slmp.pdf, by 
writing to the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
Division of State Lands, Office of Environmental Services, 3900 
Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 140, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
3000, or by calling (850) 245-2784.  

Does this plan conform to the State Lands Management Plan? Yes 

44. Contact person(s) and address:  

City of Jacksonville 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services 
Attention: Brian Burket, Waterfront Project Manager 
214 North Hogan Street, 4th Floor, Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
BBurket@coj.net  
(904) 255-7935 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/oes/slmp.pdf
mailto:BBurket@coj.net
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45. Date Management Plan prepared: August 25, 2026 

 
 
Please send this completed form and attachments to: 
 
james.parker@dep.state.fl.us, Or  
to: Division of State Lands 
D.E.P. M.S. 140 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Tallahassee Fl. 32399-3000 
850-245-3045 

mailto:james.parker@dep.state.fl.us
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Archaeological and Historical Features 

  



SiteID Type Site Name Address Additional Info SHPO Eval NR Status
DU17729 RG Seaboard Airline Railway Jacksonville Linear Resource Eligible

AR=0
SS=0
CM=0
RG=1
BR=0
Total=1

Cultural Resource Roster

Page 1 of 1

Created:  6/24/2026Florida Master Site File 
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Soils
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placement. The maps do not show the small areas of contrasting
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Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map
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Source of Map:  Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Coordinate System:  Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)
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Survey Area Data:  Version 8, Dec 13, 2013

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 1:50,000
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Map Unit Legend

Duval County, Florida (FL031)

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

38 Mascotte fine sand, 0 to 2
percent slopes

5.3 4.7%

44 Mascotte-Pelham complex, 0 to
2 percent slopes

4.8 4.3%

51 Pelham fine sand, 0 to 2 percent
slopes

18.4 16.5%

66 Surrency loamy fine sand,
depressional, 0 to 2 percent
slopes

44.9 40.3%

81 Stockade fine sandy loam,
depressional, 0 to 2 percent
slopes

18.9 17.0%

82 Pelham fine sand,
depressional, 0 to 2 percent
slopes

19.2 17.2%

Totals for Area of Interest 111.4 100.0%

Soil Map—Duval County, Florida West Jacksonville Greenway
Connector Sublease #4456-01

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

7/21/2014
Page 3 of 3
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Tracking Florida’s Biodiversity 

June 29, 2026 
 
 
Brian Burket 
City of Jacksonville 
214 N. Hogan Street, 4th Floor 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
 
Dear Mr. Burket, 
 
Thank you for requesting information from the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).  At your 
request we have produced the following report for your project area. 
 
The purpose of this Standard Data Report is to provide objective scientific information on natural 
resources located in the vicinity of a site of interest, in order to inform those involved in project 
planning and evaluation.  This Report makes no determination of the suitability of a proposed project 
for this location, or the potential impacts of the project on natural resources in the area.  
 
Project: Brandy Branch Trailhead 

Date Received: 6/23/2026 

Location: Duval County 
 
Element Occurrences 
A search of our maps and database indicates that we currently have a couple of element occurrences 
mapped in the vicinity of the study area (see enclosed map and element occurrence table).  Please 
be advised that a lack of element occurrences in the FNAI database is not a sufficient indication of 
the absence of rare or endangered species on a site.  
 
The element occurrences data layer includes occurrences of rare species and natural communities.  The 
map legend indicates that some element occurrences occur in the general vicinity of the label point.  This 
may be due to lack of precision of the source data, or an element that occurs over an extended area (such 
as a wide ranging species or large natural community).  For animals and plants, element occurrences 
generally refer to more than a casual sighting; they usually indicate a viable population of the species. Note 
that some element occurrences represent historically documented observations which may no longer be 
extant. Extirpated element occurrences will be marked with an ‘X’ following the occurrence label on the 
enclosed map. 
 
Likely and Potential Rare Species 
In addition to documented occurrences, other rare species and natural communities may be identified 
on or near the site based on habitat models and species range models (see enclosed Biodiversity 
Matrix Report).  These species should be taken into consideration in field surveys, land management, 
and impact avoidance and mitigation. 
 
FNAI habitat models indicate areas, which based on land cover type, offer suitable habitat for one or more 
rare species that is known to occur in the vicinity.  Habitat models have been developed for approximately 
300 of the rarest species tracked by the Inventory, including all federally listed species. 
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FNAI species range models indicate areas that are within the known or predicted range of a species, based 
on climate variables, soils, vegetation, and/or slope.  Species range models have been developed for 
approximately 340 species, including all federally listed species. 
 
The FNAI Biodiversity Matrix Geodatabase compiles Documented, Likely, and Potential species and natural 
communities for each square mile Matrix Unit statewide. 
 
CLIP 
The enclosed map shows natural resource conservation priorities based on the Critical Lands and 
Waters Identification Project.  CLIP is based on many of the same natural resource data developed 
for the Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment, but provides an overall picture of 
conservation priorities across different resource categories, including biodiversity, landscapes, 
surface waters, and aggregated CLIP priorities (that combine the individual resource categories).  
CLIP is also based primarily on remote sensed data and is not intended to be the definitive authority 
on natural resources on a site. 
 
For more information on CLIP, visit https://www.fnai.org/services/clip. 
 
Managed Areas 
Portions of the site appear to be located within the Brandy Branch Trail Head, managed by the City of 
Jacksonville. 
 
The Managed Areas data layer shows public and privately managed conservation lands throughout the 
state.  Federal, state, local, and privately managed conservation lands are included.   
 
Land Acquisition Projects 
This site appears to be located within the Northeast Florida Timberlands and Watershed Reserve 
Florida Forever BOT Project, which is part of the State of Florida’s Conservation and Recreation 
Lands land acquisition program. For more information on this Florida Forever Project, contact the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands or visit  
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever. 
 
Florida Forever Board of Trustees (BOT) projects are proposed and acquired through the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands.  The state has no specific land 
management authority over these lands until they are purchased. 
 
The Inventory always recommends that professionals familiar with Florida’s flora and fauna conduct a 
site-specific survey to determine the current presence or absence of rare, threatened, or endangered 
species. 
 
Please visit www.fnai.org/species-communities/tracking-main for county or statewide element 
occurrence distributions and links to more element information. 
 
The database maintained by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory is the single most comprehensive 
source of information available on the locations of rare species and other significant ecological 
resources.  However, the data are not always based on comprehensive or site-specific field surveys.  
Therefore this information should not be regarded as a final statement on the biological resources of 
the site being considered, nor should it be substituted for on-site surveys.  Inventory data are 
designed for the purposes of conservation planning and scientific research, and are not intended for 
use as the primary criteria for regulatory decisions. 
 
Information provided by this database may not be published without prior written notification to the 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory, and the Inventory must be credited as an information source in these 
publications.  The maps contain sensitive environmental information, please do not distribute 
or publish without prior consent from FNAI.  FNAI data may not be resold for profit.   

https://www.fnai.org/services/clip
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever
http://www.fnai.org/species-communities/tracking-main
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Thank you for your use of FNAI services. If I can be of further assistance, please contact me at (850) 
224-8207 or at kbrinegar@fnai.fsu.edu. 
 
Sincerely, 

Kerri Brinegar 
Kerri Brinegar 
GIS / Data Services 
 
Encl 
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Map Label Scientific Name Common Name
Global
Rank

State
Rank

Federal
Status

State
Listing

Observation
Date Description EO Comments

Brandy Branch Trailhead
FNAI ELEMENT OCCURRENCE REPORT on or near

1018 Thomasville Road
Suite 200-C
Tallahassee, FL  32303
(850) 224-8207
www.fnai.org

Ambystoma cingulatum Frosted Flatwoods 
Salamander

1993-03-16: dense, unburned 
Pinus elliottii plantations of 
varying ages (U93PAL02FLUS).

A single adult-sized specimen was 
collected in 1982 (S82WHISMFLUS). A 
1993 survey of 3 wetlands detected no 
flatwoods salamanders despite promising 
habitat (U93PAL02FLUS).

AMBYCING*3 G1 S1 T FT 1982-02-20

Ursus americanus floridanusFlorida Black Bear Large area of pine plantation, 
mesic and wet flatwoods, and 
dome and basin swamps; Largely 
private commercial timberland, 
nurseries, and small 
neighborhoods; public lands are 
dominated by pine plantation but 
also have flatwoods interspersed 
with dome swamps and patches 
of scrub; Large area of sand pine 
and oak scrub, mesic flatwoods, 
sandhill, depression marshes and 
hardwood swamps, pine 
plantation; regular harvesting of 
sand pine (U05SIM01FLUS).

2002: 1,025-1,539 bears estimated in the 
primary ranges in the Ocala-St. John's 
region. Part of a larger population that 
includes Okefenokee Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuge in Georgia 
(U05SIM01FLUS). 2014: 1,198 bears 
estimated in the Ocala-St. John's region 
and 495 estimated in the Osceola region 
(A16HUM01FLUS). 2016: polygons 
created to show where bears are 
considered 'Abundant' and 'Common' 
(U16FWC01FLUS) Primary is the 
FWC-designated core area that represents 
breeding range and contains documented 
evidence of reproduction or female bears 
within available habitat, and Secondary is 
the FWC-designated area where bears 
occur within available habitat but outside 
primary bear range (evidence of bears 
without documented evidence of 
reproduction) (U12FWC02FLUS, 
U05SIM01FLUS). These boundaries are 
based on decades of bear observations, 
roadkill distribution, nuisance bear 
locations, and bear research projects. For 
detailed location data contact the FWC.

URSUFLOR*95 G5T4 S4 N N 2020-11-19
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory
Biodiversity Matrix Report

1018 Thomasville Road 
Suite 200-C
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 224-8207
www.fnai.org

34525Matrix Unit ID:
Documented

Ursus americanus floridanus Florida Black Bear G5T4 S4 N N

Likely
Antigone canadensis pratensis Florida Sandhill Crane G5T2 S2 N ST
Mesic flatwoods G4 S4 N N

Potential
Agrimonia incisa incised groove-bur G3G4 S2 N T
Ambystoma cingulatum Frosted Flatwoods Salamander G2 S1 T FT
Asclepias viridula Southern milkweed G2 S2 N T
Balduina atropurpurea purple honeycomb-head G2 S1 UR E
Calopogon multiflorus many-flowered grass-pink G2G3 S2S3 N T
Calydorea caelestina Bartram's ixia G2G3 S2S3 N E
Ctenium floridanum Florida toothache grass G2 S2 N E
Drymarchon couperi Eastern Indigo Snake G3 S2? T FT
Dryobates borealis Red-cockaded Woodpecker G3 S2 T FT
Gopherus polyphemus Gopher Tortoise G3 S3 N ST
Hartwrightia floridana Florida hartwrightia G2G3 S2S3 UR T
Lithobates capito Gopher Frog G2G3 S3 UR N
Matelea floridana Florida spiny-pod G2 S2 N E
Notophthalmus perstriatus Striped Newt G2G3 S2 N ST
Orbexilum virgatum pineland scurfpea G1 S1 N E
Peucaea aestivalis Bachman's Sparrow G3 S3 N N
Pycnanthemum floridanum Florida mountain-mint G3 S3 N T
Rudbeckia nitida St. John's blackeyed susan G3 S2 N E
Sciurus niger niger Southeastern Fox Squirrel G5T5 S3 N N
Sideroxylon alachuense silver buckthorn G1 S1 N E
Uvularia floridana Florida merrybells G3 S2 N E
Verbesina heterophylla variable-leaf crownbeard G2 S2 N E

34526Matrix Unit ID:
Documented

Ursus americanus floridanus Florida Black Bear G5T4 S4 N N

Likely
Antigone canadensis pratensis Florida Sandhill Crane G5T2 S2 N ST
Mesic flatwoods G4 S4 N N

Potential
Agrimonia incisa incised groove-bur G3G4 S2 N T
Ambystoma cingulatum Frosted Flatwoods Salamander G2 S1 T FT
Asclepias viridula Southern milkweed G2 S2 N T
Balduina atropurpurea purple honeycomb-head G2 S1 UR E
Calopogon multiflorus many-flowered grass-pink G2G3 S2S3 N T
Calydorea caelestina Bartram's ixia G2G3 S2S3 N E
Ctenium floridanum Florida toothache grass G2 S2 N E

Page 1 of 306/29/2026

Documented - Rare species and natural communities documented on or near this site.
Documented-Historic - Rare species and natural communities documented, but not observed/reported within the last twenty years.
Likely - Rare species and natural communities likely to occur on this site based on suitable habitat and/or known occurrences in the vicinity.
Potential - This site lies within the known or predicted range of the species listed.

Definitions:
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory
Biodiversity Matrix Report

1018 Thomasville Road 
Suite 200-C
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 224-8207
www.fnai.org

Drymarchon couperi Eastern Indigo Snake G3 S2? T FT
Dryobates borealis Red-cockaded Woodpecker G3 S2 T FT
Gopherus polyphemus Gopher Tortoise G3 S3 N ST
Hartwrightia floridana Florida hartwrightia G2G3 S2S3 UR T
Linum westii West's flax G1G2 S1S2 UR E
Lithobates capito Gopher Frog G2G3 S3 UR N
Litsea aestivalis pondspice G3 S2 N E
Matelea floridana Florida spiny-pod G2 S2 N E
Notophthalmus perstriatus Striped Newt G2G3 S2 N ST
Orbexilum virgatum pineland scurfpea G1 S1 N E
Peucaea aestivalis Bachman's Sparrow G3 S3 N N
Pycnanthemum floridanum Florida mountain-mint G3 S3 N T
Rudbeckia nitida St. John's blackeyed susan G3 S2 N E
Sciurus niger niger Southeastern Fox Squirrel G5T5 S3 N N
Sideroxylon alachuense silver buckthorn G1 S1 N E
Uvularia floridana Florida merrybells G3 S2 N E
Verbesina heterophylla variable-leaf crownbeard G2 S2 N E

34850Matrix Unit ID:
Documented

Ursus americanus floridanus Florida Black Bear G5T4 S4 N N

Likely
Antigone canadensis pratensis Florida Sandhill Crane G5T2 S2 N ST
Mesic flatwoods G4 S4 N N

Potential
Agrimonia incisa incised groove-bur G3G4 S2 N T
Ambystoma cingulatum Frosted Flatwoods Salamander G2 S1 T FT
Asclepias viridula Southern milkweed G2 S2 N T
Balduina atropurpurea purple honeycomb-head G2 S1 UR E
Calopogon multiflorus many-flowered grass-pink G2G3 S2S3 N T
Calydorea caelestina Bartram's ixia G2G3 S2S3 N E
Corynorhinus rafinesquii Rafinesque's Big-eared Bat G3G4 S1 N N
Ctenium floridanum Florida toothache grass G2 S2 N E
Drymarchon couperi Eastern Indigo Snake G3 S2? T FT
Dryobates borealis Red-cockaded Woodpecker G3 S2 T FT
Gopherus polyphemus Gopher Tortoise G3 S3 N ST
Hartwrightia floridana Florida hartwrightia G2G3 S2S3 UR T
Linum westii West's flax G1G2 S1S2 UR E
Lithobates capito Gopher Frog G2G3 S3 UR N
Litsea aestivalis pondspice G3 S2 N E
Matelea floridana Florida spiny-pod G2 S2 N E
Notophthalmus perstriatus Striped Newt G2G3 S2 N ST
Peucaea aestivalis Bachman's Sparrow G3 S3 N N
Pycnanthemum floridanum Florida mountain-mint G3 S3 N T
Rudbeckia nitida St. John's blackeyed susan G3 S2 N E
Sciurus niger niger Southeastern Fox Squirrel G5T5 S3 N N
Sideroxylon alachuense silver buckthorn G1 S1 N E

Page 2 of 306/29/2026

Documented - Rare species and natural communities documented on or near this site.
Documented-Historic - Rare species and natural communities documented, but not observed/reported within the last twenty years.
Likely - Rare species and natural communities likely to occur on this site based on suitable habitat and/or known occurrences in the vicinity.
Potential - This site lies within the known or predicted range of the species listed.

Definitions:



Scientific Name Common Name
Global 
Rank

State 
Rank

Federal
Status

State 
Listing

Florida Natural Areas Inventory
Biodiversity Matrix Report

1018 Thomasville Road 
Suite 200-C
Tallahassee, FL 32303
(850) 224-8207
www.fnai.org

Uvularia floridana Florida merrybells G3 S2 N E
Verbesina heterophylla variable-leaf crownbeard G2 S2 N E

Page 3 of 306/29/2026

Documented - Rare species and natural communities documented on or near this site.
Documented-Historic - Rare species and natural communities documented, but not observed/reported within the last twenty years.
Likely - Rare species and natural communities likely to occur on this site based on suitable habitat and/or known occurrences in the vicinity.
Potential - This site lies within the known or predicted range of the species listed.

Definitions:



Elements and Element Occurrences  

An element is any exemplary or rare component of the natural environment, such as a species, natural community, 
bird rookery, spring, sinkhole, cave, or other ecological feature. 
 
An element occurrence (EO) is an area of land and/or water in which a species or natural community is, or was, 
present. An EO should have practical conservation value for the Element as evidenced by potential continued (or 
historical) presence and/or regular recurrence at a given location.  
 

Element Ranking and Legal Status 

Using a ranking system developed by NatureServe and the Natural Heritage Program Network, the Florida Natural 
Areas Inventory assigns two ranks for each element.  The global rank is based on an element's worldwide status; the 
state rank is based on the status of the element in Florida. Element ranks are based on many factors, the most 
important ones being estimated number of Element Occurrences (EOs), estimated abundance (number of individuals 
for species; area for natural communities), geographic range, estimated number of adequately protected EOs, relative 
threat of destruction, and ecological fragility. 
 
 
FNAI GLOBAL ELEMENT RANK 
 
G1  =   Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) or 
because of extreme vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor.  
G2  =   Imperiled globally because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or because of 
vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor.  
G3  =   Either very rare and local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 individuals) or found 
locally in a restricted range or vulnerable to extinction from other factors.  
G4  =   Apparently secure globally (may be rare in parts of range). 
G5  =   Demonstrably secure globally. 
GH  =   Of historical occurrence throughout its range, may be rediscovered (e.g., ivory-billed woodpecker). 
GX  =   Believed to be extinct throughout range. 
GXC  =   Extirpated from the wild but still known from captivity or cultivation. 
G#?  =   Tentative rank (e.g., G2?). 
G#G#  =   Range of rank; insufficient data to assign specific global rank (e.g., G2G3). 
G#T#  =   Rank of a taxonomic subgroup such as a subspecies or variety; the G portion of the rank refers to the 
entire species and the T portion refers to the specific subgroup; numbers have same definition as above (e.g., G3T1). 
G#Q  =   Rank of questionable species - ranked as species but questionable whether it is species or subspecies; 
numbers have same definition as above (e.g., G2Q). 
G#T#Q  =   Same as above, but validity as subspecies or variety is questioned. 
GU  =   Unrankable; due to a lack of information no rank or range can be assigned (e.g., GUT2). 
GNA  =   Ranking is not applicable because the element is not a suitable target for conservation (e.g. a hybrid 
species).  
GNR  =   Element not yet ranked (temporary). 
GNRTNR  =   Neither the element nor the taxonomic subgroup has yet been ranked.  
 
 
FNAI STATE ELEMENT RANK 
 
S1  =   Critically imperiled in Florida because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) 
or because of extreme vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor. 
S2  =   Imperiled in Florida because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or because of 
vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor. 
S3  =   Either very rare and local in Florida (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 individuals) or found locally in a 
restricted range or vulnerable to extinction from other factors. 
S4  =   Apparently secure in Florida (may be rare in parts of range).  
S5  =   Demonstrably secure in Florida. 
SH  =   Of historical occurrence in Florida, possibly extirpated, but may be rediscovered (e.g., ivory-billed 
woodpecker).  
SX  =   Believed to be extirpated throughout Florida. 
SU  =   Unrankable; due to a lack of information no rank or range can be assigned.  
SNA  =   State ranking is not applicable because the element is not a suitable target for conservation (e.g. a hybrid 
species).  
SNR  =   Element not yet ranked (temporary).    
 



FEDERAL LEGAL STATUS 
 
Legal status information provided by FNAI for information only.  For official definitions and lists of protected species, 
consult the relevant federal agency. 
 
Definitions derived from U.S. Endangered Species Act of 1973, Sec. 3. Note that the federal status given by FNAI 
refers only to Florida populations and that federal status may differ elsewhere.  
 
C  =   Candidate species for which federal listing agencies have sufficient information on biological vulnerability and 
threats to support proposing to list the species as Endangered or Threatened.  
E  =   Endangered: species in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.  
E, T  =   Species currently listed endangered in a portion of its range but only listed as threatened in other areas 
E, PDL  =   Species currently listed endangered but has been proposed for delisting. 
E, PT  =   Species currently listed endangered but has been proposed for listing as threatened. 
E, XN  =   Species currently listed endangered but tracked population is a non-essential experimental population.  
T  =   Threatened: species likely to become Endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range.  
PE = Species proposed for listing as endangered. 
PS = - An infraspecific taxon or population has federal status but the entire species does not - status is in only a 
portion of the species range. 
PT = Species proposed for listing as threatened. 
SAT  =   Treated as threatened due to similarity of appearance to a species which is federally listed such that 
enforcement personnel have difficulty in attempting to differentiate between the listed and unlisted species. 
SC  =   Not currently listed, but considered a “species of concern” to USFWS.  
DL  =   Delisted. 
UR  =   Under review. 
 
STATE LEGAL STATUS 
 
Provided by FNAI for information only.  For official definitions and lists of protected species, consult the relevant state 
agency. 
 
 
Animals:  Definitions derived from “Florida’s Endangered Species and Species of Special Concern, Official Lists” 
published by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 1 August 1997, and subsequent updates.  
  
C = Candidate for listing at the Federal level by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
FE  =   Listed as Endangered Species at the Federal level by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
FT  =   Listed as Threatened Species at the Federal level by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
FXN  =   Federal listed as an experimental population in Florida 
FT(S/A)  =   Federal Threatened due to similarity of appearance 
ST  =   State population listed as Threatened by the FFWCC.  Defined as a species, subspecies, or isolated population 
which is acutely vulnerable to environmental alteration, declining in number at a rapid rate, or whose range or habitat 
is decreasing in area at a rapid rate and as a consequence is destined or very likely to become an endangered species 
within the foreseeable future. 
SSC  =   Listed as Species of Special Concern by the FFWCC.  Defined as a population which warrants special 
protection, recognition, or consideration because it has an inherent significant vulnerability to habitat modification, 
environmental alteration, human disturbance, or substantial human exploitation which, in the foreseeable future, may 
result in its becoming a threatened species.  (SSC* for Pandion haliaetus (Osprey) indicates that this status applies in 
Monroe county only.) 
N  =   Not currently listed, nor currently being considered for listing. 
 
 
Plants:  Definitions derived from Sections 581.011, 581.185 and 581.185(2), Florida Statutes, and the Preservation 
of Native Flora of Florida Act, 5B-40.001. FNAI does not track all state-regulated plant species; for a complete list of 
state-regulated plant species, call Florida Division of Plant Industry, 352-372-3505 or see: 
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.asp?Chapter=5B-40. 
 
E  =   Endangered: species of plants native to Florida that are in imminent danger of extinction within the state, the 
survival of which is unlikely if the causes of a decline in the number of plants continue; includes all species determined 
to be endangered or threatened pursuant to the U.S. Endangered Species Act. 
T  =   Threatened: species native to the state that are in rapid decline in the number of plants within the state, but 
which have not so decreased in number as to cause them to be Endangered. 
CE  =   Commercially exploited: species native to the state which are subject to being removed in significant numbers 
from native habitats in the state and sold or transported for sale. 
N  =   Not currently listed, nor currently being considered for listing. 



 
Element Occurrence Ranking 
 
FNAI ranks of quality of the element occurrence in terms of its viability (EORANK).  Viability is estimated using a 
combination of factors that contribute to continued survival of the element at the location. Among these are the size of 
the EO, general condition of the EO at the site, and the conditions of the landscape surrounding the EO (e.g. an 
immediate threat to an EO by local development pressure could lower an EO rank). 
 
A  =  Excellent estimated viability 
A?  =  Possibly excellent estimated viability 
AB  =  Excellent or good estimated viability 
AC  =  Excellent, good, or fair estimated viability 
B  =   Good estimated viability 
B?  =   Possibly good estimated viability 
BC  =   Good or fair estimated viability 
BD  =   Good, fair, or poor estimated viability 
C  =   Fair estimated viability 
C?  =   Possibly fair estimated viability 
CD  =   Fair or poor estimated viability 
D  =   Poor estimated viability 
D?  =   Possibly poor estimated viability 
E  =   Verified extant (viability not assessed) 
F  =   Failed to find 
H  =   Historical 
NR  =  Not ranked, a placeholder when an EO is not (yet) ranked. 
U  =   Unrankable 
X  =   Extirpated 
 
*For additional detail on the above ranks see: http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/eorankguide.htm 
 
FNAI also uses the following EO ranks:  
 
H?  =   Possibly historical 
F?  =   Possibly failed to find 
X?  =   Possibly extirpated 
 
The following offers further explanation of the H and X ranks as they are used by FNAI: 
 
The rank of H is used when there is a lack of recent field information verifying the continued existence of an EO, such 
as (a) when an EO is based only on historical collections data; or (b) when an EO was ranked A, B, C, D, or E at one 
time and is later, without field survey work, considered to be possibly extirpated due to general habitat loss or 
degradation of the environment in the area.  This definition of the H rank is dependent on an interpretation of what 
constitutes "recent" field information. Generally, if there is no known survey of an EO within the last 20 to 40 years, it 
should be assigned an H rank.  While these time frames represent suggested maximum limits, the actual time period 
for historical EOs may vary according to the biology of the element and the specific landscape context of each 
occurrence (including anthropogenic alteration of the environment).  Thus, an H rank may be assigned to an EO before 
the maximum time frames have lapsed. Occurrences that have not been surveyed for periods exceeding these time 
frames should not be ranked A, B, C, or D.  The higher maximum limit for plants and communities (i.e., ranging from 
20 to 40 years) is based upon the assumption that occurrences of these elements generally have the potential to 
persist at a given location for longer periods of time. This greater potential is a reflection of plant biology and 
community dynamics. However, landscape factors must also be considered. Thus, areas with more anthropogenic 
impacts on the environment (e.g., development) will be at the lower end of the range, and less-impacted areas will be 
at the higher end.   
 
The rank of X is assigned to EOs for which there is documented destruction of habitat or environment, or persuasive 
evidence of eradication based on adequate survey (i.e., thorough or repeated survey efforts by one or more 
experienced observers at times and under conditions appropriate for the Element at that location). 

http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/eorankguide.htm
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Note: Summary includes all documented and likely species occurrence records currently in the FNAI database.
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Using a ranking system developed by NatureServe and the Natural Heritage Program Network, the Florida Natural Areas Inventory assigns 
two ranks for each element.  The global rank is based on an element's worldwide status; the state rank is based on the status of the element 
in Florida. Element ranks are based on many factors, the most important ones being estimated number of Element Occurrences (EOs), 
estimated abundance (number of individuals for species; area for natural communities), geographic range, estimated number of adequately 
protected EOs, relative threat of destruction, and ecological fragility.

FNAI GLOBAL ELEMENT RANK

G1  =   Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) or because of extreme 
vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor. 
G2  =   Imperiled globally because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or because of vulnerability to extinction due to 
some natural or man-made factor. 
G3  =   Either very rare and local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 individuals) or found locally in a restricted 
range or vulnerable to extinction from other factors. 
G4  =   Apparently secure globally (may be rare in parts of range).
G5  =   Demonstrably secure globally.
GH  =   Of historical occurrence throughout its range, may be rediscovered (e.g., ivory-billed woodpecker).
GX  =   Believed to be extinct throughout range.
GXC  =   Extirpated from the wild but still known from captivity or cultivation.
G#?  =   Tentative rank (e.g., G2?).
G#G#  =   Range of rank; insufficient data to assign specific global rank (e.g., G2G3).
G#T#  =   Rank of a taxonomic subgroup such as a subspecies or variety; the G portion of the rank refers to the entire species and the T 
portion refers to the specific subgroup; numbers have same definition as above (e.g., G3T1).
G#Q  =   Rank of questionable species - ranked as species but questionable whether it is species or subspecies; numbers have same 
definition as above (e.g., G2Q).
G#T#Q  =   Same as above, but validity as subspecies or variety is questioned.
GU  =   Unrankable; due to a lack of information no rank or range can be assigned (e.g., GUT2).
GNA  =   Ranking is not applicable because the element is not a suitable target for conservation (e.g. a hybrid species). 
GNR  =   Element not yet ranked (temporary).
GNRTNR  =   Neither the element nor the taxonomic subgroup has yet been ranked. 

FNAI STATE ELEMENT RANK

S1  =   Critically imperiled in Florida because of extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or less than 1000 individuals) or because of extreme 
vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or man-made factor.
S2  =   Imperiled in Florida because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or less than 3000 individuals) or because of vulnerability to extinction due 
to some natural or man-made factor.
S3  =   Either very rare and local in Florida (21-100 occurrences or less than 10,000 individuals) or found locally in a restricted range or 
vulnerable to extinction from other factors.
S4  =   Apparently secure in Florida (may be rare in parts of range). 
S5  =   Demonstrably secure in Florida.
SH  =   Of historical occurrence in Florida, possibly extirpated, but may be rediscovered (e.g., ivory-billed woodpecker). 
SX  =   Believed to be extirpated throughout Florida.
SU  =   Unrankable; due to a lack of information no rank or range can be assigned. 
SNA  =   State ranking is not applicable because the element is not a suitable target for conservation (e.g. a hybrid species). 
SNR  =   Element not yet ranked (temporary).   

FEDERAL LEGAL STATUS
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Note: Summary includes all documented and likely species occurrence records currently in the FNAI database.
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Legal status information provided by FNAI for information only.  For official definitions and lists of protected species, consult the relevant 
federal agency.

Definitions derived from U.S. Endangered Species Act of 1973, Sec. 3. Note that the federal status given by FNAI refers only to Florida 
populations and that federal status may differ elsewhere. 

C  =   Candidate species for which federal listing agencies have sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to support 
proposing to list the species as Endangered or Threatened. 
LE  =   Endangered: species in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 
LE, LT  =   Species currently listed endangered in a portion of its range but only listed as threatened in other areas
LE, PDL  =   Species currently listed endangered but has been proposed for delisting.
LE, PT  =   Species currently listed endangered but has been proposed for listing as threatened.
LE, XN  =   Species currently listed endangered but tracked population is a non-essential experimental population. 
LT  =   Threatened: species likely to become Endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 
SAT  =   Treated as threatened due to similarity of appearance to a species which is federally listed such that enforcement personnel have 
difficulty in attempting to differentiate between the listed and unlisted species.
SC  =   Not currently listed, but considered a “species of concern” to USFWS. 

STATE LEGAL STATUS

Provided by FNAI for information only.  For official definitions and lists of protected species, consult the relevant state agency.

Animals:  Definitions derived from “Florida’s Endangered Species and Species of Special Concern, Official Lists” published by Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 1 August 1997, and subsequent updates. 

FE  =   Listed as Endangered Species at the Federal level by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
FT  =   Listed as Threatened Species at the Federal level by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
F(XN)  =   Federal listed as an experimental population in Florida
FT(S/A)  =   Federal Threatened due to similarity of appearance
ST  =   State population listed as Threatened by the FFWCC.  Defined as a species, subspecies, or isolated population which is acutely 
vulnerable to environmental alteration, declining in number at a rapid rate, or whose range or habitat is decreasing in area at a rapid rate and 
as a consequence is destined or very likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future.  (ST* for Ursus americanus 
floridanus (Florida black bear) indicates that this status does not apply in Baker and Columbia counties and in the Apalachicola National 
Forest.  ST* for Neovison vison pop.1 (Southern mink, South Florida population) indicates that this status applies to the Everglades 
population only.)
SSC  =   Listed as Species of Special Concern by the FFWCC.  Defined as a population which warrants special protection, recognition, or 
consideration because it has an inherent significant vulnerability to habitat modification, environmental alteration, human disturbance, or 
substantial human exploitation which, in the foreseeable future, may result in its becoming a threatened species.  (SSC* indicates that a 
species has SSC status only in selected portions of its range in Florida.  SSC* for Pandion haliaetus (Osprey) indicates that this status 
applies in Monroe county only.)
N  =   Not currently listed, nor currently being considered for listing.
 

Plants:  Definitions derived from Sections 581.011 and 581.185(2), Florida Statutes, and the Preservation of Native Flora of Florida Act, 
5B-40.001. FNAI does not track all state-regulated plant species; for a complete list of state-regulated plant species, call Florida Division of 
Plant Industry, 352-372-3505 or see: http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/.

LE  =   Endangered: species of plants native to Florida that are in imminent danger of extinction within the state, the survival of which is 
unlikely if the causes of a decline in the number of plants continue; includes all species determined to be endangered or threatened pursuant 
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to the U.S. Endangered Species Act.
LT  =   Threatened: species native to the state that are in rapid decline in the number of plants within the state, but which have not so 
decreased in number as to cause them to be Endangered.
N  =   Not currently listed, nor currently being considered for listing.
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Notice & Public Hearing Summary 



PROOF OF PUBLICATION
DUVAL COUNTY

Seal Notary Public, State of Florida

Sworn to and subscribed before me this  13th day of
August,  2026 by Nichol Stringer who is personally
known to me.

Nichol Stringer

STATE OF FLORIDA,

S.S.

COUNTY OF DUVAL,

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared
Nichol Stringer, who on oath says that she is the
Publisher's Representative of the JACKSONVILLE
DAILY RECORD, a weekly newspaper published at
Jacksonville, in Duval County, Florida; that the
attached copy of advertisement, being a
Notice

in the matter of Draft Management Plans - Brandy
Branch Trailhead and Bert Maxwell Boat Ramp

in the  Court, was published in said newspaper by print
in the issues of 8/13/26.

Affiant further says that the JACKSONVILLE DAILY
RECORD complies with all legal requirements for
publication in Chapter 50, Florida Statutes.

*This notice was published on both
jaxdailyrecord.com and floridapublicnotices.com.
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