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2013 Florida Statutes

161.58 Vehicular traffic on coastal beaches.—
(1) Vehicular traffic, except that which is necessary for cleanup, repair, or public safety, and except for

 traffic upon authorized local or state dune crossovers, is prohibited on the dunes or native stabilizing

 vegetation of the dune system of coastal beaches. Except as otherwise provided in this section, any person

 driving any vehicle on, over, or across any dune or native stabilizing vegetation of the dune system shall be

 guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(2) Vehicular traffic, except that which is necessary for cleanup, repair, or public safety, or for the

 purpose of maintaining existing licensed and permitted traditional commercial fishing activities or existing

 authorized public accessways, is prohibited on coastal beaches except where a local government with

 jurisdiction over a coastal beach or portions of a coastal beach has:

(a) Authorized such traffic, by at least a three-fifths vote of its governing body, on all or portions of the

 beaches under its jurisdiction prior to the effective date of this act; and

(b) Determined, by October 1, 1989, in accordance with the rules of the department, that less than 50

 percent of the peak user demand for off-beach parking is available. However, the requirements and

 department rulemaking authority provided in this paragraph shall not apply to counties that have adopted,

 prior to January 1, 1988, unified countywide beach regulations pursuant to a county home rule charter.

(3) A local government authorizing such vehicular traffic on all or portions of its beaches pursuant to

 subsection (2) may later prohibit, by a vote of at least three-fifths of its governing body, such vehicular

 traffic on all or portions of the beaches under its jurisdiction. Any such local government shall be authorized

 by a three-fifths vote of its governing body to charge a reasonable fee for vehicular traffic access. The

 revenues from any such fees shall be used only for beach maintenance; beach-related traffic management

 and parking; beach-related law enforcement and liability insurance; or beach-related sanitation, lifeguard,

 or other staff purposes. Except where authorized by the local government, any person driving any vehicle on,

 over, or across the beach shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

 775.082 or s. 775.083.

History.—s. 36, ch. 85-55; s. 5, ch. 86-191; s. 23, ch. 87-224; s. 2, ch. 88-106; s. 2, ch. 89-249.
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