Collected History of
Apalachicola River
Land Projects in CARL,
P-2000 and Florida Forever

Intended as a Quick-Reference Tool to
Issues relating to ACF water-use policies



Table of Contents for Apalachicola River Land-Conservation Projects
from late 1980s to today, as found in OCULUS

Apalachicola Bay 1991 e Interim 2010 Page 196
2011 Page 202
e 1991 Page 5 © 20 age 20
e 2012 Page 208
Apalachicola River and Bay 1988 — 1990 e 2013 Page 214
e 2014 Page 220
e 1988 Page 15
e 1989 Page 23 Gadsden Glades Addition to Apalachicola River
e 1990 Page 31 1988 — 1990
Apalachicola River 1993 - 2014 e 1988 Page 227
1993 p 40 e 1989 Page 230
[ ]
age o 1990 Page 233
e 1994 Page 44
e 1995 Page 51 Lower Apalachicola 1988 - 1991
1996 Page 59
* 1097 Page s o 1988 Page 237
[ ]
Loo8 Page o o 1989 Page 241
[ ]
age o 1990 Page 244
e 1999 Page 74
e 2000 Page 83 St. Joseph Bay Buffer Preserve 1990 — 2005
e Interim 2000 Page 90
2001 Page 92 e 1990 Page 248
[}
7002 ; & - e 1991 Page 252
° age
2003 Page 107 © 1992 Page 256
[ ]
_ & e 1993 Page 259
e Interim 2003 Page 115
e 1994 Page 262
e 2004 Page 118
) e 1995 Page 267
o Interim 2004 Page 124
e 1996 Page 270
e 2005 Page 130
. e 1997 Page 273
e Interim 2005 Page 136
e 1998 Page 276
e 2006 Page 142
. e 1999 Page 279
o Interim 2006 Page 148
e 2000 Page 282
e 2007 Page 154
. e 2001 Page 285
e Interim 2007 Page 160
e 2002 Page 288
e 2008 Page 166
Interim 2008 Page 172 © 2008 Page 291
[ ]
' & e 2004 Page 295
e 2009 Page 178
e Interim 2009 Page 184 St. Joe Timberlands 2003 - 2014
e 2010 Page 190

e Interim 2000 Page 298



e Interim 2003 Page 300

e 2004 Page 302
e 2005 Page 305
e Interim 2005 Page 308
e 2006 Page 311
e Interim 2006 Page 314
e 2007 Page 317
e Interim 2007 Page 321
e 2008 Page 325
e Interim 2008 Page 329
e 2009 Page 333
e Interim 2009 Page 337
e 2010 Page 341
e Interim 2010 Page 345
e 2011 Page 349
e 2012 Page 253
e 2013 Page 357
e 2014 Page 361
Tate’s Hell 1992 - 2003
o 1992 Page 366
e 1993 Page 369
e 1994 Page 372
e 1995 Page 375
e 1996 Page 379
o 1997 Page 383
e 1998 Page 387
e 1999 Page 391
e 2000 Page 395
e 2001 Page 399
e 2002 Page 403

e 2003 Page 407



Apalachicola Bay



#15 APAILACHICOLA BAY Franklin County

Acreage Value

Funds Expended Remaining
Acquired Remaining or Encumbered Tax Value

9,587% 4,280 $ 4,493,406% S 5,355,440

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURFOSE
Qualifies for State acquisition under both the "Envirormentally Endangered
lands (EEL)" category, and the "Other Lands" category as defined in Section
18-8.003 of the Florida Administrative Code. Public acquisition would
mwldemeasedmect;mtothemtexsofnpaladumlaaay,vdudlisa
National Estuarine Research Reserve, a State Aquatic Preserve, a Special
Waters category Outstanding Florida Water, and a designated Area of Critical
State Concern.

Portions of lands encampassed in this project will be managed under the
principles of miltiple-use, while other portions will be managed under
single-use principles. BAgencies involved in management include the
Divisions of Marine Resources, Recreation and Parks, and State Iands of the
Department of Natural Resources, the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, and the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. The Division of Historical Resources of the
Department of State will act as a cooperating manager on tracts with
significant historical resources.

PROPOSED USE
The diversity of resources within this project necessitate the development
of a siterspecific management approach. Sites, depending on the resources
involved, may be appropriately managed as preserves, reserves, botanical
sites, wildlife management areas, state forest, and/or state parks. The
best management practice will be recammended by a multi-agency staff on a
tract by tract basis, as parcels are acquired.

Most of the acquisition area immediately surrcunding the bay(with the
exception of the Shell Point Bayfront lots) is proposed as an addition to
the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve.

In Franklin County, northwest Florida, approximately 60 miles southwest of
Tallahassee.

It is also within Florida’s Senate District 3 and House Districts 8 and 9.
It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee Regional Planning
Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRTPTION
This large and varied project contains some of Florida’s most outstanding
natural and historical resources. The project area encampasses many
different types of natural commnities. The project area harbors a great
diversity of plant and animal species many of which are considered rare and
endangered in Florida, and several that are endangered naticnally.
Biologists recognize the region as one of very high endemism, supporting
plants and animals found nowhere else. The relatively pristine nature of
the project area provides excellent wildlife habitat that helps preserve the
diversity of Florida’s game and nongame species. The bay-estuary at the
mouth of the Apalachicola River supports an exceptionally productive
biological system that is commercially important and provides the econamic
base of Franklin County.

This project is considered to be very significant from an archaeological and
historical perspective. There ate already dozens of sites known to exist in
the project area, and literally hundreds of sites representing a wide range
of site types would likely be found through a systematic cultural resource

survey.

* Does not include acreage acquired under EEL program. See Ownership.
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#15 APAIACHICOLA BAY 11

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The project area currently provides a tremendous recreation opportunity and
would be greatly expanded through State acquisition.

OWNERSHTP
Approximately 28,122 acres were acquired with EEL funds ($7,615,250) from
1974-76 in the former Iower Apalachicola project. Approximately 10 owners
remain to be acquired within that previous boundary; approximately 200
mmetshmsrmamtobeacqui:uiinthefomrhpaladucolamverarﬂmy,
Phase I project. During the past year, 3599acreshavebemacq1n'edfrcm
St. Joe and another 52 acres from Rodrique on Cat’s Point.

'Ih;sentzrepzmect:spartofasystmof fragile and delicately balanced
natural areas that are extremely vulnerable to degradation. Disruption of
management could lead to increased degradation of the valuable estuarine
habitats, Apalachicola Bay, and even the Gulf of Mexico. Among the adverse
impacts that are likely without publlc acquisition of this project are
alterations to the rutrient loads in the Apalachicola River and Bay,
mtmductlmofdanﬁgn'gmﬂ'sofsedamtsarﬂagriuﬂhmldmmls
into aquatic systems, increased bacterial pollution, and changes in the
salinity of the Bay. Any of these would reduce the biological productivity
of Apalachicola Bay.

Current efforts to allocate more water from the Apalachicola River’s
tributaries to the State of Georgia would likely have a significant negative
impact on the natural systems associated with the river, especially the bay
itself.

The upland areas within this project are vulnerable to residential and
silvicultural development. Areas near the coast are especially valued for
camercial and residential uses. The wilderness quality of parts of this
large project would be campramised by piecemeal development in remote areas.

ACQUISTTION PLANNING

In November, 1986, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council approved the

preliminary boundary for this project. Because of the large size of the

area in the identified boundary, the Advisory Council decided to approve
only portions of the area in the project design (called Phase I). The
remaining areas identified in the resource planning boundary are to be

considered for inclusion in the project design at a later date. On July 1,

1987, the Advisory Council approved Phase I of the Apalachicola River and

Bay project design. The following is a summary of recommendations on

acquisition phasing and techniques.

1. Develop a system-wide management plan subject to the approval of CARL
managing agencies for all State owned lands encampassed in the
Apalachicola River and Bay lands project. Cooperative management
agremmtsslmldbemgotmtedmthﬂmeﬂatermmganentmstnctam
other public agencies and nonprofit organizations.

2. Consider portions of the Chipola River Basin as a potential CARL project
at same time in the future.

3. Phase I priority order:

A. Nick’s Hole: fee simple acquisition of Sandpiper Village, Pelican
Point and the cammercial area north of Leisure lane with the option to
sell back with restrictions.

B. Cat Point: fee simple acquisition of 115 acres (34.8 acres acguired).

C. East Hole: fee simple acquisition of 25 acres.

D. Shell Point Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped bayfront
lots between existing State ownerships.

E. Apalachicola Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped bayfront
lots on Bay Averue between Battery and Lafayette Parks.
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12 #15 APAIACHICOIA BAY

PLANNING (Continued)

F. Sike’s Cut: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped lots in Oyster Bay
Village, HermBayVﬂlage and lots 21 through 23 in Bay Cove
Village. If recreation is the primary acquisition dbjective,
acquisition should be contingent upan assured public access.

On November 15, 1988,ﬂxetarﬂm1timhdvisozycmmuapm'aveda
revision to the Cat Point tract. Approximately 28 acres were added to
include an entire ownership.

ESTIMATED COST
Tax assessed value for Phase I is approximately $4,231,000.

Cost !
Management funds budgeted by the Division of Marine Resources for the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1990-91:
Salaries OPs Expenses 00 FQO Total
$294,338 $ 12,424 $ 67,000 $ 87,650 -0- $461,412

Management funds requested by the Division of Marine Resources for the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1991-92:
Salaries OPS Expenses [e.00) Foo Total
$336,812 $ 27,424 $116,191 $234,031 $299,435 $1,013,898

Management funds budgeted by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Caommission for the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve for
Fiscal Year 1990-91:

Salaries ()5} Expenses o jiiee) Total
$ 35,925 -0- $ 22,954 $ 1,200 -0- $ 60,079

Management funds requested by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Comnission for the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve for
Fiscal Year 1991-92:

Salaries OPS Expenses o Foo Total
$ 37,721 =0- $ 22,000 $15,500 -0- S 75,221

Management funds budgeted by the Division of Forestry for the Apalachicola
National Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1990-91:

Salaries (0)5] Expenses s.00} FoO Total
$ 3,100 -0- $ 800 -0- -0- $ 3,900

Management funds budgeted by the Division of Forestry for the Apalachicola
National Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1991-92:

Salaries [0)5] Expenses 00 - FO Total
$ 2,000 -0= $ 1,000 -0- -0- $ 3,000

The Division of Recreation and Parks has not budgeted management funds for
this project. Management cost information from the Northwest Florida Water
Management District was not available.

support
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... 1
Iettersofsupportfrmlocalarﬂareawweomsexvatimorgamzauons. 2

OTHER :
'Buspro;ectwmttuna(hapter%ﬂamaof&ltlcalstatecmmm It is
also adjacent to a waterbody clasmf:.edmﬂertheSpecml Waters Category of
Outstanding Florida Waters.

Asgrwtharﬂdevelqmmltlﬂveaccelemtadmtmstateofﬂonda same
mtablera;mhaveemqedasespeciallydeservmofpxntecumas
natural sanctuaries. The Apalachicola River and associated natural areas is
one of these notable regions. The State has had a strong cammitment to
preserve the outstanding natural resocurces of the Apalachicola River system.
A brief account of this area’s acquisition history is presented below.

Beginning in 1972, the State acquired 1,963 acres of land on the eastern end
of St. George Island through the Iand Acquisition Trust Fund. Cape St.
George Island (2,400 acres) was acquired by the State in 1977 through the
EEL program. Acquisition also began on the Lower Apalachicola project
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#15 APATACHTCOIA BAY 13

OTHER (Contirued) .
(29,000 acres) in 1977 through EEL. Additions to the Lower Apalachicola
project were a part of the first CARL list approved by the
Governor and Cabinet in 1980. The additions were ranked at #2 on that
acquisition priority list. .

The Governor and Cabinet, recognizing the significance of the natural
resources of the Apalachicola River system, requested in 1983 that the
Department of Natural Resources develop a long-term acquisition plan to
fully protect the river and bay system. The plan was campleted in May 1984.

Pursuant to the recammendations outlined in the acquisition plan, a diverse
assenblage of staff met in June 1985 to initiate the development of the
Apalachicola River and Bay CARL project. Technical staff of the ILand
Acquisition Advisory Council began an exhaustive evaluation of the proposed
project area in August 1985 after the project was farmally received into the
CARL program. The project assessment and preliminary boundary .
recamendations (resource planning boundary) were approved by the Advisory
Council in November, 1986. Work then immediately began on a project design.

The Northwest Florida Water Management District was a participant in the
development of the Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning boundary and
shared extensive ownership and mapping information of this area with the
CARL staff. The District, through the Save Our Rivers Program has purchased
35,509 acres in the floodplain from Southwest Florida Industries.

MANRGEMENT SUMMARY
Successful campletion of the Apalachicola Bay and the Apalachicola River
(#24) projects would make significant progress toward the protection of the
Apalachicola River System. The projects are camprised of an assemblage of
tracts having great diversity of natural cammmnity types that truly
represent some of the finest and most significant natural areas remaining in
Florida. The management of these tracts will depend upon the specific
characteristics and resources of each site. Proposed uses include preserve,
reserves, potential sites, wildlife management areas, state forest, and
state parks. Managing agencies will include the Division of Recreation and
Parks of the Department of Natural Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish
Cammission, and the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. The Division of Historical Resources of the
De;nrhmﬂtnfstatewlllactasaanpemu:qmarageratmtsofhlstorlml
significance. The Northwest Florida Water Management District will manage a
large portion of the river floodplain that is encompassed by the project
boundary; however, the lands acquired by the District are not a part of the

official CARL project.

The natural commmities within this project function as a system of
intricately interrelated parts. Because the project is a system, it would
be improper to manage individual tracts independently of each cther.
Recognizing this fact, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council has recammended
that a system wide management plan be developed for the Apalachicola Bay and
Apalachicola River projects. This management scheme incorporates the
management of specific-use sites (e.g., a state park or wildlife management
area) into the overall plan designed to preserve the proper functioning of
the entire system.

The management of lands within Phase I concentrates on preserving the
buffer/filter functions of lands that are critical to the maintenance of
hlgh water quality in Apalachicola Bay. Basically, this involves
maintaining the land in a natural condition. Archaeological sites may of
course be excavated to provide information on the cultural rescurces. The
bayfront property in the City of Apalachicola may be used in conjunction
with another CARL project, the Apalachicola Historic Waterfront, but no
ancillary uses may in any way degrade water quality.

Phase I lands will be managed as additions to the Apalachicola Naticnal

Estuarine Research Reserve under the authority of the Division of State
lands of the Department of Natural Resources.
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ACREAGE 1AX
PROJECT (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED
NAME COUNT or under optian) VALUE
#3 Apalachicola River Frankiin 552 $ 4,235,000
and Bay (Phase [} (Phase 1) {Phase [}

RECOHMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE
Qualifies as Environmentaliy Endangered Lands (EEL) and as "other lands.”
Categorization will be recommended by a multi-agency staff on a tract Dy
tract basis.

Phase | qualifies as an EEL. This acguisition would provide significant
added protection for the sensitive estuarine systems of Apaiachicola Bay.

HANAGER
Portions of lands encompassed in this project will be managed under the
principles of multiple-use, while other portions will be managed under
single-use principles. MAgencies involved 1n management include the
Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural Resources,
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, and the Division of Forestry of
the Department of fgriculiure and Consumer Services. The Division of
Historical FResources of the Department ot State will act as a cooperating
manager on tracts with significant historical resgurces. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District, which has purchased or 1s purchasing
substantial tracts within this project, will also be involved in 1ts
management,

Phase 1 will be managed by the Division of Recreation and Parks of the
Department of Matural Resources.

PROPGSED USE
The diversity of resources within thils project lends itself to a varied
management approach. Some sites are appropriate to be managed as
Preserves, Reserves, Wiidlife Management Areas, and/or State Parks. The
appropriate uses will be recommended by a multi-agency staff on a tract by
tract basis.

Phase 1 15 proposed as an addition to the Apalachicola National Estuarine
Kesearch Reserve,

LOCATION
The project forms a corricor of varying width along the Apalachicola River
in northwest Florida. Parts of cix counties (Franklin, Guif, Liberty,
Calhoun, Gadsden, and Jackson) are included.

Phase | includes bayfront parcels in Frankiin County that directly
influence the water guality of the estuary.

Phase | iies within Florida’s Senate District 3 and House Districts B and
9. It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION
This large and varied project contains some of Florida’s most outstanding
natural and historical respgurces. The project area encompasses many
different types of natural communities, some of which are among Florida’s
most threatened te.g., bluffs, glades, and slope forests). Almost all of
these communities are in excellent tondition and, 1n many cases, provide
the best remaining examples in the State. Several geological features
that are unigue in the Stste of Florida are found within the project
boundary, i.e., the bluffs, ravines and steepheads. The project area
harbors a great many plant and animal species that are considered rare and
endangered in Florida, an¢ several that are endangered nationally.
Biologists recognize the region as one of very high endemism, supporting
plants and animals found nowhere else. The relatively pristine nature of
the project area provides excellent wildlife habitat that helps.preserve
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#3 APALACHICDLA RIVER anND BAy

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION (Continued)
the diversity o4 Florida's game and nongame species, [he bay-estuary at
the mouth of the Apalschicola River supports an exceptionally productive
bielngical system that 15 commercially important and provides the economic
base of Franklin County.

This project 15 considered very significant from an archaeological and
historical perspective. There are already dozens of sites known to axist
in the project area, and literally hundreds of sites representing a wide
range of site types cculd probably be found through a systematic cultural
FESOUrce survey.

The project area currently provides a tremendous recreation opportun:ity
and would be greatiy expanded through State acquisition.

OWNERSHIP
Portions of the entire River and Bay project area are already in state
ownership including M-K Ranch (CARL), Torreya State Park (pre-19s63
acquisition) and portions of the Lower Apalachicela project (EEL and

CARL). The Alum Bluff Nature Preserve gwned by The Nature Conservancy
{TNC} 1= also within the project area. THC will soon be closing on an
2,000+ scre addition to Torreya State Fark. The Lower Apalachicola and

Gadsden County Glagdes projects, both current CARL projects are also within
the resource planning boundary. The Northsest Florida Water Management
District has been very active in land acquisition along the Apalachicola
River and has purchased 39,509 acres to date.

VULMERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
Most of the project area is inherently susceptible to environmental
degradation by virtue of its floodplain/wetlands nature. Development in
these areas could adversely affect the water guality of the Apalachicola
River and/or Bay. 7ne upland sites are also sensitive to development and
many current land use practices. The bluffs and ravines area of the
fpalachicola River are particularly sensitive to any disturbances that
alter the unique microclimate which is largely responsible for the area’s
biological significance., Over-development of the coast, particularly
areas directly fronting Apalachicola Bay, could reduce the biological
oroductivity of this important estuarine system. The wilderness quality
of the project would be seriously compromised by even slight development
in the most remote areas.

The project area is mostly rural and is not 1mmediately threatened by
comnercial or residential development; nowever, current land use practices
{e.q., agriculture and silviculture) do ppse a significant threat to some
of the rarest natural communities such as =lope forests and upland giades.
Also, the coastal regions are experiencing substantial development
pressure.

ACBUISITION PLANNING
In November, 1986, the Land Acguisition Se:ection Committee approved the
preliminary boundary for this project (See Map, Page 314). Because of the
large size of tne area i1n the identitied boundary, the Selection Committes
decided to approve oniy portions of the area in the project design t(cailed
Phase 11. The remaining areas identified in the resocurce planning
boundary are tuo be considered for inclusicn in the project design at a
later date. On July 1, 1987, the Selection Committee approved Phase [ of
the Apalachicola River and Bay project design. The following is a summary
of recommendations on acquisition phasing and techniques.

1. Develop a system-wide management pian subject to the approval of CARL
managing agencies for all State owned lands encompassed in the
fpalachicela Hiver and Bay Lands project. Cooperative management
agreements should be negotiated with the Water Management District
and other public agencies and nonprofit organizations,

2. Lensider portions ot the Chipela River Basin as a potential CARL
project at some time 1n the future,

—62—
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#3 APALACHICOLA RIVER AND BAY

ACAUISITION PLANNING (Continued)
3. Phase [ priority order:

A. Nick’s Hole: fee simpie acquisition of Sandpiper Village,

Pelican Point and the commercial area north of Leisure Lane with

the option to sell back with restrictions.
B. Cat Point: fee simple acquisition of 13 acres.
C. Fast Hole: fee simple acquisition of 29 acres.

D. Sheli Point Bayfront: {ee simple acquisition of undeveloped
bayfront lots between existing State ownerships,

E. fpalachicola Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped

bayfront lots on Bay Avenue between Hattery and Lafayette Parks.

F. Sike's Cut: +4ee simple acquisition of undeveloped lots in

Oyster Bay Village, Heron Bay Village, and lots 21 through 23 1n

Bay Cove Village. If recreation is the primary acquisition

objective, acquisition should be contingent upon assured public

access,

ESTIMATED CGST
Tax assessed value for Phase 1 is approximately %4,235,000.

LOCAL SUPPORT AND GENERAL ENDORSEMENTS

Resolutions........... T R vearaasann
Letters pf general SUPPOrT..... i rannrrrraraanannrneaasan Vevaa s s e
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials.....

Letters of suppert from lecal and areawide conservation organizations.

OTHER

This proiect is within a Chapter 3B0 area of Critical State Concern. It

is also adjacent to a waterbody classified under the Special Waters
Category of Outstanding Florida Waters.

As gqrowth and development have accelerated in tne State of Flerida, some

natable regions have emerged as especially deserving of protection as

natural sanctuaries. The Apalachicola River and associated natural areas

is one of these notable regicns. The State has had a strong commitment to

preserve the outstanding natural resources of the Apalachicola River

system. A brief account of this area’s acquisition history is presented

below.

Beginning in 1972, the State acquired 1,963 acres ot land on the eastern

end of 5t. George Island through the Land Acquisitien Trust Fund.

Cape St. George Island (2,400 acres) was acguired by the State in 1977

through the EEL program. Acquisition also began on the Lower Apalachicola

project (29,000 acres) in 1977 through EEL. Additions to the Lower

Apalachicola project were a part of the first CARL list approved by the

Governor and Cabinet in 19B0. The additions were ranked at #2 on that
acquisition priority list.

The Governor and Cabinet, reccgnizing the significance of the natural
resources of the Apalachicola River system, requested in 1983 that the
Department af Natural Resources develop a long-term acquisition plan to
fully protect the river and bay system. The plam was completed in May
1984,

Pursuant to the recommendations outlined in the acquisition plan, a

diverse assemblage of statf met in June 1985 to initiate the development

of the Apalachicala Aiver and Bay CRAL project. Technical staft of the

Land Acquisition Selection Committee began an exhaustive evaluation of the

proposed project area in fugust 1985 after the project was formally
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#3 APALACHICILA RIVER AND BAY

OTHER ‘Continued!

received 1nto the CARL pregram. The project assessment ang preliminary
boundary recommendations iresource planning boundaryi were approved by the
Selection Committee in November, 1986. Work then immediately began on a
project design.

The Northwest Florida Water Management District was & participant in the
development of the Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning boundary
and shared extensive gwnership and mapping information of this area wWith
the CARL statf. The District, through the Save Our Rivers Program has
purchased 35,509 acres in the floodplain from Scuthwest Florida
Industries.

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

ihe Apalachicola River and Bay project is an eclectic assemblage of tracts
that truly represent some of the finest and most significant natural areas
of Florida. The managemert o these tracts will depend upon the specific
characteristics and resources of each site. Proposed uses include
Preserve, Reserves, Wildli+e Management Areas, and State Parks. Managing
agencies wili include the Division of Recreation and Farks of the
Department of Natural Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission,
and the Division pf Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services. The Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State
will act as a cooperating manager at sites of historical significance.

The Northwest Fiorida Water Management District will manage a larage
portion of the river flooceplain that is encompassed by the project
boundary; however, the lards acguired by the District are not a part of
the official CARL project,

The lands in this project function 2s a system of intricately interrelated
parte. Hecause the project 15 s system, 1t would be i1mproper to manage
individual tracts indepencentiy of each other. Recognizing this fact, the
Land ficquisition Selection Committee has recommended that a system wide
management plan be developed for tne #Apalachicoia River and Bay project.
This management scheme incorporates the management of specific-use sites
{e.g., a State Park or Wildlife Management Areal into the overall plan
designed to preserve the proper functioning of the entire system.

The management of lands within Phase i concentrates on preserving the
buffer/fi1lter functions of lands that are so critical to the maintenance
ot high water guality in fpalachicola Hay. BHasically this involves
maintaining the land in a natural condition. #Archaeclogical sites may of
caurse be excavated to prcvide information on the cultural resources. Tne
bayfront property i1n the (ity of Apelachicela may be used 1n conjunction
with another CARL project, the Apalachicola Historic Waterfront, dut no
ancillary uses may in any way degrade water guality

Fhase [ lands will be managed as additions to the fApalachicola National

Estuarine Research Aeserve under tne authority of the Division of
Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural Resources.
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. ACREAGE : TAX
PROJECT . - (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED
NAME COUNTY or_under option) VALUE
#4 Apalachicola River Franklin 356 $ 4,252,000
and Bay (Phase 1) (Phase I) (Phase 1)

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE

Qualifies as Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) and as "other lands."
Categorization will be recommended by a multi-agency staff on a tract by
tract basis. .

Phase I qualifies as an EEL. This acquisition would provide significant
added protection for the sensitive estuarine systems of Apalachicola Bay.

HANAGER
Portions of lands encompassed in this project will be managed under the
principles of multiple-use, while other portions will be managed under
single-use principles. Agencies involved in management include the Division
of Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural Resources, the Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commission, and the Division of Forestry of the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The Division of Historical Resources
of the Department of State will act as a cooperating manager on tracts with
significant historical resources. The Northwest Florida Water Management
District, which has purchased or is purchasing substantial tracts within
this project, will also be involved in its management.

Phase I will be managed by the Division of State Lands of the Department of
Natural Resources. .

PROPOSED USE
The diversity of resources within this project lends itself to a varied
management approach. Some sites are appropriate to be managed as Preserves,
Reserves, Wildlife Management Areas, and/or State Parks. The appropriate
uses will be recommended by a multi-agency staff on a tract by tract basis.

Phase I is proposed as an addition to the Apalachicola National Estuarine
Research Reserve.

LOCATION
The project forms a corridor of varying width along the Apalachicgla River
in northwest Florida. Parts of six counties (Franklin, Gulf, Liberty,
Calhoun, Gadsden, and Jackson) are included.

Phase I includes bayfront parcels in Franklin County that directly influence
the water gquality of the estuary.

Phase I lies within Florida’s Senate District 3 and House Districts B8 and 9.
It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee Regional Planning
Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District,

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION
This large and varied project contains some of Florida’s most outstanding
natural and historical resources. The project area encompasses many
different types of natural communities, some of which are among Florida’s
most threatened (e.g., bluffs, glades, and slope forests). Almost all of
these communities are in excellent condition and, in many cases, provide the
best remaining examples in the State. Several geological features that are
unique in the State of Florida are found within the project boundary, i.e.,
the bluffs, ravines and steepheads. The project area harbors a great many
plant and animal species that are considered rare and endangered in Florida,
and several that are endangered nationally. Biologists recognize the region
as one of very high endemism, supporting plants and animals found nowhere
else. The relatively pristine nature of the project area provides excellent
wildlife habitat that helps preserve
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#4 APALACHICOLA RIVER AND BAY

. RESOURCE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

the diversity of Florida’s game and nongame species. The bay-estuary at the
mouth of the Apalachicola River supports an exceptionally productive
biological system that is commercially important and provides the economic
base of Franklin County.

This project is considered very significant from an archaeological and
historical perspective. There are already dozens of "sites known to exist 1in
the project area, and literally hundreds of sites representing a wide range
of site types could probably be found through a systematic cultural resource
survey.

The project area currently provides a tremendous recreation opportunity and
would be greatly expanded through State acquisition.

OMNERSHIP
Portions of the entire Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning boundary
are already protected through acquisition by the state, the water management
district, and The Nature Conservancy. M.K. Ranch was purchased through
CARL, the Torreya State Park was a pre-1943 acquisition and portions of the
current Lower Apalachicola CARL project were purchased with EEL and CARL
funds. The Gadsden County Glades (also within the resource planning area)
is an unpurchased tract on the CARL list. The Alum Bluff Nature Preserve
and the Traveler’s Tract are owned by The Nature Conservancy, which also has
an option on a 1,550 acre Torreya State Park Addition. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District has been very active in land acquisition
along the Apalachicola River and has purchased 35,509 acres to date.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
Most of the project area is inherently susceptible to environmental
degradation by virtue of its floodplain/wetlands nature. Development in
these areas could adversely affect the water quality of the Apalachicola
River and/or Bay. The upland sites are also sensitive to development and
many current land use practices. The bluffs and ravines area of the
Apalachicola River are particularly sensitive to any disturbances that alter
the unique microclimate which is largely responsible for the area’s
biological significance. Over-development of the coast, particularly areas
directly fronting Apalachicola Bay, could reduce the biological productivity
of this important estuarine system. The wilderness guality of the project
would be seriously compromised by even slight development in the most remote
areas. :

The project area other than Phase I is mostly rural and is not immediately
threatened by commercial or residential development; however, current land
use practices (e.g., agriculture and silviculture) do pose a significant
threat to some of the rarest natural communities such as slope forests and
upland glades. Also, the coastal regions are experiencing substantial
development pressure.

ACQUISITION PLANNING
In November, 1984, the Land Acquisition Selection Committee approved the
preliminary boundary for this project (See Map, Page 314). Because of the
large size of the area in the identified boundary, the Selection Committee
decided to approve only portions of the area in the project design (called
Phase I). The remaining areas identified in the resource planning boundary
are to be considered for inclusion in the project design at a later date.
On July 1, 1987, the Selection Committee approved Phase I of the
Apalachicola River and Bay project design. The following is a summary of
recommendations on acquisition phasing and techniques.

1. Develop a system-wide management plan subject to the approval of CARL
managing agencies for all State owned lands encompassed in the
Apalachicola River and Bay Lands project. Cooperative management
agreements should be negotiated with the Water Management District and
other public agencies and nonprofit organizations.

2. Consider portions of the Chipola River Basin as a potential CARL project
at some time in the future.
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#4 APALACHICOLA RIVER AND BAY

ACOUISITION PLANNING (Continued)
3. Phase I priority order:

A. Nick’s Hole: fee simple acquisition of SBandpiper Village, Pelican
Point and the commercial area north of Leisure Lane with the option to
sell back with restrictions.

B. Cat Point: fee simple acquisition of 115 acres.
C. East Hole: fee simple acquisition of 235 acres.

D. Shell Point Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undevelnpéd bayfront
lots between existing State ownerships.

E. Apalachicola Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped bayfront
lots on Bay Avenue between Battery and Lafayette Parks.

F. Sike's Cut: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped lots in Oyster Bay
Village, Heron Bay Village, and lots 21 through 23 in Bay Cove
Village. I+ recreation is the primary acquisition objective,
acquisition should be contingent upon assured public access.

On November 15, 1988, the Land Acquisition Selection Committee approved a
revision to the Cat Point tract. Approximately 28 acres were added to
include an entire ownership.

ESTIMATED COST
Tax assessed value for Phase I is approximately $4,252,000.

LOCAL SUPPDRT AND GENERAL ENDODRSEMENTS

Resolutiansicsiisiisiieaninnnensnsnnsnanesedvomnassniviosessssnniserini, o
Letters of general support...cccevevcesenssannsssannnsrsancssscnnnnons 2
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... 1
Letters of support from local and areawide conservation organizations. 2

OTHER '

This project is within a Chapter 380 area of Critical State Concern. It is
also adjacent to a waterbody classified under the Special Waters Category of -
Outstanding Florida Waters.

As growth and. development have accelerated in the State of Florida, some
notable regions have emerged as especially deserving of protection as
natural sanctuaries, The Apalachicola River and associated natural areas is
one of these notable reqions. The State has had a strong commitment to
preserve the oputstanding natural resources of the Apalachicola River system.
A brief account of this area’s acquisition history is presented below.

Beginning in 1972, the State acquired 1,963 acres of land on the -eastern end
of St. George Island through the Land Acquisition Trust Fund.

Cape 5t. George 'Island (2,800 acres) was acquired by the State in 1977
through the EEL program. Acquisition-also began on the Lower Apalachicola
project (29,000 acres) in 1977 through EEL. Additions to the Lower
Apalachicola project were a part of the first CARL list approved by the
Bovernor and Cabinet in 1980, The additions were ranked at #2 on that
acquisition priority list,

The Bovernor and Cabinet, recognizing the significance of the natural
resources of the Apalachicola River system, requested in 1983 that the
Department of Natural Resources develop a long-term acquisition plan to
fully protect the river and bay system. The plan was completed in May 19B84.

Pursuant to the recommendations outlined in the acquisition plan, a diverse
assemblage of staff met in June 1985 to initiate the development of the
Apalachicola River and Bay CARL project. Technical staff of the Land
Acquisition Selection Committee began an exhaustive evaluation of the
proposed project area in August 1985 after the project was formally
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#4 APALACHICOLA RIVER AND BAY

OTHER (Continued) )
received into the CARL program. The project assessment and preliminary
boundary recommendations (resource planning boundary) were approved by the
Selection Committee in November, 19B6. Work then immediately began on a
project design.

The Northwest Florida Water Management District was a participant in the
development of the Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning boundary and
shared extensive ownership and mapping information of this area with the
CARL staft, The District, through the Save Our Rivers Program has purchased
35,509 acres in the floodplain from Southwest Florida Industries.

HANAGEMENT SUMMARY
The Apalachicola River and Bay project is an eclectic assemblage of tracts
that truly represent some of the finest and most significant natural areas
of Florida. The management of these tracts will depend upon the specific
characteristics and resources of each site. Proposed uses include Preserve,
Reserves, Wildlife Management Areas, and State Parks. Managing agencies
will include the Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of
Natural Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, and the
Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
The Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State will act as
a cooperating manager at sites of historical significance. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District will manage a large portion of the river
floodplain that is encompassed by the project boundary; however, the lands
acquired by the District are not a part of the official CARL project.

The lands in this project function as a system of intricately interrelated
parts. Because the project is a system, it would be improper to manage
individual tracts independently of each other. Recognizing this fact, the
Land Acquisition Selection Committee has recommended that a system wide
management plan be developed for the Apalachicola River and Bay project.
This management scheme incorporates the management of specific-use sites
(e.g., a State Park or Wildlife Management Area) into the overall plan
designed to preserve the proper functioning of the entire system.

The management of lands within Phase [ concentrates on preserving the
buffer/filter functions of lands that are so critical to the maintenance of
high water quality in Apalachicola Bay. Basically this involves maintaining
the land in a natural condition. Archaeological sites may of course be
excavated to provide information on the cultural resources. The bayfront
property in the City of Apalachicela may be used in conjunction with anaother
CARL project, the Apalachicola Historic Waterfront, but no ancillary uses
may in any way degrade water gquality.

Phase I lands will be managed as additions to the Apalachicola National

Estuarine Research Reserve under the authority of the Division of State
Lands of the Department of Natural Resources.
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ACREAGE TAX
PRQJECT (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED
NAME QOUNTY or under option) VALUE
#14 Apalachicola River Franklin 521 $ 4,231,000
and Bay (Phase I) (Phase I) (Phase I)

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE
Qualifies for state acquisition under the "Envirommentally Endangered Lands
(EEL)" and as "Other Iands " categories as defined in Section 18-8.003 of
the Florida Administrative Codes.

Phase I qualifies as an EEL. Public acquisition would provide significant
added protection for the sensitive estuarine systems of Apalachicola Bay.

MANAGER
Portions of lands encampassed in this project will be managed under the
principles of multiple-use, while other portions will be managed under
single-use principles. Agencies involved in management include the Division
of Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural Resources, the Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commission, and the Division of Forestry of the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The Division of Historical Resources
of the Department of State will act as a cooperating manager on tracts with
significant historical resources. The Northwest Florida Water Management
District, which has purchased or is purchasing substantial tracts within
this project, will also be involved in its management.

Phase I will be managed by the Division of State ILands of the Department of
Natural Resources.

PROPOSED
The diversity of rescurces within this project encourage a varied management
approach. Sites depending on the resources involved, may be appropriately
managed as preserves, reserves, wildlife management areas, and/or state
parks. The best management practice will be recommended by a multi-agency
staff on a tract by tract basis, as parcels are acquired.

Phase T is proposed as an addition to the Apalachicola National Estuarine
Research Reserve.

IOCATION
The project forms a corridor of varying width along the Apalachicola River
in northwest Florida. Parts of six counties (Franklin, Gulf, Liberty,
Calhoun, Gadsden, and Jackson) are included.

Phase I includes bayfront parcels in Franklin County that directly influence
the water quality of the estuary.

Phase I lies within Florida’s Senate District 3 and House Districts 8 and 9.
It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee Regional Planning
Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRTPTTON
This large and varied project contains same of Florida’s most outstanding
natural and historical resources. The project area encompasses many
different types of natural commnities, some of which are among Florida’s
most threatened (e.g., bluffs, glades, and slope forests). Almost all of
these comunities are in excellent condition and, in many cases, provide the
best remaining examples in the State. Several geological features that are
unique in the State of Florida are found within the project boundary, i.e.,
the bluffs, ravines and steepheads. The project area harbors a great many
plant and animal species that are considered rare and endangered in Florida,
and several that are endangered nationally. Biologists recognize the region
as one of very high endemism, supporting plants and animals found nowhere
else. The relatively pristine nature of the project area provides excellent
wildlife habitat that helps preserve the diversity of Florida’s game and
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#14 APAIACHICOIA RIVER AND BAY

nongame species. ‘Ihebay-est::aryatthemxthofthehpaladn.colamver
alpports an exceptionally productive biological system that is commercially
important and provides the econamic base of Franklin County.

This project is considered very significant from an archaeological and
historical perspective. Mea:eaheadydozersofs;teshmntoeustm
the project area, and literally hundreds of sites representing a wide range
of site types could probably be found through a systematic cultural resource
survey.

The project area currently provides a tremendous recreation opportunity and
would be greatly expanded through State acguisition.

OWNERSHIP
Portions of the entire Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning boundary
are already protected through acguisition by the state, the water management
district, and The Nature Conservancy (TNC). M.K. Ranch was purchased
through CARL, the Torreya State Park was a pre-1963 acquisition, and
portions of the current Lower Apalachicola CARL project were purchased with
EEL and CARL funds. The 1,485 acre Torreya State Park Addition was acquired
by the state (IATF) this past year through The Nature Conservancy. The
Gadsden County Glades (also within the resource planning area) is an
unpurchased tract on the CARL list. The Alum Bluff Nature Preserve,
Apalachicola Bay and Ravine (4,500+ acres), the Traveler’s Tract (1,450t
acres), and the DuPonts Tract (358+ acres) are owned by TNC. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District has been very active in land acquisition
along the Apalachicola River and has purchased 35,509 acres to date.
Approximately 35+ acres have been acquired by the CARL program on Cat’s
Point, part of Phase I.

Most of the pmject area is inherently susceptible to envirommental
degradation by virtue of its floodplain/wetlands nature. Development in
these areas could adversely affect the water quality of the Apalachicola
River and/or Bay. The upland sites are also sensitive to development and
many current land use practices. The bluffs and ravines area of the
Apalachic:ola River are particularly sensitive to any disturbances that alter
the unique microclimate which is largely responsible for the area’s
biological significance. Over-develcpment of the coast, particularly areas
directly fronting Apalachicola Bay, could reduce the b).ologlcal proeductivity
of this important estuarine system. The wilderness quality of the project
wuﬂdbesenmslycmpmlsedbyevensligimdevelopnmtmﬂmemtmte
areas.

The project area other than Phase I is mostly rural and is not immediately
threatened by comercial or residential development; however, current land
use practices (e.g., agriculture and silviculture) do pose a significant
threat to some of the rarest natural commmities such as slope forests and
upland glades. Also, the coastal regions are experiencing substantial
development pressure.

ACQUISTTION PLANNING i
In November, 1986, the Land Acquisition Adv:.soxy Council approved the
preliminary bcxnﬂa:cy for this project (See M;ap, Page 314). Because of the
large size of the area in the identified boundary, the Adv:sory Council
Gecided to approve only portions of the area\in the project design (called
Phase I). Iheremamareaszdentﬁiedmﬂmrasourcepla:mgtuuﬂiary
are to be considered for inclusion in the project design at a later date.
On July 1, 1987, the Advisory Council approved Phase I of the Apalachicola
River and Bay project design. The following is a sumary of recommendations
on acquisition phasing and techniques.
1. Develop a system-wide management plan subject to the approval of CARL

managing agencies for all State owned lands encompassed in the
Apalachicola River and Bay Iands project. Cooperative management
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ACOUISTTION PLANNTNG (Continued)
agreements should be negotiated with the Water Management District and
other public agencies and nonprofit organizations.

2. Consider portions of the Chipola River Basin as a potential CARL project
at same time in the future.

3. Phase I priority order:

A. Nick’s Hole: fee simple acquisition of Sandpiper Village, Pelican
Point and the cammercial area north of Leisure ILane with the option to
sell back with restrictions.

B. Cat Point: fee simple acquisition of 115 acres (34.8 acres acguired).
C. East Hole: fee simple acquisition of 25 acres.

D. Shell Point Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped bayfront
lots between existing State ownerships.

E. Apalachicola Bayfront: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped bayfront
lots on Bay Avenue between Battery and Iafayette Parks.

F. Sike’s Cut: fee simple acquisition of undeveloped lots in Oyster Bay
Village, Heron Bay Village, and lots 21 through 23 in Bay Cove
Village. If recreation is the primary acquisition cbjective,
acquisition should be contingent upon assured public access.

On November 15, 1988, the ILand Acquisition Advisory Council approved a
revision to the Cat Point tract. Approximately 28 acres were added to
include an entire ownership.

ESTIMATED COST
Tax assessed value for Phase I is approximately $4,231,000.

Management Cost
t funds budgeted by the -Division of Marine Resources for Fiscal
Year 1989-50.

Salaries 0OPs Expenses 0o Foo Total
$18,285 -0- $16,016 -0- -0- $34,301
Management funds requested for Fiscal Year 1990-91.

Salaries (0)53] Expenses 000 Foo Total
$18,285 =0~ $16,016 P -0- $34,301

Ietters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... 1
Ietters of support from local and areawide conservation organizations. 2

OTHER
This project is within a Chapter 380 area of Critical State Concern. It is
also adjacent to a waterbody classified under the Special Waters Category of
Outstanding Florida Waters.

As growth and development have accelerated in the State of Florida, some
notable regions have emerged as especially deserving of protection as
natural sanctuaries. The Apalachicola River and associated natural areas is
one of these notable regions. The State has had a strong cammitment to
preserve the outstanding natural resocurces of the Apalachicola River system.
A brief account of this area’s acquisition history is presented below.

Beginning in 1972, the State acquired 1,963 acres of land on the eastern end
of St. George Island through the ILand Acguisition Trust Fund.
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#14 APATACHTICOLA RIVER AND BAY

OTHER (Continued)
Cape St. George Island (2,400 acres) was acquired by the State in 1977
the EEL program. Acquisition also began on the Lower Apalachicola
project (29,000 acres) in 1977 through EEL. Additions to the Lower
Apalachicola project were a part of the first CARL list approved by the
Governor and Cabinet in 1980. The additions were ranked at #2 on that
acquisition priority list.

The Governor and Cabinet, recognizing the significance of the natural
resources of the Apalachicola River system, requested in 1983 that the
Department of Natural Resources develop a long-term acquisition plan to
fully protect the river and bay system. The plan was campleted in May 1984.

Pursuant to the recammendations ocutlined in the acquisition plan, a diverse
assemblage of staff met in June 1985 to initiate the develocpment of the
Apalachicola River and Bay CARL project. Technical staff of the Iand
Acquisition Advisory Council began an exhaustive evaluation of the proposed
project area in August 1985 after the project was formally received into the
CARL program. The project assessment and preliminary boundary
recamendations (rescurce planning boundary) were approved by the Advisory
Council in November, 1986. Work then immediately began on a project design.

The Northwest Florida Water Management District was a participant in the
development of the Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning boundary and
shared extensive ownership and mapping information of this area with the
CARL staff. The District, through the Save Our Rivers Program has purchased
35,509 acres in the floodplain from Scuthwest Florida Industries.

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
The Apalachicola River and Bay project is an eclectic assenblage of tracts
that truly represent some of the finest and most significant natural areas
of Florida. The management of these tracts will depend upon the specific
characteristics and resources of each site. Proposed uses include preserve,
reserves, wildlife management areas, and state parks. Managing agencies
will include the Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of
Natural Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, and the
Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
The Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State will act as
a cooperating manager at sites of historical significance. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District will manage a large portion of the river
floodplain that is encompassed by the project boundary; however, the lands
acquired by the District are not a part of the official CARL project.

The lands in this project function as a system of intricately interrelated
parts. Because the project is a system, it would be improper to manage
individual tracts independently of each cother. Recognizing this fact, the
land Acquisition Advisory Council has recommended that a system wide
management plan be developed for the Apalachicola River and Bay project.
This management scheme incorporates the management of specific-use sites
(e.g., a state park or wildlife management area) into the overall plan
designed to preserve the proper functioning of the entire system.

The management of lands within Phase I concentrates on preserving the
buffer/filter functions of lands that are so critical to the maintenance of
high water quality in Apalachicola Bay. Basically this involves maintaining
the land in a natural condition. Archaeological sites may of course be
excavated to provide information on the cultural resources. The bayfront
property in the City of Apalachicola may be used in conjunction with ancther
CARL project, the Apalachicola Historic Waterfront, but no ancillary uses
may in any way degrade water quality.

Phase I lands will be managed as additions to the Apalachicola National

Estuarine Research Reserve under the authority of the Division of State
Iands of the Department of Natural Resources.
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#10 APALACHICOLA RIVER

The Gadsden Glades would be managed under
"single-use” principles as a State Botanical Site or
State Preserve. That s, primary management
objective would be preservation of the rare upland
glade and slope forest natural community types.
Upland glade and slope forest are basically self-
maintaining; however, controlled buming or hand
removal of hardwoods may be necessary to prevent
surrounding forest from encroaching into the glades.

Aspalaga Landing would be managed under single-
use principles as a Wildlife and Environmental Area,
State Botanical Site, or State Preserve.

The Atkins Tract would be managed under multiple-
use principles by the Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission as a Wildlife Management Area.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
The slope forests, seepage communities, upland
glades, bluff, and sandhills communities are highly

susceptible to human-induced degradation. Vehicular
and foot traffic have already damaged several of the
upland glade communities. Erosion from vehicle
traffic and lumbering Is presently occurring in the
slope forests of Gadsden Glades, and the
sedimentation is washing into the Apalachicola: River.
Given the small population sizes of some of the rare
plant species known from the entire project, a single
unscrupulous or ignorant plant collector could
completely eliminate several species from Florida.
Much of the project could be converted to
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commercial pine plantation at any time. Residential -

development is encroaching on Gadsden Glades and.

several homesteads are located within the timberlands
adjacent to the site.

ACQUISITION PLANNING - -

This project was, included within the overall
Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning
boundary.

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into 2 projects: Apalachicola Bay
and Apalachicola River, Phase |. - The Gadsden
County Glades project was removed from the CARL
list and included in Phase | of Apalachicola River.
Phase | of the Apalachicola River also includes the
Aspalaga Landing tract and the Atkins tract.

Acquisition Phasing .
Phasing based on biological significance is:
Priority I: Gadsden County Glades
Priority ll: Aspalaga Landing
Prigrity [ll: Atkins tract

Coordination
This project is being pursued in cooperation with the
Northwest Florida Water Management District and The
Nature Conservancy.

OWNERSHIP

The Gadsden County Glades tract consists of
approximately 1,912 acres and 13 owners; Aspalaga
Landing tract consists of approximately 800 acres and
2 owners; and the Atkins tract consists of
approximately 3,210 acres and 7 owners.

Portions of the entire Apalachicola River and Bay

- ‘resource: planning beundary are already protected

through acquisition by the. state, the water
management district, and The Nature Conservancy
(TNC). M.K. Ranch (8,793 acres) was purchased
through CARL in 1985 ($2,923,153), the Torreya State

MANAGEMENT COST

Estimated start-up cost for the Division of Recreation and Parks
Gadsden County Glades

Salary

OPS

Expense

0CO

FCO

Total

$52,719

— Source of Funding: GARL

0-

$9,253

$22,522

0-

$84,494

Estimated start-up cost for the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission

Atkins Tract
Salary OPS Expense (e]e]e] FCO Total
$30,000 __S?.Dﬂﬂ $28,000 $39,150 0- $104,150
~Source of Funding: GARL
Estimated start-up costs for the Division of Forestry
Apalachicola River
Salary OPS Expense 0co FCO Total
$3,100 0- $800 0- £- $3,900
Source of Funding: CAR

Note that management responsibility and cost have not yet been determined for Aspalaga Landing.
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Park (1,063 acres) was a pre-1963 acquisition - 1944-
1949 ($6,130), and portions of the Apalachicola Bay
CARL project -were purchased with EEL and CARL
funds. The 1,485 acre Torreya State Park Addition
was acquired ($1,127,000) by the state (LATF) in 1989
through The Nature Conservancy. The Apalachicola
Bluffs and Ravines Preserve (6,300+ acres),
consisting of three tracts, Alum Bluff, Traveler's, and
Dupuis, is owned and managed by The Nature
Conservancy. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District has been very active in land
acquisition along the Apalachicola River and has
purchased 35,509 acres to date.
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#10 APALACHICOLA RIVER

Al 1S1 TA
Updated boundary maps are neary complete.
Negotiations should begin In the spring.

The district is currently appraising the Neil ownership -
the floodplain in the Gadsden County Glades and
Aspalaga Landing tract.

The Land Acquisition Advisory Council staff Is
evaluating a boundary amendment.

RE ION
None known,
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* see Ownership

LOCATION

In Gadsden and Calhoun Counties, northwest Florida
Panhandle, south of the town of Chattahoochee; two
tracts east, and one tract west of Apalachicola River
floodplain. This project lies within Florida's Senate
District 3 and House Districts 7 and 66. It also lies
within the |urisdictions of the Apalachee Regional
‘Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water

" Management District.

RE RCE DESCRIPTION

The: Apalachicola River drainage basin is belleved to
have more species of plants and animals than
anywhere else in temperate North America; it is a
recognized region of endemism in Florida. The biuffs
and ravines of the upper Apalachicola River have
been known to be highly significant botanically for

Highest Ranked FNAIl-listed Elements:

Name FNAI Rank

Upland Glade G1/851
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/82
Fringed campion G2/82
Florida yew G2/S2
Carex microdonta (a sedge) G3/51
Narrow-leaved trillium: G3/82
Slope Forest G3/s2
Croomia G3/S2
48 FNAI elements known from project

over 150 years. The area is also of high
biogeographical importance, with plant assoclations
having affinities with the western U.S. and Asia.

The Apalachicola River project Is not only highly
significant because it buffers the Apalachicola River,
but because it offers the opportunity to preserve much
of the unique natural character of the upper
Apalachicola. The project is known to support 45
FNAlHisted plant species.

The project, as amended in 1992, consists of two
tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola River: 1)
a larger tract on the east bank of the River that runs
southward from and includes the original Gadsden
Glades tract to the north and west boundary of
Torreya State Park and, 2) the Atkins Tract on the
west bank (across the River from Torreya State Park).

102

Tract on’ nk
The 1992 Amendment connected two. previously
disjunct tracts, Gadsden Glades and - Aspalaga
Landing with Torreya State Park. Acquisition: of this
larger tract would - provide a continuous - protected - .
corridor ‘along the River that would Include the-
Gadsden Glades, the lower reaches of the Flat Creek
drainage, the area surrounding Aspalaga Landing, and
significant areas of intact upland mixed forest, upland
pine forest, -and floodplain: forest lying. between
Aspalaga Landing and Torreya State Park.  The tract
also contain most of the known Florida occurrences
of the upland glade natural community type, excellent
examples of slope forest, and bluffs - among the most -
endangered natural communities In Florida. ‘Several
very rare plants occur within the boundaries including
two federally endangered: plant  species, Florida -
torreya tree, Torreya taxifolla ‘(namesake of Torreya
State Park), and fringed campion, Silene polypetala,
and the only" occurrence in Florida of the state
Imperilied ma-anamone. Anemmwa thalictroides.

Atkin's Iggg
The Atkins Tract encompasses hlgh quality noodplaln
forest and sandhills natural communities.. The
floodplain has reportedly not been timbered in over 80
years. Wildlife is abundant on the tract; -gopher
tortoise and the federally endangered red-cockaded
woodpecker occur fn the sandhills.

The upper Apalachicola River area Is rich with -
archeological sites from numerous cultural periods.
Several archeological sites are known to be within the
project - boundaries.. When compared to other-
projects, the potentlal - for significant. ‘sites Is
considered to be high.

The project provides for a great diversity . of
recreational - opportunities Including nature
appreciation, hiking, photography, hunting, fishing,
and boat launching. Special care; however, will be
required to protect the areas of botanical interest from
degradation and introduction of exotic species.

MANAG NT

The Division of Recreation and ‘Parks s the
recommended manager for the tract on the east bank
of the Apalachicola and immediately north of Tomreya
State Park. The tract would be managed as a unit (or
units) of the State Park System; it could-be managed
in conjunction with the State Park. = The Gadsden
Glades tract would be managed as - a Preserve or
Botanical Site. Other particularly sensitive areas
under the Division's management may warrant
Botanical Site or Preserve designation. The Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission would manage the
Atkins Tract as a Widlife Management Area; the
Division of Forestry would be a cooperating manager.
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The Gadsden Glades and Aspalaga Landing would be
managed under "single-use” principles as a State
Botanical Sites or State Preserves. That is, primary
management objective would be preservation of the
rare upland glade, slope forest, and bluff natural
community types. These communities are basically
self-maintaining; however, controlled burning or hand
removal of hardwoods may be necessary to prevent
surrounding forest from encroaching into the glades.
Control /eradication of feral hogs, which are presently
damaging some sites, should be a management
priority.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT

The slope forests, seepage communities, upland
glade, bluff, and sandhill communities are highly
susceptible to human-induced degradation. Vehicular
and foot traffic have already damaged several of the
upland glade communities. Erosion from vehicle
traffic and lumbering is presently occurring in the
slope forests of Gadsden Glades, and the
sedimentation is washing into the Apalachicola River.
Given the small population sizes of some of the rare
plant species known from the entire project, a single
unscrupulous or ignorant plant collector could
completely eliminate several species from Florida.

Much of the project could be converted to
commercial pine plantation at any time. One of the
highest quality upland glades and the surrounding
land was recently mechanically site-prepared and
planted to pine plantation; herbicides were also
reportedly used. The extent of long-term damage to
this site is not yet known. Residential development is
encroaching on Gadsden Glades and several
homesteads are located within the timberlands
adjacent to the site.

ACQUISITION PLANNING
This project was included within the overall

Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning
boundary.
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#15 APALACHICOLA RIVER

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into 2 projects: Apalachicola Bay
and Apalachicola River, Phase |. The Gadsden
County Glades project was removed from the CARL
list and included in Phase | of Apalachicola River.
Phase | of the Apalachicola River also includes the
Aspalaga Landing tract and the Atkins tract.

Acquisition Phasging
Priorities (Prior to the 1992 Boundary Amendment)
based on biological significance are:

Priority I: Gadsden County Glades
Priority ll: Aspalaga Landing
Priority lll: Atkins tract

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved an addition of
4,570 acres to the project boundary with an estimated
tax assessed value of approximately $1,813,157. The
amendment consisted of five tracts. The inclusion of
additional river floodplain extended the Gadsden
Glades tract boundary to the north. The Gadsden
Glades tract was also expanded along the eastern
boundary to buffer Flat Creek, a tributary. Tracts of
land were added to connect the Gadsden Glades tract
with the Aspalaga Landing tract and the Aspalaga
tract with the northemn: boundary of the State Park.
Finally, additional floodplain was added between the
State Park and the river.

Coordination
This project is being pursued in cooperation with the
Northwest Florida Water Management District and The
Nature Conservancy.

OWNERSHIP

The Gadsden County Glades tract consists of
approximately 1,912 acres and 13 owners; Aspalaga
Landing tract consists of approximately 800 acres and -
2 owners; and the Atkins tract consists of
approximately 3,210 acres and 7 owners.

MANAGEMENT COST

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission for Atkins Tract

Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY (CARL, GR, etc.) "
Salary oPs Expense oco FCO Total
Startup CARL $36,950 | $52000 | $20,000 | $28,700 0 $90,850
FY 199304 CARL $36,950 $5,200 $20,000 | $28,700 0 $90,850
PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Division of Recreation and Parks for area north of Torreya State Park
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY (CARL, GR, etc))
Salary OPS Expense 0oco FCO Total
Start-up CARL $72,319 $44,720 $49,730 $81,527 0 $248,298
FY 193394 CARL $72,319 $44,720 $48,730 $81,527 0 $248,206




#15 APALACHICOLA RIVER

_The 1992 project addition added. 56 parcels’and 30

owners - 3 major owners (see Acquisition Planning

above).

Portions. of the entire Apalachicola River and Bay
‘resource planning boundary -are aiready protected
through - acquisition by  the state, the water
management district, and The Nature Conservancy
- (TNC). M.K. Ranch (8,793 acres) was purchased
. through CARL in 1985 ($2,923,153), the Torreya State
. Park (1,063 acres) was a pre-1963 acquisition - 1944-
1949 ($6,130), and portions of the Apalachicola Bay
CARL project were purchased with EEL and CARL
.funds. The 1,485 acre Torreya State Park Addition
was acquired ($1,127,000) by the state (LATF) in 1989
through The Nature Conservancy. The Apalachicola
. Bluffs. and Ravines Preserve (6,300 % acres).
consisting of three tracts, Alum Bluff, Traveler's, and
- Dupuis, Is owned and managed by The: Nature
Conservancy. The Northwest Florida Water
Management ‘District has been very active in land
acquisition along the Apalachicola River and has
. purchased 35,509 acres to date.

. ACQUISITION. STATUS

Water management - district and The  Nature
-Conservancy taking lead in negotiations. They have
had no success in negotiations to date.
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Assessment Approved 11/20/86

Northwest Florida Water Management District

- Support for acquisition _ -
Frankiin County Seafood Workers Assoclation .- -
- Support for acquisition

Design/Boundary #1 Approved:5/29/87
Design/Boundary #2 Approved: 12/7;90

Design/Boundary Modified:"

6/28/91 - clarification - '
4/07/92 4570acrasadded
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#12 APALACHICOLA RIVER GADSDEN/LIBERTY/CALHOUN COUNTIES
Acreage Value
Acquired Remaining Funds Expended Remaining Tax Value
or Encumbered
-0-* 20,181 -0- $7,952,100

* see Ownership

LOCATION

In Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties, northwest
Florida Panhandle, south of the town of
Chattahoochee; two tracts east and one tract west of
Apalachicola River floodplain. This project lies within
Florida's Senate District 3 and House Districts 7 and
66. It also lies within the jurisdictions of the
Apalachee Regional Planning Council and the
Northwest Florida Water Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

The Apalachicola River drainage basin is believed to
have more species of plants and animals than
anywhere else in temperate North America; it is a
recognized region of endemism in Florida. The bluifs
and ravines of the upper Apalachicola River have
been known to be highly significant botanically for

B PO P 5 1 R
Highest Ranked FNAl-isted Elements

Name FNAI Rank
UPLAND GLADE G1/81
Apalachicola rosemary G1/51
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2z/s2
Fringed campion G2/52
Florida yew G2/S2
Baltzell's sedge G2/s2
SANDHILL G2G3/S2
65 FNAI elements known from project

over 150 years. The area is also of high
biogeographical importance, with plant associations
having affinities with the western U.S. and Asia.

The Apalachicola River project is not only highly
significant because it buffers the Apalachicola River,
but because it offers the opportunity to preserve much
of the unique natural character of the upper
Apalachicola. The project supports at least 45 FNAI-
listed plant species.

The project, as amended in 1992 and 1993, consists
of three tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola
River: 1) a larger tract on the east bank of the river
that runs southward from the railroad west of River
Junction to the north and west boundary of Torreya
State Park; 2) the Atkins Tract on the west bank
(across the river from Torreya State Park); and 3) the
Sweetwater Creek tract east of the river and south of
Torreya State Park.

Tract on East Bank

The 1992 amendment connected two previously
disjunct tracts, Gadsden Glades and Aspalaga
Landing, with Torreya State Park. Acquisition of this
larger tract would provide a continuous protected
corridor along the river that would include the
Gadsden Glades, the lower reaches of the Flat Creek
drainage, the area surrounding Aspalaga Landing, and
significant areas of intact upland mixed forest, upland
pine forest, and floodplain forest lying between
Aspalaga Landing and Torreya State Park. The tract
also contains maost of the known Florida occurrences
of the upland glade natural community type, excellent
examples of slope forest, and bluffs - among the most
endangered natural communities in Florida. Several
very rare plants occur within the boundaries including
two federally endangered plant species, Florida
torreya tree, Torreya taxifolia (namesake of Torreya
State Park), and fringed campion, Silene polypetala,
and the only occurrence in Florida of the state
imperilled rue-anemone, Anemonella thalictroides.

Atkins Tract
The Atkins Tract encompasses high quality floodplain
forest and sandhills natural communities. The
floodplain has reportedly not been timbered in over 80
years. Wildlife is abundant on the tract; gopher
tortoise and the federally endangered red-cockaded
woodpecker occur in the sandhills.

Sweetwater Creek

The Sweetwater Creek tract includes a series of the
deepest and most spectacular steephead ravines in
Florida. Here streams cutting into the high plateau
on the east side of the Apalachicola River have
produced steep-sided ravines as much as 80 feet
deep. The unique Slope Forests in these ravines have
long been known for their extraordinary cluster of rare
plants and animals. They harbor most of the 13 rare
or endangered plants in the tract. These forests are
rich not only in endemic plants, such as the extremely
rare Florida yew and Florida torreya, but also in plants
characteristic of more temperate regions. Several rare
salamanders and fishes inhabit the cool ravine
streams. The plateau is now a sand pine plantation,
but once supported extensive Sandhill. Remnants of
intact Sandhill vegetation on site could serve as
sources of germplasm for restoration. The largest
populations of the rare Apalachicola rosemary, a
species found only in Liberty County, occur in these
disturbed uplands.

The upper Apalachicola River area is rich with
archeological sites from numerous cultural periods.
Several archeological sites are known within the
project boundaries. 'When compared to other
projects, the potential for significant sites is
considered to be high.
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The project provides for a great diversity of
recreational opportunities including nature
appreciation, hiking, photography, hunting, fishing,
and boat launching. Special care, however, will be
required to protect the areas of botanical interest from
degradation and introduction of exotic species.

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS

The Division of Recreation and Parks is the
recommended manager for the tract on the east bank
of the Apalachicola and immediately north of Torreya
State Park. The tract would be managed as a unit (or
units) of the State Park System, perhaps in
conjunction with the State Park. The Gadsden Glades
and Aspalaga Landing would be managed under
"single-use" principles as State Botanical Sites or State
Preserves. That is, the primary management objective
would be preservation of the rare upland glade, slope
forest, and bluff natural community types. These
communities are self-maintaining, but controlled
burning or hand removal of hardwoods may be
necessary to prevent forest from encroaching on the
glades. Control/eradication of feral hogs, which are
now damaging some sites, should be a management
priority. Other particularly sensitive areas under the
Division's management may also warrant Botanical
Site or Preserve designation.

The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission would
manage the Atkins Tract as a Wildlife Management
Area; the Division of Forestry would be a cooperating
manager.
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The Division of Forestry proposes to manage the
Sweetwater Creek tract as a State Forest for ten years
after acquisition. Initially, the Division will secure the
tract, provide limited public access, and inventory the
site’s resources. A management plan based on this
inventory will address management of the sand pine
plantations and their reforestation with longleaf pine,
and protection of endangered species. The Division
will provide for limited recreation and environmental
education in coordination with the Division of
Recreation and Parks. After 10 years, the Division of
Recreation and Parks will assume management of the
tract as a unit of the state park system. Management
will continue the restoration of natural systems, the
protection of rare and endangered species, and the
provision of appropriate resource-based recreation
and education.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT

The slope forests, seepage communities, upland
glade, bluff, and sandhill communities are highly
susceptible to degradation by people. Vehicular and
foot traffic have already damaged several of the
upland glades. In the slope forests near the glades,
sediment eroded by vehicles and lumbering is
washing into the Apalachicola River. Given the small
population sizes of some of the rare plants in the
project, a single unscrupulous or ignorant plant
collector could completely eliminate several species
from Florida.

The plateau around Sweetwater Creek has already
been cleared and planted in sand pine, and much of
the rest of the project could be converted to

MANAGEMENT COST

s L —— ey
PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission for Atkins Tract
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY || (CARL,GR, etc) | ™ galary OPS Expense 0CO FCO Total
Start-up CARL $36,950 $52,000 $20,000 $28,700 0 $90,850
FY 1993-94 CARL $36,950 $5,200 $20,000 $28,700 0 $90,850
PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Division of Recreation and Parks for area north of Torreya State Park
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY (| (CARL, GR, ete.) [ saiary OPS Expense 0CO FCO Total
Start-up CARL $72,319 $44,720 $49,730 $81,527 0 $248,296
FY 1994-35 CARL $72,319 $44,720 $49,730 $81,527 0 $248,296
PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Division of Forestry - Sweetwater Creek Tract
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY | (CARL,GR, etc) [ galary OFS Expense oco FCO Total
Start-up CARL $85,696 0 $20,000 $126,600 {0 $233,296
FY 1994-95 CARL $92,387 £ $20,000 $5,000 0 $117,387
PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Division of Recreation and Parks for Sweetwater Creek Tract
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY || (CARL, GR, etc.) | Sajary OPS Expense 0Co FCO Total
Start-up CARL $83,306 $24,960 $16,800 $101,252 0 $226,318
S e R e
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commercial pine plantation at any time. One of the
highest quality upland glades and the surrounding
land was recently mechanically site-prepared and
planted to pine plantation; herbicides were also
reportedly used. The extent of long-term damage to
this site is not yet known. Residential development is
encroaching on Gadsden Glades and several
homesteads are located within the timberands
adjacent to the site.

ACQUISITION PLANNING
This project was included within the overall

Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning
boundary.

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into 2 projects: Apalachicola Bay
and Apalachicola River, Phase |. The Gadsden
County Glades project was removed from the CARL
list and included in Phase | of Apalachicola River.
Phase | of the Apalachicola River also includes the
Aspalaga Landing tract and the Atkins tract.

Acquisition Phasing
Priorities (Prior to the 1992 Boundary Amendment)
based on biological significance are:

Priority I: Gadsden County Glades
Priority Il: Aspalaga Landing
Priority Ill: Atkins tract

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved an addition of
4,570 acres to the project boundary with an estimated
tax assessed value of approximately $1,813,157. The
amendment consisted of five tracts. The inclusion of
additional river floodplain extended the Gadsden
Glades tract boundary to the north. The Gadsden
Glades tract was also expanded along the eastern
boundary to buffer Flat Creek, a tributary. Tracts of
land were added to connect the Gadsden Glades tract
with the Aspalaga Landing tract and the Aspalaga
tract with the northern boundary of the Torreya State
Park. Finally, additional fioodplain was added
between the state park and the river.

On December 9, 1993, the LAAC approved the
addition of 9,689 acres (Sweetwater Creek, a 1993
proposal) to the project boundaries.

Coordination
This project is being pursued in cooperation with the
Northwest Florida Water Management District and The
Nature Conservancy. Congress appropriated $2
million to the US Forest Service for acquisitions in the
Apalachicola National Forest.

OWNERSHIP

The Gadsden County Glades tract consists of
approximately 1,912 acres and 13 owners; Aspalaga
Landing tract consists of approximately 800 acres and
2 owners; and the Atkins tract consists of
approximately 3,210 acres and 7 owners.

The 1992 project addition included 56 parcels and 30
owners - 3 major owners (see Acquisition Planning
above).
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The 1993 project addition, Sweetwater Creek, included
45 parcels and approximately 20 owners.

Portions of the entire Apalachicola River and Bay
resource planning boundary are already protected
through acquisition by the state, the water
management district, and The Nature Conservancy
(TNC). M.K. Ranch (8,793 acres) was purchased
through CARL in 1985 ($2,923,153), the Torreya State
Park (1,063 acres) was a pre-1963 acquisition - 1944-
1949 ($6,130), and portions of the Apalachicola Bay
CARL project were purchased with EEL and CARL
funds. The 1,485 acre Torreya State Park Addition
was acquired ($1,127,000) by the state (LATF) in 1989
through The Nature Conservancy. The Apalachicola
Bluffs and Ravines Preserve (6,300 =* acres),
consisting of three tracts, Alum Bluff, Traveler's, and
Dupuis, is owned and managed by The Nature
Conservancy. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District has been very active in land
acquisition along the Apalachicola River and has
purchased 35,509 acres to date.

ACQUISITION STATUS

No success in negotiations on original sites to date.
NWFWMD performing new appraisal on Atkins tract.
New site, Sweetwater Creek, added in 1993. Mapping
will be initiated early in 1994, depending upon
outcome of discussions with St. Joe Paper Co., the
major owner.

RESOLUTIONS

111:  Northwest Florida Water Management District
- Support for acquisition

Franklin County Seafood Workers Association
- Support for acquisition

1993: Liberty County Commission - Opposes state
acquisition

PROJECT HISTORY
Assessment Approved: 11/20/86

Design/Boundary #1 Approved:5/29/87
Design/Boundary #2 Approved:12/7/90
Design/Boundary Modified:

06/28/91 - clarification

04/07/92 - 4,570 acres added

12/09/93 - 9,689 acres added

PREVIOUS RANKINGS

1993 15
1992 10
1991 24
ACQUISITION HISTORY
Year Acres Funds
- None -
ST T
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Apalachicola River - ~ Priority Project # 15

Acres Cost/Tax Value || County(ies): e - _ Gadsden Liberty and Calhoun

A_cqui,red:"' s 0 . ~ $0 || Water Mgmt. District: : _ ' Northwest Fiorida

Remaihin_g: 20,181 $7,952,100 | Regional Planning Council: _ Apalachee_
To_tals: ' 20,181 $7,952,100 | Senate D'istrict(s)' 3 - | House District(s):

The Apalachlcola River dramage basin is believed to have more species of plants and animals than anywhere else in
temperate North America; iti is a recognized region of endemism in Florida. The bluffs-and ravines of the upper Apalachtcola
N River have been known to be highly significant botanically for over 150 years. The. area is also of hlgh blogeographrcal
importance, wuth plant associations having affinities with the western U.S. and AS|a .

The Apalachicola River project is not only highly significant because it buffers the Apalachicola River, but because it offers ~
the opportunity to preserve much of the unique natural character of the upper Apalachlcola The prOJect supports at least} -

' {45 FNAL-isted plant species.

‘§ The project, as amended in 1992 and 1993, consists of three tracts of Iand along the upper 'Apalachic’ola River: 1) a larger
tract on the east-bank of the river that runs southward from the railroad west of River Junction to the north and west
boundary of Torreya State Park; -2) the Atkins Tract on the west-bank (across the river from Torreya State Park) and 3)
the Sweetwater Creek tract east of the river and south of Torreya State Park.

Jracton East Bank_ o
The 1992 amendment connected- two previously dlS]unCt tracts; Gadsden Glades and Aspalaga Landmg. with Torreya State
Park.- ‘Acquisition of this- larger tract would provide a continuous protected corridor along the river that would include the
Gadsden Giades, the lower reaches of the Flat Creek drainage, the area surrounding Aspalaga Landing, and significant
areas of intact upland mixed forest, upland pine forest, and floodplain forest lying between Aspalaga Landing and Torreya
State Park. The tract also contains'most of the known Florida occurrences of the upland glade natural community type,
excellent examples of slope forest, and bluffs - among the most endangered natural communities in Florida. Several very

rare plants occur within the boundaries including two federally endangered plant species, Florida torreya tree, Torreyal]l -

taxifolia (namesake of Torreya State Park), and fringed campion, Silene polypetala, and the only occurrence in Florida of
the state |mperllled rue-anemone, Anemonella thal:ctrordes : -

Atkins Tract _
The Atkins Tract encompasses high quahty ﬂoodplam forest and sandhills natural communities. The floodplaln has
reportedly not been timbered in over 80 years. Wildlife is abundant on the tract, gopher tortorse and the federally
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker occur in the sandhills. ;

Sweetwater Creek ' -
{ The Sweetwater Creek tract includes a series of the deepest and most spectacular steephead ravmes in Florlda Here
|} streams cutting into the high plateau on the east side of the Apalachicola River have produced steep-sided ravines as much
as 80 feet deep. The unique Slope Forests in these ravines have long been known for their extraordinary cluster of rare
plants and animals. They harbor most of the 13 rare or endangered plants in the tract. These forests are rich not only in
endemic plants, such as the extremely rare Florida yew and Florida torreya, but also in plants characteristic of more
temperate regions. Several rare salamanders and fishes inhabit the cool ravine streams. The plateau is now a sand pine
plantation, but once supported extensive Sandhill. Remnants of intact Sandhill vegetation on site could serve as sources
of germplasm for restoration. The largest populations of the rare Apalachicola rosemary, a species found only in leerty_
1 County, occur in these disturbed uplands : _
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The primary goals of management of the Apalachlcola River CARL project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines'
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that provide critical habitat for many rare plants and animals;

to conserve and restore these important ecosystems and their plant and animal resources through purchase because
regulation cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be managed under the single-use concept, with management activities
being directed toward the preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests; glades, and archaeological sites, the
removal of pine plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when completed, will include most of the |-
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the
appropriate size and location to achieve the management goals

SO

Qualifications for state designation The unique and- sensitive forests glades ‘and streams on the east side of the
Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the west side of the river
has the size and wildlife resources to qualify as a wildlife management area. .

Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks should manage the areas east of the Apalachlcola River. The Division
of Forestry, however, will manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after the state acquires it. The Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage the Atkins tract.

Management goals Primary goals are the preservation and restoration of the natural ecosystems ofthe bluffs along the
1l upper Apalachicola River and the provision of areas for natural-resource-based recreation. -

Conditions affecting intensity of management The portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State Park and
east of the river will be high-need management areas with emphasis on public recreational use and development compatible
with resource protection and management. During an initial 10-year period in which the Division of Forestry will restore
f natural pine forests on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need management area. . '

Timetable for implementing management Within the first year after acquisition, management activities will concentrate
on site security, natural and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan for long-terrn public
use and resource management.

Estimate of revenue-generating potential No significant revenue is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably be several years before any significant
public facilities are devetoped The degree of future revenue generated will depend on the nature and extent of public use
and facilities.

Cooperators in management No Iocal govemments or others are recommended for management of this pro;ect area

GFCICARL $36,950 $52,000 $20000 - $28,700
Recurring | GFC/CARL ~ $36,950 $52,000 ~  $20,000 $28,700
Start-up | DRP/CARL $72,319 $44,720  $49,730 - ' $81,527
Recurring | DRP/CARL = $72,319  $44720  $49,730 $81,527
Start-up | DOF/CARL s'ag,ess | $0  $20000  $126,600
Recurring | DOF/CARL $92,387 ©$0 $20000  $5000 )|
Start-u DRP/CARL -~ $83,306 $24,960 $16,800  $101252 $226,318

P-93
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Assessment Apprdved: 11720186 - _ :CARL A_cquisition Histdry o

5/29/87
12/07/90

1994 12 Boundary/Design Modifications || o None
1993 15 § 6/28/91 Clarification "

1992 10 4/7/92 4,570 acres added

1991 24 12!9!9:; 9,689 acres added

1990 - ' |

~ Ranking -
(last 5 yrs.) Project Design Approved:

Acres Funds

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addition includes
an additional 30 owners. Neal Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major owners, Neal by far the largest.
The largest parcels inthe Aspajaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same three ownerships, with Soterra owning
the most acreage. The Atkins tract (3,210 acres) includes 7 owners, one major owner. The largest owner in Sweetwater
Creek (9,689 acres) is St. Joe.

The project is being pursued with the cooperatlon of the Northwest Flonda Water Management District and The Nature
Conservancy, although this project is not a shared, partnership project with the drstnct :

Resolutions for this project include a resolution in support of state acquistion from the Northwest Florida Water Management
District. A resolution opposing state acquisition was received from the Liberty County Commission.

Natural Forest Vascular Fish and Fresh Water
Communities Resources Plants - Wildlife . Resources

1 2 1 2a 2b | 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3

H H H L L | ™ H H L N M |'M™ N N L M N N o B
g:;’;‘ff’,f:,' :e'::om Outdoor Recreation Resources Acquisition Guiding Prlnciple's-

1 2 1a 1b 1 2a 2b 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
M H |M N L H H L N H|H N m ™M N H ™M H H

Imminent Danger of: Likely to be: ~Serves to Protect: ' o's Also Met
Develop- Loss of Subdivision Developed | Escalating Recharge Other | Res.-based | Costs ?0% E& T spp
ment Habitat in 12 mos. Land Val- Area Nat. Res. Recreation Appraisal Habrtat_
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Apalachicola River

Priority 25

Gadsden, Liberty, Calboun and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the
most significant natural features of the southeastern
Coastal Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted
with unique sedgy glades, the area harbors many
northern, rare, and endemic plants and animals, such as
the nearly extinct Florida torreya tree. By connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve
to the south and with limestone glades to the north, and
by protecting forests on the west bank of the river, the
Apalachicola River project will help preserve the water
quality of the river~which feeds the productive
Apalachicola Bay~and the unique species and biological
communities of the region, as well as provide the public
with scenic areas for hiking, boat launching, and other
recreational pursuits.

Manager

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for
ten years after acquisition, after which DRP will manage
it. The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission will
manage the Atkins tract.

General Description

The project consists of four tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River. 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya. 2) the Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats. 3) the Atkins Tract, west of Torreya
State Park, contained excellent floodplain forest and
sandhills, but has reportedly been timbered recently. 4)
the Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya State
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
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some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a
high potential for archaeological sites; several are
already known. All these areas are threatened by
timbering and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract

consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addition
includes an additional 30 owners. Neal Land & Timber
Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major owners,
Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most
acreage. The Atkins tract (3,210 acres) includes 7
owners, one major owner. The largest owner in

Sweetwater Creek (9,689 acres) is St. Joe.

In 1995, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council added
a 374-acre tract (Land property) to the project
boundary. The tract is across the Apalachicola River
from the Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to
the Sneads Cave site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves
project.

Coordination

The project is being pursued with the cooperation of
the Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy, although this project is not
a shared, partnership project with the district.



FNAI Element Occurrences
UPLAND GLADE G1/81
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama zmgfep:od G1/51
Curuiss' loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/82
Fringed campion G2/82
Florida yew G2/82
67 FNAI elements known from site

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and
animals; to conserve and restore these important
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources
through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward
the preservation of steephead streams, hardwood
forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the removal
of pine plantations, and restoration of natural pine
forests. The project, when completed, will include
most of the bluffs and ravines in private ownership
and will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and
location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on
the west side of the river has the size and wildlife
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola

68

Estimated {Tax Assessed) Value of
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Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Acres) 20,181
Acres Acquired 0
at a Cost of $0
Acres Remaining 20,181

47,952,100 £ S5

of o el 2g4|
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River. The Division of Forestry, however, will m—f
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten

years after the state acquires it. The Game and > / —~
Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage the 6 6/
Atkins tract. o

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be
high-need management areas with emphasis on
public recreational use and development compatible
with resource protection and management. During
an initial 10-year period in which the Division of
Forestry will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within
the first year after acquisition, management
activities will concentrate on site security, natural
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward
the development of a plan for long-term public use
and resource management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant
revenue is expected to be generated initially after
the lands are placed under management of the
Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably
be several years before any significant public
facilities are developed. The degree of future
revenue generated will depend on the nature and
extent of public use and facilities.

Cooperators in management No local governments
or others are recommended for management of this
project area.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup
Source of Funds CARL
Salary $83,306
(1] $24,960
Expense $16,800
0Co $101,252
FCO : $0
TOTAL $226,318

Recurring
CARL

$72,319
$44,720
$48,730
$1,000
$0
$167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup
Source of Funds CARL
Salary $105,910
0PS $0
Expense $30,000
0co $168,000
FCO $0
TOTAL $303,910

Recurring
CARL

$105,910
$0
$30,000
$13,000
$0
$148,910

Management Cost Summary GFC

Categary
Source of Funds

Salary
0PS
Expense
0co
FCO
TOTAL

1994/95
CARL

$68,280
50
$99,961
$0

$0
$168,241
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Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category
Source of Funds

Salary
1]
Expense
oco
FCO
TOTAL

1995/36
CARL

$85,491
$0
$45,000
$0

$0
$130.491

170

Startup Recurring
CARL CARL
$72,319 $72,319
$44,720 $44,720
$49,730 $49,730
$81,527 $1,000
$0 $0
$248,296 $167,769
1996/97

CARL

$85,491

$0

$65,000

$0

$0

$150,481
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Priority 25 .

Gadsden, Liberty, Galhnnn and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State ﬂcqmsmnn

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola Rlver valley are some of the
most significant natural fpatures of the southeastern
Coastal Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted
with unique sedgy glades, the area harbors many
northern, rare, and endemic plants and animals, such
as the nearly extinct Florida torreya tree. By
connecting Torreya State Park with a Nature
Conservancy preserve to the south and with
limestone glades to the .north and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of
the river-which feeds the productive Apalachicola
Bay-and the unique lSpEClCS and  biological
communities of the region, as well as provide the
public with scenic areas for hiking, boat launching,
and other recreational pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The
Division of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater
Creek tract for ten years after acquisition, after which
. DRP will manage it. The Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission will manage the Atkins tract.

General Description i
The project consists of four tracts of land along the

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/81
Apalachicola rosemary G1/s1
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/81
Flovida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpeckerl G2/s2
Fringed campion 5 G2/82
Florda yew | G2/52

67 elements known from project

|
|
|
'l

upper Apalachicola River. 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and
floodplain forests and most of the upland glades in the
state. It shelters several extremely rare plants such as
the Florida torreya. 2) the Land property, west of the
former area, contains floodplain forest important for
southeastern and gray bats. 3) the Atkins Tract, west
of Torreya State Park, contained excellent floodplain
forest and sandhills, but has reportedly been timbered
recently. 4) the Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead
ravines in the state, with unique hardwood forests
harboring many rare plants and animals. The uplands
between the steepheads are a sand pine plantation.
The upper Apalachicola has a high potential for
archaeological sites; several are already known. All
these areas are threatened by timbering - and
unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state
forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature
appreciation, limited hunting and fishing, and boat
launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres)
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992
addition includes an additional 30 owners. Neal Land

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Acres) 16,427
Acres Acquired 0
at a Cost of $0
Acres Remaining 16,427

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,472,895
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& Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major
owners, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in
the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the
same three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most
acreage. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek
(9,145 acres) is St. Joe.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden
Glades tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave
site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves project.
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On December 5, 1996, the LAAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less~Than-Fee category.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management Diestrict
and The Nature Conservancy have provided
information and assistance with this project. It is ot
a Bargain/Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and
animals; to conserve and restore these important
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources
through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward
the preservation of steephead streams, hardwood
forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the removal
of pine plantations, and restoration of natural pine
forests. The project, when completed, will include
most of the bluffs and ravines in private ownership
and will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and
location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on
the west side of the river has the size and wildlife
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola
River. The Division of Forestry, however, will

manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten
years after the state acquires it. The Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage the
Atkins tract.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be
high-need management areas with emphasis on
public recreational use and development compatible
with resource protection and management. During
an initial 10-year period in which the Division of
Forestry will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within
the first year after acquisition, management
activities will concentrate on site security, natural
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward
the development of a plan for long-term public use
and resource management.

Revenue-generating  potential No  significant
revenue is expected to be generated initially after
the lands are placed under management of the
Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably
be several years before any significant public
facilities are developed. The degree of future
revenue generated will depend on the nature and
extent of public use and facilities.

Cooperators in management No local governments
or others are recommended for management of this
project area.
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Management Cost Summary ﬁHPISwaatwater Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Starlﬁp Recurring Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds LI:(%RL'»I CARL Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72319 Salary $712,319 $72319
0PS $24,960 $44,720 0PS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730 Expense $49,730 $49,730
0co $101,252 $1,000 oco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0 FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startt:m Recurring

Source of Funds CARL]| CARL

|
Salary $105,910 $105,810
0PS $0 | $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
0co $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 | $0
TOTAL saus,{sw $148,910

|
Management Cost Summary GFC
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary | $66,950 $66,950
oPS $10,500 $5,250
Expense $52,500 $42,000
oco $70,000 $0
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $206,950 $114,200
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Apalachicola River

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the
most significant natural features of the southeastern
Coastal Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted
with unique sedgy glades, the area harbors many
northern, rare, and endemic plants and animals, such
as the nearly extinct Florida torreya tree. By
connecting Torreya State Park with a Nature
Conservancy preserve to the south and with
limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of
the river-which feeds the productive Apalachicola
Bay-and the wunique species and biological
communities of the region, as well as provide the
public with scenic areas for hiking, boat launching,
and other recreational pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The
Division of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater
Creek tract for ten years after acquisition, after which
DRP will manage it. The Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission will manage the Atkins tract.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida's upland glades

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/81
Apalachicola rosemary G1/81
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/s1
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/82
Fringed campion G2/52
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

82

Priority 25
Counties

natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of four tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the
east bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and
floodplain forests and most of the upland glades in the
state. It shelters several extremely rare plants such as
the Florida torreya. 2) the Land property, west of the
former area, contains floodplain forest important for
southeastern and gray bats. 3) the Atkins Tract, west
of Torreya State Park, contained excellent floodplain
forest and sandhills, but has reportedly been timbered
recently. 4) the Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead
ravines in the state, with unique hardwood forests
harboring many rare plants and animals. The uplands
between the steepheads are a sand pine plantation.
The upper Apalachicola has a high potential for
archaeological sites; several are already known. All
these areas are threatened by timbering and
unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state
forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature
appreciation, limited hunting and fishing, and boat
launching.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Acres) 16,427
Acres Acquired 346
at a Cost of $240,000
Acres Remaining 16,081
with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,336,557
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Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres)

tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992
addition includes an additional 30 owners. Neal Land
& Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major
owners, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in

the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the

same three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most

acreage. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek
(9,145 acres) is St. Joe.

On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is
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across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden
Glades tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave
site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the

Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management Diestrict
and The Nature Conservancy have provided
information and assistance with this project. It is not
a Bargain/Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River CARL project are: to conserve the rich bluffs
and ravines along the upper Apalachicola River,
unique in North America, that provide critical habitat
for many rare plants and animals; to conserve and
restore these important ecosystems and their plant
and animal resources through purchase because
regulation cannot adequately protect them; to provide
areas for natural-resource-based recreation; and to
preserve several significant archaeological sites. The
project should be managed under the single-use
concept, with management activities being directed
toward the preservation of steephead streams,
hardwood forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the
removal of pine plantations, and restoration of
natural pine forests. The project, when completed,
will include most of the bluffs and ravines in private
ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the
appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola

m

River. The Division of Forestry, however, will
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten
years after the state acquires it. The Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission will manage the Atkins tract.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public
recreational use and development compatible with
resource protection and management. During an
initial 10-year period in which the Division of
Forestry will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the
development of a plan for long-term public use and
resource management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the Division of
Recreation and Parks. It will probably be several
years before any significant public facilities are
developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use
and facilities.

Cooperators in management No local governments
or others are recommended for management of this
project area.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup
Source of Funds CARL
Salary $83,306
0PS $24,960
Expense $16,800
0co $101,252
FCO $0
TOTAL $226,318
Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater
Category Startup

Source of Funds CARL

Salary $105,910

0PS $0

Expense $30,000

0co $168,000

FCO $0

TOTAL $303,910

Recurring
CARL

$72,319
$44,720
$49,730
$1,000
$0
$167,769

Recurring
CARL

$105,910
$0
$30,000
$13,000
$0
$148,910
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Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
0PS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
0co $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
Management Cost Summary GFWFC|Atkins Tract

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $74,630 $74,630
0PS $13,180 $5,828
Expense $55,125 $44,100
oco $65,600 $10,000
FCO $60,000 $0
TOTAL $268,535 $134,558
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Background Information:
On July 1, 1987, the Land Acquisition Selection Committee (LASC) approved the project

design for phase one of the Apalachicola River and Bay CARL project (later renamed
Apalachicola River). The Nature Conservancy (TNC) proposed the addition of
approximately 11,200 acres (Lake Wimico tract) with an estimated tax assessed value
of $7,840,000, as phase two of the Apalachicola River project. TNC is in the early
stages of negotiations with the landowner, the St. Joe Company. Representatives of
the landowner have indicated they would consider a sale of the land. The entire tract is
within the Apalachicola River resource planning boundary, approved by the LASC in
November 1986.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC approved the addition of 11,200 acres to the project
boundary and designated the addition an essential parcel.

Resource Information:

According to the FNAI's review of FDOT black and white aerial photographs and USGS
topographic quadrangle maps, the majority of the proposed amendment appears to
contain the following: floodplain swamp, floodplain marsh and baygall. The site
appears to contain high quality wetlands fronting on Lake Wimico. FNAI has recorded
occurrences of bald eagle and osprey from the tract.

Management: The proposed addition will be managed by the GFC as an addition to
the Apalachicola River Wildlife and Environmental Area. The GFC supports the addition
by virtue of its connectivity to other public land, resource value and management
potential. The tract is on the GFC’s inholdings and addition list.
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Apalachicola River

Priority 23

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines
of the northern Apalachicola River valley are some
of the most significant natural features of the
southeastern Coastal Plain. Covered with rich
forests and dotted with unique sedgy glades, the
area harbors many northern, rare, and endemic
plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the
south and with limestone glades to the north, and
by protecting forests on the west bank of the river,
the Apalachicola River project will help preserve
the water quality of the river - which feeds the
productive Apalachicola Bay - and the unique spe-
cies and biological communities of the region, as
well as provide the public with scenic areas for
hiking, boat launching, and other recreational pur-
suits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The
Division of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater
Creek tract for ten years after acquisition, after
which DRP will manage it.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland
glades natural community, currently not repre-
sented on conservation lands, and harbors several

FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/81
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

globally rare plant species as well as 16 species
occurring nowhere else in Florida. It consists of
four tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola
River: 1) a large tract on the east bank, running
south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya State
Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shel-
ters several extremely rare plants such as the
Florida torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the
former area, contains floodplain forest important
for southeastern and gray bats; 3) The Atkins Tract,
west of Torreya State Park, contained excellent
floodplain forest and sandhills, but has reportedly
been timbered recently; 4) The Sweetwater Creek
tract, connecting Torreya State Park with a Na-
ture Conservancy preserve, includes some of the
deepest steephead ravines in the state, with unique
hardwood forests harboring many rare plants and
animals. The uplands between the steepheads are
a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola
has a high potential for archaeological sites; sev-
eral are already known. All these areas are threat-
ened by timbering and unrestricted vehicular ac-
cess.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state
parks or preserves, wildlife management areas, and
state forests. It will allow such uses as hiking,
nature appreciation, limited hunting and fishing,
and boat launching.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Acres) 16,427
Acres Acquired 346
at a Cost of $240,000
Acres Remaining 16,081

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,336,557
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Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres)
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The
1992 addition includes 30 additional owners. Neal
Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the
three major owners, Neal by far the largest. The
largest parcels in the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres)
tract consist of the same three ownerships, with
Soterra owning the most acreage. The largest

owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145 acres) is St.

Joe.

On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre
tract (Land property) to the project boundary. The
tract is across the Apalachicola River from the
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Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to the
Sneads Cave site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves
project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred
the Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre
Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee category.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and The Nature Conservancy have provided
information and assistance with this project. Itis
not a Bargain/Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and
animals; to conserve and restore these important
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources
through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The
project should be managed under the single-use
concept, with management activities being
directed toward the preservation of steephead
streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most
of the bluffs and ravines in private ownership and
will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and
location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique
and sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the
east side of the Apalachicola River qualify these
lands as state forests, parks, and preserves. The
Atkins tract on the west side of the river has the

size and wildlife resources to qualify as a wildlife
management area.

Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola
River. The Division of Forestry, however, will
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first
ten years after the state acquires it. The Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage
the Atkins tract.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The portions of the project in the vicinity of the
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be
high-need management areas with emphasis on
public recreational use and development
compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the Division of Forestry will restore natural
pine forests on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the
site will be a low-need management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within
the first year after acquisition, management
activities will concentrate on site security, natural
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward
the development of a plan for long-term public
use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant
revenue is expected to be generated initially after
the lands are placed under management of the
Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably
be several years before any significant public
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facilities are developed. The degree of future
revenue generated will depend on the nature and
extent of public use and facilities.

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds  CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
0oCco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Apalachicola River - Priority 23

Cooperators in management No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
0oCco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
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JACKSON

GADSDEN

Apalachicola River: Overview
Gadsden,Calhoun,Jackson,Liberty Counties

Map Sheet 1:
Sweetwater Creek Site
Map Sheet 2:
Atkins Site
Map Sheet 3:
Aspalaga Site
Map Sheet 4:
Gadsden Glades Site
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Apalachicola River - Priority 23
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Apalachicola River

Priority 21

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines
of the northern Apalachicola River valley are some
of the most significant natural features of the
southeastern Coastal Plain. Covered with rich
forests and dotted with unique sedgy glades, the
area harbors many northern, rare, and endemic
plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the
south and with limestone glades to the north, and
by protecting forests on the west bank of the river,
the Apalachicola River project will help preserve
the water quality of the river—which feeds the
productive Apalachicola Bay—and the unique
species and biological communities of the region,
as well as provide the public with scenic areas for
hiking, boat launching, and other recreational pur-
suits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The
Division of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater
Creek tract for ten years after acquisition, after
which DRP will manage it.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland
glades natural community, currently not repre-
sented on conservation lands, and harbors several
globally rare plant species as well as 16 species

FNAI Elements

[UPLAND GLADE G1/51
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

occurring nowhere else in Florida. It consists of
three tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola
River: 1) a large tract on the east bank, running
south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya State
Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shel-
ters several extremely rare plants such as the
Florida torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the
former area, contains floodplain forest important
for southeastern and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater
Creek tract, connecting Torreya State Park with a
Nature Conservancy preserve, includes some of
the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals. The uplands between the
steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The upper
Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeologi-
cal sites; several are already known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted
vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state
parks or preserves, wildlife management areas, and
state forests. It will allow such uses as hiking,
nature appreciation, limited hunting and fishing,
and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres)
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The
1992 addition includes 30 additional owners. Neal

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Acres) 7,127
Acres Acquired 0
at a Cost of $0
Acres Remaining 7127

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $2,808,322
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Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the
three major owners, Neal by far the largest. The
largest parcels in the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres)
tract consist of the same three ownerships, with
Soterra owning the most acreage. The largest
owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145 acres) is St.
Joe.

On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre
tract (Land property) to the project boundary. The
tract is across the Apalachicola River from the
Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to the
Sneads Cave site of the SE Bat Matemity Caves
project.

100

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred
the Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre
Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an addi-
tional 11,800 acres as “essential”.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and The Nature Conservancy have provided
information and assistance with this project. Itis
not a Bargain/Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and
animals; to conserve and restore these important
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources
through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The
project should be managed under the single-use
concept, with management activities being
directed toward the preservation of steephead
streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most
of the bluffs and ravines in private ownership and
will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and
location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique
and sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the
east side of the Apalachicola River qualify these
lands as state forests, parks, and preserves. The
Atkins tract on the west side of the river has the
size and wildlife resources to qualify as a wildlife
management area.

Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola
River. The Division of Forestry, however, will
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first
ten years after the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The portions of the project in the vicinity of the
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be
high-need management areas with emphasis on
public recreational use and development
compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the Division of Forestry will restore natural
pine forests on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the
site will be a low-need management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within
the first year after acquisition, management
activities will concentrate on site security, natural
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward
the development of a plan for long-term public
use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant
revenue is expected to be generated initially after
the lands are placed under management of the
Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably
be several years before any significant public
facilities are developed. The degree of future
revenue generated will depend on the nature and
extent of public use and facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category
Source of Funds

Salary
OPS
Expense
oco
FCO
TOTAL

Startup
CARL

$83,306
$24,960
$16,800

$101,252

$0

$226,318

Recurring
CARL

$72,319
$44,720
$49,730
$1,000
$0
$167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category
Source of Funds

Salary
OPS
Expense
oco
FCO
TOTAL

Startup
CARL

$72,319
$44,720
$49,730
$81,527

$0

$248,296

Recurring
CARL

$72,319
$44,720
$49,730
$1,000
$0
$167,769

Apalachicola River - Priority 21
Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
oco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
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Apalachicola River: Overview
Gadsden,Calhoun,Jackson,Liberty Counties

Map Sheet 1:
Sweetwater Creek Site
Map Sheet 2:
Atkins Site
Map Sheet 3:
Aspalaga Site
Map Sheet 4:
Gadsden Glades Site
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Revenue-generating potential No significant
revenue is expected to be generated initially after
the lands are placed under management of the DRP.
It will probably be several years before any
significant public facilities are developed. The

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
0oCco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Apalachicola River - Group B/Full Fee

degree of future revenue generated will depend on
the nature and extent of public use and facilities.
Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
0oCOo $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
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Apalachicola River

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines
of the northern Apalachicola River valley are some
of the most significant natural features of the
southeastern Coastal Plain. Covered with rich
forests and dotted with unique sedgy glades, the
area harbors many northern, rare, and endemic
plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the
south and with limestone glades to the north, and
by protecting forests on the west bank of the river,
the Apalachicola River project will help preserve
the water quality of the river—which feeds the
productive Apalachicola Bay—and the unique
species and biological communities of the region,
as well as provide the public with scenic areas for
hiking, boat launching, and other recreational pur-
suits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The
Division of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating
manager for the Sweetwater Creek tract in manag-
ing the forest resources, and timber issues related
to planning and implementation of forest manage-
ment activities, and provide assistance in devel-
oping prescribed burn plans.

FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/81
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/91
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Group A
Full Fee

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland
glades natural community, currently not represented
on conservation lands, and harbors several glo-
bally rare plant species as well as 16 species oc-
curring nowhere else in Florida. It consists of three
tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola River:
1) alarge tract on the east bank, running south from
near Chattahoochee to Torreya State Park, includes
rich upland and floodplain forests and most of the
upland glades in the state. It shelters several ex-
tremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 2)
The Land property, west of the former area, con-
tains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conser-
vancy preserve, includes some of the deepest
steephead ravines in the state, with unique hard-
wood forests harboring many rare plants and ani-
mals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several
are already known. All these areas are threatened
by timbering and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state
parks or preserves, wildlife management areas, and
state forests. It will allow such uses as hiking,
nature appreciation, limited hunting and fishing,
and boat launching.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 14,841
Acres Acquired 681
at a Cost of $912,000
Acres Remaining 14,160

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,792,257
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Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres)
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The
1992 addition includes 30 additional owners. Neal
Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the
three major owners, Neal by far the largest. The
largest parcels in the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres)
tract consist of the same three ownerships, with
Soterra owning the most acreage. The largest
owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145 acres) is St.
Joe.

On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre
tract (Land property) to the project boundary. The
tract is across the Apalachicola River from the
Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to the
Sneads Cave site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves
project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater
site) to the Less-Than-Fee category.
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On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an addi-
tional 11,800 acres as ““essential”.

On April 6, 2001, the Council removed the Atkins
tract site from the project because the resources
had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002 the Council added the Corbin/
Tuckee site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (681 acres) was acquired in 2002.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District
and The Nature Conservancy have provided infor-
mation and assistance with this project. Itisnota
Bargain/Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the
Apalachicola River project are: to conserve the rich
bluffs and ravines along the upper Apalachicola
River, unique in North America, that provide
critical habitat for many rare plants and animals;
to conserve and restore these important ecosystems
and their plant and animal resources through
purchase because regulation cannot adequately
protect them; to provide areas for natural-resource-
based recreation; and to preserve several significant
archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood
forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the
removal of pine plantations, and restoration of
natural pine forests. The project, when completed,
will include most of the bluffs and ravines in private
ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the
appropriate size and location to achieve the

management goals.
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Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique
and sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east
side of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as
state forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract
on the west side of the river has the size and wildlife
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP should manage the areas east of
the Apalachicola River. The DOF, however, will
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten
years after the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The portions of the project in the vicinity of the
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be
high-need management areas with emphasis on
public recreational use and development
compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within
the first year after acquisition, management activities
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will concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the
development of a plan for long-term public use and
resource management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant
revenue is expected to be generated initially after the
lands are placed under management of the DRP. It

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OoPS $24,960 $44,720
. Expense $16,800 $49,730
0CO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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will probably be several years before any significant
public facilities are developed. The degree of future
revenue generated will depend on the nature and
extent of public use and facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
oco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee
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Apalachicola River Boundary Amendment

Group A Project
Amended February 7, 2003
Background Information:
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) proposed although a thorough survey has not been

adding 3,113.87 acres (with a taxed assessed  conducted.
vaIL{e of $764,996) to the Apalachicola River ® Soterra Connector Tract: The tract is
Florida Forever prOjec‘l The addition consists comprised of approximatew 117 acres and

o_f four owners and was proposed for fee- provides a connection between the St. Joe
simple as well as less-than-fee acquisition. The Crooked Creek and Short Creek tracts already
landowners were contacted by the sponsors in the project boundaries. The tract was once
anc! are willing sellers. The Apalachicola River  gominated by good quality upland pine forest
project is a Group A project. and upland mixed forest communities but has
e recently been clear-cut by Soterra. This tract is

On February 7, 2003 the Acquisition and proposed for fee-simple acquisition. A FNAI
Restoration Council (ARC) voted on the evaluation of the boundary addition determined
consent agenda to add these parcels to the that the tract is dominated by clearcut pine
Apalachicola River project. plantation above two forks of a seepage stream

) and its associated bottomland/upland mixed
Resource Information: forest. No rare species are recored for this

. \ tract, although a thorough survey has not been
The addition is comprised of five separate

tracts located in Gadsden and Liberty counties.
The following is a brief description of each of
the tracts.

@ Soterra Crooked Creek Tract: The tract is
comprised of approximately 447 acres and is
contiguous with the eastern boundary of the
existing project. The natural communities on
the tract include slope forest, upland mixed
forest, and upland pine forest. The applicant
reports that the slope forest and portions of the
upland pine forest represent the highest quality
resources on the tract; while the upland mixed
forest has been disturbed by past silvicultural
activities. This tract is proposed for fee-simple
acquisition. A FNAI evaluation of the boundary
addition determined that a well-developed
upland hardwood/slope forest occurs above the
creek. Good to high quality upland mixed
forest and upland pine forest occur further
upslope and on the ridges. Pine plantation is
apparent on several of the ridge-tops; however
the acreage is low, and the disturbance is
described as minimal in the proposal. No rare
species are recorded in the FNAI database,
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conducted. Purchase of this connector should
be contingent upon purchase of the existing
isolated parcel.

©® Thompson Tract: The tract is comprised
of approximately 304 acres and is disjunct from
the current project boundaries. The tract
contains deep steephead ravines with good
quality slope forests, and at least two seepage
streams. The remainder of the uplands consist
of disturbed upland mixed forest and/or upland
pine forest. The tract is proposed for less-than-
fee acquisition. A FNAI evaluation of the
boundary addition determined that the
dominant feature of this property is an upland
hardwood/slope forest community above Flat
Creek, which bisects the property. TNC
describes this community as high quality. The
xeric uplands above the slopes are moderately
to highly disturbed by past forestry practices
and fire suppression. Torreya taxifolia

116

(federally endangered) and Taxus floridana
(state endangered) are documented in the
FNAI database for the site.

@ Hatcher Tract: The tract is comprised of

approximately 160 acres and is adjacent to the
existing project boundaries. The tract consists
of disturbed sandhill community that has been
converted to a dense sand pine plantation.

The tract is proposed for fee simple acquisition.

A FNAI evaluation of the boundary addition
determined the entire 160 acres is sand pine
plantation on former sandhill. This tract is
proposed for acquisition because Mr. Hatcher
will not sell the portion of his property that is
currently in the project boundary uniess this
tract is included. Acquisition of the parcel
currently in the project (contingent on addition
of this tract) would round out an important
boundary along S.R. 12 between the TNC
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Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve and
the Torreya State Park Sweetwater Creek Tract.

© TNC Dupuis/Traveler's Tract: The tract is
comprised of 1,846 acres and is adjacent to the
Hatcher conservation easement and Torreya
State Park. The Nature Conservancy currently
owns the tract. The tract consists of slope
forest, seepage streams, upland mixed forest,
and floodplain swamp communities that are
reported to be of high quality. Upon sale of the
tract, TNC will create a management
endowment, to assist the Division of Recreation
and Parks in the restoration and management
of the site. The tract is proposed for fee simple
acquisition. A FNAI evaluation of the boundary
addition determined that the property supports
high quality slope forest, seepage streams,
upland mixed forests, and floodplain swamp
along the Apalachicola River. The xeric ridges
of the tract have been disturbed by historic

forestry practices, and are in various stages of
restoration. At least twenty rare plants and
animals occur in the Dupuis/Traveler's Tract,
including a substantial population of the
federally Endangered Torreya taxifolia. This
tract is proposed for purchase by the state to
facilitate management of Torreya State Park
and to increase recreational opportunities
associated with the park.

Management:

The Division of Recreation and Parks is the
designated manager for the project. Parcels
acquired in less-than-fee will be monitored and
overseen through the Office of Environmental
Services, Division of State Lands. To the extent
possible, the interests acquired by the Trustees
through such agreements will complement and
be compatible with the management objectives
of the lead managing agency.




118

Apalachicola River

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and imple-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide
assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/s1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/81
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project
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Group A
Full Fee

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals. The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract
consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners. Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145
acres) is St. Joe.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 14,841
Acres Acquired 681
at a Cost of $912,000
Acres Remaining 14,160
with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,792,257
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On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an additional
11,800 acres as “essential”.

On April 6,2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract
site from the project because the resources had been
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (681 acres) was acquired in 2002.

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell
(Atkins) tract to the project.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs
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and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has
the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP should manage the areas east of
the Apalachicola River. The DOF, however, will
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years
after the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public recreational
use and development compatible with resource
protection and management. During an initial 10-year
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the development
of a plan for long-term public use and resource
management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/

Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
0oCco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OoPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oCco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Management Cost Summary DOF/
Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
oco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
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APALACHICOLA RIVER: OVERVIEW

LIBERTY, GADSDEN, CALHOUN, AND JACKSON COUNTIES

APRIL 2003

34




2 Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee

R
6

| AR N T L T
\

17

w
N
/]
™)
soxm
=N»m
T
=N>
=™
-3

‘/
f ,
Ty ""-.____‘ M
v * 15 %-—u.. M:s/g }q 15 | 14 s sidll o 17
“l—,'/ APALACHEE CORRECTIONAL
e = INSTITUTION
ane /
[- 4 . 20 21‘ 2 21 ST < T ml
=7
29 u\ 7 26 5 30 17/ ] 27 2 25 20 ZJ
L/ \
n n » 35 % 31 } = n( ) M 3% n\
\ fran
T2N
I o AR T ]
= e P 8 T
8 9 2 7 " 1 /f'—@ :\ n| / 7
- - T O o i
7] e fli\s 14| 13| 18 - " l TORREYA |16 1] CFll B [ e
. - 7Ry, STATE PARK out®
" = | x| Az % 2§ | 20 |2 2 :3( 2 19
AN
s o /37 s § 0| | 8| 2 w\ 3 | 2 }1
| //
nL = 3% 3n n Fo) ol 3 5—( 3
|1 2N
TIN
5 \ 1| & 4 Afj 1 o 5
. { 12— — |
¥ 9 10 11 12 i 8
8
I 1 |13 1B 17| g 15 14 13 18 | 17
s -
= 2| | x|luw\Nad|la|la|a|x]®]|»
n | 2| % | = o N\ | 28 | 22 | 26 | 25 | 0 |2
ﬁ : 1| w | 3| % | =m B | M | 3| 3 E

APALACHICOLA RIVER: MAP 1 OF 2
LIBERTY, GADSDEN, CALHOUN, AND JACKSON COUNTIES
[_] Fiorida Forever Project Boundary

=

- Essential Parcel(s) Remaining

StateOwnedLands
RY] other Conservation Lands

0 2 4

Miles APRIL 2003

35




Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee .

| R R
8|7
15 14 13 w| = 16 % " w w\ &
( N i
2 3 24 / 19 20 n &g’ 2
zn 24
: | - T.7.¢
} 29
35 r.
69
k<] M % % ad
\ n k] 35 36 31 k]
N T15
r[ T2S
4 1 6 5 ~
4 3 2 6 5
1
| )
0 u 12 9 / 12
10 J 7
APALACHICOLA
15

27 13 NATIONAL FOREST

By
’_\/_‘

N

T
\

/
)
R

%

877

A
APALACHICOLA RIVER: MAP 2 OF 2
LIBERTY, GADSDEN, CALHOUN, AND JACKSON COUNTIES

";—:\-x
///4
v

[] Fiorida Forever Project Boundary
B Essential Parcel(s) Remaining
A\ Other Conservation Lands

36




Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee

Apalachicola River

124

Group A
Full Fee

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisiﬁon

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and imple-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide
assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/81
Apalachicola rosemary G1/81
Alabama anglepod G1/81
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/81
Florida torreya G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals. The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract
consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners. Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145
acres) is St. Joe.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 637
at a Cost of $912,000

Acres Remaining 18,303

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $7,486,842
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On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an additional
11,800 acres as “essential”.

On April 6, 2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract
site from the project because the resources had been
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (681 acres) was acquired in 2002.

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell
(Atkins) tract to the project.

On February 7, 2003 the Council added five tracts to
the project boundaries. They are the Soterra Crooked
Creek Tract (447 acres), the Soterra Connector Tract
(117 acres), the Thompson Tract (304 acres), the
Hatcher Tract (160 acres) and the TNC Dupuis/
Traveler’s Tract (1,846 acres).

On October 17, 2003 the Council added 1,244 acres of
the Glenn Summers tract to the project boundaries.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
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adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs
and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has
the appropriate size and location to achieve the

management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP should manage the areas east of
the Apalachicola River. The DOF, however, will
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years
after the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public recreational
use and development compatible with resource
protection and management. During an initial 10-year
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the development
of a plan for long-term public use and resource
management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
0oCo $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
0CO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
35
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Management Cost Summary DOF/
Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
0Co $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
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Apalachicola River

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and imple-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide
assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/51
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/391
Florida torreya G1/$1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals. The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract
consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners. Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145
acres) is St. Joe.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 915
at a Cost of $1,759,074
Acres Remaining 18,025

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $7,354,474
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On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an additional
11,800 acres as “essential”.

On April 6,2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract
site from the project because the resources had been
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse.

On April 25,2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (637 acres) was acquired in 2002.

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell
(Atkins) tract to the project.

On February 7, 2003 the Council added five tracts to
the project boundaries. They are the Soterra Crooked
Creek Tract (447 acres), the Soterra Connector Tract
(117 acres), the Thompson Tract (304 acres), the
Hatcher Tract (160 acres) and the TNC Dupuis/
Traveler’s Tract (1,846 acres).

On October 17, 2003 the Council added 1,244 acres of
the Glenn Summers tract to the project boundaries.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

25

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs
and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has
the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Quualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public recreational
use and development compatible with resource
protection and management. During an initial 10-year
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area.

Continued on Page 29
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Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the development
of a plan for long-term public use and resource
management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary DOF/
Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
oco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
Management Cost Summary DRP/
Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Group A
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Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and imple-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide
assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/51
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/91
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals. The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract
consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners. Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145
acres) is St. Joe.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 3,040
at a Cost of $3,883,574
Acres Remaining 15,900

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,487,442
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On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an additional
11,800 acres as “essential”.

On April 6,2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract
site from the project because the resources had been
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse.

On April 25,2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (637 acres) was acquired in 2002.

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell
(Atkins) tract to the project.

On February 7, 2003 the Council added five tracts to
the project boundaries. They are the Soterra Crooked
Creek Tract (447 acres), the Soterra Connector Tract
(117 acres), the Thompson Tract (304 acres), the
Hatcher Tract (160 acres) and the TNC Dupuis/
Traveler’s Tract (1,846 acres).

On October 17, 2003 the Council added 1,244 acres of
the Glenn Summers tract to the project boundaries.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.
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Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs
and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has
the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Quualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public recreational
use and development compatible with resource
protection and management. During an initial 10-year
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area.

Continued on Page 29
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Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the development
of a plan for long-term public use and resource
management.

Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary DOF/
Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
oco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
Management Cost Summary DRP/
Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/51
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/91
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals. The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known. All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The
Apalachicola River, Phase I project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 3,873
at a Cost of $5,717,574
Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,147,565
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On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory. A 613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6,2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was

sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 27
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development compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
oco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE Gl1/s1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/s1
Alabama anglepod G1/s1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/s1
Florida torreya Gl/s1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals. The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known. All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. Itwill allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The
Apalachicola River, Phase | project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 3,873
at a Cost of $5,717,574
Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,147,565
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On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory. A613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 28
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development compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCoO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCoO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OoCoO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE Gl1/s1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/s1
Alabama anglepod G1/s1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/s1
Florida torreya Gl/s1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals. The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known. All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. Itwill allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The
Apalachicola River, Phase | project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 3,873
at a Cost of $5,717,574
Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,147,565
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On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory. A613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 28
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development compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCoO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCoO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OoCoO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE Gl1/s1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/s1
Alabama anglepod G1/s1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/s1
Florida torreya Gl/s1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals. The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known. All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. Itwill allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The
Apalachicola River, Phase | project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 3,873
at a Cost of $5,717,574
Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,147,565
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On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory. A613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 30
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development compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCoO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCoO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OoCoO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection. The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE Gl1/s1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/s1
Alabama anglepod G1/s1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/s1
Florida torreya Gl/s1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals. The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known. All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. Itwill allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The
Apalachicola River, Phase | project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 3,873
at a Cost of $5,717,574
Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,147,565
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On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory. A613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites. The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 30
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development compatible with resource protection and
management. During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCoO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCoO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OoCoO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementation of forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn
plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE Gl/s1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/s1
Alabama anglepod G1/s1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/s1
Florida torreya G1/s1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2
67 elements known from project

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola
River, Phase | project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 5,417*
at a Cost of $8,702,682*
Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
2 owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

OnAugust 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously known
as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored
by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable
value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the

project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the

Continued on Page 30
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Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

30

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCoO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769



Apalachiggla River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Apalachicola River

Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementation of forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn
plans.

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/81
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Blufis Blazing Star G1/81
Apalachicola Rosemary Gl/sl
Fringed Campion G2/81
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Florida Yew G2/82
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Godfrey's Swampprivet G2/82
Ashe's Magnolia G2/82
Florida Spiny-pod G2/82
Fire-back Crayfish G2/82

58 rare species are associated with the project

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 5,417*
at a Cost of $8,702,682*
Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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River, Phase | project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

OnAugust 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously known
as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored
by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable
value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of

$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage

Continued on Page 30

26



Apalachi1c88Ia River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Guzﬁcw:)vv
APALACHICOLA RIVER: OVERVIEW

JACKSON, GADSDEN, LIBERTY, AND CALHOUN COUNTIES

Apalachicola
River

0 3 6 12 { ] Bk
— L -/ Gulf of Mexico

OCTOBER 2005

27



Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Les&Than-Fee

R|R t R|R RIR
8|7 b 716 ANGUS GHOLSON IR, NATURE 615
el o= s |25 WIW[ao [l 28| | Z | 2 |25 |W|w]|\ | PARKOFCHATTAHOOCHEE | |w|w
[ i -7 —
o 0N - Lp— y -
32 33 34\ gl 36 J 3 2 2 S| % da ‘kzaﬁ\ 31 - *L a2 33
\ . H\‘H.,\ "?SOU'I'I'IEASTERN BAT MATERNITY | @2 33 AN
i : == CAVES FLORIDA FOREVER APALACHEE
5 4 o . N\ BoT PROJECT - SNEADS CAVE 1, 1 : . S correcTionaL | [LL3M
L / (ol = /1 va INSTITUTION
P = O e g s
— APALACHEE CORRECTIONAL . Ll (BE |
INSTITUTION ]— 269
) -‘“\___A_ . U 7 -
16\ 15 14 w 17 }a 15 14 16 1 4 13 12 17 16
24 19 20 \
e [ =] 2 Lo = N Lo1sT7)
[T » 26\ 27 26 25 3 | 20 / 28 27 | S 27 | 26 25 30 29 L
i 30| 20
ol i
a2 3 34 5 s 3 | 3 it 2ol A [o—— - 3:\\&; 33|
e - ST. JOE TIMBERLAND e
- t+—i FLORIDA FOREVER -
. : CALHOUN COUNTY l ' BOT PROJECT \ T2
3 2 1 5 8 1 N TN 6 5 1]
e iR )\ 4 3 | ]
A, 270
8 g 0 ((2gg) | 12 T s " 12— ~ 10 11 21 % 8 9
g [
o
o
17 18 éﬁ 14 13 18 13 18 17 18 J/Cfs 14 13 18 17
\ ~ TORREYA | — (269 e
20 21 2| 23 24 (2 21 23 f||STATEPARK || 55 21 22 23{ 24 19 7
| | b ] - T i
TRAMMELL ~
o CONSERVATION | 3 25 30 29 28 By g 25 30 28
EASEMENT GADSDEN COUNTY A ]
LIBERTY COUNTY [~
321 33 ! 3 3 | 3 2 3 . L 32 33(
— = T2H
5 \ 4 3 2 1 TORREYA g & ¥ A \21_/ 1 [ 5 Tldhl
STATE PARK 1
//—-——(1'2
2 a 10 e
1 12 7 8 g 10 11 12 7 8 9
12
”"‘3\ 18 15 ___I-f.-"""f 13 X\\\\ 14 %ﬂw 17 16 15 14 | 13 18 17 16
20 | ]2 22 |\ 23l | 2a \%}Nﬁ APALACHICOLA BLUFES | 12 20 21 22 | 25 | 2 19 20 27
t % AND RAVINES PRESERVE
\%J 28 27 |\ \\‘s%/zs 28I I 27 i 26 f 25 | an 28 28 27 26 25 30 28 // 28
JACKSON, GADSDEN, LIBERTY, AND CALHOUN COUNTIES
D Florida Forever BOT Project Boundary / J/ U
saeon \godeod GEORGIA[
- Acquired WASHINGTON - ,{. __. LEGH
Essential Parcel(s) Remainin a = Apalachicola
- ) g By - River, Map 1
] TNC Owned Lands Within the Project j
SSUUSE 1 o WRKLILLA
. . LIEERTY
_ Other Florida Forever BOT Projects -
- i FRAMKLIMN
m State Owned Lands s
~J + Gulyf of
m Other Conservation Lands ST
Mexrco
0] 1 2 4
 e—" LS APRIL 2008

28



Apalachi1csgla River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

=
2 s 833 2 \

[ % APALACHICOLA
. g NATIONAL FOREST [
34 ;
24 do 2| /3 34

33 R / rRlR
al 3 32 8|7
W A A 34 35 36 {wlwh3t
a9 &
/ T15
. T28
6 5 m o~
4 3 2 12 6
) p 1
9 11 1
10 12 9 - 11 12
~ 7
o | 5 = |
= e
16 75 ~
15 13 5 //
14 P 1 14 13 18
21 2 23 ;
:_\24 20 Y 21 P
| : \
e N (—
23: | A ——
—~ 2 26 25
30
31

9 10 11 12
7 9 \
13 = ¥
r 16 15 14 8 /
APALACHICOLA RIVER - y 16 15 \\
| | WATER MANAGEMENT {
21 22 /
| _qlmywum a 19 20 21 22
GUuLFCounTYy AN
O

APALACHICOLA RIVER: MAP 2 OF 2

CALHOUN AND LIBERTY COUNTIES
D Florida Forever BOT Project Boundary .

- Essential Parcel(s) Remaining

N Other Conservation Lands

GULF FRANKLIN Apalachicola
River,
- Map 2
0 i 2 4 Gulf of Mexico
H Miles QOCTOBER 2005

29



Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Les®rhan-Fee

the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OoPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementation of forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn
plans.

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements - July 2009

Florida Torreva Gl1/S1
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Bluffs Blazing Star Gl/sl
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper Gl1/S1
Fringed Campion G2/51
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Godlfrey's Swampprivet G2/82
Florida Yew G2/82
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Ashe'’s Magnolia G2/82
Florida Spiny-pod G2/82

61 rare species are associated with the project

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola

Placed on list 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 5,417*
at a Cost of $8,702,682*
Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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River, Phase | project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

OnAugust 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously known
as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored
by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable
value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of

$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
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Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OoPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River

Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementation of forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn
plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elemnents

Florida Torreya Gl/S1
Florida Black Bear G512/52
Ciholson's Blazing Star G1/s1
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/51
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper GI/SI
Fringed Campion G2/81
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Ashe's Magnolia G2/82
Florida Yew G2/82
Godfirey's Swampprivet G2/82
Florida Spinv-pod G2/52

61 tare species are associated with the project

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola

Placed on List 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 5,417*
at a Cost of $8,702,682*
Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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River, Phase | project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel tract (that was
previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/Trammell
tract that was removed on April 6, 2001) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of

$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

On December 23, 2007, the NWFWMD purchased
a 1,544 acre conservation easement from Robert D./
Kay S. Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and
Meredith Trammell Roop for $2,985,108. The CE is
known as the Trammell tract.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
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Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
(0]e{0) $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

governments or others are recommended for Category Startup Recurring

management of this project area. Source of Funds  CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and
Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementation of forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva Gl1/S1
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gholson's Blazing Star Gl/sl
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper Gl1/S1
Fringed Campion G2/51
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Ashe's Magnolia G2/82
Florida Yew G2/82
Godfrey's Swampprivet G2/82
Florida Spiny-pod G2/82

61 rare species are associated with the project

Critical Natural Lands

natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola

Placed on List 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 5,417*
at a Cost of $8,702,682*
Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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Apalachicola River

River, Phase | project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel tract (that was
previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/Trammell
tract that was removed on April 6, 2001) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of

197

$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

On December 23, 2007, the NWFWMD purchased
a 1,544 acre conservation easement from Robert D./
Kay S. Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and
Meredith Trammell Roop for $2,985,108. The CE is
known as the Trammell tract.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River gqualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
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Apalachicola River

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local

201

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OoPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

governments or others are recommended for Catégory Startup Recurring

management of this project area. Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and

Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementation of forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreya G1/81
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/81
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/S1
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper G1/81
Fringed Campion G2/S1
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Ashe's Magnolia G2/82
Florida Yew G2/82
Godfiey's Swampprivet G2/82
Florida Spiny-pod G2/82

61 rare species are associated with the project

Critical Natural Lands

natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola

Placed on List 1991
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940
Acres Acquired 5,970*
at a Cost of $10,120,682*
Acres Remaining 12,970

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,291,974
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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Apalachicola River

River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel tract (that was
previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/Trammell
tract that was removed on April 6, 2001) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of

203

$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

On December 23, 2007, the NWFWMD purchased
a 1,544 acre conservation easement from Robert D./
Kay S. Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and
Meredith Trammell Roop for $2,985,108. The CE is
known as the Trammell tract.

On September 30, 2010 DRP purchased 553 acres
known as Torreya State Park Addition for $1,418,000
from Plum Creek. DRP will manage.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
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Apalachicola River

of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
Updated 12/15/2010
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Apalachicola River

Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and
Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Florida
Forest Service/FFS (aka Division of Forestry/DOF)
will be a cooperating manager for the Sweetwater
Creek tract in managing the forest resources, and
timber issues related to planning and implementation
of forest management activities, and provide assistance
in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements

G1/51
G5T2/82
G1/S1
G1/51
G1/581
G2/81
G3/81
G2/82
G2/82
G2/82
G2/82
G2/82

Florida Torreyva

Florida Black Bear
Gholson's Blazing Star
Apalachicola Rosemary
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper
Fringed Campion
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod
Apalachicola Wild Indigo
Ashe’s Magnolia

Florida Yew

Godfrey's Swampprivet
Florida Spiny-pod

61 rare species are associated with the project

Critical Natural Lands

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya
State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya;
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On 12/7/1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council
(LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and Bay
CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,
and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola

Placed on List 1991
Project Area (GIS Acres) 18,805
Acres Acquired (GIS) 7,591*
at a Cost of $10,120,682*
Acres Remaining(GIS) 11,214

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,291,974
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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River, Phase | project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of
$4,532,300.

On 4/7/1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre addition
to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 owners and
a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On 7/14/1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre addition
(Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
Southeastern Bat Maternity Caves project.

On 12/5/1996, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On 5/6/1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On 4/6/2001, the Acquisition and Restoration Council
(ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On 4/25/2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value of $1,106,820. On 8/15/2002, the ARC approved
a less-than-fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel
tract (that was previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/
Trammell tract that was removed on 4/6/2001) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr.
and Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.

On F2/7/ 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple and less-
than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the The Nature Conservancy (TNC),
consisted of 4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002
taxable value of $764,996. The tracts break down as
follows: Soterra Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra

209

Connector tract, 117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres;
Hatcher tract, 160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s
tract, 1,846 acres. On 10/17/2003, the ARC approved
a less-than-fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers
tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the
owner, Glenn Summers, and had a taxable value of
$91,645.

On 12/23/2007, the Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) purchased a 1,544
acre conservation easement from Robert D./Kay S.
Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and Meredith
Trammell Roop for $2,985,108. The CE is known as
the Trammell tract.

On 9/30/2010 DRP purchased 553 acres known as
Torreya State Park Addition for $1,418,000 from Plum
Creek. DRP will manage.

Coordination

The NWFWMD and TNC have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several significant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River gqualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
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Apalachicola River

west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The FFS, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the FFS will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management \ithin the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary FFS/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OoCco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OoCco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Updated 2/27/2012

29



214

Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and
Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
signif cant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the east bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Florida
Forest Service/FFS will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementing forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/S1
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/S1
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper G1/S1
Fringed Campion G2/81
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Ashe's Magnolia G2/82
Florida Yew G2/82
Godfiey's Swampprivet G2/82
Florida Spiny-pod G2/82

63 rare species are associated with the project

Critical Natural Lands

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the
east bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and f oodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the
Florida torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the
former area, contains foodplain forest important for
southeastern and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek
tract, connecting Torreya State Park with a Nature
Conservancy preserve, includes some of the deepest
steephead ravines in the state, with unique hardwood
forests harboring many rare plants and animals. The
uplands between the steepheads are a sand pine
plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high potential
for archaeological sites; several are already known. All
these areas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted
vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and f shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,

Placed on List 1991
Project Area (GIS Acres) 18,806
Acres Acquired (GIS) 7,591*
at a Cost of $10,120,682*
Acres Remaining(GIS) 11,215

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,291,974
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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Apalachicola River

and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola
River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 acres/7
owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres/13
owners) and had an estimated tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
Southeastern Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition
Management Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred
the Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres)
and the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within
the 9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value 0f $1,106,820. On 8/15/2002, the ARC approved
a less-than-fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel
tract (that was previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/
Trammell tract that was removed on 4/6/2001) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr.
and Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-
simple and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), consisted of 4 landowners, 5
tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of $764,996. The
tracts break down as follows: Soterra Crooked Creek
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tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 117 acres;
Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 acres;
and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres. On
10/17/2003, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 1,244-
acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

On December 23, 2007, the Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) purchased a 1,544
acre conservation easement from Robert D./Kay S.
Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and Meredith
Trammell Roop for $2,985,108. The CE is known as
the Trammell tract.

On September 30, 2010 DRP purchased 553 acres
known as Torreya State Park Addition for $1,418,000
from Plum Creek. DRP will manage.

Coordination

The NWFWMD and TNC have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several signif cant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualif cations for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
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Apalachicola River

west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The FFS, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the f rst ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the FFS will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
frst year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No signif cant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any signif cant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary FFS/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oCco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
Updated 1/29/2013
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and
Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
signif cant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the east bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. The Florida
Forest Service/FFS will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest
resources, and timber issues related to planning and
implementing forest management activities, and
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

Apalachicola River
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/S1
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/S1
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Torreya Pygmy Grasshopper G1/S1
Fringed Campion G2/81
Baldwyn's Spiny-pod G3/81
Apalachicola Wild Indigo G2/82
Ashe's Magnolia G2/82
Florida Yew G2/82
Godfiey's Swampprivet G2/82
Florida Spiny-pod G2/82

63 rare species are associated with the project

Critical Natural Lands

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the
east bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and f oodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the
Florida torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the
former area, contains foodplain forest important for
southeastern and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek
tract, connecting Torreya State Park with a Nature
Conservancy preserve, includes some of the deepest
steephead ravines in the state, with unique hardwood
forests harboring many rare plants and animals. The
uplands between the steepheads are a sand pine
plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high potential
for archaeological sites; several are already known. All
these areas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted
vehicular access.

Public Use

Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation,
limited hunting and f shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay,

Placed on List 1991
Project Area (GIS Acres) 18,806
Acres Acquired (GIS) 7,671*
at a Cost of $10,120,682*
Acres Remaining(GIS) 11,134

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,291,974
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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Apalachicola River

and Apalachicola River, Phase I. The Apalachicola
River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 acres/7
owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres/13
owners) and had an estimated tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
Southeastern Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition
Management Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred
the Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres)
and the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within
the 9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee
category. A 613-acre conservation easement was
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because
the resources had been compromised and negotiations
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable
value 0f $1,106,820. On 8/15/2002, the ARC approved
a less-than-fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel
tract (that was previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/
Trammell tract that was removed on 4/6/2001) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr.
and Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-
simple and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), consisted of 4 landowners, 5
tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of $764,996. The
tracts break down as follows: Soterra Crooked Creek
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tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 117 acres;
Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 acres;
and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres. On
10/17/2003, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 1,244-
acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

On December 23, 2007, the Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) purchased a 1,544
acre conservation easement from Robert D./Kay S.
Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and Meredith
Trammell Roop for $2,985,108. The CE is known as
the Trammell tract.

On September 30, 2010 DRP purchased 553 acres
known as Torreya State Park Addition for $1,418,000
from Plum Creek. DRP will manage.

Coordination

The NWFWMD and TNC have provided information
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique
in North America, that provide critical habitat for
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore
these important ecosystems and their plant and
animal resources through purchase because regulation
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve
several signif cant archaeological sites. The project
should be managed under the single-use concept,
with management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.
The project, when completed, will include most of the
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus

Qualif cations for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the
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west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area. The FFS, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the f rst ten years after
the state acquires it.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and
development compatible with resource protection
and management. During an initial 10-year period in
which the FFS will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.

Timetable for implementing management Within the
frst year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No signif cant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably
be several years before any signif cant public facilities
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.

Cooperators in management activities No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Management Cost Summary FFS/Sweetwater

Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OoCco $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910
Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
oco $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
oCco $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
Updated 2/10/2014
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ACREAGE TAX
PROJECT (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED
NAME COUNTY or under option) VALUE
#28 Gadsden County Gadsden 1,800 $ 456,000
Gl ades

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE

Qualifies as Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL). Acquisition would
protect at least four natural communities, two of which are among the
rarer and more endangered in Florida, and associated endemic and disjunct
plant species.

HANAGER

The Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural
Resources with the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services and the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
cooperating.

PROPOSED USE

State Botanical Site or State Preserve with compatible recreational
activities,

LOCA

RESO

TION

In Gadsden County, northwest Florida Panhandle, immediately east of
Apalachicola River Floodplain, north of [-10 and just southwest of
Chattahoochee. This project lies within Florida’s Senate District 2 and
House District B. It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee
Regional Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management
District.
URCE DESCRIPTION

This project comprises much of the known Florida occurrence of the upland
glade natural community type. The project also includes some excellent
examples pt other upland mesic natural communities such as slope forest.
Upland glade and slope forest are considered to be among the rarer and
more endangered natural communities in Florida. These natural communities
support disjunct populations of plant species that usually range to the
north and west; many of these species are rare throughout their range.
Several very rare plants occur within the project such as the federally
endangered Florida torreya tree (Torreya taxifolia).

ARlthough no systematic archaeological survey has ever been conducted for
the project area, surveys in the general area suggest a fairly heavy site
density.

Recreational opportunities would be limited to low intensity activities to
preserve the unigue character of the project area (e.g., hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation).

OWNERSHIP

Five owners of large parcels and about six owners of small parcels,

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT

The Gadsden County Glades are highly susceptible to man-induced
degradation. Vehicular and foot traffic have aiready compromised the
quality of several Upland Glades. Given the smail populations of the rare
plant species known from the site, a single unscrupulous or unknowing
plant collector could eliminate a species from Florida. Timber removal
has been conducted without knowledge of the other natural resources on the
site, resulting in clear-cutting and subsequent erosion of some very high
quality Seepage Slopes and Upland Glades. The relative maturity of the
tarests on the site and the dependence of the rare plants and Natural
Communities on a specific set of hydrological, geclogical, and
microclimatological conditions render the entire system highly endangered
and vulnerable.
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#28 GADSDEN COUNTY BLADES

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT (Continued)
Given the relatively mature state of the timber, and the increased rate at
which timber harvest and conversion to pine plantations has recently
progressed in the area, 1t is almost certain that the nmatural resources
will be signiticantly degraded 1n the very near future. Some development
at the southern city limit of Chattahoochee is occurring just narth of the
proposed project boundary.

Acguisition Planning
This project was included within the overall Apalachicola River and
Bay resource planning boundary.

ESTIMATED COST
Tax assessed value is $456,000.

LOCAL SUPPDRT AND GENERAL ENDDRSEMENTS
Resolutions......euuuns e et ercessasseassassEcaa s en 0
Letters af general support...... e re s vanaaan e 1
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... 0
Letters of support from local and areawide conservation organizations. ]

HANAGEMENT SUMMARY
This project is proposed for acquisition as EEL to be managed as a State
Botanical Site or State Preserve, The primary acquisition objective is
the preservation ot the rare upland glade and slope forest natural
community types. Management of the project will focus on the maintenance
of conditions that cptimally support the unusual natural communities.
This should not involve any intensive management techniques. The natural
communities are basically self-maintaining; however, controlled burning or
hand removal of hardwoods may be necessary to prevent the surrounding
forest from encroaching into the open spaces of the glades. The
vulnerability of the natural communities necessitates that recreational
activities be strictly regulated to avoid excessively disturbing the site.
Activities that should be permitted include scientific research, hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation. More intensive activities should be
carefully evaluated to determine if they are appropriate before being
allowed.
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ACREABE TAX
PROJECT : (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED
NAME COUNTY _or_under_option) VALUE
#43 Gadsden County Gadsden 1,800 $ 454,000

6lades

RECOMHENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE
Qualifies as Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL). Acquisition would
protect at least four natural communities, two of which are among the rarer
and more endangered in Florida, and associated endemic and disjunct plant
species., :

HANAGER

The Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural Resources
with the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services and the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission cooperating.

PROPOSED USE
State Botanical Site or State Preserve with compatible recreational
activities.

LOCATION
In Gadsden County, northwest Florida Panhandle, north of I1-10 and just
southwest of Chattahoochee immediately east of Apalachicola River
floodplain. This project lies within Florida’s Senate District 2 and House
District 8. It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District.

RESODURCE DESCRIPTION

This project coamprises much of the known Florida occurrence of the upland
glade natural community type. The project also includes some excellent
examples of other upland mesit natural communities such as slope forest.
Upland glade and slope forest are considered to be among the rarer and more
endangered natural communities in Florida. These natural communities
support disjunct populations of plant species that usually range to the
north and west; many of these species are rare throughout their range.
Several very rare plants occur within the project such as the federally
endangered Florida torreya tree (JTorreya taxifolia).

Although no systematic archaeclogical survey has ever been conducted for the
project area, surveys in the general area suggest a fairly heavy site
density.

Recreational opportunities would be limited to low intensity activities to
preserve the unique character of the project area (e.g., hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation).
|
OWMERSHIP
Five owners of large parcels and about six owners of small parcels. |”

VULNERABILITY AMD EMDANGERMENT
The Gadsden County Glades are highly susceptible to man-induced degradation.
Vehicular and foot traffic have already compromised the gquality of several
Upland Glades. Given the small populations of the rare plant species known
from the site, a single unscrupulous or unknowing plant collector could
eliminate a species from Florida. Timber removal has been conducted u:thnut
knowledge of the other natural resources on the site, resulting in
clear-cutting and subsequent erosion of some very high quality Seepage
Slopes and Upland Blades. The relative maturity of the forests on the site
and the dependence of the rare plants and Natural Communities on a specific
set of hydrological, geological, and microclimatological conditions render
the entire system highly endangered and vulnerable.

|
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#43 GADSDEN COUNTY BLADES

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT (Continued)
Given the relatively mature state of the timber, and the increased rate at
which timber harvest and conversion to pine plantations has recently

progressed in the area, it is almost certain that the natural resources will

be significantly degraded in the very near future. Some development at the

southern city limit of Chattahoochee is occurring just north of the proposed

project boundary.

Acquisition Planning
This project was included within the overall Apalachicola River and Bay
resource planning boundary.

ESTIMATED COST

Tax assessed value is $456,000.

Hanagement costs have not yet been estimated.

LOCAL SUPPORT AMD GEMERAL ENDORSEMENTS

Resolutions e icicoesssviiiiasnasavssesisasinssnusisssisseensiaseosnanns 0
Letters of general support....civvenesrtovencscnnsranenerssncnennnernnne 1
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... 0
Letters of support from local and areawide conservation organizations. 0

HANAGEHENT SUMMARY
This project is proposed for acquisition as EEL to be managed as a State
Botanical Site or State Preserve. The primary acquisition objective is the
preservation of the rare upland glade and slope forest natural community
types. Management of the project will focus on the Maintenance of
conditions that optimally support the unusual natural communities. This
should not involve any intensive management techniques. The natural
communities are basically self-maintaining; however, controlled burning or
hand removal of hardwoods may be necessary to prevent the surrounding forest
from encroaching into the open spaces of the glades. The vulnerability of
the natural communities necessitates that recreational activities be
strictly regulated to avoid excessively disturbing the site. Activities
that should be permitted include scientific research, hiking, photography,
and nature appreciation. More intensive activities should be carefully
evaluated to determine if they are appropriate before being allowed.
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PROJECT (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED

NAME COUNTY or under option) VAILUE

#59 Gadsden County Gadsden 1,800 $ 456,000
Glades

Qua.'LlfJ.es for state acquisition under the "Envirommentally Endangered Iands
(EEL)" category, as defined in Section 18-8.003 of the Florida
Administrative Code. Public acquisition would protect at least four natural
camunities, two of which are among the rarer and more endangered in
Florida, and associated endemic and disjunct plant species.

MANAGER
The Division of Recreation and Parks of the Department of Natural Resources
with the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services and the Game and Fresh Water Fish Cammission cooperating.

PROPOSED USE
State Botanical Site or State Preserve with campatible recreational
activities.

LOCATION
In Gadsden County, northwest Florida Panhandle, north of I-10 and just
southwest of Chattahoochee immediately east of Apalachicola River
floodplain. This project lies within Florida’s Senate District 2 and House
District 8. It also lies within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION
'Buspm;ectmrpnsesmtdmofthe)mmmﬂondammneofmeuplarﬂ
glade natural commmnity type. The project also includes some excellent
examples of other upland mesic natural cammunities such as slope forest.
Upland glade and slope forest are considered to be among the rarer and more

natural commnities in Florida. These natural comunities
support disjunct populations of plant species that usually range to the
north and west; many of these species are rare throughout their range.
Several very rare plants occur within the project such as the federally
endangered Florida torreya tree (Torreva taxifolia).

Although no systematic archaeological survey has ever been conducted for the
project area, surveys in the general area suggest a fairly heavy site
density.

Recreational opportunities would be limited to low intensity activities to
preserve the unique character of the project area (e.g., hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation).

OMNERSHIP
Five owners of large parcels and approximately six owners of small parcels.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
The Gadsden County Glades are highly susceptible to man-induced degradation.
Vehicular and foot traffic have already compromised the quality of several
Upland Glades. Given the small populations of the rare plant species known
from the site, a single unscrupulous or unknowing plant collector could
eliminate a species from Florida. Timber removal has been conducted without
knowledge of the other natural resources on the site, resulting in
clear—cutting and subsequent erosion of same very high quality Seepage
Slopes and Upland Glades. The relative maturity of the forests on the site
and the dependence of the rare plants and Natural Commnities on a specific
set of hydrological, geological, and microclimatological conditions render
the entire system highly endangered and vulnerable.
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RE ANGERMENT (Continued)
Givmﬂiemlativelymmrestateofﬂmetlnber,ardﬂmelrmeasedrateat
which timber harvest and conversion to pine plantations has recently

in the area, it is almost certain that the natural resources will
be significantly degraded in the very near future. Same development at the
southern city limit of Chattahoochee is occurring just north of the proposed
project boundary.

This project was included within the overall Apalachicola River and Bay
resource planning boundary.

ESTIMATED COST
Tax assessed value is $456,000.

Management Cost
Projected start-up cost for the Division of Recreation and Parks:

Salaries Expenses 00 Total
$ 66,257 $ 24,506 $ 89,909 $180,672
AL, SUPFORT Al ENERAL ENDORSEMENTS

RESOINEIONIS o 0 s:0i0:5:0. 000 000000 w1000 0 0 w00 07000 00 i W e e e W ww b o mw
Ietters of general SUPPOIt..csseccccsesssssesscsssssssssnsssssssrssnss

letters of support from local, state and federal public officials.....
letters of support fram local and areawide conservation organizations.

coopHO

‘nusprujectzsprqmedforacqmmtmnasmtobemnaqedasastate
Botanical Site or State Preserve. The primary acquisition acbjective is the
preservation of the rare upland glade and slope forest natural commmnity
types. Management of the project will focus on the maintenance of
conditions that optimally support the unusual natural commmities. This
should not involve any intensive management techniques. The natural
camunities are basically self-maintaining; however, controlled burning or
hand removal of hardwoocds may be necessary to prevent the surrourding forest
from encroaching into the open spaces of the glades. The vulnerability of
the natural commmnities necessitates that recreational activities be
strictly regulated to avoid excessively disturbing the site. Activities
that should be permitted include scientific research, hiking, photography,
and nature appreciation. More intensive activities should be carefully
evaluated to determine if they are appropriate before being allowed.
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ACREAGE TaX
PROJECT (Mot Yet Purchnased ASSESSED
NAME COUNTY or under optioni VALUE
#2] Lower Apalachicola Franklin 7,400 $ 1,886,000

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE
Qualities as Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL} and "other landg,"

since portions of the project would protect a ficodplaln, marsh, and
estuary, and other portions would be suitable for outdoor recreatiaon.

MANAGER
The Division of State Lands of the Department of Natural Resources.

PROPOSED USE
pdoition to and buffer for the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research

Reserve and Aquatic Freserve.

LOCATION
In Franklin County, northwest Florida, approximately 60 miles southwest of
Tallahassee, This project lies within Florida’s Senate District 3 and
House Districts 8 and 9. It 1c alsp within the jurisdictions of the
Apalachee Regional Planming touncil and the Northwest Flaorida Water
Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTIDN
This project provides an essential addition to existing State owned lands
on the lower #palachicola River that were acquired through the
Environmentally Endangered Lands program. The maintenance of the marsh
and floodpiain in a natural condition provides significant protection to
the Apalachicola estuary - the most productive bay/estuary in the State.

OWNERSHIP .
There were 28,000% acres purchased under the EEL program. There are
approximately twelve remaining owners.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
This entire proposal is part of a fragile and delicate balance ot
ecosystems and 15 extremely vulnerable. Most of the project area 1%
inherently susceptible to emvironmental degradation by virtue of its
predominantly floodplain/wetiands nature. ODisruption of exlsting natural
systems through development or indescriminate forestry management could:
alter the nutrient load of tne river and bay, introduce damaging amounts
of sediment and agriculturai chemicals into awwatic systems, change the
salinity of the bay, or manv other alterations which could be potentaally
detrimental to the delicate bpalanced ecosystem that drives the
Apalachicoia Bay estuary.

There are no known developments planned for this tract but silviculture in
the upiand watershed is common.

ACQUISITION PLANNING
Project lies within the Apalachicola River ano Bay resource planning
boundary (see map on page &61, See also page &3, fpalschicola River and
Bay project summary under OiHEH.

ESTIMATED COST
Assessed tax value in 198& was approximately $1,88s,000.

LOCAL SUPPORT AND GENERAL ENDORSEMENTS#

=L E TR a8 T - R N 0
Letters of general support.......covevemnnanan beasasaane ceerraarnan ‘e 1
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... 0

0

Letters of support from lopcel and areawlde conservatlon organizations.
) Older EEL 41les are not included in these totals.
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OTHER

MANAG

Tnis project is within a Chapter 3du area ot Critical State Concern. It
15 also adjacent to a waterbody ciassified urder the Special Waters
Cateqory of Outstanding Florida Waters and i within an Aguatic Preserve.

EMENT SUMMARY

In accordance with 1ts designation as a National Estuarine Research
Reserve, the primary management qoals for tte Apalachicola River ano Bay
are te (1) preserve and perpetuate the natural resources, and (2) promote
tne Feserve as an 1deal site tor both scientific research and public
environmental education projects. The management program will also
encourage those public recreational anc consumptive activities 16 the
Reserve which are compatible with the primary management goals. The
management program will be in conformance with the state lands management
plan and National Estuarine Research Reserve program policy.

The management plan for the Reserve describes the objectives,
administrative policies, anc programs develcced to athieve the
atorementioned goals, HReserve resource management Will be developed and
accomplished through the cooperative efforts of the many local, state, anc
tfederal agencies having vested interests 1n all or part of the designated
area. These agencies include Franklin County and local resource users,
the Department of Natural Hescurces, the Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, the Department ot Environmental Regulation, the Divisian of
Forestry ot the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the
Division of Historical Resources of the Depertment pf State, the Florida
State University, U.5. Army Corps of Engineers, U.5. Fish and Wildlite
Service, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. [nput
from each of the atorementioned agencies was recelved during development
ot the management plan. Each of these groups also has the opportunity to
provide turther input 1nto feserve management via a slx member advisory
Reserve Management Committee consisting of one representative from the
Department of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Regulation,
Franklin County, local resource users and the scientific community.

Reserve designation was conferred on the Bay and Lower River area by the
Nationa!l Oceanic Atmospheric Administration of the U.5. Department of
Commerce, which also awarded the Department of Natural Resources matching
grants to assist in the acquisition of Reserve Jands and initiate
operations,

The objectives of resuurce management and protection pertain to preserving
the natural community associaticns and hydroiogical regime through use of
appropriate management prooedures {(e.g., control burning, reseeding aress,
exotic species control, vehicular traffic contreol), restoration technigues
4s necessary, and practical {e.g., reforestation, removal of barriers to
water flow) and envirounmental monitoring {e.qg., water guality). The
scientific research program 1s principally concerned with gaining new
information on toe dynamic interaction of tne River, Bay, and Bult to
enhance management of the area,

Currently a variety of pubiic recreational and commercial opportunities
occur within tne Reserve area. These include, but are not limited to,
poating, swimming, hiking, fisning, nature study, bird watching, primitive
camping, oystering, crabbing, and shrimping. The environmental education
program 1s aimed at persons i1nterested in such opportunities in the
sanctuary environment. Through such informative vehicles as field trips,
brochures, and seminars, the public will gain a better understanding of
the need for & successiuil management program and the value of the
irreplaceable resources they have,
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ACREAGE TAX
PROJECT {Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED
NAME COUNTY or_under option)- VALUE
#24 Lower Apalachicola Franklin 7,400 $ 1,886,000

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE

Bualifies as Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) and "other lands," since
portions of the project would protect a floodplain, marsh, and estuary, and
other portions would be suitable for outdoor recreation.

MANAGER
The Division of State Lands of the Department of Natural Resources.

PROPOSED USE
Addition to and buffer for the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research
Reserve and Aquatic Preserve.

LOCATION
In Franklin County, northwest Florida, approximately 60 miles southwest of
Tallahassee. This project lies within Florida’s Senate District 3 and House
Districts B and 9. It is also within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee
Regional Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management
District.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

This project provides an essential addition to existing State owned lands on
the lower Apalachicola River that were acquired through the Environmentally
Endangered Lands program. The maintenance of the marsh and floodplain in a
natural condition provides significant protection to the Apalachicola
estuary - the most productive bay/estuary in the State.

OWNERSHIP
There were 28,122% acres purchased under the EEL program. The M.K. Ranch,
B,792*% acres, was purchased as a separate project through the CARL progranm,
but is managed in conjunction with the Lower Apalachicola project area.
There are approximately twelve remaining owners.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT

This entire proposal is part of a fragile and delicate balance of ecosystems
and is extremely vulnerable. Most of the project area is inherently
susceptible to environmental degradation by virtue of its predominantly
floodplain/wetlands nature. Disruption of existing natural systems through
development or indescriminate forestry management could: alter the nutrient
load of the river and bay, introduce damaging amounts of sediment and
agricultural chemicals into awuatic systems, change the salinity of the bay,
or many other alterations which could be potentially detrimental to the
delicate balanced ecosystem that drives the Apalachicola Bay estuary.

There are no known developments planned for this tract but silviculture 1in
the upland watershed is common.

ACOQUISITION PLANNING
Project lies within the Apalachicola River and Bay Resource Planning
Boundary, see map on page 70. See also page 49, Apalachicola River and Bay
project summary under QTHER.

ESTIMATED COST
Assessed tax value in 1986 was approximately $1,886,000.

Management Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 1988-89 by the Division of
Forestry for Lower Apalachicola/MK Ranch.

Salary Expense Total

$18,000 $4,590 $22,590

Fqus Requested for Fiscal Year 1989-90.

Source * Salary Expense Total
CARL $ 9,277 $14,901 $9,277 $24,178
GR 14,901
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#24 LOWER APALACHICOLA

LOCAL SUPPORT AND GENERAL EﬂDDRSkHEHTSI

ReSOlUtiONS.sesansanssannnsnsnrnnssansnsrennsssssassanssnsansssinssnnre
Letters of general SUPPOrt.cceseesnevsasasnasannessssnerssssantansannns
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials.....
Letters of support from local and areawide conservation organizations.
% Information in older EEL files is not included in these totals.

o OO

OTHER

This project is within a Chapter 3B0 area of Critical State Concern. It is
also adjacent to a waterbody classified under the Special Waters Cateqory of
Dutstanding Florida Waters and is within an Aquatic Preserve.

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

In accordance with its designation as a National Estuarine Research Reserve,
the primary management goals for the Apalachicola River and Bay are to (1)
preserve and perpetuate the natural resources, and (2) promote the Reserve
as an ideal site for both scientific research and public environmental
education projects. The management program will also encourage those public
recreational and consumptive activities in the Reserve which are compatible
with the primary management goals. The management program will be in
conformance with the state lands management plan and National Estuarine
Research Reserve program policy.

The management plan for the Reserve describes the objectives, administrative
policies, and programs developed to achieve the aforementioned goals.
Reserve resource management will be developed and accomplished through the
cooperative efforts of the many local, state, and federal agencies having
vested interests in all or part of the designated area. These agencies
include Franklin County and local resource users, the Department of Natural
Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, the Department of
Environmental Requlation, the Division of Forestry of the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Division of Historical Resources of
the Department of State, the Florida State University, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, U.S5. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Input from each of the aforementioned agencies
was received during development of the management plan. Each of these
groups also has the opportunity to provide further input into Reserve
management via a six member advisory Reserve Management Committee consisting
of one representative from the Department of Natural Resources, Department
ot Environmental Requlation, Franklin County, local resource users and the
scientific community.

Reserve designation was conferred on the Bay'and Lower River area by the
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration of the U.S. Department of
Commerce, which also awarded the Department of Natural Resources matching
grants to assist in the acguisition of Reserve lands and initiate
operations.,

The objectives of resource management and protection pertain to preserving
the natural community associations and hydrological regime through use of
appropriate management procedures (e.g., control burning, reseeding areas,
exotic species control, vehicular traffic control), restoration techniques
as necessary, and practical (e.g., reforestation, removal of barriers to
water flow) and environmental monitoring (e.q., water guality). The
scientific research program is principally concerned with gaining new
information on the dynamic interaction of the River, Bay, and Bulf to
enhance management of the area.

Currently a variety of public recreational and commercial opportunities
occur within the Reserve area. These include, but are not limited to,
boating, swimming, hiking, fishing, nature study, bird watching, primitive
camping, oystering, crabbing, and shrimping. The environmental education
program is aimed at persons interested in such opportunities in the
sanctuary environment. Through such informative vehicles as field trips,
brochures, and seminars, the public will gain a better understanding of the
need for a successful management program and the value of the irreplaceable
resources they have.
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ACREAGE TAX

PROJECT (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED

NAME COUNTY or under option) VALUE

#34 Lower Apalachicola Franklin 7,400 $ 1,886,000
PURPOSE

Qualifies for state acgquisition under the "Envirormmentally Endangered Lands
(EEL)" and "Other Lands" category as defined in Section 18-8.003 of the
Florida Administrative Code, since portions of the project would protect a
floodplain, marsh, and estuary, and other portions would be suitable for
outdoor recreation.

MANAGER
The Division of Marine Resources of the Department of Natural Rescurces the
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, and the Division of Forestry of the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Addition to and buffer for the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research
Reserve and Aquatic Preserve, Wildlife and Envirormental Area.

LOCATION
In Franklin County, northwest Florida, approximately 60 miles southwest of
Tallahassee. This project lies within Florida’s Senate District 3 and House
Districts 8 and 9. It is also within the jurisdictions of the Apalachee
Regional Planning Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management
District.

This project provides an essential addition to existing State owned lands on
the lower Apalachicola River that were acquired through the Envirormentally
Endangered Lands program. The maintenance of the marsh and floodplain in a
natural condition provides significant protection to the Apalachicola
estuary - the most productive bay/estuary in the State.

28,122+ acres were acquired under the EEL program; approximately 14,713
acres under CARL, including the 8,792% acre M.K. Ranch. A 20 acre donation
was also received as part of the M.K. Ranch acquisition. Although the M.K.
Ranch tract was acquired as a separate CARL project, it is managed in
conjunction with the Lower Apalachicola pcr:cgect area. Approximately twelve
ownerships remain to be acguired.

VULNERABILTTY AND ENDANGERMENT

This entire proposal is part of a fragile and delicate balance of ecosystems
and is extremely vulnerable. Most of the project area is inherently
susceptible to envirormental degradation by virtue of its predominantly
floodplain/wetlands nature. Disruption of existing natural systems through
development or indiscriminate forestry management could: alter the nutrient
load of the river and bay, introduce damaging amounts of sediment and
agricultural chemicals into aquatic systems, change the salinity of the bay,
or many other alterations which could be potentially detrimental to the
delicately balanced ecosystem that drives the Apalachicola Bay estuary.

There are no known developments planned for this tract but silviculture in
the upland watershed is common.

PLANNING :
Project lies within the Apalachicola River and Bay Resource Planning
Boundary, see map on page 72. See also page 73, Apalachicola River and Bay
project summary under OTHER.

On August 4, 1989, the Iand Acquisition Advisory Council approved the
add;hmofBﬂacrestoﬂxeenstugpmjectanddlrectedstafftopmpam
a project design.
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#34 IOWER APAIACHICOLA

Assessed tax value in 1986 was approximately $1,886,000.

Management Funds
Management Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 1989-90 by the Division of
Forestry for Lower Apalachicola/MK Ranch:

Expense

Salary Total

$13,155 $4,540 $17,695

Funds Requested for Fiscal Year 1990-91:

Source Salary Expense Total
CARL -0- $6,500 $ 6,500

Management Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 1989-90 by the Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission:

Salary Expense Total

$20,520 $20,000 $43,520

Funds Requested for Fiscal Year 1990-91:

Salary Expense o0 Total
$21,000 $23,000 $10,000 $54,000

Management Funds Budgeted for Fiscal Year 1989-90 by the Division of Marine
Resources:

Salary OPS Expense 000 FOO Total
$241,525 $ 28,082 $ 56,042 $ 81,699 =0 $407,348
Funds Requested for Fiscal Year 1990-91:

Salary OPS Expense 00 FQO Total
$386,632 $ 38,082 $ 56,042 -0~ $207,805 $688,561

IOCAL SUPPORT AND GENERAL ENDORSEMENTS*

ResolutionS..eeeessss D OO Ewessa e O
Ietters of general support.......ceecevcecnes sesseeneseses e s e 1
Letters of support from local, state and federal public officials..... O
Letters of support from local and areawide conservation organizations. 0

* Information in older EEL files is not included in these totals.

OTHER
This project is within a Chapter 380 area of Critical State Concern. It is
also adjacent to a waterbody classified under the Special Waters Category of
Outstanding Florida Waters and is within an Aquatic Preserve.

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
In accordance with its designation as a National Estuarine Research Reserve,
the primary management goals for the Apalachicola River and Bay are to (1)
preserve and perpetuate the natural resources, and (2) promote the Reserve
as an ideal site for both scientific research and public envirormental
education projects. The management program will also encourage those public
recreational and consumptive activities in the Reserve which are compatible
with the primary management goals. The management program will be in
conformance with the state lands management plan and National Estuarine
Research Reserve program policy.

The management plan for the Reserve describes the objectives, administrative
policies, and programs developed to achieve the aforementioned goals.
Reserve resource management will be developed and accomplished through the
cooperative efforts of the many local, state, and federal agencies having
vested interests in all or part of the designated area. These agencies
include Franklin County and local resource users, the Department of Natural
Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish Cammission, the Department of
Envirormental Regulation, the Division of Forestry of the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Division of Historical Resources of
the Department of State, the Florida State University, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Input from each of the aforementioned agencies
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#34 LOWER APALACHICOLA

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY (Continued)
was received during development of the management plan. Each of these
groups also has the opportunity to provide further input into Reserve
management via a six member advisory Reserve Management Committee consisting
of one representative from the Department of Natural Resources, Department
of Envirormental Regulation, Franklin County, local resource users and the
scientific commumity.

Reserve designation was conferred on the Bay and Lower River area by the
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration of the U.S. Department of
Cammerce, which also awarded the Department of Natural Resources matching
grants to assist in the acgquisition of Reserve lands and initiate
operations.

The objectives ofresamcemamgmtaxﬂprotectlmpertamtopresexvug
the natural community associations and hydrological regime through use of
appto;:rlatemanagauentprocedures (e.g., control burning, reseeding areas,
exotic species control, vehicular traffic control), restoration techniques
as necessary, and pmct:l.cal (e.g., reforestation, removal of barriers to
water flow) and envirommental monitoring (e.g., water qual:.ty) The
scientific research program is principally ccmerned with gaining new
information on the dynamic interaction of the River, Bay, and Gulf to
enhance management of the area. i

Currently a variety of public recreational and commercial opportunities
occur within the Reserve area. These include, but are not limited to,
boatmg swimming, hiking, fishing, nature study, bird watching, primitive
camping, oystering, crabbing, and shrimping. The envirommental education
pmgramlsam\edatpersa'smterestedmsudmopporunutmsmthe
sanctuary enviromment. Through such informative vehicles as field trips,
brochures, and seminars, the public will gain a better understanding of the
need for a successful management program and the value of the irreplaceable
resources they have.
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ACREACE TAX

PROJECT (Not Yet Purchased ASSESSED

NAME QUUNTY or under coption) VAILUE

#23 St. Joseph Bay Gulf 3,383 $6,318,000
Buffer

Qualifies for state acquisition under the "Envirormentally Endangered ILands"
category as defined in Section 18-8.003 of the Florida Administrative Code.
Public acquisition would help protect a pristine estuarine system, a
significant archaeological site, and rare and endangered plant and animal
species.

MANAGER
Division of Recreation and Parks and the Bureau of Acuatic Preserves of the
Department of Natural Resources.

PROPOSED USE
State Preserve and/or Special Feature Site; the eastern bay front as part of
the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. ;

LOCATION
Southwestern Gulf County. The eastermmost project area is immediately south
of the town of Port St. Joe. This project is within Florida’s Senate
District 3 and House District 8. it is also within the jurisdicticons of the
Northwest Florida Water Management District and the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION
The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project includes: a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands which directly front the waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of
privately held bay bottam, and a contiguous natural system of great
botanical significance. Natural commnities are generally in very good to
excellent condition and include: mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub,
baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (at:uarmtz.dalmﬂ), and beach dune. A
wet flatwoods system in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbors numerous plant
species state-listed as endangered and threatened.

Maintenance of the project area in a substantially natural condition would
offer significant protection to the water quality of St. Joseph Bay, an
Outstanding Florida Water. The bay supports a diverse, healthy marine
ecosystem of statewide significance and is an important nursery ground for
many recreationally and commercially valuable species.

The project includes several archaeological/historical sites, the most
significant being Richardson Hammock. Richardson Hammock is a shell midden
site known to also contain human burials. The site is representative of
several cultural periods from ca. 500 B.C. — A.D. 1500. It is believed to

be one of the largest and best preserved sites of its type on the northwest
Florida Gulf coast.

The project has outstanding recreational pote.nt:.al and could erJ.de many
recreational opportunities including fishing, canoceing, swimming, hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation. Special care must be taken, however,
to preserve the significant natural and archaeological/historical rescurces.

OWNERSHTP
This project consists of approximately 54 parcels and 22 owners, seven of
which are small lots in Phase II. Most larger ownerships have indicated a
willingness to negotiate (see also Coordination).

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
Most of the peninsula itself is designated as a coastal barrier in the
federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act. The peninsula is subject to the
natural forces of erosion that typify coastal barriers, and the entire
project, including the mainland portion, is susceptible to alteration by
severe storms.
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ENDANG NT (Continued)

'Iherelsalreadys:.grnflcant development on parts of St. Joseph Bay Buffer,
and this will continue on those lands not in public ownership. Although
Gulf County as a whole is not experiencing significant growth (8.3% from
1976 to 1986), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Gulf County, are
developing rapidly.

The Florida Department of Commerce is overseeing efforts of the Florida
Spaceport Authority to establish a small-rocket (7-8 feet) launching
facility on federally owned land, excluded from the final project boundary,
at Cape San Blas.

On December 1, 1989, the Iand Acquisition Advisory Council (ILAAC) approved
the St. Joe Bay Project Design. It altered the resource plamning boundary
by excluding small developed and undeveloped lots from the state park south
to the Deal ownership in Richardson Hammock and within the golf course in
the Ward Ridge area. It also excluded most cammercial and business

development on the eastern bayfront and federal ownership on the scuthern
boundary. The LAAC reserved the right to add additional bayfront lots to
the project boundary in the future as major ownerships are acquired.

Acquisition Phasing
Phase I. All ownerships except subdivision lots in Section 23 at the
southern project boundary
Phase ITI. Subdivided lots in Section 23

ESTTMATED COST
Tax assessed value is approximately $6,318,000.
Management Costs
Projected start-up cost by the Division of Recreation and Parks:
Salaries Expenses 00 Total
$ 21,559 S 2,712 $ 16,094 $ 40,365
Projected start-up cost by the Division of State ILands:
Salaries Expenses 0o Total
$24,699 $ 8,000 $ 25,000 $ 57,699

------------------------------------------

Ietters of germl .......................................
Ietters of support from lcx}ul, state and federal pule.c officials..
Letters of support from local and state conservation organizations.

OTHER
Coordination
The Nature Conservancy is currently negotiating with Deal, owner of cne
of the most critical parcels, and will soon begin discussions with other
large ownerships within the project.

[=NelloNo]

Communication should continue between the acquisition and management
staff and the Department of Commerce and Spaceport Authority to ensure
protection for the bay and the historically significant Cape San Blas
Lighthouse, and to guarantee that other CARL acquisition cbjectives for
this project are satisfied as much as possible.

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
It is recommended that the Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of
Natural Rescurces be assigned management responsibility for those portions
of the project most suitable for interpretive activities (i.e., the Ward
Ridge Special Botanical Area and Richardson Hammock). These areas should be
managedmxiersnx;le—usemmagmentoonceptswlthﬂmepnmrygoalsof
preserving and protecting the significant natural and cultural resources,
provxdingamffertopreserveaniemmwaterqualltylnst. Joseph Bay,
and providing recreational opportunities compatible with the resource
protection goals.
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#23 ST. JOSEFH BAY BUFFER

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY (Continued)
The remainder of the project should be managed under single-use concepts by
the Division of State Lands, Department of Natural Resources as an addition
to St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. The primary goals should be the
preservation of the tracts in a natural condition and the maintenance and
enhancement of water quality in St. Joseph Bay.
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#27 8T. JOSEPH BAY BUFFER Gulf County

Acreage Value

. Funds Expended Remaining
Acquired Remaining or Encumbered Tax Value

o*x 1,979 o* $ 2,915,000

inifles for state acqulsltlm under the "Envirommentally Endangered Lands"
category as defined in Section 18-8.003 of the Florida Acmimst:rata.we Code.
Public acquisition would help protect a pristine estuarine system, a
sign::Lficzrrt archaeological site, and rare and endangered plant and animal
species.

Division of Recreation and Parks and the Bureau of Aquatic Preserves of the
Department of Natural Resources.

-

State Preserve and/or Special Feature Site; the eastern bay fromt as part of
the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve.

LOCATION

Southwestern Gulf County. The easterrmost project area is immediately south
of the town of Port St. Joe. This project is within Florida’s Senate
District 3 and House District 8. It is also within the jurisdictions of the
Northwest Florida Water Management District and the Apalachee Regicnal
Planning Council.

ON
The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project includes: a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands which directly front the waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of
privately held bay bottaom, and a contiguous natural system of great
botanical significance. Natural commmnities are generally in very good to
excellent candition and include: mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub,
baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. A
wet flatwoods system in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbors mumercus plant
species state-listed as endangered and threatened.

Maintenance of the project area in a substantially natural condition would
offer significant protection to the water quality of St. Joseph Bay, an
Outstanding Florida Water. The bay supports a diverse, healthy marine
ecosystem of statewide significance and is an important nursery ground for
many recreationally and camercially valuable species.

The project includes several archaeological/historical sites, the most
mgnlflcantbej.n;mchaxdsmﬂammck Richardson Hammock is a shell midden
site known to also contain human burials. The site is representative of
several cultural periods fram ca. 500 B.C. - A.D. 1500. It is believed to
be one of the largest and best preserved sites of its type on the northwest
Florida Gulf coast.

Mprmecthasu:tstarﬂngmcreaﬁwﬁlpctmﬁalarﬂcwldprwﬁemny
recreational opportunities including fishing, canoceing, swimming, hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation. Special care must be taken, however,
to preserve the significant natural and archaeclogical/historical rescurces.

OWNERSHTP

*

This project consists of approximately 54 parcels and 22 owners, seven of
which are small lots in Phase II. Most larger ownerships have indicated a
willingness to negotiate (see also Coordination). The Deal ownership, a
core parcel, is disjunct from the T.J. Stone Memorial St. Joseph Peninsula
Park (2,516 acres) purchased with EEL funds ($346,123) in 1964-66 by
approximately 3 1/2 miles.

See Ownership
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#27 ST. JOSEPH BAY BUFFER

}bstofthepemﬂsulaltselflsdeslgnatedasacoastalbanlermthe

federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act. The peninsula is subject to the
natural forces of erosion that typify coastal barriers, and the entire

project, including the mainland portion, is susceptible to alteration by
severe storms.

There is already significant development on parts of St. Joseph Bay and this
is predicted to continue on those lands not in public ownership. Although
Gulf County as a whole is not experiencing significant growth (8.3% from
1976 to 1986), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Gulf County, are
developing rapidly. Portions of the Treasure Shore Limited ownership were
included within the project boundary, since it included significant bay
frontage. Parts of this ownership within CARL boundaries has been
subdivided and the owner is contimuing with development plans.

The Florida Department of Camerce is overseeing efforts of the Florida
Spaceport Authority to establish a small-rocket (7-8 feet) launching
facility on federally owned land, excluded from the final project boundary,
at Cape San Blas.

W

On December 1, 1989, the lLand Acguisition Advisory Council (IAAC) approved
the St. Joe Bay Project Design. It altered the resource planning boundary
by excli s:alldeve_lcpeda:ﬂmﬂevelopedlotsfrmﬂmstateparksamh
to the Deal ownership in Richardson Hammock and within the golf course in
the Ward Ridge area. It also excluded most cammercial and business

development on the eastern bayfront and federal ownership on the southern
boundary. The LAAC reserved the right to add additional bayfront lots to
the project boundary in the future as major ownerships are acquired.

Phase I. All ownerships except subdivision lots in Section 23 at the
southern project boundary (initial appraisals include the
Deal, Hilton and Tapper ownerships)

Phase II. Subdivided lots in Section 23

Taxassessedvaluelsapp:mumtelysleSOOO

Management Costs
Projected start-up cost by the Division of Recreation and Parks:
Salaries Expenses [e.00 Total

$ 56,096 $ 9,803 $ 71,000 $136,899

Expenses e.80] Total
$ 25,440 $ 10,000 $ 30,000 $ 65,440

Letters of general support.....ccceeeenescccsscccscssssssssansnssne
Letters of support fram local, state and federal public offlclals
Iettersofsa.zpportfrmlocalarﬂstatecmservatxmorgamzatlms

=Moo

OTHER

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy has been negotiations with Deal, owner of one of the

ownerships within the project.

Commumnication should continue between the acquisition and management staff
and the Department of Cammerce and Spaceport Authority to ensure protection
for the bay and the historically significant Cape San Blas Lighthouse, and
to guarantee that other CARL acquisition dbjectives forﬂuspmjectare
satisfied as much as possible.
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It is recamended that the Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of
Natural Resources be assigned management responsibility for those portions
of the project most suitable for interpretive activities (i.e., the Ward
Ridge Special Botanical Area and Richardson Hammock). These areas should be
managed under single-use management concepts with the primary goals of
preserving and protecting the significant natural and cultural resources,
providing a buffer to preserve and enhance water quality in St. Joseph Bay,
and providing recreational opportunities campatible with the resource
protection goals.

The remainder of the project should be managed under single-use concepts by
the Division of State Iands, Department of Natural Resources as an addition
to St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. The primary goals should be the
preservation of the tracts in a natural condition and the maintenance and
enhancement of water quality in St. Joseph Bay.
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see ip

LOCATION

Southwestern Guif County. The easternmost project
area is immediately south of the town of Port St. Joe.
This project Is within Florida’s Senate District 3 and
House District 7. It is also within the jurisdictions of
the Northwest Florida Water Management District and
the Apalachee Regional Planning Council.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION
The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project includes a narrow

strip of uplands and wetlands that directly front the-

waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system of
great botanical significance. Natural communities are
generally in very good to excellent condition and

Highest Ranked FNAIisted Elements

Name FNAI Rank
Pine-woods aster G1/S1
Telephus spurge G1/81
Panhandle spideriily G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Scrub G2/S52
Guif Coast lupine G2/S2
Thick-leaved water-willow G2/s2
Southern milkweed G2/s2
Chapman'’s crownbeard G2G3/52S83
Tropical waxweed G27/S2

28 FNAI elements known from site

include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub,
baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal
marsh), and beach dune. A wet flatwoods system in
the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbors numerous plant
species state-listed as endangered or threatened.

Maintenance of the project area in a substantially
natural condition would offer significant protection to
the water quality of St. Joseph Bay, an Outstanding
Florida Water. The bay supports a diverse, healthy
marine ecosystem of statewide significance and is an
important nursery ground for many recreationally and

- commercially valuable species.

In 1991 St Joe Paper Company clearcut, roller
chopped, bedded, and planted to slash pine the
entirety of section 10 (T9S, R10W) and portion of
section 6 (T9S, R10W). These lands had supported
extremely high quality mesic-scrubby flatwoods and
wet prairies with numerous rare and endemic plant
species. Although section 1 is the “heant” -of the
project, further biological evaluation may indicate that
it should be deleted from the project.

The project includes several archaeological/historical
sites, the most significant being Richardson
Hammock. Richardson Hammock is a shell midden
site also known to contain human burials. The site is
representative of several cultural periods from ca. 500
B.C. - AD. 1500. It is believed to be one of the
largest and best preserved sites of its type on the
northwest Florida Guif coast.

The project has outstanding recreational potential and
could provide many recreational opportunities
including fishing, canoeing, swimming, hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation. Special care
must be taken, however, to preserve the significant
natural and archaeological/historical resources.

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS

The portions of the project east of SR 30A will be
leased to the Division of Forestry; the Division will
contract with The Nature Conservancy to manage the
site as a State Forest/ Botanical Site. In particular, the
Ward Ridge botanical site and Richardson Hammock
should be managed under single-use management
concepts with the primary goals of preserving and
protecting the significant natural and cultural

MANAGEMENT COSTS

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED

The Nature Conservancy
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
Simmon N .0 Salary OPS Expense 0OCOo FCO Total
Start-up TNC/? $18,000 $600 $2,000 0 0 $20,600
FY 199394 TNC/? $11,500 $1,500 $14,000 $2,100 0 $29,100

Division of State Lands
Budget estimates for the portion of the project west of SR 30A are not yet available.
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resources, providing a buffer to preserve and enhance
water quality in St. Joseph Bay, and providing
recreational opportunities compatible with the
resource protection goals.

The remainder of the project, west of SR 30A should
be managed under single-use concepts by the
Division of State Lands as an addition to St. Joseph
Bay Aquatic Preserve. The primary goals should be
the preservation of the tracts in a natural condition
and the maintenance and enhancement of water
quality in St. Joseph Bay.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT

Most of the peninsula itself is designated as a coastal
barrier in the federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act.
The peninsula is subject to the natural forces of
erosion that typify coastal barriers, and the entire
project, including the mainland portion, is susceptible
to alteration by severe storms.

There is already significant development on parts of
St. Joseph Bay and this is predicted to continue on
those lands not in public ownership. Although Gulf
County as a whole is not experiencing significant
population growth (20.31% from 1980 to 1990),
compared to other Florida countles (ranks #58 out of
67), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Gulf
County, are developing rapidly. Part of this project, in
fact, includes the Treasure Shore Limited ownership,
portions of which (bay frontage) have been
subdivided.

The majority of natural pinelands within the project,
and the numerous rare plants they support, are
extremely susceptible to destruction by conversion to
pine plantation. This has already occurred on a
significant portion of the project (owned by St. Joe
Paper Company) since it has been on the Priority List.

The Florida Department of Commerce is overseeing
efforts of the Florida Spaceport Authority to establish
a small-rocket (7-8 feet) launching facility on federally
owned land, excluded from the final project boundary,
at Cape San Blas.

ACQUISITI P NIN

On December 1, 1989, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) approved the St. Joe Bay Project
Design. It altered the resource planning boundary by
excluding small developed and undeveloped lots from
the state park south to the Deal ownership in
Richardson Hammock and within the golf course in
the Ward Ridge area. It also excluded most
commercial and business development on the eastem
-bayfront and federal ownership on the southern
boundary. The LAAC reserved the right to add
additional bayfront lots to the project boundary in the
future as major ownerships are acquired.

On November 22, 1991, the LAAC approved a 3,944
acre boundary amendment. This addition included
most of the remainder of the Treasure Shore Limited
ownership. Approval of the addition, however, was
contingent upon donation of the tract in fee-simple or
donation of a conservation easement.
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#16 ST. JOSEPH BAY

. Acquisition Phasing ; : ;
~ Phase I:  All ownerships except subdivision lots in
Section 23 at the southem project
boundary.
Phase Il: Subdivided lots in Section 23.
Coordination

The Nature Conservancy initiated negotiations with
Deal, owner of one of the most critical parcels, and
also made initial contact with other large ownerships
within the project.

Communication should continue between the
acquisition and management staff and the Department
of Commerce and Spaceport Authority to ensure
protection for the bay and the historically significant -
Cape San Blas Lighthouse, and to guarantee that
other CARL acquisition objectives for this project are
satisfied as much as possible.

OWNERSHIP

This project consists of five major owners and one
platted and sold subdivision. Most larger ownerships
have indicated a willingness to negotiate (see:also
Coordination). The Deal ownership, a core parcel, is
disjunct from the T.J. Stone. Memorial St. Joseph
Peninsula Park (2,516 acres) purchased with EEL
funds ($346,123) in 1964-66 by approximately 3 1/2
miles.

ACQUISITION STATUS
Updated appraisal map complete. Reappraisals soon
to be initiated.

RESOLUTIONS
None known.

Assessment Approved: 08/04/89
Design/Boundary Approved: 12/01/89
Design/Boundary Modified:
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#18 ST. JOSEPH BAY BUFFER GULF COUNTY
Acreage Value
Acquired Remaining Funds Expended Remaining Tax Value
or Encumbered
0-* 6,941 -0-* $3,854,100
“See "Ownership"
LOCATION

Southwestern Guif County. The easternmost project
area Is immediately south of the town of Port St. Joe.
This project is within Florida’s Senate District 3 and
House District 7. It is also within the jurisdictions of
the Northwest Florida Water Management District and
the Apalachee Regional Planning Council.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

The St. Joseph Bay Buifer project includes a narrow
strip of uplands and wetlands that directly front the
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system of
great botanical significance. Natural communities are
generally in very good to excellent condition and

Highest Ranked FNAI-listed Elements

Name FNAI Rank
Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
SCRUB G2/52
Gulf Coast lupine G2/S2
Thick-leaved water-willow | G2/S2
Southern milkweed G2/S2
Chapman’s crownbeard G2G3/52S3
Tropical waxweed G27/S2

31 FNAI elements known from site

include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub,
baygall, shell mounds, saitmarsh (estuarine tidal
marsh), and beach dune. A wet flatwoods system in
the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbors numerous plant
species state-listed as endangered or threatened.

Maintenance of the project area in a substantially
natural condition would offer significant protection to
the water quality of St. Joseph Bay, an Outstanding
Florida Water. The bay supports a diverse, healthy
marine ecosystem of statewide significance and is an
important nursery ground for many recreationally and
commercially valuable species.

In 1991 St Joe Paper Company clearcut, roller
chopped, bedded, and planted to slash pine the
entirety of section 1 (T9S, R10W) and portion of
section 6 (T9S, R10W). These lands had supported
extremely high quality mesic-scrubby flatwoods and
wet prairies with numerous rare and endemic plant
species. Although section 1 is the “heart" of the
project, further bioclogical evaluation may indicate that
it should be deleted from the project.

The project includes several archaeological /historical
sites, the most significant being Richardson
Hammock. Richardson Hammock is a shell midden
site also known to contain human burials. The site is
representative of several cuitural periods from ca. 500
B.C. - AD. 1500. It is believed to be one of the
largest and best preserved sites of its type on the
northwest Florida Gulf coast.

The project has outstanding recreational potential and
could provide many recreational opportunities
including fishing, canoeing, swimming, hiking,
photography, and nature appreciation. Special care
must be taken, however, to preserve the significant
natural and archaeological/historical resources.

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS

The portions of the project east of SR 30A will be
leased to the Division of Forestry; the Division pians
to contract with The Nature Conservancy to manage
the site as a State Forest/Botanical Site. In particular,
the Ward Ridge botanical site and Richardson
Hammock should be managed under single-use
management concepts with the primary goals ot
preserving and protecting the significant natural and
cultural resources, providing a buffer to preserve and
enhance water quality in St. Joseph Bay, and
providing recreational opportunities compatible with
the resource protection goals.

The remainder of the project, west of SR 30A should
be managed under single-use concepts by the
Division of State Lands as an addition to St. Josepn
Bay Aquatic Preserve. The primary goals should be
the preservation of the tracts in a natural condition
and the maintenance and enhancement of water
quality in St. Joseph Bay.

MANAGEMENT COSTS

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED
Division of State Lands - Portion west of SR 30A

Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY || (CARL, GR, etc.) [ Sajary OPS Expense 0CO FCO Total
FY 1994-95 IF $33,836 | $16928 | $25000 | $16,550 o $92,314

Budget estimates for the portion of the project east of SR 30A are not yet available.
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#18 ST. JOSEPH BAY

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT

Most of the peninsula itself is designated as a coastal
barrier in the federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act.
The peninsula is subject to the natural forces of
erosion that typify coastal barriers, and the entire
project, including the mainland portion, is susceptible
to alteration by severe storms.

There is already significant development on parts of
St. Joseph Bay and this is predicted to continue on
those lands not in public ownership. Although Guif
County as a whole Is not experiencing significant
population growth (20.31% from 1980 to 1990),
compared to other Florida counties (ranks #58 out of
67), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Guif
County, are developing rapidly. Part of this project, in
fact, includes the Treasure Shore Limited ownership,
portions of which (bay frontage) have been
subdivided.

The majority of natural pinelands within the project,
and the numerous rare plants they support, are
extremely susceptible to destruction by conversion to
pine plantation. This has already occurred on a
significant portion of the project (owned by St. Joe
Paper Company) since it has been on the Priority List.

The Florida Department of Commerce is overseeing
efforts of the Florida Spaceport Authority to establish
a small-rocket (7-8 feet) launching facility on federally
owned land, excluded from the final project boundary,
at Cape San Blas.

ACQUISITION PLANNING

On December 1, 1989, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) approved the St. Joe Bay Project
Design. It altered the resource planning boundary by
excluding small developed and undeveloped lots from
the state park south to the Deal ownership in
Richardson Hammock and within the golf course in
the Ward Ridge area. It also excluded most
commercial and business development on the eastern
bayfront and federal ownership on the southern
boundary. The LAAC reserved the right to add
additional bayfront lots to the project boundary in the
future as major ownerships are acquired.

On November 22, 1991, the LAAC approved a 3,944
acre boundary amendment. This addition included
most of the remainder of the Treasure Share Limited
ownership. Approval of the addition, however, was
contingent upon donation of the tract in fee-simple or
donation of a conservation easement.

Acquisition Phasing

Phase |I:  All ownerships except subdivision lots in
Section 23 at the southern project
boundary.

Phase Il: Subdivided lots in Section 23.
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Coordination

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) initiated negotiations
with Deal, owner of one of the mast critical parcels,
and also made initial contact with other large
ownerships within the project. TNC will also be the
holder of a donated conservation easement and may
also be interested in managing land acquired in the
Ward's Ridge area.

Communication should continue between the
acquisition and management staff and the Department
of Commerce and Spaceport Authority to ensure
protection for the bay and the historically significant
Cape San Blas Lighthouse, and to guarantee that
other CARL acquisition objectives for this project are
satisfied as much as possible.

OWNERSHIP

This project consists of five major owners and one
platted and sold subdivision. Most larger ownerships
have indicated a willingness to negotiate (see also
Coordination). The Deal ownership, a core parcel, is
disjunct from the T.J. Stone Memorial St. Joseph
Peninsula Park (2,516 acres) purchased with EEL
funds ($346,123) in 1964-66 by approximately 3 1/2
miles.

ACQUISITION STATUS

Negotiations for Deal ownership terminated by seller.
Contract pending on Treasure Shores. Discussions
with major owners of Ward’s Ridge area have been
initiated.

RESOLUTIONS

None known.

PROJECT HISTORY
Assessment Approved: 08/04/89
Design/Boundary Approved: 12/01/89
Design/Boundary Modified:

11/22/91 - 3,944 acres added
PREVIOUS RANKINGS

1993 16
1992 16
1991 27
1990 23
ACQUISITION HISTORY
Year Acres Funds
— None -




262

St. Joseph Bay Buffer L Priority Project # 21
Acres . Cost/Tax Value | County(ies): |

Acquired: | 1,210 ' $2,098,000 || Water M_gm_t. District:

Remaining: 7,041 : $;‘3,01 1,640 || Regional Planning Council: _

Totals:_ N 8,251 $5,109,640 || Senate District(s): 3 House District(s): 7

...................................................................................................................

The St. Joseph Bay Buffer pro;ecl includes a narrow strip of uplands and wetiands that directly front the waters of St.
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system of great botanical significance.
Natural communities are generally in very good to excellent condition and include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub,
baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. A wet flatwoods system in the vicinity of Wards
Ridge harbors numerous plant species state-listed as endangered or threatened. -Maintenance of the project area in a

substantially natural condition would offer significant protection to the water quality of St. Joseph Bay, an Outstanding
Florida Water. 'The bay supports a diverse, healthy-marine ecosystem of statew:de significance and is an |mportant nursery
ground for many recreahonally and commercially. valuable spemes :

In 1991 St Joe PaperCompany clearcut and planted to slash pine thenorth haif of sectuon 1 (T9S, R10W) and part of
section 6 (T9S, R10W). These lands-had supported high quality mesic-scrubby flatwoods and wet prairies with numerous
rare and endemic plant species. Further blologlcal evaluahon may indicate that this area should be deleted from the
project.

Most of the peninsula itself is designated as a coastal barrier in the federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act. The peninsula
is subject to the natural forces of erosion that typify coastal barriers, and the entire project, including the mainland portion,
is susceptible to alteration by severe storms. _ :

There is already significant development on parts of St. Joseph Bay and this is predicted to continue on those lands not
in public ownership. Although Gulf County as a whole is not experiencing significant population growth. (20 31% from 1980
to 1990), compared to other Florida counties (ranks #58 out of 67), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Gulf County,
are developing rapidly. -Part of this project, in fact, includes the Treasure Shore Limited ownership, portions of which (bay
{ frontage) have been subdivided. The majority of natural pinelands within the project, and the numerous rare plants they
support, are extremely susceptible to destruction by conversion to pine plantation. This has already occurred on a
sngmﬁcant portion of the project (owned by St. Joe Paper Company) since it has been on the Priority List.

The Florida Department of Commerce is overseeing efforts of the Florida Spaceport Authority to establish a small-rocket

(7-8 feet) launching facility on federally owned land, excluded from the final project boundary, at Cape San Blas. '
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FNAI Element Occurrences :

Pme-woods aster
Te!ephus spurge
Panhandfe sp:dem!y _
Florida skulicap =~~~ - _
SCRUB B
_ 'Gu:‘f coast Iupme .
'Southem mt!kweed
Th:ck-feaved water-wmow
'-'Cf‘lapmap S crownbeard . |

131 elements known from project
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~ #21 St. Joseph Ba} Buffer

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph Bay Buffer CARL project are: to consérve and protect enernmentaI[y
unique and irreplaceable lands that contain native, relatively:unaltered flora and fauna representing a natural area unique
to, or scarce within, a region of this state or a larger geographic area; to conserve and protect significant habitat for native
species or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or restore important ecosystems,
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect significant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife
resources which local or state regulatory programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas, including recreational trails,
for natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological or historical sites.

Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh water marshes
and seagrasses. These areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in protecting the water quality of
the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the project as a state buffer preserve. .
Manager The recommended manager is the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Marine Resources,
Bureau of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas.

| Management goals See policy statement. The goals of the St. Joseph Bay Buffer are: to maintain the high water quality
and productivity of St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve; to preserve rapidly declining habitats for research and education; to
preserve threatened and endangered species; and to aliow and encourage compatible human use in an effort to provide
quality natural resource experiences and develop a stewardship ethos in the public.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The project generally includes lands that are "low- need“ tracts, requmng
basic resource management and protection. -
Timetable for implementing management and provisions for security and protectlon of infrastructure Within the
first year, activity will concentrate on site security, resource inventory, determination of hydrological restoration needs,
determination of fencing and road requirements, and consideration of possibilities for public use, such as hunting, fishing, §
and hiking. Long-term needs such as fire breaks; controlled burns, road maintenance and closures, fence building and
repair, and exotic animal removal will be addressed. This information will be incorporated into a management plan.

Long-range plans for this property involve its use for research and education and the fulfillment of the management
requirements determined by first-year analysis. :
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for revenue generation at this site. '

Cooperators in'management activities The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be involved in pubhc
hunting and fishing on this project. -

Management costs and sources of revenue

Category Source Salary ol Expense
Start-up CARL,IITF2 $22,338 $0 - $20,000 $40,000

P-120
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' #21 St. Joseph Bay Buffer.

8/4/89
1211789

Assessment Approved: CARL Acqmsmon History

Ranking
(last 5 yrs.)

Funds’
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St. Joseph Bay %uﬁfer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants,
have largely escaped the residential development that is
filling the nearby coast with vacation homes. The St.
Joseph Bay Buffer project will protect the water quality
and productive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting
the undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing also
ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants, protecting
one of the best preserved archaeological sites in
northwest Florida, and giving the public opportunities
to enjoy the natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Division of Marine Resources, Department of
Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that front the waters of St. Joseph Bay, a
small area of privately held bay bottom, and a
contiguous natural system of great botanical
significance. Natural communities, in very good to
excellent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet
flatwoods, scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh
(estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. Wet
flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbor
numerous rare plant species. St. Joseph Bay, an
Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance

FNAI Element Occurrences

Pine-woods aster G1/s1
Telephus spurge G1/81
Panbandle spiderlily G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Chapman’s rbododendron G1G1T1/81
SCRUB G2/S2

Gulf coast lupine G2/82
Southern milkweed G2/52

31 FNAI elements known from site

Priority 17

and is an important nursery ground for many
recreational and commercially valuable species.

Richardson Hammock in the project area, a shell
midden with human burials, is one of the largest and
best preserved of its kind in Northwest Florida. The
project is vulnerable to residential development and
clearcutting - part was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer reserve, allowing such
uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status
Phase I All ownerships except subdivision lots in
Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other

ownerships.

Deal, owner of one of the most significant tracts, is an
unwilling seller. Acquisition of another large
ownership, Treasure Coast, Inc. is ongoing.

In 1995, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council added
Blacks Island (11 acres).

Coordination

The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Coast ownership and will
hold the conservation easement on the portion of
Treasure Coast not acquired in fee-simple by the state.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 8,262
Acres Acquired 1,210
at a Cost of $2,098,000
Acres Remaining 1,052
Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $3.160,449
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 17

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve and
protect environmentally unique and irreplaceable
lands that contain native, relatively unaltered flora
and fauna representing a natural area unique to, or
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger
geographic area; to conserve and protect significant
habitat for native species or endangered and
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and
forests, in order to enhance or protect significant
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or
wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide
areas, including recreational trails, for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve
significant archaeological or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh
water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in
protecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay
Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the project asa
state buffer preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the
Department of Environmental Protection, Division
of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and
Aquatic Managed Areas.

138

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
project generally includes lands that are "low-need"
tracts, requiring basic resource management and
protection.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of
infrastructure Within the first year, activity will
concentrate on site security, resource inventory,
determination of hydrological restoration needs,
determination of fencing and road requirements,
and consideration of possibilities for public use,
such as hunting, fishing, and hiking. Long-term
needs such as fire breaks, controlled burns, road
maintenance and closures, fence building and repair,
and exotic animal removal will be addressed. This
information will be incorporated into a
management plan.

Long-range plans for this property involve its use
for research and education and the fulfillment of the
management requirements determined by first-year
analysis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans
for revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The Florida
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this
project.

No management cost summary available for this
project from the Division of Marine Resources at
this time.
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore
of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare
plants, have largely escaped the residential
development that is filling the nearby coast with
vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project
will protect the water quality and productive seagrass
beds of the bay by protecting the undeveloped land
around and in it, in so doing also ensuring the survival
of dozens of rare plants, protecting one of the best
preserved archaeological sites in northwest Florida,
and giving the public opportunities to enjoy the
natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Division of Marine Resources,
Environmental Protection.

Department of

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that front the waters of St. Joseph Bay, a
small area of privately held bay bottom, and a
contiguous natural system of great botanical
significance. Natural communities, in very good to
excellent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet
flatwoods, scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh
(estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. Wet
flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbor
numerous rare plant species. St. Joseph Bay, an

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/51
Telephus spurge G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/S1
Panbandle spiderlily G1Q/S1
Chapman’s rbododendron G1G2T1/s1
SCRUB G2/82

Gulf coast lupine G2/%2
Southern milkweed G2/82

33 elements known from project
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Priority 21

Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance
and is an important nursery ground for many
recreational and commercially valuable species.

Richardson Hammock in the project area, a shell
midden with human burials, is one of the largest and
best preserved of its kind in Northwest Florida. The
project is vulnerable to residential development and
clearcutting—part was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer reserve, allowing
such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I: All ownerships except subdivision lots in
Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other
ownerships.

Deal, owner of Richardson Hammock, one of the
most significant tracts, has been an unwilling seller,
but interested in an exchange. Acquisition of the
remainder of another large ownership, Treasure
Shores has been delayed because of insufficient
funding.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC added Blacks Island (11
acres).

On December 5, 1996, LAAC transferred a portion of
the Treasure Shores ownership (2634 acres) to the
Less-Than-Fee Category.

Placed on list 1980
Project Area (Acres) 5,628
Acres Acquired 1,210
at a Cost of $2,025,207
Acres Remaining 4,418
with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,979,970




Coordination |
The Nature Conservancy |is an intermediary in the
acquisition of the TreasureShores ownership and will

27 St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 21

hold the conservation easement on the portion of
Treasure Shores not acquired in feesimple by the
state.

Management Policy Stalement

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve and
protect env1r0nmentally unique and irreplaceable
lands that contain native, relatively unaltered flora
and fauna representing a natural area unique to, or
scarce within, a region [of this state or a larger
geographic area; to conserve and protect significant
habitat for native species or endangered and
threatened species; to co%lserve, protect, manage, or
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests,
in order to enhance oril protect significant surface
water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife
resources which local or state regulatory programs
cannot adequately protect; to provide areas, including
recreational  trails, for  natural-resource-based
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological
or historical sites. I'

Management Prospectus J

Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph Bay
Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh water
marshes and seagrasses.  These areas are major
spawmng and nursery|grounds and are critical in
protecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay
Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the project as a state
buffer preserve.

Manager ~ The recommended manager is the
Department of Envirolhmental Protection, Division

'
!
i
|

Management Cost SummallrleMn

19955191

Category 1997/98
Source of Funds cnnuinf CARLJUTF
Salary $18,750 $18,750
O0PS . $0 $0
Expense $4,000 $6,000
aco $14/500 $4,500
FCO | $0 $0
TOTAL $37,250 $29,250

of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and Aquatic
Managed Areas.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
project generally includes lands that are "low-need"
tracts, requiring basic resource management and
protection.

Timetable for implementing management and provisions
for security and protection of infrastructure Within the
first year, activity will concentrate on site security,
resource inventory, determination of hydrological
restoration needs, determination of fencing and road
requirements, and consideration of possibilities for
public use, such as hunting, fishing, and hiking.
Long-term needs such as fire breaks, controlled burns,
road maintenance and closures, fence building and
repair, and exotic animal removal will be addressed.
This information will be incorporated into a
management plan.

Long-range plans for this property involve its use for
research and education and the fulfillment of the
management requirements determined by first-year
analysis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for
revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management actrvities The Florida
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project.
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer Prioiy 15

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore
of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare
plants, have Ilargely escaped the residential
development that is filling the nearby coast with
vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project
will protect the water quality and productive seagrass
beds of the bay by protecting the undeveloped land
around and in it, in so doing also ensuring the
survival of dozens of rare plants, protecting one of the
best preserved archaeological sites in northwest
Florida, and giving the public opportunities to enjoy
the natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Division of Marine Resources, Department of
Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed coastal
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St.
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom,
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical
significance. Natural communities, in very good to
excellent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet
flatwoods, scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh
(estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. Wet
flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbor
numerous rare plant species. The project contains

three very rare and endemic species that are not
protected on public lands. St. Joseph Bay, an
Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance
and is an important nursery ground for many
recreational and commercially valuable species.
Richardson Hammock in the project area, a shell
midden with human burials, is one of the largest and
best preserved of its kind in Northwest Florida. The
project is vulnerable to residential development and
clearcutting— part was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer reserve, allowing
such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I: All ownerships except subdivision lots in
Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other
ownerships. (Deal, owner of Richardson Hammock,
one of the most significant tracts, has been an
unwilling seller, but interested in an exchange.
Acquisition of the remainder of another large
ownership, Treasure Shores has been delayed because
of insufficient funding,)

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11
acres). On December 5, 1996, the Council transferred
a portion of the Treasure Shores ownership (2,634

acres) to the Less-Than-Fee Category.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 5,628
Acres Acquired 1,246
at a Cost of $2,025,207
Acres Remaining 4,418
with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,979,970

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/s1
Telephus spurge G1/s1
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G1Q/s1
Chapman’s rbododendron G1G2T1/81
SCRUB G2/82

Gulf coast lupine G2/82
Southern milkweed G2/82

33 elements known from project
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 15

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will

274

hold the conservation easement on the portion of
Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the
state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve and
protect environmentally unique and irreplaceable
lands that contain native, relatively unaltered flora
and fauna representing a natural area unique to, or
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger
geographic area; to conserve and protect significant
habitat for native species or endangered and
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests,
in order to enhance or protect significant surface
water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife
resources which local or state regulatory programs
cannot adequately protect; to provide areas, including
recreational  trails, for  natural-resource-based
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological
or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation 'The St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh
water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in
protecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay
Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the project as a state
buffer preserve.

Manager  The recommended manager is the
Department of Environmental Protection, Division

of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and Aquatic
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
project generally includes lands that are "low-need"
tracts, requiring basic resource management and
protection.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and  protection of
infrastructure Within the first year, activity will
concentrate on site security, resource inventory,
determination of hydrological restoration needs,
determination of fencing and road requirements, and
consideration of possibilities for public use, such as
hunting, fishing, and hiking. Long-term needs such as
fire breaks, controlled burns, road maintenance and
closures, fence building and repair, and exotic animal
removal will be addressed. This information will be
incorporated into a management plan.

Long-range plans for this property involve its use for
research and education and the fulfillment of the
management requirements determined by first-year
analysis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for
revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The Florida
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project.

Management Cost Summary/DMR

Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99
Source of Funds CARLILATF CARLILATF CARLILATF
Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
0PS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,185.17
oco $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 15
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer
Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the
shore of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration
of rare plants, have largely escaped the residen-
tial development that is filling the nearby coast
with vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer
project will protect the water quality and produc-
tive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting the
undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing
also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeologi-
cal sites in northwest Florida, and giving the pub-
lic opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the
bay.

Manager
Division of Marine Resources, Department of
Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed
coastal bay systems in Florida, comprising the
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system
of great botanical significance. Natural commu-
nities, in very good to excellent condition, include
mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, baygall,
shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh),
and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity of
Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species.

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G1Q/81
Chapman’s rhododendron G1G2T1/S1
SCRUB G2/S2
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2
Southern milkweed G2/S2

33 elements known from project
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Priority 13

The project contains three very rare and endemic
species that are not protected on public lands. St.
Joseph Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, sup-
ports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of state-
wide significance and is an important nursery
ground for many recreational and commercially
valuable species. Richardson Hammock in the
project area, a shell midden with human burials,
is one of the largest and best preserved of its kind
in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable
to residential development and clearcutting—part
was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer reserve, allow-
ing such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and
swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdi-
vision lots in Section 23 at southern boundary.
Phase II (essential): All other ownerships. Ac-
quisition of Deal (Richardson Hammock) and the
remainder of Treasure Shores II still viable. Pre-
liminary acquisition work initiated on remainder
of project with the exception of the St. Joe owner-
ship.

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Is-
land (11 acres). On December 5, 1996, the Coun-
cil transferred a portion of the Treasure Shores

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 5,628
Acres Acquired 1,246
at a Cost of $2,025,207
Acres Remaining 4,418

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,979,970
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ownership (2,634 acres) to the Less-Than-Fee
Category.

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the
inclusion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in
effect designating the entire project “essential”.

St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 13

Coordination

The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and
will hold the conservation easement on the por-
tion of Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple
by the state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve
and protect environmentally unique and irreplace-
able lands that contain native, relatively unaltered
flora and fauna representing a natural area unique
to, or scarce within, a region of this state or a larger
geographic area; to conserve and protect signifi-
cant habitat for native species or endangered and
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage,
or restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and
forests, in order to enhance or protect significant
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish
or wildlife resources which local or state regula-
tory programs cannot adequately protect; to pro-
vide areas, including recreational trails, for natu-
ral-resource-based recreation; and to preserve sig-
nificant archaeological or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt
and fresh water marshes and seagrasses. These
areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and
- are critical in protecting the water quality of the
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify
the project as a state buffer preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the De-
partment of Environmental Protection, Division

Management Cost Summary/DMR

of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and
Aquatic Managed Areas.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The project generally includes lands that are “low-
need” tracts, requiring basic resource management
and protection.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-
structure Within the first year, activity will con-
centrate on site security, resource inventory, de-
termination of hydrological restoration needs, de-
termination of fencing and road requirements, and
consideration of possibilities for public use, such
as hunting, fishing, and hiking. Long-term needs
such as fire breaks, controlled burns, road main-
tenance and closures, fence building and repair,
and exotic animal removal will be addressed. This
information will be incorporated into a manage-
ment plan.

Long-range plans for this property involve its use
for research and education and the fulfillment of
the management requirements determined by first-
year analysis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans
for revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
may be involved in public hunting and fishing on
this project.

Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99

Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
OPS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17
oco $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.5C $71,907.60
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the
shore of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration
of rare plants, have largely escaped the residen-
tial development that is filling the nearby coast
with vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer
project will protect the water quality and produc-
tive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting the
undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing
also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeologi-
cal sites in northwest Florida, and giving the pub-
lic opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the
bay.

Manager

Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas, De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed
coastal bay systems in Florida, comprising the
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system
of great botanical significance. Natural commu-
nities, in very good to excellent condition, include
mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, baygall,
shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh),

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/S1
SCRUB G2/S2
Tropical waxweed G1/81
Southern milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project

Priority 9

and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity of
Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species.
The project contains three very rare and endemic
species that are not protected on public lands. St.
Joseph Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, sup-
ports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of state-
wide significance and is an important nursery
ground for many recreational and commercially
valuable species. Richardson Hammock in the
project area, a shell midden with human burials,
is one of the largest and best preserved of its kind
in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable
to residential development and clearcutting—part
was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer preserve, allow-
ing such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and
swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdi-
vision lots in Section 23 at southern boundary.
Phase II (essential): All other ownerships. Ac-
quisition of Deal (Richardson Hammock) and the
remainder of Treasure Shores II still viable. Pre-
liminary acquisition work initiated on remainder
of project with the exception of the St. Joe owner-
ship.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 5,378
Acres Acquired 1,452
at a Cost of $5,925,207
Acres Remaining 3,926

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,759,475
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On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Is-
land (11 acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the
inclusion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in
effect designating the entire project “essential”.

280

Coordination

The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and
will hold the conservation easement on the por-
tion of Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple
by the state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve
and protect environmentally unique and irreplace-
able lands that contain native, relatively unaltered
flora and fauna representing a natural area unique
to, or scarce within, a region of this state or a larger
geographic area; to conserve and protect signifi-
cant habitat for native species or endangered and
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage,
or restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and
forests, in order to enhance or protect significant
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish
or wildlife resources which local or state regula-
tory programs cannot adequately protect; to pro-
vide areas, including recreational trails, for natu-
ral-resource-based recreation; and to preserve sig-
nificant archaeological or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt
and fresh water marshes and seagrasses. These

Management Cost Summary/OCAMA

areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and
are critical in protecting the water quality of the
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify
the project as a state buffer preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the De-
partment of Environmental Protection, Office of
Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The project generally includes lands that are “low-
need” tracts, requiring basic resource management
and protection. _

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-
structure Long-range plans for this property in-
volve its use for research and education and the
fulfillment of the management requirements de-
termined by first-year analysis.
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans
for revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion may be involved in public hunting and fish-
ing on this project.

Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99

Source of Funds CARL/LATF: CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
OPS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17
OoCco $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the
shore of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration
of rare plants, have largely escaped the residen-
tial development that is filling the nearby coast
with vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer
project will protect the water quality and produc-
tive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting the
undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing
also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeologi-
cal sites in northwest Florida, and giving the pub-
lic opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the
bay.

Manager

Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas
(CAMA), Department of Environmental Protec-
tion.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed
coastal bay systems in Florida, comprising the
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system
of great botanical significance. Natural commu-
nities, in very good to excellent condition, include
mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, baygall,

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/51
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/81
SCRUB G2/82
Tropical waxweed G1/81
Southem milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project

Group B
Full Fee

shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh), and
beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards
Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species. The
project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St.
Joseph Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, sup-
ports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of state-
wide significance and is an important nursery
ground for many recreational and commercially
valuable species. Richardson Hammock in the
project area, a shell midden with human burials,
is one of the largest and best preserved of its kind
in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable
to residential development and clearcutting—part
was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer preserve, allow-
ing such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and
swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdi-
vision lots in Section 23 at southern boundary.
Phase II (essential): All other ownerships. Ac-
quisition of Deal (Richardson Hammock) and the
remainder of Treasure Shores II still viable. Pre-
liminary acquisition work initiated on remainder
of project with the exception of the St. Joe owner-
ship.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 5,378
Acres Acquired 2,115
at a Cost of $12,647,382
Acres Remaining 3,263

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,462,345
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On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Is-
land (11 acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the
inclusion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in
effect designating the entire project “essential”.

Coordination

The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and
will hold the conservation easement on the por-
tion of Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple
by the state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and pro-
tect environmentally unique and irreplaceable lands
that contain native, relatively unaltered flora and
fauna representing a natural area unique to, or
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger geo-
graphic area; to conserve and protect significant
habitat for native species or endangered and threat-
ened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or re-
store important ecosystems, landscapes, and for-
ests, in order to enhance or protect significant sur-
face water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or
wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide
areas, including recreational trails, for natural-re-
source-based recreation; and to preserve signifi-
cant archaeological or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt

Management Cost Summary/CAMA

and fresh water marshes and seagrasses. These
areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and
are critical in protecting the water quality of the
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify
the project as a state buffer preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the
CAMA, Department of Environmental Protection.
Conditions affecting intensity of management
The project generally includes lands that are “low-
need” tracts, requiring basic resource management
and protection.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-
structure Long-range plans for this property in-
volve its use for research and education and the
fulfillment of the management requirements de-
termined by first-year analysis.
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans
for revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-

Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99

Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
OPS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17
OoCcO $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $71,907.60

$16,997.50
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the
shore of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration
of rare plants, have largely escaped the residen-
tial development that is filling the nearby coast
with vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer
project will protect the water quality and produc-
tive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting the
undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing
also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeologi-
cal sites in northwest Florida, and giving the pub-
lic opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the
bay.

Manager

Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas
(CAMA), Department of Environmental Protec-
tion.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed
coastal bay systems in Florida, comprising the
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system
of great botanical significance. Natural commu-
nities, in very good to excellent condition, include
mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, baygall,

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/S1
SCRUB G2/S2
Tropical waxweed G1/81
Southern milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project

Group A
Full Fee

shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh), and
beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards
Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species. The
project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St.
Joseph Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, sup-
ports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of state-
wide significance and is an important nursery
ground for many recreational and commercially
valuable species. Richardson Hammock in the
project area, a shell midden with human burials,
is one of the largest and best preserved of its kind
in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable
to residential development and clearcutting—part
was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer preserve, allow-
ing such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and
swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdivi-
sion lots in Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase
II (essential): All other ownerships. Acquisition of
Deal (Richardson Hammock) and the remainder of
Treasure Shores II still viable. Thirty lots along the
golf course are currently being appraised.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 8,886
Acres Acquired 3,777
at a Cost of $14,967,382
Acres Remaining 5,109

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $2,500,070
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On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island

(11 acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the
inclusion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in
effect designating the entire project “essential”.

286
Coordination

The Nature Conservancy was an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will
hold the conservation easement on the portion of Trea-
sure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and pro-
tect environmentally unique and irreplaceable lands
that contain native, relatively unaltered flora and
fauna representing a natural area unique to, or
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger geo-
graphic area; to conserve and protect significant
habitat for native species or endangered and threat-
ened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or re-
store important ecosystems, landscapes, and for-
ests, in order to enhance or protect significant sur-
face water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or
wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide
areas, including recreational trails, for natural-re-
source-based recreation; and to preserve signifi-
cant archaeological or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt

Management Cost Summary/CAMA

and fresh water marshes and seagrasses. These
areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and
are critical in protecting the water quality of the
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify
the project as a state buffer preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the
CAMA, Department of Environmental Protection.
Conditions affecting intensity of management
The project generally includes lands that are “low-
need” tracts, requiring basic resource management
and protection.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-
structure Long-range plans for this property in-
volve its use for research and education and the
fulfillment of the management requirements de-
termined by first-year analysis.
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans
for revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-

Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99

Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
OPS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17
OCO $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60
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- St. Joseph Bay Buffer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants,
have largely escaped the residential development that
is filling the nearby coast with vacation homes. The
St. Joseph Bay Buffer project will protect the water
quality and productive seagrass beds of the bay by pro-
tecting the undeveloped land around and in it, in so
doing also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeological sites
in northwest Florida, and giving the public opportuni-
ties to enjoy the natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA),
Department of Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed coastal
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St.
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom,
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical sig-
nificance. Natural communities, in very good to excel-
lent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods,
scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal
marsh), and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity
of Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species.
The project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St. Joseph
Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance and
is an important nursery ground for many recreational
and commercially valuable species. Richardson Ham-

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/81
SCRUB G2/S2
Tropical waxweed G1/81
Southem milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project

288

Group A
Full Fee

mock in the project area, a shell midden with human
burials, is one of the largest and best preserved of its
kind in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable to
residential development and clearcutting—part was
clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer preserve, allowing
such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdivision
lots in Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II (es-
sential): All other ownerships. Acquisition of Deal
(Richardson Hammock) and the remainder of Trea-
sure Shores II still viable. Thirty lots along the golf
course are currently being appraised.

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11
acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the inclu-
sion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in effect desig-
nating the entire project “essential”.

Coordination

The Nature Conservancy was an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will
hold the conservation easement on the portion of Trea-
sure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the state.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 8,886
Acres Acquired 3,777
at a Cost of $14,967,382
Acres Remaining 5,109

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $2,500,070
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Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and protect envi-
ronmentally unique and irreplaceable lands that con-
tain native, relatively unaltered flora and fauna repre-
senting a natural area unique to, or scarce within, a
region of this state or a larger geographic area; to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native species
or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, land-
scapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect sig-
nificant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish
or wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas,
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-based
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological
or historical sites.

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh
water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in pro-
tecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic
Preserve. They qualify the project as a state buffer
preserve.

Management Cost Summary/CAMA

St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group A/Full Fee

Manager The recommended manager is the CAMA,
Department of Environmental Protection.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
project generally includes lands that are “low-need”
tracts, requiring basic resource management and pro-
tection.

Timetable for implementing management and provi-
sions for security and protection of infrastructure
Long-range plans for this property involve its use for
research and education and the fulfiliment of the man-
agement requirements determined by first-year analy-
sis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for
revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project.

Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99

Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
OPS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17
oco $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer

Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants,
have largely escaped the residential development that
is filling the nearby coast with vacation homes. The
St. Joseph Bay Buffer project will protect the water
quality and productive seagrass beds of the bay by pro-
tecting the undeveloped land around and in it, in so
doing also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeological sites
in northwest Florida, and giving the public opportuni-
ties to enjoy the natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA),
Department of Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed coastal
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St.
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom,
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical sig-
nificance. Natural communities, in very good to excel-
lent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods,
scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal
marsh), and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity
of Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species.
The project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St. Joseph
Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance and
is an important nursery ground for many recreational
and commercially valuable species. Richardson Ham-

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/81
Telephus spurge G1/81
Florida skullcap G1/81
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/S1
SCRUB G2/S2
Tropical waxweed G1/81
Southern milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project

Group A
Full Fee

mock in the project area, a shell midden with human
burials, is one of the largest and best preserved of its
kind in Northwest Florida. The myriad drainages within
the project affect the waters of Apalachicola Bay via
Depot Creek and Lake Wimico, the Gulf of Mexico via
the Money Bayou drainage, and direct runoff to St.
Vincent Sound and Indian Lagoon. The project is vul-
nerable to residential development and clearcutting—
part was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use

The project will become a buffer preserve, allowing
such uses as hiking, nature study, fishing, canoeing,
swimming and primitive camping. Facilities will include
a “preserve center” for public education and outreach.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdivision
lots in Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II (es-
sential): All other ownerships. Acquisition of Deal
(Richardson Hammock) and the remainder of Trea-
sure Shores II still viable. Thirty lots along the golf
course are currently being appraised.

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11
acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the inclu-
sion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in effect desig-
nating the entire project “essential”.

In July 2001 the Council added Ward’s Ridge (2,463
acres) to the project area.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 6,382
Acres Acquired 5,563
at a Cost of $13,296,907
Acres Remaining 819

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $323,505
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Coordination

The Nature Conservancy was an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will
hold the conservation easement on the portion of Trea-
sure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and protect envi-
ronmentally unique and irreplaceable lands that con-
tain native, relatively unaltered flora and fauna repre-
senting a natural area unique to, or scarce within, a
region of this state or a larger geographic area; to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native species
or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, land-
scapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect sig-
nificant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish
or wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas,
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-based
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological
or historical sites.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh

292

water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in pro-
tecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic
Preserve. They qualify the project as a state buffer
preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the CAMA,
Department of Environmental Protection.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
project generally includes lands that are “low-need”
tracts, requiring basic resource management and pro-
tection.

Timetable for implementing management and provi-
sions for security and protection of infrastructure
Long-range plans for this property involve its use for
research and education and the fulfillment of the man-
agement requirements determined by first-year analy-
sis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for
revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project.

Management Cost Summary/CAMA

Category 2004/05 2005/06

Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $110,000 $115,000
OPS $101,000 $110,000
Expense $140,000 $80,000
oco $50,000 $45,000
FCO $300,000 $30,000
TOTAL $701,000 $380,000
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer
Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition

The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants,
have largely escaped the residential development that
is filling the nearby coast with vacation homes. The
St. Joseph Bay Buffer project will protect the water
quality and productive seagrass beds of the bay by pro-
tecting the undeveloped land around and in it, in so
doing also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeological sites
in northwest Florida, and giving the public opportuni-
ties to enjoy the natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA),
Department of Environmental Protection.

General Description

The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed coastal
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St.
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom,
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical sig-
nificance. Natural communities, in very good to excel-
lent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods,
scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal
marsh), and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity
of Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species.
The project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St. Joseph
Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance and
is an important nursery ground for many recreational
and commercially valuable species. Richardson Ham-

FNAI Elements

Pine-woods aster G1/$1
Telephus spurge G1/S1
Florida skullcap G1/$1
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/S1
SCRUB G2/S2
Tropical waxweed G1/51
Southern milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project
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mock in the project area, a shell midden with human
burials, is one of the largest and best preserved of its
kind in Northwest Florida. The myriad drainages within
the project affect the waters of Apalachicola Bay via
Depot Creek and Lake Wimico, the Gulf of Mexico via
the Money Bayou drainage, and direct runoff to St.
Vincent Sound and Indian Lagoon. The project is vul-
nerable to residential development and clearcutting—
part was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use

The project will become a buffer preserve, allowing
such uses as hiking, nature study, fishing, canoeing,
swimming and primitive camping. Facilities will include
a “preserve center” for public education and outreach.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdivision
lots in Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II (es-
sential): All other ownerships. Acquisition of Deal
(Richardson Hammock) and the remainder of Trea-
sure Shores II still viable. Thirty lots along the golf
course are currently being appraised.

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11
acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the inclu-
sion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in effect desig-
nating the entire project “essential”.

In July 2001 the Council added Ward’s Ridge (2,463
acres) to the project area.

Placed on list 1990
Project Area (Acres) 6,382
Acres Acquired 5,563
at a Cost of $13,296,907
Acres Remaining 819
with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $323,505
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Coordination

The Nature Conservancy was an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will
hold the conservation easement on the portion of Trea-
sure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the state.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and protect envi-
ronmentally unique and irreplaceable lands that con-
tain native, relatively unaltered flora and fauna repre-
senting a natural area unique to, or scarce within, a
region of this state or a larger geographic area; to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native species
or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, land-
scapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect sig-
nificant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish
or wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas,
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-based
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological
or historical sites.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh

St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group B/Full Fee

water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in pro-
tecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic
Preserve. They qualify the project as a state buffer
preserve.

Manager The recommended manager is the CAMA,
Department of Environmental Protection.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
project generally includes lands that are “low-need”
tracts, requiring basic resource management and pro-
tection.

Timetable for implementing management and provi-
sions for security and protection of infrastructure
Long-range plans for this property involve its use for
research and education and the fulfillment of the man-
agement requirements determined by first-year analy-
sis.

Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for
revenue generation at this site.

Cooperators in management activities The Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project.

Management Cost Summary/CAMA

Category 2004/05 2005/06

Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARL/LATF
Salary $110,000 $115,000
OPS $101,000 $110,000
Expense $140,000 $80,000
oco $50,000 $45,000
FCO $300,000 $30,000
TOTAL $701,000 $380,000
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2000 Interim Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) Report — October 24, 2000

Background Information:
Two amendments were made to the St. Joe Timberland project. As acquisition efforts have

progressed on these two sites (Lake Wimico and Aucilla/ Wacissa River Sinks) the owner and
the land manager (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, FWC) have developed
alternative boundaries that would further facilitate stewardship of adjacent public lands.

A. The Nature Conservancy proposed the addition of 1,592 acres with a tax assessed value of
$1,940,906 to the St. Joe Timberlands CARL project — Wacissa/ Aucilla River site.

B. The FWC proposed the addition of 12,360 acres with a tax assessed value of 1,118,790 to
the St. Joe Timberlands CARL project — Lake Wimico site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved both of the additions as essential parcels.

Resource Information:

The FNAI reports that the predominant natural community within addition “"A” is high quality
hydric hammock. FNAI adds that because the proposal includes uplands adjoining the hydric
hammock vegetation, it encompasses wetland/upland ecotones that can be important to many
rare species.

The FNAI reports that the southwestern portion of addition “B” contains a large area of well-
developed cypress and deciduous hardwood swamplands bordering Lake Wimico. These
swamplands are bordered by Searcy Creek to the west and are contiguous with Indian Swamp
to the east in the existing CARL boundary. In the northeastern portion of the addition there are
several large deciduous swamp drainages, most significantly Cypress Creek, that connect south
into Indian Swamp. These swamplands roughly comprise 30% of the proposed addition. Much
of the remaining lands appear from aerial photography to be in various stages of silviculture.
These pine plantations and clear-cut areas are likely on former wet flatwoods, wet prairie, and
forested swampland habitats.

Management:
The FWC will manage both of the additions. The FWC supports the additions by virtue of their
resource value, connectivity and management potential.
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St. Joe Timberland

Boundary Amendment: Box R Ranch/St. Vincent Tracts

Group A Project
Amended June 6, 2003

Background Information:

The Nature Conservancy proposed this 49,520-
acre addition in Gulf and Franklin counties, with
a tax-assessed value of $3,213,760, to the St.
Joe Timberland Florida Forever project. The
addition consists of one owner and was
proposed for fee simple acquisition. The
landowner has been contacted by the sponsors
and is a willing seller. The St. Joe Timberland
project is a Group A project.

Resource Information:

The proposed addition consists of two tracts,
the St. Vincent tract, and the Box R Ranch
tract. The St. Vincent tract is located primarily
in Gulf County and is approximately 41,474
acres. The Box R Ranch is located in Franklin
County and consists of approximately 8,046
acres. The site contains a mosaic of forested
pine uplands, wet prairies, hardwood and
cypress swamps, three blackwater streams,
coastal bluffs, and salt marshes. The proposal
also includes 8 miles of shoreline on the
southern portion of Lake Wimico. An FNAI
evaluation of the boundary addition determined
that the western parts of the proposal contain
portions of the Ward Ridge system south and
east of the town of Port St. Joe. This system
has long been recognized by FNAI as
harboring a high density of extremely rare plant
species, several endemic to this region of the
Florida Panhandle. The southern edge of the
proposal contains additional ridge-and-swale
topography associated with the St. Vincent
Sound coastline. These systems support
scrubby flatwoods, mesic/wet flatwoods, and
possibly a small amount of sandhill on the
ridges; the swales support baygall, dome
swamps, or cypress strand swamps, often with
wet prairie or wet flatwoods vegetation in the
ecotones. Although most of this area appears
to have been timbered and much of it

converted to pine plantation or clear-cut, in the
dune-and-swale areas groundcover is relatively
intact. The Florida Forever Measures analysis
for Under-Represented Communities indicates
the site has at least 6,700 acres of relatively
high quality pine flatwoods. Although the
quality of the groundcover has not been
recently eviautaed, it is likely that even more
acreage (roughly 12,000 acres) of good quality
flatwoods groundcover exists.

There are approximately 14,700 acres of
forested wetlands on the site. The majority of
these are floodplain swamps and forests
associated with the southern shore of Lake
Wimico and several blackwater creeks that flow
into the lake or into the Jackson River. The
largest is Depot Creek, a long, winding
blackwater stream that enters the proposal in
the southwest and flows northeast into Lake
Wimico. There are approximately 2,000 acres
of freshwater marshes on the property,
dominated by primarily sawgrass (Cladium
jamaicense). The majority of this natural
community is associated with the southeastern
shore of Lake Wimico. Approximately 180
acres of saltmarsh occurs in fringes along the
St. Vincent Shoreline ,and some small areas of
maritime hammock occur along the shoreline.

The majority of this site is within the primary
habitat zone for Florida black bear (Ursus
americanus floridanus), designated by the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWCC), and almost half (49%) of
the lands fall within Habitat Conservation
Priority areas, due primarily to the potential
habitat associated with the rare plant species
mentioned above, and wetlands that protect
rare animals associated with the Apalachicola
River.
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St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberlands project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
County to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use

The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning and Status
The project includes multiple parcels and one owner,
St. Joe Company.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

Group A
Full Fee

On December 9, 1999, the Council approved the cre-
ation of St. Joe Timberland project, and added 1,318
acres to the boundary as essential parcels (Lake Wimi-
co site).

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,593 acres (Wacissa/Aucilla site)
and 12,360 (Lake Wimico site) to the project.

In July, 2001 the 2,463-acre Ward Ridge property was
added to the boundaries of the project.

On June 6, 2003 the Council added 49,520 acres in the
Box R Ranch tract and St. Vincent fract to the project
boundaries.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 162,032
Acres Acquired 76,411
at a Cost of $88,866,000
Acres Remaining 85,621

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,827,000
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St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberlands project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
County to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use

The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.
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Acquisition Planning and Status
The project includes multiple parcels and one owner,
St. Joe Company.

On December 9, 1999, the Council approved the cre-
ation of St. Joe Timberland project, and added 1,318
acres to the boundary as essential parcels (Lake Wimi-
co site).

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,593 acres (Wacissa/Aucilla site)
and 12,360 (Lake Wimico site) to the project.

In July, 2001 the 2,463-acre Ward Ridge property was
added to the boundaries of the project.

On April 25, 2002, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,656 acres in the Crooked/Short
Creek to the boundaries of the project.

On June 6, 2003 the Council added 49,520 acres in the
Box R Ranch tract and St. Vincent tract to the project
boundaries.

On June 4, 2004 the Council added a 10,444-acre addi-
tion to fill a gap between the Aucilla Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, and
the Big Bend Wildlife Management Area.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 172,476
Acres Acquired 78,003
at a Cost of $91,230,765
Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645
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St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberlands project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
County to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

Group A
Full Fee

Acquisition Planning
The project includes multiple parcels and one owner,
St. Joe Company.

On December 9, 1999, the Council approved the cre-
ation of St. Joe Timberland project, and added 1,318
acres to the boundary as essential parcels (Lake Wimi-
co site).

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,593 acres (Wacissa/Aucilla site)
and 12,360 (Lake Wimico site) to the project.

In July, 2001 the 2,463-acre Ward Ridge property was
added to the boundaries of the project.

On April 25, 2002, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,656 acres in the Crooked/Short
Creek to the boundaries of the project.

On June 6, 2003 the Council added 49,520 acres in the
Box R Ranch tract and St. Vincent tract to the project
boundaries.

On June 4, 2004 the Council added a 10,444-acre addi-
tion to fill a gap between the Aucilla Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, and
the Big Bend Wildlife Management Area.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 172,476
Acres Acquired 78,003
at a Cost of $91,230,765
Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645
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St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

Group A
Full Fee

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects. Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project. Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

(Continued on Page 432)
Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 172,476
Acres Acquired 78,003
at a Cost of $91,230,765
Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

314

Group A
Full Fee

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects. Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project. Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-

mainder in Taylor County. .
(Continued on Page 443)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 172,476
Acres Acquired 78,003
at a Cost of $91,230,765
Acres Remaining 94,473
with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.
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Group A
Full Fee

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects. Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project. Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-

mainder in Taylor County. .
(Continued on Page 461)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 49,529
at a Cost of $66,850,801
Acres Remaining 120,812

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $68,960,074
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On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880. The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2001 taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres)
is in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres)
is in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida. This project may also
help complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a state-
wide non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Flor-
ida Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See
the summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

Group A
Full Fee

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects. Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project. Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe lIsland, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-

mainder in Taylor County. )
(Continued on Page 468)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 52,679
at a Cost of $70,808,224
Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880. The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2001 taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres)
is in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres)
is in Gadsden & Liberty counties.
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On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden,
Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon,

Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida. This project may also
help complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a state-
wide non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Flor-
ida Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See
the summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

Group A
Full Fee

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects. Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project. Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-

(Continued on Page 475)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 52,679
at a Cost of $70,808,224
Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880. The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock Con-
servation Area, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the
St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.
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On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2001 taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres)
is in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres)
is in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin,

329

Group A
Full Fee

Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

FNAI Elements

See St. Joe ownership in each of the proj-
ects listed under General Description.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it
to the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored
by the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially
consisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St.
Joe Company within existing projects. Other sites
will be proposed for addition to the project. Approval
was given to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the
Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately
1,300 to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico
site) to the project boundary as essential parcels. The
initial project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres
and a TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,

1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted

(Continued on Page 479)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 52,679
at a Cost of $70,808,224
Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470
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of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880. The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2001
taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres) is
in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres) is
in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin,
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Group A
Full Fee

Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/81
Florida Black Bear G35T2/S2
Gopher Tortoise G3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/82
Chapman's Rhododendron G1/81
Quillwort Yellow-eved Grass G1/81
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Florida Waxweed G1/81
Bluffs Blazing Star G1/S1
Telephus Spurge G1/81
Curtiss' Loosestrife G1/81
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/S1

82 rare species are associated with the project

and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use

The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it
to the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored
by the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially
consisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St.
Joe Company within existing projects. Other sites
will be proposed for addition to the project. Approval
was given to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the
Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately
1,300 to the Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico
site) to the project boundary as essential parcels. The
initial project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres
and a TAV of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,

(Continued on Page 491)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 52,679
at a Cost of $70,808,224
Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470
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consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880. The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2001
taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres) is
in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres) is
in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin,

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

Group A
Full Fee

Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Elements - July 2009

Florida Torreva G1/81
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gopher Tortoise G3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/82
Quillwort Yellow-eved Grass G1/81
Chapman's Rhododendron G1/81
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Florida Waxweed G1/81
Bluffs Blazing Star G1/S1
Telephus Spurge G1/81
Curtiss' Loosestrife G1/81
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/S1

82 rare species are associated with the project

and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use

The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list. The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company
within existing projects. Other sites will be proposed
for addition to the project. Approval was given to add
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the
Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site) to the
project boundary as essential parcels. The initial project
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a TAV of
$34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District (NWFWMD) has acquired the majority
of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a

1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.
(Continued on Page 480)

Placed on list 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 52,679
at a Cost of $70,808,224
Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470
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On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value of $1,940,906. The FWC proposed 12,360-acre
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000
taxable value of $210,880. The property is located in
Gulf County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,

340

1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2001
taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres) is
in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres) is
in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49 565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin,

St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

Group A
Full Fee

Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Eleinents

Florida Torreva GL/S1
Florida Black Bear G5'12/82
Gopher Tortoise 3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/52
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Chapman's Rhododendron G1/81
Gholsan's Blazing Star G1/81
Ouilhvort Yellow-eved Crass G1/81
Telephus Spurge G1/51
Curtiss' Loasestrife G1/S1
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/81
Woodville Karst Cave Crayfish Gl/s1

86 rare species are associated with the project

and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL)
Priority list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within
existing projects. Other sites will be proposed for
addition to the project. Approval was given to add
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the
Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site) to the
project boundary as essential parcels. The initial project
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax As-
sessed Value of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 82,391*
at a Cost of $70,808,224
Acres Remaining 87,950

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $50,195,918

*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland - Group A/Full Fee

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC),
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value of $1,940,906. The FWC proposed 12,360-acre
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000
taxable value of $210,880. The property is located in
Gulf County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

344

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365
acres, Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49 565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty,
Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson

and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/81
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gopher Tortoise G3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/82
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Chapman's Rhododendron G1/81
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/81
Quilhwort Yellow-eved Grass G1/81
Telephus Spurge G1/81
Curtiss' Loosestrife G1/81
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/81
Woodville Karst Cave Crayfish G1/81

86 rare species are associated with the project
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Climate Change Lands

16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL)
Priority list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within
existing projects. Other sites will be proposed for
addition to the project. Approval was given to add
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the
Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site) to the
project boundary as essential parcels. The initial project
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax As-
sessed Value of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 85,227*
at a Cost of $76,054,595
Acres Remaining 85,114

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $48,576,562

*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland
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On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC),
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value of $1,940,906. The FWC proposed 12,360-acre
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000
taxable value of $210,880. The property is located in
Gulf County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365
acres, Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

St. Joe Timberland

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

On 4/6/2010, the FWC acquired from TNC approxi-
mately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for $5,246,371.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty,
Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson

and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/81
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gopher Tortoise G3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/82
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/81
Chapman's Rhododendron G1/81
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/S1
Quillwort Yellow-eyved Grass G1/81
Telephus Spurge G1/S1
Curtiss' Loosestrife G1/81
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/S1
Woodville Karst Cave Crayfish G1/51

87 rare species are associated with the project
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Climate Change Lands

16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL)
Priority list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within
existing projects. Other sites will be proposed for
addition to the project. Approval was given to add
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the
Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site) to the
project boundary as essential parcels. The initial project
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax As-
sessed Value of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000
Project Area (Acres) 170,341
Acres Acquired 85,227*
at a Cost of $76,054,595
Acres Remaining 85,114

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $48,576,562

*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland
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On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC),
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value of $1,940,906. The FWC proposed 12,360-acre
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000
taxable value of $210,880. The property is located in
Gulf County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365
acres, Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

St. Joe Timberland

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

On 4/6/2010, the FWC acquired from TNC approxi-
mately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for $5,246,371.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.

Updated 1/6/2011
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St. Joe Timberland

Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty,
Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson

and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts
of land for native plants and animals and giving the
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas
throughout north Florida. This project may also help
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida
Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

S .dne Thmber sl
FRA Ekmcm=

.'l |:|.ll'|1.'l:.l ."'.H'Fu (B¥] {-l |-"5 |
Flanda Rlsck Hepr A Ed
Copler Taroise G5/ed
Sl ko -lailcd Boric G35
il Rssenian Olsl
f l'.'r.'ll'l_ﬂlu'.'l v e R |
i avivner s Mazree siae ISl
LR woer Velme-2 el ivesy CElFsn
SR e (R
v ornks Laaseanm iy irl/sl
Eie Blse Spring Cave ConTish Glial
Wooraly ille st Cavie T rnviisly Gl

A7 rare apedies arge Assocated wily g prgject

Climate Change Lands

16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On 12/9/1999, the Land Acquisition Management
Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the creation
of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to the
Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) Priority
list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe Company,
Division of State Lands (DSL), and The Nature Con-
servancy (TNC), and initially consisted of individual
tracts owned by St. Joe Company within existing proj-
ects. Other sites will be proposed for addition to the
project. Approval was given to add an additional 1,318
acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks project
and approximately 1,300 to the Apalachicola River
Project — Lake Wimico site) to the project boundary
as essential parcels. The initial project consisted of
approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax Assessed Value
of $34,614,545. The Northwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District (NWFWMD) has acquired the majority
of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000
Project Area (GIS Acres) 170,571
Acres Acquired (GIS) 80,595*
at a Cost of $76,054,595
Acres Remaining (GIS) 89,976

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $48,576,562
*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland

On 8/22/2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC),
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790. On 8/22/2000,
the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,592-acre addition,
known as Snipe Island, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable value of $1,940,906.
The FWCC proposed 12,360-acre addition which was
approved to be added to the Lake Wimico site.

On 7/12/2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 22,260-
acre addition, to the project boundary. It was sponsored
by the FWCC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Com-
pany, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000. 19,445
acres are located in Jefferson County, the remainder
in Taylor County. On 7/12/2001, the ARC approved
a fee-simple, 2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph
Bay buffers project boundary. It was sponsored by the
FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company,
and a 2000 taxable value of $210,880. The property is
located in Gulf County.

On 4/25/2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 2,194-
acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock Conser-
vation Area, to the project boundary. It was sponsored
by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $1,243,672.
On 4/25/2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,656-
acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 acres,
Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410.

On 6/6/2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 49,565-
acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to Lake
Wimico, to the project boundary. It was sponsored by
the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company,
and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On 6/4/2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 10,444-
acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable

356

value of $1,007,366.

In 1/2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as Flint
Rock.

On 4/6/2010, the FWCC acquired from TNC approxi-
mately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for $5,246,371.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.

Updated 2/17/2012
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St. Joe Timberland

Gulf, Walton, Washington, Gadsden, Liberty,

Bay, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson
and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida. This project may also
help complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a
statewide non-motorized trail that crosses a number of
Florida Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects:
Apalachicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres,
Gadsden Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600
acres sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/S1
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gopher Tortoise G3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/82
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/S1
Chapman’s Rhododendron G1/S1
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/81
Quillwort Yellow-eved Grass G1/S1
Telephus Spurge G1/S1
Curtiss' Loosestrife G1/S1
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/S1
Woodville Karst Cave Crayfish G1/S1

89 rare species are associated with the project
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16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition
Management Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved
the creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL)
Priority list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within
existing projects. Other sites will be proposed for
addition to the project. Approval was given to add
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the
Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site) to
the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
Tax Assessed Value of $34,614,545. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD) has
acquired the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000
Project Area (GIS Acres) 163, 235
Acres Acquired (GIS) 80,595*
at a Cost of $76,054,595
Acres Remaining (GIS) 82,640

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $48,576,562
*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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A. Lake Powell Site
Map 2
A. Sand Mountain Site
Map 3
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D. Apalachicola River - Sweetwater Creek Site
Map 4
A. St. Joseph Bay Buffer Site
B. St. Vincent Sound-to-
Lake Wimico Ecosystem Site
C. Lake Wimico Site

Map 5

A. Tates Hell/Carrabelle Site
Map 6

A. Dickerson Bay/Bald Point Site
Map 7

C. Apalachicola River - Crooked/Short Creek Site A+ Wakulla Springs Protection Zone Site

B. Florida's First Magnitude Springs -
River Sink Spring Site
Map 8
A. Florida's First Magnitude Springs -
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Map 9
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On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC),
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790. Also on August
22, 2000 the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,592-
acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value 0f $1,940,906. The FWCC proposed 12,360-acre
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWCC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the
remainder in Taylor County. Also at that meeting, the
ARC approved a fee-simple, 2,560-acre addition, to
the St. Joseph Bay buffers project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $210,880.
The property is located in Gulf County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

St. Joe Timberland

Also, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,656-acre
addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 acres,
Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound
to Lake Wimico, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

On April 6, 2010, the FWCC acquired from TNC
approximately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for
$5,246,371.

On April 20,2012, the Flint Rock tract was transferred to the
Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks Florida Forever project.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.

Updated 2/28/2013
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St. Joe Timberland

Gulf, Walton, Washington, Gadsden, Liberty,

Bay, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson
and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida. This project may also
help complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a
statewide non-motorized trail that crosses a number of
Florida Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description

The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following projects:
Apalachicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres,
Gadsden Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600
acres sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites);
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres;
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

St. Joe Timberland
FNAI Elements

Florida Torreva G1/S1
Florida Black Bear G5T2/82
Gopher Tortoise G3/83
Swallow-tailed Kite G5/82
Apalachicola Rosemary G1/S1
Chapman’s Rhododendron G1/S1
Gholson's Blazing Star G1/81
Quillwort Yellow-eved Grass G1/S1
Telephus Spurge G1/S1
Curtiss' Loosestrife G1/S1
Big Blue Spring Cave Crayfish G1/S1
Woodville Karst Cave Crayfish G1/S1

89 rare species are associated with the project
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16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses. See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning

On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition
Management Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved
the creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL)
Priority list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within
existing projects. Other sites will be proposed for
addition to the project. Approval was given to add
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the
Apalachicola River Project — Lake Wimico site) to
the project boundary as essential parcels. The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
Tax Assessed Value of $34,614,545. The Northwest
Florida Water Management District (NWFWMD) has
acquired the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000
Project Area (GIS Acres) 163,235
Acres Acquired (GIS) 80,952*
at a Cost of $76,054,595
Acres Remaining (GIS) 82,283

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $48,576,562
*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland
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Map 5
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B. Florida's First Magnitude Springs -
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Map 8
A. Florida's First Magnitude Springs -
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Map 9
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On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC),
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790. Also on August
22, 2000 the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,592-
acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable
value 0f $1,940,906. The FWCC proposed 12,360-acre
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWCC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the
remainder in Taylor County. Also at that meeting, the
ARC approved a fee-simple, 2,560-acre addition, to
the St. Joseph Bay buffers project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $210,880.
The property is located in Gulf County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner,
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

St. Joe Timberland

Also, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,656-acre
addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 acres,
Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound
to Lake Wimico, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as
Flint Rock.

On April 6, 2010, the FWCC acquired from TNC
approximately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for
$5,246,371.

On April 20,2012, the Flint Rock tract was transferred to the
Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks Florida Forever project.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.

Updated 2/19/2014
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#24 TATE'S HELL CARRABELLE TRACT

FRANKUN AND LIBERTY COUNTIES

Acreage Value
Acquired Remaining Funds Expended Remalning Tax Value
' - or Encumbered
-0- 214,520 0- $57,276,840*

* estimated value as of 1991.

A

The Tate's Hell Carrabelle Tract Is located in Franklin
County east of the town of Apalachicola and west of
Carrabelle. This project Is within Florida's Senate
District 3 and House District 9. It is also within the
Jurisdictions of the Northwest Florida Water
Management District and the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

Protection of the project area is vital to the
commercial and sport fisheries of Apalachicola Bay
estuarine system (Area of Critical State Concern,

Highest Ranked FNAI-listed Elements

Name FNAI

Rank

White birds-In-a-nest G1/S1

Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2

Meadowbeauty G2/82

West's flax G2/s2

Thick-leaved water-willow - - G2/S2

Gulf coast lupine - G2/S2
Scare-weed G2G3s2
Apalachicola kingsnake G5T2S2
Florida black bear G5T2S2
Chapman's butterwort G37/82

18 FNAI elements known from site

International Biosphere Reserve, and Aquatic
Preserve) - one of the most productive in the northern
hemisphere. Nutrients from leaf litter and other
detritus draining from Tate's Hell results in the East
Bay marshes being by far the most productive nursery
ground in the Bay system. Public acquisition would
protect invaluable wildlife habitat considered
especially important for the survival of the threatened
Florida black bear. At least 18 rare plant species
listed with the Florida Natural Areas Inventory occur
within the project.

Five archaeological sites within the project boundaries
are recorded within the Florida Master Site File. Of
particular importance is the site of a Creek Indian
battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the
Apalachicola River. When compared to other
acquisition projects, the cultural resource value of the
project is considered to be moderate.

The project, if acquired would provide opportunities
for hunting, nature appreciation, camping, horseback
riding, picnicking, bicycling, hiking, and freshwater
fishing. Over 70 miles of riverfront including several
existing boat ramps and landings are within the
project boundary.

RECOMMENDED PUBLIC PURPOSE

This proposal qualifies for state acquisition under the
*Other Lands" category as defined in Section 18-8.003
of the Florida Administrative Code. Acquisition of the
project would fulfill several important land acquisition
objectives: protection of aquatic and estuarine
resources by prevention of future pollution problems,

MANAGEMENT COSTS
Estimated start-up costs for the Division of Forestry
Salary OPS Expense 0Cco FCO Total
$306,442 0- $201,189 $985,866 0- $1,089,177

Source of Funding: CARL and General Revenus

Estimated start-up costs for the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission

Salary OPS Expense 0CO FCO Total
$91,000 $12.0'DD__ $56,000 $58,300 0- $217,300
Source of Funding: CARL
Estimated start-up costs for the United States Forest Service
Salary OPS Expense 0Co FCO Total
— - — - — $80,000
Source of Funding: US Forest Service
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#24 TATE'S HELL CARRABELLE TRACT

protection of a large tract of wildlife and plant habitat,
and expansion and increased connectivity of existing
managed lands In the adjacent Apalachicola Natlonal
Forest and Apalachicola Wildlife and Environmental
Area.

MANAGER
Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services.

PROPOSED USE

State Forest/Wildlife Management Area; may be
considered as an addition to the Apalachicola
National Forest.

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS

If acquired, the Division of Forestry would manage the
Tates Hell project under multiple use concepts. Long-
term objectives would be restoration of disturbed
areas original to natural communities. Timber harvest
would be primarily for restoration and maintenance;
natural stands would be managed to maintain
diversity of age classes and include areas of old-
growth. Pine plantations, where appropriate, would
be reforested with original species. Harvesting of
stumps would not be permitted. When possible,
existing roads, black lines, foam lines, and natural
breaks would be used to contain prescribed and/or
natural fires. Unnecessary roads, firelines, and
hydrological disturbances would be abandoned
and/or restored to the extent practical. No new roads
would be built into the project.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT.- " -~ -
Vulnerabllity to development Is low to. moderate
except along riverfront parcels. There are great
expanses of wetlands on site that are not suited for
development. The area has been managed for
sustained-yield silviculture since 1956 and could
continue to serve that purpose.

Growth pressures in this portion of Franklin and
Liberty Counties are minimal. A large development on
all or a portion of the tract is extremely unlikely. A
recent attempt to subdivide and devslop the property
appears to have failed, at least temporarily. If the
property is sold off plecemeal to private interests,
scattered low density residentlal development could

368

result and this would affect the ability to manage the
remaining lands properly.

This project lies within a Chapter 380 Area of Critical
State Concern.

1
The project design for the Tate's Hell Carrabelle Tract
project was approved by the Land Acquisition
Advisory Council on December 6, 1991.

Project Design recommendations altered the resource
planning boundary by adding approximately 1,800
acres of coastal scrub to the southern project
boundary. The addition is undeveloped and in two
ownerships.

Acquisition Phasing
Phase l:  First Wachovia Bank, Glawson, McDonald,
and Tucker parcels.
Phasell: St. Joe Paper Company and

Cory/University of Florida parcels.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District will
likely be an active participant in the acquisition of this
project.

The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
(GFC) has targeted as a priority acquisition area
approximately 3,500 acres west of State Road 65
within the project area, this includes Bloody Bluff, a
Creek Indian battle site. The GFC is negotiating this

-purchase as part of their inholdings and additions
_acquisition program.- Initial contact with the owner

who is a willing seller has been made.

The Tate's Hell project is contiguous with the
Apalachicola Natlonal Forest and acquisition and/or
management by the US Forest Service may be an
appropriate option at some time in the future.

OWNERSHIP
The project consists of approximately 214,520 acres,
several hundred parcels, and 6 major owners.

ACQUISITION STATUS
The Land Acquisition Advisory Council ranked the
project for the first time in December 1991.

RESOLUTIONS
e e e ey

Number ~ Submitting Agency

Franklin County Commission

r mmen

Request the land be designated State Forest

e L e e . e B A P !
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® sstumated value as of 1991. =

LOCATION

The Tate's Hell Carrabelle Tract is located in Franklin
County east of the town of Apalachicola and west of
Carrabelle. This project Is within Florida's Senate
District 3. and House Districts 7 and 10. It is also
within the jurisdictions of the Northwest Florida Water
Management District and the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

Protection of the project area is vital to the
commercial and sport fisheries of Apalachicola Bay
estuarine system (Area of Critical State Concern,

Highest Ranked FNAI-listed Elements

Name FNAI
Rank
White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/s2
Large-leaved jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/S2
West's flax G2/52
Thickleaved water-willow G2/52
Gulf coast lupine . G2/s2
Scare-weed G2G3s2
Apalachicola kingsnake G5T2S2
Florida black bear G5T2S82
28 FNAI elements known from site

International Biosphere Reserve, and Aquatic
Preserve) - one of the most productive in the northemn
hemisphere. Nutrients from leaf litter and other
detritus draining from Tate's Hell resuits in the East
Bay marshes being by far the most productive nursery
ground in the Bay system. Public acquisition would
protect invaluable wildlife habitat considered
especially important for the survival of the threatened

Florida black bear. At least 18 rare plant species
listed with the Florida Natural Areas Inventory occur
within the project. There are also outstanding
examples of old-growth dwarf pond cypress swamps,
a rare plant community type found in the Panhandle.

Five archaeological sites within the project boundaries
are recorded within the Florida Site File. Of particular
importance Is the site of a Creek Indian battle and old
cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River.
When compared to other acquisition projects, the
cultural resource value of the project is considered to
be moderate.

The project, if acquired would provide opportunities
for hunting, nature appreciation, camping, horseback
riding, picnicking, bicycling, hiking, and freshwater
fishing. Over 70 miles of riverfront including several
existing boat ramps and landings are within the
project boundary.

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS

If acquired, the Division of Forestry would manage the
Tate's Hell project under multiple use concepts as a
State Forest; project lands acquired may be
considered as additions to the Apalachicola National
Forest (managed by the US Forest Service). Long-
term objectives would be restoration of disturbed
areas to original natural communities - dependent in
large part on restoration of the much-altered
hydrology. Timber harvest would be primarily for
restoration and maintenance; natural stands would be
managed to maintain diversity of age classes and
include areas of old-growth. Pine plantations, where
appropriate, would be reforested with original species.
Harvesting of stumps would not be permitted. When
possible, existing roads, black lines, foam lines, and
natural breaks would be used to contain prescribed
and/or natural fires. Unnecessary roads, firelines, and
hydrological disturbances would be abandoned
and/or restored to the extent practical. No new roads
would be built into the project.

MANAGEMENT COSTS
e e g 2 R S5}

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - iF ACQUIRED

Division of Forestry
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY (CARL, GR, etc.)
Salary OPS Expense oco FCO Total
Start-up CARL $360,442 $201,189 $985,866 0 $1,547,497
FY 1993-94 CARL $360,500 $150,000 $20,000 ' $530,500
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VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
Vulnerability to development is low to moderate
except along riverfront parcels. There are great
expanses of wetlands on site that are not suited for
development. The area has been managed for
sustained-yield silviculture since 1956 and could
continue to serve that purpose.

Growth pressures in this portion of Franklin and
Liberty Countles are minimal. . A large development on
all or a portion of the tract is extremely unlikely. An
attempt in 1991 to subdivide and develop the property
appears to have failed, at least temporarily. If the
property Is sold off piecemeal to private interests,
scattered low density residential development could
result and this would affect the ability to manage the
remaining lands properly. Sales in 1992 of lots (40-50
acres) on the southemn portion of the New River have
reportedly been successful.

This project lies within a Chapter 380 Area of Critical
State Concern. - .

ACQUISITION PLANNING
The project design for the Tate's Hell Carrabelle Tract

project was approved by the Land Acquisition
Advisory Council on December 6, 1991.

Project Design recommendations altered the resource
planning boundary by adding approximately 1,800
acres of coastal scrub to the southem project
boundary. The addition is undeveloped and in two
ownerships.

Acquisition Phasing
Phase I:  Flrst Wachovia Bank, Glawson, McDonald,
and Tucker parcels.
Phasell: St Joe Paper Company and Cory/
University of Florida parcels.
Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
the U.S. Forest Service will be participants in the
acquisition of this project.

The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
(GFC) has targeted as a priority acquisition area
approximately 3,500 acres west of State Road 65
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within the project area, this includes Bloody Bluff, a
Creek Indian battle site. The GFC is negotiating this
purchase as part of their inholdings and additions
acquisition program.. Initial contact with the owner
who is a willing seller has been made.

The Tate's Hell project is contiguous with  the
Apalachicola National Forest and acquisition and/or
management by the US Forest Service-may be an
appropriate option at some time in the future.
Congress appropriated $1 million to the US Forest
Service in FY 1993 for acquisitions in Tates Hell.

OWNERSHIP
The project consists of approximately 214,520 acres,
several hundred parcels, and 6 major owners.

ACQUISITION STATUS
Acquisition of Glawson ownership dependent on

availability of funds under workplan.

RESOLUTIONS

1990: Franklin County Commission - Opposed State
Acquisition.

1991: Franklin County. Commission - Request the
land be designated State Forest.

Assessment Approved: 07/12/91
Design/Boundary Approved: 12/06/91
Design/Boundary Modified: None
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FRANKLIN AND LIBERTY COUNTIES

Acreage Value
Acquired Remaining Funds Expended Remaining Tax Value
or Encumbered
28,000* 186,511 $8,475,000%* $49,809,600*

* based on 1991 tax assessed value

** 3,470 acres and $1,475,000 by GFC; CARL and NWFWMD each contributing half of acquisition cost of

remainder.

LOCATION

The Tate's Hell Carrabelle Tract is located in Frankiin
County east of the town of Apalachicola and west of
Carrabelle. This project is within Florida's Senate
District 3 and House Districts 7 and 10. It is also
within the jurisdictions of the Northwest Florida Water
Management District and the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

Protection of the project area is vital to the
commercial and sport fisheries of Apalachicola Bay
estuarine system (Area of Critical State Concern,

Highest Ranked FNAIl-listed Elements

Name FNAI
Rank
White birds-in-a-nest G1/S1
Carolina grass-of-parnassus | G2/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker | G2/S2
Large-leaved jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/s2
West's fax G2/52
Thick-leaved water-willow G2/s2
Gulf coast lupine G2/52
Apalachicola kingsnake G5T252
Florida black bear G5T282
38 FNAI elements known from site

International  Biosphere Reserve, and Aquatic
Preserve) - one of the most productive in the northern
hemisphere. Nutrients from leaf litter and other
detritus draining from Tate's Hell results in the East
Bay marshes being by far the most productive nursery
ground in the Bay system. Public acquisition would
protect invaluable wildlife habitat considered
especially important for the survival of the threatened
Florida black bear. At least 18 rare plant species
listed with the Florida Natural Areas Inventory occur
within the project. There are also outstanding

examples of old-growth dwarf pond cypress swamps,
a rare plant community type found in the Panhandle.

Five archaeological sites within the project boundaries
are recorded within the Florida Site File. Of particular
importance is the site of a Creek Indian battle and old
cemetery at Bloody Biuff on the Apalachicola River.
When compared to other acquisition projects, the
cultural resource value of the project is considered to
be moderate.

The project, if acquired would provide opportunities
for hunting, nature appreciation, camping, horseback
riding, picnicking, bicycling, hiking, and freshwater
fishing. Over 70 miles of riverfront including several
existing boat ramps and landings are within the
project boundary.

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS

If acquired, the Division of Forestry would manage the
Tate's Hell project under multiple use concepts as a
State Forest. The Tate's Hell project is contiguous
with the Apalachicola National Forest and
management by the US Forest Service may be an
appropriate option at some time in the future. Long-
term objectives would be restoration of disturbed
areas to original natural communities - dependent in
large part on restoration of the much-altered
hydrology. Timber harvest would be primarily for
restoration and maintenance; natural stands would be
managed to maintain diversity of age classes and
include areas of old-growth. Pine plantations, where
appropriate, would be reforested with original species.
Harvesting of stumps would not be permitted. When
possible, existing roads, black lines, foam lines, and
natural breaks would be used to contain prescribed
and /or natural fires. Unnecessary roads, firelines, and
hydrological disturbances would be abandoned
and/or restored to the extent practical. No new roads
would be built into the project.

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT
Vulnerability to development is low to moderate
except along riverfront parcels. There are great

MANAGEMENT COSTS

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED

Division of Forestry
Source of Funds Estimated Funds Required
CATEGORY || (CARL, GR, etc.) [~ Saiary OPS Expense 0Cco “FCO Total
Start-up CARL $29,533 < $10000 | $21.300 s $60,833
FY 1994-35 CARL $30,388 < $10000 | $5000 0 $45,388
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expanses of wetlands on site that are not suited for
development. The area has been managed for
sustained-yield silviculture since 1956 and could
continue to serve that purpose.

Growth pressures in this portion of Franklin and
Liberty Counties are minimal. A large development on
all or a portion of the tract is extremely unlikely. An
attempt in 1991 to subdivide and develop the property
appears to have failed, at least temporarily. If the
property is sold off piecemeal to private interests,
scattered low density residential development could
result and this would affect the ability to manage the
remaining lands properly. Sales in 1992 of lots (40-50
acres) on the southern portion of the New River have
reportedly been successful.

This project lies within a Chapter 380 Area of Critical
State Concern.

ACQUISITION PLANNING

The project design for the Tate’s Hell Carrabelle Tract
project was approved by the Land Acquisition
Advisory Council on December 6, 1991.

Project Design recommendations altered the resource
planning boundary by adding approximately 1,800
acres of coastal scrub to the southern project
boundary. The addition is undeveloped and in two
ownerships.

On September 20, 1993, the Land Acquisition
Advisory Council (LAAC) approved the re-classification
of the Cory/University of Florida parcels from Phase
Il to Phase I.

Acquisition Phasing

Phase |:  First Wachovia Bank, Glawson (under
contract), McDonald, Tucker, and
Cory/University of Florida parcels.

Phase ll: St. Joe Paper Company and other
parcels.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District
(NWFWMD), the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission (GFC), and the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS) are participants in the acquisition of this
project. The NWFWMD provided 50% funding for
acquisition of ca. 24,500 acres of the Glawson tract
(Bienville Forest), while GFC funded the acquisition of
3,500 acres of this ownership including Bloody Bluff,
a Creek Indian battle site. The USFS was negotiating
the acquisition of the remainder of this ownership (ca.
1,280 acres). Congress appropriated $1 million to the
US Forest Service in FY 1993 for acquisition in Tate's
Hell.

OWNERSHIP
The project consists of approximately 214,520 acres,
several hundred parcels, and six major owners.

ACQUISITION STATUS

The Glawson and Bloody Bluff tracts were put under
contract by the Division of State Lands (half of funding
provided by NWFWMD on Glawson) and the Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, respectively,
during the past year. Mapping is in process on the
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MacDonald ownership and will begin on the Cory/UF
tracts depending upon availability of funding in the
1994-95 CARL Land Acquisition Workplan.

RESOLUTIONS

1990: Franklin County Commission - Opposed State
Acquisition.

1991: Franklin County Commission - Request the
land be designated State Forest.

1993: Liberty County Commission - Opposed State
Acquisition.

PROJECT HISTORY
Assessment Approved: 07/12/91
Design/Boundary Approved: 12/06/91

Design/Boundary Modified:
09/20/93 - Phasing modified

PREVIOUS RANKINGS

1993 19
1992 24
ACQUISITION HISTORY
Year Acres Funds
1993 28,009.00 $3,500,000
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‘Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

Priority Project#9 -

Acres | Cost/Tax Value || County(ies): _ Franklin§
Acquired: 72,619 $30,058,653 || Water Mgmt. District: Northwesi Florida
Remaining: 141,901 $37,896,000 || Regional Planning Council: ) Apalachee
Totals: 214,520 $67,954,653 || Senate District(s): 3 House District(s): 7, 10

Protection of the pro;ect area is vital to the commercial and sport fisheries of Apalachicola Bay estuarine system (Area of
Critical State Concern, International Protection of the project area is vital to the commercial and sport fisheries of
Apalachicola Bay estuarine system (Area of Critical State Concem, International Biosphere Reserve, and Aquatic Preserve)
one of the most productive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients from leaf litter and other detritus draining from Tate's Hell §
results in the East Bay marshes being by far the most productive nursery ground in the Bay system. Public acquisition
would protect invaluable wildlife habitat considered especially important for the survival of the threatened Florida black bear.
At least 18 rare plant species listed with the Florida Natural Areas Inventory occur within the project. There are also
J outstanding examples of old-growth dwarf pond cypress swamps, a rare plant community type found in the Panhandle.

Vuinerabtllty to development is low to moderate except along riverfront parcels. There are great expanses of wetlands on
site that are not suited for development. The area has been managed for sustained-yield silviculture since'1956 and could
continue to serve that purpose.

Growth pressures in this portion of Franklin and Liberty Counties are minimal. A large development on all or a portion of
the tract is extremely unlikely. An attempt in 1991 to subdivide and develop the property appears to have failed, at least
temporarily. If the property is sold off piecemeal to private interests, scattered low density residential development could
result and this would affect the ability to manage the remaining lands properly. Sales in 1992 of lots (40-50 acres) on the
southern portion of the New River have reportedly been successful.

This project lies within a Chapter 380 Area of Critical State Concern.

- Recreation/Public Usa-

Archaeological/Historic

FNAI Elements

| white birds-in-a-nest G1/S1

Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/S1

.Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/s2

| I-Large-!eaved jointweed G2/S2

| veadowbeauty G2/S2

I West's flax . G2/82

o l Thick-leaved water-w:ﬂow - G2/S2

I Gulf coast lupine G2/s2
Florida black bear G5T2/S2

38 elements known from project

hunting
nature appreciation
camping, hiking
horseback riding
bicycle riding

freshwater fishing

£

‘tion projects, the

state forest

P-56

Five archaeological sites within
the project boundaries are re-J§
corded within the Florida Site §
File. Of particular importance is

the site of a Creek Indian battle g
and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff §
~on :the _Apalachicola River.

When compared to other acquisi- §
cultural

1 resource value of the project is
] considered to be moderate.
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#09 Tates Hell

Ranking ' Assessment Approved: 7:'121’91 " CARL Acquisition History -
(last5yrs.) Project Design Approved: '_1 2/6/91 f . r- Acres - Funds’
1994 17 Boundary/Design Modifications _ : 44610. $21,583,653

903 -  Phasing modified (UF/Cory ' : R,
1993 19 | 92083 included in first Phase). : 28,009 . : 53'500'000

1992
1991
1990,

Essential tracts to acquire include most large ownershlps including a significant coastal tract - Wachovua Glawson
‘§ (acquired), McDonalds (acquired), Tucker (acquired), and the University of Florida. Negotiations continuing on Wachovla
and Rex Lumber. Phase Il includes the St. Joe ownership as well as several hundred other parcels.

The Northwest Florida Water Management District, the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commtss:on and the US Forest
Service are participants in the acquisition of this project. ' The NWFWMD provided 50 % of the funding for acquisition of
24, 500 acres of the Glawson tract, while GFC funded the acquisition of 3, 500 acres of this ownership including Bloody
Bluff, a creek Indian Battle site. The USFS was negotiating the acquisition of the remainder of this ownership (~1,280 acres)
Congress appropriated $1.5 million to the US Forest Service in FY 1995 for acquisition in the Apalachicola National Forest.

TNC, TPL and Jim MacFarland are intermediaries in the acquisition of some tracts.

A resolution was received from Franklin County - Against State acquisition within County.

Vascular Fishand Fresh Water - . Coastal
Communities : Plants Wildlife Resources Resources

- Historical e
Resou _Dutdoor Recreation Resources

‘1a b 22 2. 3 4
L N H H M H

s _ . N : _
Imminent Danger of: . Likely tobe: - ' 33"’95 to Protect: ° ::?:r: Mm:tt

Loss of - Developed | Escalating | Recharge Other - .
Habitat | Subdivision | ;%> mos. | Land val- Area Nat. Res.
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Tates Hell/ Cas;mbelle Tract

Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee rivers,
though logged, are critical to the survival in north
Florida of black bear and other wildlife that need large
unpopulated areas. The Tate’s Hell/Carrabelle Tract
will conserve most of this land, maintaining a link of
undeveloped land with the Apalachicola National
Forest and the Apalachicola National Estuarine
Research Reserve, preserving the water quality of creeks
that flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and letting
the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view the plants
and animals in this uniquely large landscape.

Manager

Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services and the U.S. Forest Service will
manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and sport
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary
(International Biosphere Reserve and National
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most
productive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from Tate's
Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the most
productive nursery ground in the Bay. The project
also incudes invaluable wildlife habitat important for
the survival of the threatened Florida black bear. At
least 18 rare plant species listed with the Florida
Natural Areas Inventory occur in the project. There
are also unique dwarf pond cypress swamps here.
Five archaeological sites are known from the project
boundaries, including the site of 2 Creek Indian battle

Priority 10

and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola
River. The project has been threatened by
subdivision and sale of lots, especially along the New
River, but growth pressure is low in these counties.

Public Use

This project is designed to become a State Forest and an
addition to the Apalachicola National Forest, providing
opportunities for hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping,
hiking, and nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large ownerships
including a significant coastal tract - Wachovia, Glawson
(acquired), McDonalds (acquired), Tucker (acquired),
and the University of Florida. Negotiations continuing
on Wachovia and Rex Lumber. Phase II includes the St.
Joe ownership and over one hundred other parcels.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission and
the US Forest Service are participants in the acquisition
of this project. The NWFWMD provided 50 % of the
funding for acquisition of 24, 500 acres of the Glawson
tract, while GFC funded the acquisition of 3, 500 acres
of this ownership including Bloody Bluff, a creek Indian
Battle site. The USFS was negotiating the acquisition of
the remainder of this ownership (~1,280 acres)
Congress appropriated $1.5 million to the US Forest
Service in FY 1995 for acquisition in the Apalachicola
National Forest. TNC, TPL and Jim MacFarland are
intermediaries in the acquisition of some tracts.
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FNAI Element Occurrences

Whate birds-in-a-nest G1/S1
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/82
Large-leaved jointweed G2/82
Meadowbeauty G2/82
West's flax G2/82
Thick-leaved water-willow G2/82
Gulf coast lupine G2/82
38 FNAI elements known from site

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tate's
Hell Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to
conserve and protect significant habitat for native
species or endangered and threatened species; to
conserve, protect, manage, or restore important
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to
enhance or protect significant surface water, coastal,
recreational, timber, fish or wildlife resources
which local or state regulatory programs cannot
adequately protect; and to provide areas, including
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based
recreation

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Tate's
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its size
and its forest and wildlife resources qualify itas a
state forest and wildlife management area.
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this
corridor along the New River is a logical addition
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
New River corridor is 2 moderate-need tract. The
remainder of the project will require extensive
hydrological restoration once existing timber
encumbrances are removed. These restoration
efforts may require management and funding
beyond what is typically expected on a state forest.
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Placed on list 1892
Project Area (Acres) 214,901
Acres Acquired 72,619
at a Cost of $30,058,653
Acres Remaining 141,901
Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $37,896,000

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of
infrastructure The New River corridor would
immediately fall under the National Forests in
Florida's Land and Resource Management Plan
(Forest Plan). Within the first few years after
acquisition, management activities will focus on'site
security, resource inventory, removal of existing
trash, management for appropriate recreational use,
and managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have
been purchased and assigned to the Division of
Forestry for management. The Division of
Forestry is currently providing public access for
low intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor
recreation activities.Initial activities will include
securing the site, providing public and fire
management access, inventorying resources, and
removing trash. The Division will provide access to
the public while protecting sensitive resources. The
project's natural resources and threatened and
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried
to provide the basis for a management plan. Long-
range plans for this project will generally be
directed toward restoring disturbed areas to their
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as
protecting threatened and endangered species. The
majority of the project is composed of pine
plantations with an established network of woods
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the
original ground cover species are still present and,
with proper management, can be restored to 2 more
natural condition.An all-season burning program
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires.
Timber management will mostly involve



Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 10

improvement thinnings and regeneration harvests.
Plantations will be thinned and, where appropriate,
reforested with species found in natural ecosystems.
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age.
Infrastructure will primarily be located in disturbed
areas and will be the minimum required for
management and public access. The Division will
promote environmental education.
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, the New River area may one day
provide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest
Service will soon be working with this agency to

Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category 1994/95
Source of Funds CARL
Salary $26,788
(1]23 $0
Expense $64,950
oco $165,300
FCO $0
TOTAL $257,038

Management Cost Summary/USFS

Category 1994/95
Source of Funds Federal
Salary $78,000
0PS $0
Expense $3,000
0co $0

FCO $0
TOTAL $81,000

obtain a projected revenue. The Division of
Forestry will sell timber as needed to improve or
maintain desirable ecosystem conditions. These
sales will provide variable amounts of revenue, but
the revenue-generating potential for this project is
expected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of
the New River area. The Division of Forestry will
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other state
agencies, local government entities and interested
parties as appropriate .

1995/96 1996/97
CARL CARL
$66,469 $269,357
$20,000 $0
$89,946 $157,368
$9,825 $308,713
$0 $0
$186,240 $735438
1995/96

Federal

$45,000

$0

§2,000

$0

$0

$47,000
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee
rivers, though logged, are critical to the survival in
north Florida of black bear and other wildlife that
need large unpopulated areas. The Tate’s Hell/
Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of this land,
maintaining a link of undeveloped land with the
Apalachicola National Forest and the Apalachicola
National Estuarine Research Reserve, preserving the
water quality of creeks that flow into productive
Apalachicola Bay, and letting the public hunt, fish,
canoe, or simply view the plants and animals in this
uniquely large landscape.

Managers

Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service will also
manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recreational
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary
(International Biosphere Reserve and National

Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most
productive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from Tate's
Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the most
productive nursery ground in the Bay. The project
also includes invaluable wildlife habitat important for
the survival of the threatened Florida black bear. At

383

FNAI Elements
Whate birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/51
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Large-leafed jointweed G2/s2
Meadowbeauty G2/82
West's flax G2/82
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/82
Gulf coast lupine G2/82
38 elements known from site

Priority 18

least 18 rare plant species listed with the Florida
Natural Areas Inventory occur in the project. There
are also unique dwarf pond cypress swamps here.
Five archaeological sites are known to be within the
project boundaries, including the site of a Creek
Indian battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the
Apalachicola River. The project has been threatened
by subdivision and sale of lots, especially along the
New River, but growth pressure is low in these
counties,

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will
become an addition to the Apalachicola National
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large
ownerships as well as a significant coastal tract:
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson
(acquired), McDonald (acquired), Tucker (acquired),
Rex (acquired) and the University of Florida
Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over one
hundred small acreage parcels.

Coordination

The Northwest Florida Water Management District,
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
and the US Forest Service are participants in the
acquisition of this project. The NWFWMD provided

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Acres) 214,901
Acres Acquired 129,033
at a Cost of $67,916,288
Acres Remaining @ ~85;868

\ot

Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of 2\5 $22,931,908
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50% of the funding for acqu:s:tlon of the 24,500 acre  of approximately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have
Glawson tract. The GFC also funded acquisition of  acted as intermediaries in the acquisition of some
the 3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian  tracts.

battle site. The USFS parnapated in the acquisition

I
Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of n'llana.gement of the Tate's
Hell Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to
conserve and protect mgrlnﬁcant habitat for native
species or endangered and threatened species; to
conserve, protect, mana'ge, or restore important
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to
enhance or protect mgmfu:ant surface water, coastal,
recreational, timber, ﬁsh or wildlife resources
which local or state regulatory programs cannot
adequately protect; and to provide areas, including
recreational  trails, for natural-resource-based
recreation

Management Prospectus |

Qualifications for state! des:gmmon The Tate's
Hell/Carrabelle project|as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and ﬂoodpla.m swamps between the
Apalach:cola National Forest and East Bay. Its size
and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it as a
state forest and wildlife management area.

Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachwola National Forest, this
corridor along the New! River is a logical addition
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting mtens:ty of management The
New River corridor is 4 moderate-need tract. The
remainder of the proj]ect will require extensive
hydrological restoration once existing timber
encumbrances are removed.  These restoration
efforts may require ma.nagement and funding
beyond what is ty‘p:caliy expected on a state forest.
Timetable for implementing management and
provisions  for secur!ity and protection of
infrastructure 'The New River corridor would
immediately fall under the National Forests in
Florida's Land and Resource Management Plan
(Forest Plan). Within the first few years after
acquisition, management activities will focus on site
security, resource inventory, removal of existing
trash, management for appropriate recreational use,
and managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000/ acres of the project have
been purchased and assigned to the Division of
Forestry for management. The Division of

I
|
|

i
|
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Forestry is currently providing public access for
low intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor
recreation activities.Initial activities will include
securing the site, providing public and fire
management access, inventorying resources, and
removing trash. The Division will provide access to
the public while protecting sensitive resources. The
project's natural resources and threatened and
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried
to provide the basis for a2 management plan.

Long-range plans for this project will generally be
directed toward restoring disturbed areas to their
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as

_protecting threatened and endangered species. The

majority of the project is composed of pine
plantations with an established network of woods
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the
original ground cover species are still present and,
with proper management, can be restored to a more
natural condition.An all-season burning program
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires.
Timber management will mostly involve
improvement thinning and regeneration harvests.
Plantations will be thinned and, where appropriate,
reforested with species found in natural ecosystems.
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age.
Infrastructure will primarily be located in disturbed
areas and will be the minimum required for
management and public access. The Division will
promote environmental education.
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, the New River area may one day
provide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest
Service will soon be working with this agency to
obtain a projected revenue. The Division of
Forestry will sell timber as needed to improve or
maintain desirable ecosystem conditions. These
sales will provide variable amounts of revenue, but
the revenue-generating potential for this project is
expected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of
the New River area. The Division of Forestry will
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other state
agencies, local government entities and interested
parties as appropriate.
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Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category
Source of Funds

Salary
0PS
Expense
0co
FCO
TOTAL

Management Cost Summary/USFS

Category
Source of Funds

Salary
0PS
Expense
oco
FCO
TOTAL

1995/36
CARL

$66,469
$20,000
$89,946
$9,825
$0
$186,240

1994/95
Federal

$78,000
$0
$3,000
$0

30
$81,000

385
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1996/97
CARL

$214,789
$11,520
$136,608
$420,473
$0
$783,390

1995/96
Federal

$45,000
50
$2,000
$0

$0
$47,000

1897/98
CARL

$405,000
$13,000
$270,000
$360,000
$0
$1,048,000
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Tates Hell /Carrabelle Tract

Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee
rivers, though logged, are critical to the survival in
north Florida of black bear and other wildlife that
need large unpopulated areas. The Tate=s Hell/
Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of this land,
maintaining a link of undeveloped land with the
Apalachicola National Forest and the Apalachicola
National Estuarine Research Reserve, preserving the
water quality of creeks that flow into productive
Apalachicola Bay, and letting the public hunt, fish,
canoe, or simply view the plants and animals in this

uniquely large landscape.

Managers

Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service will also
manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recreational
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary (an
International Biosphere Reserve and National
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most
productive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from Tates
Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the most
productive nursery ground in the Bay. It provides an
invaluable wildlife habitat important for the survival

387

of the threatened Florida black bear. It contains
FNAI Elements
White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/82
Large-leafed jointweed G2/82
Meadowbeauty G2/82
West's flax G2/S2
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/82
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2
38 elements known from site

166

Priority 24

dwarf pond cypress swamps and a geologically unique
coastal dune formation, and protects at least 18 rare
plant species listed by FNAI, one of which is a variety
protected nowhere else. Five archaeological sites are
known to be within the project boundaries, including
the site of a Creek Indian battle and old cemetery at
Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River. The project
has been threatened by subdivision and sale of lots,
especially along the New River, but growth pressure
is low in these counties.

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will
become an addition to the Apalachicola National
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large
ownerships as well as a significant coastal tract:
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson
(acquired), McDonald (acquired), Tucker (acquired),
Rex (acquired) and the University of Florida
Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over one
hundred small acreage parcels.

Coordination

The NW Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission and
the US Forest Service are participants in the
acquisition of this project. The NWFWMD provided

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Acres) 214,901
Acres Acquired 140,141
at a Cost of $83,537,399
Acres Remaining 74,760
Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $22,931,908




50% of the funding for acquisition of the 24,500 acre
Glawson tract. The GFC also funded acquisition of
the 3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian
battle site. The USFS participated in the acquisition
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of approximately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have
acted as intermediaries in the acquisition of some
tracts.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tates Hell
Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to conserve and
protect significant habitat for native species or
endangered and threatened species; to conserve,
protect, manage, or restore important ecosystems,
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect
significant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber,
fish or wildlife resources which local or state
regulatory programs cannot adequately protect; and
to provide areas, including recreational trails, for
natural-resource-based recreation

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Tates
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its size
and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it as a state
forest and wildlife management area.

Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this
corridor along the New River is a logical addition to
this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. The
remainder of the project will require extensive
hydrological restoration once existing timber
encumbrances are removed. These restoration efforts
may require management and funding beyond what is
typically expected on a state forest.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of
infrastructure  The New River corridor would
immediately fall under the National Forests in
Florida's Land and Resource Management Plan
(Forest Plan). Within the first few years after
acquisition, management activities will focus on site
security, resource inventory, removal of existing
trash, management for appropriate recreational use,
and managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have been
purchased and assigned to the Division of Forestry for

167

management. The Division of Forestry is currently
providing public access for low intensity, non-
facilities-related outdoor recreation activities.Initial
activities will include securing the site, providing
public and fire management access, inventorying
resources, and removing trash. The Division will
provide access to the public while protecting sensitive
resources. The project's natural resources and
threatened and endangered plants and animals will be
inventoried to provide the basis for a management
plan.

Longrange plans for this project will
generally be directed toward restoring disturbed areas
to their original conditions, as far as possible, as well
as protecting threatened and endangered species. The
majority of the project is composed of pine
plantations with an established network of woods
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the original
ground cover species are still present and, with proper
management, can be restored to a more natural
condition.An all-season burning program will use,
whenever possible, existing roads, black lines, foam
lines and natural breaks to contain fires. Timber
management will mostly involve improvement
thinning and regeneration harvests. Plantations will
be thinned and, where appropriate, reforested with
species found in natural ecosystems. Stands will not
have a targeted rotation age. Infrastructure will
primarily be located in disturbed areas and will be the
minimum required for management and public access.
The Division will promote environmental education.
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission,
the New River area may one day provide revenues
from quota hunts. The Forest Service will soon be
working with this agency to obtain a projected
revenue. The Division of Forestry will sell timber as
needed to improve or maintain desirable ecosystem
conditions. These sales will provide variable
amounts of revenue, but the revenue-generating
potential for this project is expected to be low.
Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of the
New River area. The Division of Forestry will
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other state
agencies, local government entities and interested
parties as appropriate .
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Management Cost Summary|/DOF
Category
Source of Funds

Salary
0PS
Expense
oco
FCO
TOTAL

Management Cost Summary/USFS
Category
Source of Funds

Salary
0PS
Expense
oco
FCO
TOTAL

1996197
CARL

$212,544
$18,520
$171,108
$663,003
$0
$1,065,175

1996/97
Federal

$15,000
$0
$1,000
$0

$0
$16,000

389

1997/98
CARL

$264,824
$8,000
$198,768
$75,645
$0
$5647,237

1997/98
Federal

$2,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$2,000

1998/99
CARL

$335,715.35
$20,400.00
$506,858.40
$192,894.75
$450,000.00
$1,505,868.50

1998/99
Federal

$2,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$2,000
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other
wildlife that need large unpopulated areas. The
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape.

Managers

Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service
will also manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most pro-
ductive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It
provides an invaluable wildlife habitat important

FNAI Elements
White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/S81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/S2
West's flax G2/S2
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2

38 elements known from site

Priority 22

for the survival of the threatened Florida black
bear. It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and
a geologically unique coastal dune formation, and
protects at least 18 rare plant species listed by
FNALI, one of which is a variety protected nowhere
else. Five archaeological sites are known to be
within the project boundaries, including the site
of a Creek Indian battle and old cemetery at
Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River. The
project has been threatened by subdivision and sale
of lots, especially along the New River, but growth
pressure is low in these counties.

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will
become an addition to the Apalachicola National
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large own-
erships as well as a significant coastal tract:
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson
(acquired), McDonald (acquired), Tucker (ac-
quired), Rex (acquired) and the University of
Florida Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over
one hundred small acreage parcels.

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Acres) 214,901
Acres Acquired 140,141
at a Cost of $83,537,399
Acres Remaining 74,760

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $22,931,908
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Coordination

The NW Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission,
the Division of Forestry, and the US Forest Ser-
vice are participants in the acquisition of this
project. The NWFWMD provided 50% of the
funding for acquisition of the 24,500 acre Glawson

392

tract. The GFC also funded acquisition of the
3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battle
site. The USFS participated in the acquisition of
approximately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have
acted as intermediaries in the acquisition of some
tracts.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tates
Hell/Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native
species or endangered and threatened species; to
conserve, protect, manage, or restore important
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to
enhance or protect significant surface water,
coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife re-
sources which local or state regulatory programs
cannot adequately protect; and to provide areas,
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-
based recreation

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Tates
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it
as a state forest and wildlife management area.
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this
corridor along the New River is a logical addition
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tract.
The remainder of the project will require exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and funding
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests in Florida’s
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan). Within the first few years after acquisition,
management activities will focus on site security,
resource inventory, removal of existing trash,
management for appropriate recreational use, and
managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have
been purchased and assigned to the Division of
Forestry for management. The Division of For-
estry is currently providing public access for low
intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor recreation
activities. Initial activities will include securing
the site, providing public and fire management
accesses, inventorying resources, and removing
trash. The Division will provide access to the
public while protecting sensitive resources. The
project’s natural resources and threatened and en-
dangered plants and animals will be inventoried
to provide the basis for a management plan.
Long-range plans for this project will generally
be directed toward restoring disturbed areas to
their original conditions, as far as possible, as well
as protecting threatened and endangered species.
The majority of the project is composed of pine
plantations with an established network of woods
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the
original ground cover species are still present and,
with proper management, can be restored to a more
natural condition. An all-season burning program
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires.
Timber management will mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thinned and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems.
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
frastructure will primarily be located in disturbed
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areas and will be the minimum required for man-
agement and public access. The Division will
promote environmental education.

Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis-
sion, the New River area may one day provide
revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Service
will soon be working with this agency to obtain a
projected revenue. The Division of Forestry will
sell timber as needed to improve or maintain de-

Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $212,544 $264,824
OPS $18,520 $8,000
Expense $171,108 $198,768
oco $663,003 $75,645
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237
Management Cost Summary/USFS

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds Federal Federal
Salary $15,000 $2,000
OPS $0 $0
Expense $1,000 $0
0oco $0 $0
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000

Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 22

sirable ecosystem conditions. These sales will
provide variable amounts of revenue, but the rev-
enue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of
the New River area. The Division of Forestry will
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other
state agencies, local government entities and in-
terested parties as appropriate.

1998/99
CARL

$335,715.35
$20,400.00
$506,858.40
$192,894.75
$450,000.00
$1,505,868.50

1998/99
Federal

$2,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$2,000
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Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other
wildlife that need large unpopulated areas. The
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape.

Managers

Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service
will also manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most pro-
ductive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It
provides an invaluable wildlife habitat important

FNAI Elements

White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/S2
West'’s flax G2/S2
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2

47 elements known from project
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Priority 24

for the survival of the threatened Florida black
bear. It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and
a geologically unique coastal dune formation, and
protects at least 23 rare plant species listed by
FNALI, one of which is a variety protected nowhere
else. Five archaeological sites are known to be
within the project boundaries, including the site
of a Creek Indian battle and old cemetery at
Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River. The
project has been threatened by subdivision and sale
of lots, especially along the New River, but growth
pressure is low in these counties.

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will
become an addition to the Apalachicola National
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large own-
erships as well as a significant coastal tract:
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson
(acquired), McDonald (acquired), Tucker (ac-
quired), Rex (acquired) and the University of
Florida Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over
one hundred small acreage parcels.

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Acres) 198,901
Acres Acquired 158,756

at a Cost of $101,046,567

Acres Remaining 40,145

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $12,314,091

188




396

Coordination

The NW Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion, the Division of Forestry, and the US Forest
Service are participants in the acquisition of this
project. The NWFWMD provided 50% of the
funding for acquisition of the 24,500 acre Glawson

Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 24

tract. The FWCC also funded acquisition of the
3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battle
site. The USFS participated in the acquisition of
approximately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have
acted as intermediaries in the acquisition of some
tracts.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tates
Hell/Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native
species or endangered and threatened species; to
conserve, protect, manage, or restore important
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to
enhance or protect significant surface water,
coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife re-
sources which local or state regulatory programs
cannot adequately protect; and to provide areas,
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-
based recreation

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Tates
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it
as a state forest and wildlife management area.
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this
corridor along the New River is a logical addition
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tract.
The remainder of the project will require exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and funding
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests in Florida’s
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan). Within the first few years after acquisition,
management activities will focus on site security,
resource inventory, removal of existing trash,
management for appropriate recreational use, and
managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have
been purchased and assigned to the Division of
Forestry for management. The Division of For-
estry is currently providing public access for low
intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor recreation
activities. Initial activities will include securing
the site, providing public and fire management
accesses, inventorying resources, and removing
trash. The Division will provide access to the
public while protecting sensitive resources. The
project’s natural resources and threatened and en-
dangered plants and animals will be inventoried
to provide the basis for a management plan.
Long-range plans for this project will generally
be directed toward restoring disturbed areas to
their original conditions, as far as possible, as well
as protecting threatened and endangered species.
The majority of the project is composed of pine
plantations with an established network of woods
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the
original ground cover species are still present and,
with proper management, can be restored to a more
natural condition. An all-season burning program
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires.
Timber management will mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thinned and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems.
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
frastructure will primarily be located in disturbed
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areas and will be the minimum required for man-
agement and public access. The Division will
promote environmental education.

Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis-
sion, the New River area may one day provide
revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Service
will soon be working with this agency to obtain a
projected revenue. The Division of Forestry will
sell timber as needed to improve or maintain de-

Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $212,544 $264,824
OPS $18,520 $8,000
Expense $171,108 $198,768
0oCco $663,003 $75,645
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237
Management Cost Summary/USFS

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds  Federal Federal
Salary $15,000 $2,000
OoPS $0 $0
Expense $1,000 $0
oco $0 $0
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000
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sirable ecosystem conditions. These sales will
provide variable amounts of revenue, but the rev-
enue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of
the New River area. The Division of Forestry will
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other
state agencies, local government entities and in-
terested parties as appropriate.

1998/99
CARL

$335,715.35
$20,400.00
$506,858.40
$192,894.75
$450,000.00
$1,505,868.50

1998/99
Federal

$2,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$2,000
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other
wildlife that need large unpopulated areas. The
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape.

Managers

Division of Forestry (DOF), Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest
Service will also manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most pro-

ductive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients .

from leaf litter and other detritus draining from
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It
provides an invaluable wildlife habitat important

FNAI Elements
White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-pamassus G2/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/S2
West'’s flax G2/S2
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2

47 elements known from project

Group A
Full Fee

for the survival of the threatened Florida black bear.
It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and a geo-
logically unique coastal dune formation, and pro-
tects at least 23 rare plant species listed by FNAI,
one of which is a variety protected nowhere else.
Five archaeological sites are known to be within
the project boundaries, including the site of a Creek
Indian battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on
the Apalachicola River. The project has been
threatened by subdivision and sale of lots, espe-
cially along the New River, but growth pressure is
low in these counties.

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will
become an addition to the Apalachicola National
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large own-
erships as well as a significant coastal tract:
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson
(acquired), McDonald (acquired), Tucker (ac-
quired), Rex (acquired) and the University of
Florida Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over
one hundred small acreage parcels.

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Acres) 198,901
Acres Acquired 158,756
at a Cost of $101,046,567
Acres Remaining 40,145

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $12,314,091
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Coordination

The NW Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC), the DOF, and the US Forest Service
are participants in the acquisition of this project.
The NWFWMD provided 50% of the funding for
acquisition of the 24,500 acre Glawson tract. The

FWC also funded acquisition of the 3,500 acre
Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battle site. The
USFS participated in the acquisition of approxi-
mately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have acted as
intermediaries in the acquisition of some tracts.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tates Hell/
Carrabelle Tract project are: to conserve and pro-
tect significant habitat for native species or endan-
gered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems,
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or
protect significant surface water, coastal, recre-
ational, timber, fish or wildlife resources which
local or state regulatory programs cannot ad-
equately protect; and to provide areas, including
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based rec-
reation

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Tates
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it
as a state forest and wildlife management area.
Manager The US Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this
corridor along the New River is a logical addition
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tract.
The remainder of the project will require exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and funding
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests in Florida’s
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan). Within the first few years after acquisition,
management activities will focus on site security,
resource inventory, removal of existing trash,
management for appropriate recreational use, and
managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have
been purchased and assigned to the DOF for man-
agement. The DOF is currently providing public
access for low intensity, non-facilities-related out-
door recreation activities. Initial activities will in-
clude securing the site, providing public and fire
management accesses, inventorying resources, and
removing trash. The Division will provide access
to the public while protecting sensitive resources.
The project’s natural resources and threatened and
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried
to provide the basis for a management plan.
Long-range plans for this project will generally be
directed toward restoring disturbed areas to their
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as
protecting threatened and endangered species. The
majority of the project is composed of pine plan-
tations with an established network of woods roads
and drainage ditches. In most areas, the original
ground cover species are still present and, with
proper management, can be restored to a more
natural condition. An all-season burning program
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires.
Timber management will mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thinned and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems.
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
frastructure will primarily be located in disturbed
areas and will be the minimum required for man-
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agement and public access. The Division will pro-
mote environmental education.

Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the FWC, the New River area may one day pro-
vide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Ser-
vice will soon be working with this agency to ob-
tain a projected revenue. The Division of For-
estry will sell timber as needed to improve or main-
tain desirable ecosystem conditions. These sales

Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $212,544 $264,824
OPS $18,520 $8,000
Expense $171,108 $198,768
0oco $663,003 $75,645
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237
Management Cost Summary/USFS
Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds  Federal Federal
Salary $15,000 $2,000
OPS $0 $0
Expense $1,000 $0
0]e{0) $0 $0
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000

will provide variable amounts of revenue, but the
revenue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of
the New River area. The DOF will cooperate with
and seek the assistance of other state agencies, local
government entities and interested parties as ap-

propriate.

1998/99
CARL

$335,715.35
$20,400.00
$506,858.40
$192,894.75
$450,000.00
$1,505,868.50

1998/99
Federal _

$2,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$2,000
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Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other
wildlife that need large unpopulated areas. The
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape.

Managers

Division of Forestry (DOF), Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest
Service will also manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most pro-
ductive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It
provides an invaluable wildlife habitat important

FNAI Elements

White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/S2
West'’s flax G2/S2
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2

47 elements known from project
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Group A
Full Fee

for the survival of the threatened Florida black bear.
It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and a geo-
logically unique coastal dune formation, and pro-
tects at least 23 rare plant species listed by FNAI,

- one of which is a variety protected nowhere else.

Five archaeological sites are known to be within
the project boundaries, including the site of a Creek
Indian battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on
the Apalachicola River. The project has been
threatened by subdivision and sale of lots, espe-
cially along the New River, but growth pressure is
low in these counties.

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will
become an addition to the Apalachicola National
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large owner-
ships as well as a significant coastal tract: Wachovia/
Profundis (partially acquired; remainder in negotia-
tions), Glawson (acquired), McDonald (acquired),
Tucker (acquired), Rex (acquired) and the University
of Florida Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over
one hundred small acreage parcels.

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 193,896
Acres Acquired 154,188
at a Cost of $108,096,567
Acres Remaining 39,708

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $18,712,695
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Coordination

The NW Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC), the DOF, and the US Forest Service
are participants in the acquisition of this project.
The NWFWMD provided 50% of the funding for
acquisition of the 24,500 acre Glawson tract. The

FWC also funded acquisition of the 3,500 acre Bloody
Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battle site. The USFS
participated in the acquisition of approximately 1,280
acrzs. TNC and TPL have acted as intermediaries in
the acquisition of some tracts.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tates Hell/
Carrabelle Tract project are: to conserve and pro-
tect significant habitat for native species or endan-
gered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems,
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or
protect significant surface water, coastal, recre-
ational, timber, fish or wildlife resources which
local or state regulatory programs cannot ad-
equately protect; and to provide areas, including
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based rec-
reation

Management Prospectus

Qualifications for state designation The Tates
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it
as a state forest and wildlife management area.
Manager The US Forest Service proposes to
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this
corridor along the New River is a logical addition
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the
project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tract.
The remainder of the project will require exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and funding
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est.

Timetable for implementing management and
provisions for security and protection of infra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests in Florida’s
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan). Within the first few years after acquisition,
management activities will focus on site security,
resource inventory, removal of existing trash,
management for appropriate recreational use, and
managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have
been purchased and assigned to the DOF for man-
agement. The DOF is currently providing public
access for low intensity, non-facilities-related out-
door recreation activities. Initial activities will in-
clude securing the site, providing public and fire
management accesses, inventorying resources, and
removing trash. The Division will provide access
to the public while protecting sensitive resources.
The project’s natural resources and threatened and
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried
to provide the basis for a management plan.
Long-range plans for this project will generally be
directed toward restoring disturbed areas to their
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as
protecting threatened and endangered species. The
majority of the project is composed of pine plan-
tations with an established network of woods roads
and drainage ditches. In most areas, the original
ground cover species are still present and, with
proper management, can be restored to a more
natural condition. An all-season burning program
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires.
Timber management will mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thinned and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems.
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
frastructure will primarily be located in disturbed
areas and will be the minimum required for man-
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agement and public access. The Division will pro-
mote environmental education.

Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with
the FWC, the New River area may one day pro-
vide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Ser-
vice will soon be working with this agency to ob-
tain a projected revenue. The Division of For-
estry will sell timber as needed to improve or main-
tain desirable ecosystem conditions. These sales

Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $212,544 $264,824
OPS $18,520 $8,000
Expense $171,108 $198,768
(o]of0) $663,003 $75,645
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237
Management Cost Summary/USFS

Category 1996/97 1997/98
Source of Funds  Federal Federal
Salary $15,000 $2,000
OPS $0 $0
Expense $1,000 $0
0oCOo $0 $0
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000

will provide variable amounts of revenue, but the
revenue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of
the New River area. The DOF will cooperate with
and seek the assistance of other state agencies, local
government entities and interested parties as ap-
propriate.

1998/99
CARL

$335,715.35
$20,400.00
$506,858.40
$192,894.75
$450,000.00
$1,505,868.50

1998/99
Federal

$2,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$2,000
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract

Franklin and Liberty Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee riv-
ers, though logged, are critical to the survival in north
Florida of black bear and other wildlife that need large
unpopulated areas. The Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
will conserve most of this land, maintaining a link of
undeveloped land with the Apalachicola National For-
est and the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research
Reserve, preserving the water quality of creeks that flow
into productive Apalachicola Bay, and letting the pub-
lic hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view the plants and ani-
mals in this uniquely large landscape.

Managers

Division of Forestry (DOF), Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service
will also manage portions of the project.

General Description

The project is vital to the commercial and recreational
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary (an Interna-
tional Biosphere Reserve and National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve), one of the most productive in the north-
ern hemisphere. Nutrients from leaf litter and other
detritus draining from Tates Hell feed the East Bay
marshes, by far the most productive nursery ground in
the Bay. It provides an invaluable wildlife habitat im-
portant for the survival of the threatened Florida black
bear. It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and a
geologically unique coastal dune formation, and pro-
tects at least 23 rare plant species listed by FNAI, one
of which is a variety protected nowhere else. Five ar-
chaeological sites are known to be within the project

FNAI Elements
White birds-in-a-nest G1/81
Carolina grass-of-pamassus G2/81
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2
Meadowbeauty G2/S2
West'’s flax G2/S2
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2
47 elements known from project

Group A
Full Fee

boundaries, including the site of a Creek Indian battle
and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola
River. The project has been threatened by subdivision
and sale of lots, especially along the New River, but
growth pressure is low in these counties.

Public Use

This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will be-
come an addition to the Apalachicola National Forest.
The project will provide opportunities for hunting, fish-
ing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and nature apprecia-
tion.

Acquisition Planning and Status

Essential tracts to acquire include most large owner-
ships as well as a significant coastal tract: Wachovia/
Profundis (partially acquired; remainder in negotia-
tions), Glawson (acquired), McDonald (acquired),
Tucker (acquired), Rex (acquired) and the University
of Florida Foundation (acquired).

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over one
hundred small acreage parcels.

Coordination

The NW Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC), the DOF, and the US Forest Service are par-
ticipants in the acquisition of this project. The
NWFWMD provided 50% of the funding for acquisi-
tion of the 24,500 acre Glawson tract. The FWC also
funded acquisition of the 3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract,
a Creek Indian battle site. The USFS participated in

Placed on list 1992
Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 193,896
Acres Acquired 154,188
at a Cost of $108,096,567
Acres Remaining 39,708

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $18,712,695
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the acquisition of approximately 1,280 acres. TNC
and TPL have acted as intermediaries in the acquisi-
- tion of some tracts.

Management Policy Statement

The primary goals of management of the Tates Hell/
Carrabelle Tract project are: to conserve and protect
significant habitat for native species or endangered and
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests,
in order to enhance or protect significant surface wa-
ter, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife re-
sources which local or state regulatory programs can-
not adequately protect; and to provide areas, including
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based recreation

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The Tates Hell/

Carrabelle project as a whole covers over 200,000 acres

of mostly timbered and ditched wet flatwoods and flood-.

plain swamps between the Apalachicola National For-
est and East Bay. Its size and its forest and wildlife
resources qualify it as a state forest and wildlife man-
agement area.

Manager The US Forest Service proposes to manage
6800 acres along the New River. Being adjacent to the
Apalachicola National Forest, this corridor along the
New River is a logical addition to this National Forest.
The Florida Division of Forestry proposes to manage
the remainder of the project.

Conditions affecting intensity of management The
New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. The re-
mainder of the project will require extensive hydrologi-
cal restoration once existing timber encumbrances are
removed. These restoration efforts may require man-
agement and funding beyond what is typically expected
on a state forest.

Timetable for implementing management and provi-
sions for security and protection of infrastructure The
New River corridor would immediately fall under the
National Forests in Florida’s Land and Resource Man-
agement Plan (Forest Plan). Within the first few years
after acquisition, management activities will focus on
site security, resource inventory, removal of existing
trash, management for appropriate recreational use, and
managing for necessary prescribed fire.
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have been
purchased and assigned to the DOF for management.

The DOF is currently providing public access for low
intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor recreation ac-
tivities. Initial activities will include securing the site,
providing public and fire management accesses, inven-
torying resources, and removing trash. The Division
will provide access to the public while protecting sen-
sitive resources. The project’s natural resources and
threatened and endangered plants and animals will be
inventoried to provide the basis for a management plan.
Long-range plans for this project will generally be di-
rected toward restoring disturbed areas to their origi-
nal conditions, as far as possible, as well as protecting
threatened and endangered species. The majority of
the project is composed of pine plantations with an es-
tablished network of woods roads and drainage ditches.
In most areas, the original ground cover species are
still present and, with proper management, can be re-
stored to a more natural condition. An all-season burn-
ing program will use, whenever possible, existing roads,
black lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain
fires. Timber management will mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Plantations
will be thinned and, where appropriate, reforested with
species found in natural ecosystems. Stands will not
have a targeted rotation age. Infrastructure will pri-
marily be located in disturbed areas and will be the
minimum required for management and public access.
The Division will promote environmental education.
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with the
FWC, the New River area may one day provide rev-
enues from quota hunts. The Forest Service will soon
be working with this agency to obtain a projected rev-
enue. The Division of Forestry will sell timber as needed
to improve or maintain desirable ecosystem conditions.
These sales will provide variable amounts of revenue,
but the revenue-generating potential for this project is
expected to be low.

Cooperators in management activities Franklin
County could be involved in the management of the
New River area. The DOF will cooperate with and
seek the assistance of other state agencies, local gov-
ernment entities and interested parties as appropriate.
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Management Cost Summary/DOF

Category 1996/97
Source of Funds CARL
Salary $212,544
OPS $18,520
Expense $171,108
0oCco $663,003
FCO $0
TOTAL $1,065,175
Management Cost Summary/USFS
Category 1996/97
Source of Funds Federal
Salary $15,000
OPS $0
Expense $1,000
oco $0
FCO $0
TOTAL $16,000

410'31393 Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Group A/Full Fee

1997/98 1998/99
CARL CARL
$264,824 $335,715.35
$8,000 $20,400.00
$198,768 $506,858.40
$75,645 $192,894.75
$0 $450,000.00

$547,237 $1,505,868.50

1997/98 1998/99
Federal Federal
$2,000 $2,000
$0 $0

$0 $0

$0 $0

$0 $0
$2,000 $2,000
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