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#15 APAIACHIOQIA BAY Franklin County 

Acreage Value 

Aoqiiired Renaining 
Funds Expended 
or Encumbered 

Remcdmng 
Tax Vedue 

9,587* 4,280 $ 4,493,406* $ 5,355,440 

REOOMMENDED IPBLIC EURPOSE 
Quedif ies for State acquisition under both the "Environmentedly Endangered 
lands (EEL)" category, and the "Other Lands" category as defined in Section 
18-8.003 of the Flcarida Administrative Code. Public aoquisition would 
provicie increased protection to the waters of i^alachieaola Bay, vdiich is a 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, a State Aquatic F>reserve, a Special 
Waters category Outstanding Florida Water, and a designated Area of Critical 
State Concxxn. 

Portions of lands enconpassed in this project will be nanaged under the 
principles of multiple-use, while eather portions will be managed under 
single-^ise principles. Agencies involved in management include the 
Divisicans of Iferine Ftesouroes, Recreation and Parks, and State lands of the 
Department of Natural Resources, the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Ccramissiean, and the Divisican of Fcarestry of the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. Ihe Division of Histuariced Resources of the 
Department of State will act as a cxxperating manager on tracts with 
significant historicaal resources. 

PROPOSED DSE 
Ihe diversity of rescurces within this project necessitate the cJevelcpment 
of a siter^pecific management approach. Sites, ciepending on the resources 
involved, may be appropriately nanaged as preserves, reserves, botanical 
sites, wilcilife management areas, state forest, and/or state parks. Ihe 
best management practice will be reconmended by a nadti-agency staff on a 
trae:t by tract basis, as parcels are acacjuired. 

Most of the accjuisition area immediately surrounding the bay (with the 
exceptiean of the Shell Point Bayfront leats) is proposed as an additican to 
the Apalachicxla Natieanal Estuarine Research Reserve. 

LOGAnOH 
In Franklin County, northwest Florida, epproximately 60 miles southwest of 
Tallahassee. 

It is also within Florida's Senate District 3 and House Districts 8 and 9. 
It edso lies within the jurisciictions of the J^alachee Regicanal Planning 
Council and the Northwest Florida Water Management District. 

RESODRCE DESCRIPTiaN 
Iliis large and varied projecat contains some of Flcarida's most outstanding 
natural and historical resources. Ihe projeĉ t area enocnpasses nary 
different types of natural ccraniunitJ.es. Ihe project area harbors a great 
diversitiy of plant and aninal species many of vrfiich are cxnsiciered rare and 
enciangered in Florida, and several that are endangered naticanally. 
Biolcagists receagnize the region as one of very h i ^ endemism, sipporting 
plants and animals found ncvhere else. Ihe relatively pristine nature of 
the project area provides eaccellent wildlife habitat that helps preserve the 
diversity of Floricia's game and nongame species. Ihe bay-estuary at the 
mouth of the ̂ aedachicola River sipports an excepticanally prociuctive 
biological system that is ccramerciedly inportant and provicies the ecxncraic 
base of Franklin County. 

Ihis project is consiciered to be very significant from an archaeolcagical and 
histuaricaal perspective. Ihere aire alreaciy ciozens of sites known to exist in 
the project area, and literally hundreds of sites representing a wicie range 
of site types wculd likely be found throu^ a systematic cultural rescurce 
survey. 

* Does not include acareage accjuired under T̂ RT. program. See CXmership.
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PROJECT AREA 
STATE OWNED 

APALACHICOLA BAY 
ST GEORGE ISLAND PARCELS 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
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#15 APAIACmCOIA BAY 

RESODRCE DESGRIPnON (Continued) 

Ihe project area currently provicies a tremendcus recreation opportunity and 
would be greatly eapanded throu^ State accguisition. 

OWNERSHIP 
i^proximately 28,122 acres were acaguired with EEL funds ($7,615,250) frcm 
1974-76 i n t i le former lower i^aedachicola p ro jec t , . ^p rox ina te ly 10 cwners 
remain t o be acaguired within t i ia t previous boundary; approximately 200 
cwnerships renain t o be accjuired i n t h e fearmer ^a lachieaola River and Bay, 
Fhase I p ro j ec t . During t h e pa s t year , 3,599 acres have bea i acguired from 
S t . Jcae and another 52 acres from Rodricjue can C a t ' s Point . 

VDIMERABILITy AND ENDANGERMENT 
I h i s e n t i r e p ro jec t i s p a r t of a system of f r a g i l e and d e l i c a t e l y balanced 
natured areas t i ia t a r e extremely vulnerable t o degraciation. Disrvption of 
ex i s t i ng na tu ra l systems t h r c u ^ cievelopnent o r ina jp ropr ia te land 
management could lead t o increased degradation of t h e veduable e s tua r ine 
h a b i t a t s , i ^a lach ico la Bay, and even t h e Gulf of Mexico. Amcang t h e aciverse 
inpacts t h a t a r e l i k e l y without publ ic acqu i s i t ion of t h i s p ro jec t a r e 
edteratd-ons t o t h e n u t r i e n t loads in t h e i^a lach ico la River and Bay, 
introciucrtion of cianaging amounts of seciiments and agricultiured ehemicaals 
i n t o acpa t ic ^ s t e rns , increased b a c t e r i a l po l lu t ion , and changes i n t h e 
s a l i n i t y of t h e Bay. Any of these would reduce t h e b io log ica l p roduc t iv i ty 
of Apalachicola Bay. 

Current e f f o r t s t o a l l c x a t e more water frcm t h e Apalachicola R ive r ' s 
t r i b u t a r i e s t o t he S t a t e of Georgia would l i k e l y have a s i gn i f i can t negative 
iitpact on t h e na tu ra l systems asscaciat:ed with t h e r i v e r , e spec ia l ly tiie bay 
i t s e l f . 

Ihe upland areas within t h i s p ro jec t a r e vulnerable t o r e s i d e n t i a l and 
s i l v i c u l t u r a l develcpment. Areas near t h e coas t a re e spec ia l ly valued fear 
ccramercied and resic ient ia l uses . Ihe wilciemess cjuality of p a r t s of t h i s 
l a rge p ro jec t would be cenprcmised by piecemeed developnent in remcalie a reas . 

AOODISmOIN PLANNINS 
In November, 1986, t h e Land Acquisi t ion Advisory Coimcil ajproved t h e 
prel iminary boundary for t i i i s p ro jec t . Because of t h e l a rge s i z e of t he 
area i n t h e iden t i f i ed boundary, tiie Advisory Council ciecicied t o approve 
eanly por t ions of t h e area i n t he p ro jec t ciesign (cal led Fhase I ) . Ihe 
renaining areas icientif led i n t h e resource planning boundary a r e t o be 
consiciered fear inclus ion i n t h e projeeat ciesign a t a l a t e r ciate. On Ju ly 1, 
1987, t h e Advisory Council ^p r o v e d Fhase I of t h e ^aalachicola River and 
Bay pro jec t design. Ihe follcwing i s a summary of recacramendaticans can 
acquisitiean phasing and technicjues. 

1. Develop a system-wicie management plan subject t o t h e approval of CARL
managing agencies for edl S ta t e owned lands enconpassed in t he
i^a lach ico la River and Bay Lands p ro jec t . Cooperative management , 
agreements should be negeatiated wilii t he Water Management D i s t r i c t and
other publ ic agencies and nonprofit organizat ions .

2. Consicier por t ions of t he Chipola River Basin a s a potent ied CARL pro jec t
a t scrae time in t he future .

3 . Fhase I p r i o r i t y order:

A. Nick 's Ifole: fee s inp le accjuisition of Sanc^iper Vi l lage , Ftelican
Point and t h e cacramercial area nor th of l e i s u r e lane with t h e ept ion t o
s e l l bac:k with res t r ic t icans .

B. c:at Point : fee s inp le acacjuisitiean of 115 acres (34.8 acres accjuired).

C. East Ifole: fee s inp le accjuisitican of 25 acxes.

D. Shel l Point Bayfrcant: fee si i tple acrcguisitican of undevelcped bayfront
leats between ex i s t ing S ta t e cwnerships.

E. ^ a l a c h i c o l a Bayfrcant: fee sijrple accguisition of undevelcped bayfront
lot:s can Bay Avenue between Battery and Lafayette Parks.
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#15 APAIACHICOIA BAY 

AOODIsmON PIANNING (Continued) 
F. Sike's Cut: fee sinple acquisition of undeveloped lots in Oyster Bay

Village, Heron Bay Village, and lots 21 throu^ 23 in Bay Cove
Village. If recreation is the primary aoguisition objective,
acquisitiean should be contingent ipon assured public access.

On November 15, 1988, liie Land Acquisition Adviseary Council ̂ proved a 
revision to the Cat Point tract, i^proximately 28 acres were added to 
include an entire ownership. 

ESTIMATED OOST 
Tax assessed value for Fhase I is epproximately $4,231,000. 

Management Cost 
Managemait funds budgeted by the Division of Marine Resources for the 
i^aalachicola Nationed Estuarine Research Reserve fear Fiscal Year 1990-91: 
Salaries OPS Expenses OCO FCO Total
$294,338 $ 12,424 $ 67,000 $ 87,650 -0- $461,412

Management funds requested by the Division of Iferine Resouroes for t h e 
Apedachioola Naticaned Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1991-92: 
Sedaries OPS Expenses OCO FOO Ttotal 
$336,812 $ 27,424 $116,191 $234,031 $299,435 $1,013,898 

Management funds budgeted by t h e Florida Game and Fresh Wat:er Fish 
Ccnanission for the i^alachicola Nationed Estuarine Research Reserve for 
Fiscal Year 1990-91: 
Sedaries OPS Expenses OCO FOO Total
$ 35,925 -0- $ 22,954 $ 1,200 -0- $ 60,079 

Management funds requested by the Flcarida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Ccramission for the ̂ ^alachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve for 
Fiscal Year 1991-92: 
Salaries OPS Expenses OCO FOO Total 
$ 37,721 -0- $ 22,000 $15,500 -0- $ 75,221 

Management funds budgeted hy t h e Division of Forestry for the i^alachicola 
NatJ.oned Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1990-91: 
Salaries OPS Expenses 000 FOO Ttotal 
$ 3,100 -0- $ 800 -0- -0- $ 3,900 

Management funds budgeted by the Division of Forestry for the ^alachicola 
Nationed Estuarine Research Reserve for Fiscal Year 1991-92: 
Sedaries OPS Expenses OCO FOO Total
$ 2,000 -0- $ 1,000 -0- -0- $ 3,000 

Ihe Division of Recreation and Parks has not bucigeted management funds for 
this project. Management cost information frcm the Northwest Florida Water 
Management District was not available. 

LOCAL SDPPQRT AND GENERAL ENDORSEMENTS 
Resolutions 3 
letters of general sipport 8 
Letters of sipport frcm local, state and federal public officials 1
Letters of sipport from local and areawide cxanservation organizatieans. 2 

OEHER 
Ihis projeeat is within a Chepter 380 area of Critieaal State Concem. It is 
edso adjacent to a waterba^ cxLassified under the Special Waters Category of 
Cutstanciing Floricia Waters. 

As growth and developnent have acaoelerated in the State of Florida, scrae 
notable regions have emerged as especially deserving of protection as 
natural sanctuaries. Ihe i^aaladhicola River and asscaciated natural areas is 
one of these notable regions. Ihe State has had a stroig commitment to 
preserve t±e outstanding natural resouroes of the Apalachicola River system. 
A brief account of this area's accguisition history is presented below. 

Beginning in 1972, the State acqiiired 1,963 acres of land on the eastern end 
of St. George Island throu^ the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. Cape St. 
George Island (2,400 acres) was acquired ty the State in 1977 throu^ the 
T̂ FT. program. Acquisitiean edso began on the lower ̂ alachicola project 
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#15 APAIACHICOIA BAY 

OTHER (Continued) 
(29,000 acres) in 1977 thrcau^ EEL. Additions to the Lcwer ^alachicola 
project were a part of the first CARL list epproved ty the 
Governor and Cabinet in 1980. Ihe additions were ranked at #2 on that 
acquisition pricarity list. 

Ihe Governor and Cabinet, recognizing t i ^ significance of the natural 
resouroes of the i^aalachioola River system, recguested in 1983 that the 
Department of Natural Rescurces develcp a long-̂ t:erm accgiusition plan to 
fully protect the river and bay ^^stem. Ihe plan was cxiipleted in May 1984. 

Pursuant to the reccramendations outlined in the acaquisition plan, a diverse 
assemblage of steif f met in June 1985 to initiate the cisvelopment of the 
i^alachicola River and Bay CARL projeeat. Technical staff of the land 
Aoquisition Advisory Council began an eadiaustive eveduation of the prcposed 
projec± area in August 1985 after the project was formally received into the 
CM(L program. Ihe project assessment and preliminary boundary 
reccramendations (resource planning boundary) were approved by the Advisory 
Council in November, 1986. Wcark then immediately began on a project: ciesign. 

Ihe Northwest Florida water Management Distaricat was a participant in the 
developnent of the i^alachicbla River and Bay resource planning boundary and 
shared extensive cwnership and moping inf ormatican of this area with t h e 
CARL stetff. Ihe District, throu^ the Setve Our Rivers Program has purchased 
35,509 acres in the floeaĉ leiin frcm Southwest Flcaricia Industries. 

MMJaflRMEWT SDMMARY 
Succaessful ccnpletion of t h e Apalachicola Bay and t h e i^alachioola River 
(#24) projects would nake significant progress toward the protection of the 
^alachieaola River System. Ihe projects are caenprised of an assemblage of 
tracts having great diversity of natured cxramunity types that truly 
r^resent scrae of the finest and most signifieaant natural areas renaining in 
Flcaricia. Ihe nanagement of these tracts will ciepend ipcan the ̂ )ecific 
characteristiics and rescurces of each site. Prepcased uses include preserve, 
reserves, potential sites, wilcilife nanagement areas, statze forest, and 
state parks. Managing agencies will include the Divisican of Recreation and 
Parks of t h e D^artment of Natural Resources, the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Ccramission, and the Division of Forestry of the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. Ihe Division of Historical Resources of the 
Department of State will acat as a ceacaperating manager at sites of historical 
significance. Ihe Northwest Floricia Water Management District will manage a 
large pcartion of the river flcacaĉ ledn that is enconpassed by the project 
boundary; hewever, the lands acquired by the District are not a part of the 
official CARL project. 

Ihe natural communities within this project functican as a system of 
intricately interrelated parts. Because t h e project is a systan, it would 
be inprcper to manage indiviciual tracts ind^>endently of each other. 
Receagnizing this fact, t h e Land Accguisition Advisory Council has recommended 
that a system wide management plan be developed fear the Apalachicola Bay aixi 
i^alachicx)la River projects. Ihis nanagement scheme incxarporates the 
management of specific-use sites (e.g., a st:ate park or wilcilife nanagement 
area) into the overall plan ciesigned to preserve the proper functioning of 
the entire system. 

Ihe management of lands witiiin Fhase I caeancaentrates on preserving the 
buffer/filter functions of lands liiat are critd.ced to the naintenance of 
h i ^ water cguality in i^alachicola Bay. Basically, this involves 
naintaining the land in a natural eaondition. Archaeological sites nay of 
ocurse be excavated to provide information on the cultured resources. Ihe 
bayfront property in the City of ̂ alachicola may be used in conjunction 
witii another CARL project, tiie i^alachicola Historic Waterfront, but no 
ancillary uses nay in any way ciegraeie water cgualitiy. 

Fhase I lands will be managed as aciditicans to the Apedachioola National 
Estuarine Research Reserve under the authorily of the Division of State 
Lands of the D^aarbnent of Natural Resources. 
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#12 APALACHICOLA RIVER GADSDEN/UBERTY/CALHOUN COUNTIES 

Acreage Value 
Acquired Remaining Funds Expwided 

or Encumbered 
Remainlng Tax Value 

-0-* 20,181 -0- $7,952,100 
* see Ownership

LOCATION 
In Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties, northwest 
Florida Panhandle, south of the town of 
Chattahoochee; two tracts east and one tract west of 
Apalachicola River fioodplain. This project lies within 
RorkJa's Senate District 3 and House Districts 7 and 
66. It also lies within the jurisdictions of the
Apalachee Regional Planning Council and the
Northwest Rorida Water Management District.

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION 
The Apalachicola River drainage basin is believed to 
have more species of plants and animals than 
anywhere else in temperate North America; it is a 
recognized region of endemism in Rorida. The bluffs 
and ravines of the upper Apalachicola River have 
been known to be highly significant botanically for 

Highest Ranked FNAI-listed Elements 

Name FNAI Rank 
UPLAND GU\DE G1/S1 
Apaiachicoia rosemary G1/S1 
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/S1 
Florida torreya G1/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Fringed campion G2/S2 
Florida yew G2/S2 
Baltzell's sedge G2/S2
SANDHILL G2G3/S2 
65 FNAI elements known from project 

over 150 years. The area is also of high 
biogeographical importance, with plant associations 
having affinities with the western U.S. and Asia. 

The Apalachicola River project is not only highly 
significant because it buffers the Apalachicola River, 
but because it offers the opportunity to preserve much 
of the unique natural character of the upper 
Apalachicola. The project supports at least 45 FNAI-
listed plant species. 

The project, as amended in 1992 and 1993, consists 
of three tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola 
River: 1) a larger tract on the east bank of the river 
that runs southward from the railroad west of River 
Junction to the north and west boundary of Torreya 
State Park; 2) the Atkins Tract on the west bank 
(across the river from Torreya State Park); and 3) the 
Sweetwater Creek tract east of the river and south of 
Torreya State Park. 

Tract on East Bank 
The 1992 amendment connected two previously 
disjunct tracts, Gadsden Glades and Aspalaga 
Landing, with Torreya State Park. Acquisition of this 
larger tract would provide a continuous protected 
corrkior along the river that would include the 
Gadsden Glades, the lower reaches of the Flat Creek 
drainage, the area surrounding Aspalaga Landing, and 
significant areas of intact upland mixed forest, upland 
pine forest, and fioodplain forest lying between 
Aspalaga Landing and Torreya State Park. The tract 
also contains most of the known Florida occurrences 
of the upland glade natural community type, excellent 
examples of slope forest, and bluffs - among the most 
endangered natural communities in Florida. Several 
very rare plants occur within the boundaries including 
two federally endangered plant species, Florida 
torreya tree, Torreya taxifolla (namesake of Torreya 
State Park), and fringed campion, Silene polypetala, 
and the only occurrence in Rorida of the state 
imperilled rue-anemone, Anemonella thallctroides. 

Atkins Tract 
The Atkins Tract encompasses high quality fioodplain 
forest and sandhills natural communities. The 
fioodplain has reportedly not been timbered in over 80 
years. Wildlife is abundant on the tract; gopher 
tortoise and the federally endangered red-cockaded 
woodpecker occur in the sandhills. 

Sweetwater Creek 
The Sweetwater Creek tract includes a series of the 
deepest and most spectacular steephead ravines m 
RorkJa. Here streams cutting into the high plateau 
on the east side of the Apalachicola River have 
produced steep-sided ravines as much as 80 feet 
deep. The unique Slope Forests in these ravines have 
long been known for their extraordinary cluster of rare 
plants and animals. They harbor most of the 13 rare 
or endangered plants in the tract. These forests are 
rich not only in endemic plants, such as the extremely 
rare Florida yew and Florida torreya, but also in plants 
characteristic of more temperate regions. Several rare 
salamanders and fishes inhabit the cool ravine 
streams. The plateau is now a sand pine plantation, 
but once supported extensive Sandhill. Remnants of 
intact Sandhill vegetation on site could serve as 
sources of germplasm for restoration. The largest 
populations of the rare Apalachicola rosemary, a 
species found only in Liberty County, occur in these 
disturbed uplands. 

The upper Apalachicola River area is rich with 
archeological sites from numerous cultural periods. 
Several archeological sites are known within the 
project boundaries. When compared to other 
projects, the potential for significant sites is 
considered to be high. 
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#12 APALACHICOLA RIVER 

The project provides for a great diversity of 
recreational opportunities including nature 
appreciation, hiking, photography, hunting, fishing, 
and boat launching. Special care, however, will be 
required to protect the areas of botanical interest from 
degradation and introduction of exotic species. 

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS 
The Division of Recreation and Parks is the 
recommended manager for the tract on the east bank 
of the Apalachicola and immediately north of Torreya 
State Park. The tract would be managed as a unit (or 
units) of the State Park System, perhaps in 
conjunction with the State Park. The Gadsden Glades 
and Aspalaga Landing would be managed under 
"single-use" principles as State Botanical Sites or State 
Preserves. That is, the primary management objective 
would be preservation of the rare upland glade, slope 
forest, and bluff natural community types. These 
communities are self-maintaining, but controlled 
burning or hand removal of hardwoods may be 
necessary to prevent forest from encroaching on the 
glades. Control/eradication of feral hogs, which are 
now damaging some sites, should be a management 
priority. Other particulariy sensitive areas under the 
Division's management may also warrant Botanical 
Site or Preserve designation. 

The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission would 
manage the Atkins Tract as a Wildlife Management 
Area; the Division of Forestry would be a cooperating 
manager. 

The Division of Forestry proposes to manage the 
Sweetwater Creek tract as a State Forest for ten years 
after acquisition. Initially, the Division will secure the 
tract, provide limited public access, and Inventory the 
site's resources. A management plan based on this 
inventory will address management of the sand pine 
plantations and their reforestation with longleaf pine, 
and protection of endangered species. The Division 
will provide for limited recreation and environmental 
education in coordination with the Division of 
Recreation and Parks. After 10 years, the Division of 
Recreation and Parks will assume management of the 
tract as a unit of the state park system. Management 
will continue the restoration of natural systems, the 
protection of rare and endangered species, and the 
provision of appropriate resource-t>ased recreation 
and education. , 

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT 
The slope forests, seepage communities, upland 
glade, bluff, and sandhill communities are highly 
susceptible to degradation by people. Vehicular and 
foot traffic have already damaged several of the 
upland glades. In the slope forests near the glades, 
sediment eroded by vehicles and lumbering is 
washing into the Apalachicola River. Given the small 
population sizes of some of the rare plants in the 
project, a single unscrupulous or ignorant plant 
collector could completely eliminate several species 
from Florida. 

The plateau around Sweetwater Creek has already 
been cleared and planted in sand pine, and much of 
the rest of the project could be converted to 

MANAGEMENT COST 

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED 
Game and Fresh Water Rsh Commission for Atkins Tract 

CATEGORY 
Sourco of Funds 
(CARU GR, etc.) 

Estimated Funds Required 
CATEGORY 

Sourco of Funds 
(CARU GR, etc.) Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

Start-up CARL $36,950 $52,000 $20,000 $28,700 -0- $90,850 
FY 1993-94 CARL $36,950 $5,200 $20,000 $28,700 -0- $90,850 

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED 
Division of Recreation and Parks for area north of Torreya State Park 

CATEGORY 
Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) 

Estimated Funds Required 
CATEGORY 

Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

Start-up CARL $72,319 $44,720 $49,730 $81,527 -0- $248,296 
FY 1994-95 CARL $72,319 $44,720 $49,730 $81,527 -0- $248,296 

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED 
Division of Forestry - Sweetwater Creek Tract 

CATEGORY 
Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) 

Estimated Funds Required 
CATEGORY 

Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

Start-up CARL $89,696 -0- $20,000 $126,600 -0- $233,296 
FY 1994-95 CARL $92,387 -0- $20,000 $5,000 -0- $117,387 

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED 
Division of Recreation and Parks for Sweetwater Creek Tract 

CATEGORY 
Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) 

Estimated Funds Required 
CATEGORY 

Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

Start-up CARL $83,306 $24,960 $16,800 $101,252 -0- $226,318 
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commercial pine plantation at any time. One of the 
highest quality upland glades and the surrounding 
land was recently mechanically site-prepared and 
planted to pine plantation; herbicides were also 
reportedly used. The extent of long-term damage to 
this site is not yet known. Residential development is 
encroaching on Gadsden Glades and several 
homesteads are located within the timberiands 
adjacent to the site. 

ACQUISITION PLANNING 
This project was included within the overall 
Apalachicola River and Bay resource planning 
boundary. 

On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and 
Bay CARL project into 2 projects: Apalachicola Bay 
and Apalachicola River, Phase 1. The Gadsden 
County Glades project was removed from the CARL 
list and included in Phase I of Apalachicola River. 
Phase 1 of the Apalachicola River also includes the 
Aspalaga Landing tract and the Atkins tract. 

Acquisition Phasing 
Priorities (Prior to the 1992 Boundary Amendment) 
based on biological significance are: 

Priority I: Gadsden County Glades 
Priority II: Aspalaga Landing 
Priority 111: Atkins tract 

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved an addition of 
4,570 acres to the project boundary with an estimated 
tax assessed value of approximately $1,813,157. The 
amendment consisted of five tracts. The inclusion of 
additional river fioodplain extended the Gadsden 
Glades tract boundary to the north. The Gadsden 
Glades tract was also expanded along the eastern 
boundary to buffer Flat Creek, a tributary. Tracts of 
land were added to connect the Gadsden Glades tract 
with the Aspalaga Landing tract and the Aspalaga 
tract with the northern boundary of the Torreya State 
Park. Finally, additional fioodplain was added 
between the state park and the river. 

On December 9, 1993, the LAAC approved the 
addition of 9,689 acres (Sweetwater Creek, a 1993 
proposal) to the project boundaries. 

Coordination 
This project is being pursued in cooperation with the 
Northwest Florida Water Management District and The 
Nature Conservancy. Congress appropriated $2 
million to the US Forest Service for acquisitions in the 
Apalachicola National Forest. 

OWNERSHIP 
The Gadsden County Glades tract consists of 
approximately 1,912 acres and 13 owners; Aspalaga 
Landing tract consists of approximately 800 acres and 
2 owners; and the Atkins tract consists of 
approximately 3,210 acres and 7 owners. 

The 1992 project addition included 56 parcels and 30 
owners - 3 major owners (see Acquisition Planning 
above). 

The 1993 project addition, Sweetwater Creek, included 
45 parcels and approximately 20 owners. 

Portions of the entire Apalachicola River and Bay 
resource planning boundary are already protected 
through acquisition by the state, the water 
management district, and The Nature Consen/ancy 
(TNC). M.K. Ranch (8,793 acres) was purchased 
through CARL in 1985 ($2,923,153), the Torreya State 
Park (1,063 acres) was a pre-1963 acquisition -1944-
1949 ($6,130), and portions of the Apalachicola Bay 
CARL project were purchased with EEL and CARL 
funds. The 1,485 acre Torreya State Park Addition 
was acquired ($1,127,000) by the state (LATF) in 1989 
through The Nature Conservancy. The Apalachicola 
Bluffs and Ravines Preserve (6,300 ± acres), 
consisting of three tracts, Alum Bluff, Traveler's, and 
Dupuis, is owned and managed by The Nature 
Consen/ancy. The Northwest Florida Water 
Management District has been very active in land 
acquisition along the Apalachicola River and has 
purchased 35,509 acres to date. 

ACQUISITION STATUS 
No success in negotiations on original sites to date. 
NWFWMD performing new appraisal on Atkins tract. 
New site, Sweetwater Creek, added in 1993. Mapping 
will be initiated eariy in 1994, depending upon 
outcome of discussions with St. Joe Paper Co., the 
major owner. 

RESOLUTIONS 
111: Northwest Florida Water Management District 

- Support for acquisition
~ Franklin County Seafood Workers Association

- Support for acquisition
1993: Liberty County Commission - Opposes state 
acquisition 

PROJECT HISTORY 

Assessment Approved: 11 /20/86 
Design/Boundary #1 Approved:5/29/87 
Design/Boundary #2 Approved: 12/7/90 
Design/Boundary Modified: 

06/28/91 - clarification 
04/07/92 - 4,570 acres added 
12/09/93 - 9,689 acres added 

PREVIOUS RANKINGS 

1993 
1992 
1991 

15 
10 
24 

ACQUISITION HISTORY 
Year Acres

None 
Funds 

100 
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Acres Cost/Tax Value 

Acquired: 

Remaining: 

0 

20,181 

$0 

$7,952,100 

County(ies): Gadsden, LibertyandCalhoun 

Water Mgmt. District: Northwest Florida 

Regional Planning Council: Apalachee 

Totals: 20,181 $7,952,100 Senate District(s): House District(s): 7 

!'^.^^:.^^i!i^!^^'.^i!i)ifn9r/!:: 
The Apalachicola River drainage basin is believed to have more species of plants and animals than anywhere else in 
temperate North America; it is a recognized region of endemism in Florida. The bluffs and ravines of the upper Apalachicola 
River have been known to be highly significant botanically for over 150 years. Thearea is also of high biogeographical 
importance, with plant associations having affinities with the western U.S. and Asia. 

The Apalachicola River project is not only highly significant because it buffers the Apalachicola River, but because it offers 
the opportunity to preserve much of the unique natural character of the upper Apalachicola. The project supports at least 
45 FNAl-listed plant species. 

The project as amended in 1992 and 1993, consists of three tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a larger 
tract on the eastbank of the river that runs southward firom the railroad west of River Junction to the north and west 
boundary of Torreya State Park; 2) the Atkins Tract on the west bank (across the river from Torreya State Park); and 3) 
the Sweetwater Creek tract east of the river and south of Torreya State Park. 

Tract on East Bank 
The 1992 amendment connected two previously disjunct tracts. Gadsden Glades and Aspalaga Landing, with Ton̂ eya State 
Park. Acquisition of this larger tract would provide a continuous protected corridor along the river that would include the 
Gadsden Glades, the lower reaches of the Flat Creek drainage, the area surrounding Aspalaga Landing, and significant 
areas of intact upland mixed forest, upland pine forest and fioodplain forest lying between Aspalaga Landing and Tonreya 
State Park. The tract also contains most of the known Florida occurrences of the upland glade natural community type, 
excellent examples of slope forest, and bluffs - among tiie most endangered natural communities in Florida. Several very 
rare plants occur within the boundaries including two federally endangered plant species, Florida torreya tree, Torreya 
taxifolia (namesake of Ton̂ eya State Park), and fringed campion, Silene polypetala, and the only occurrence iri Florida of 
the state imperilled rue-anemone, Anemone/Za f/ja//cfro/des. 

Atl^in? Tract 
The Atkins Tract encompasses high quality fioodplain forest and sandhills natural communities. The fioodplain has 
reportedly not been timbered in over 80 years. Wildlife is abundant on the ti-act; gopher tortoise and the federally 
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker occur in the sandhills. 

Sweetwater Creek 
The Sweetwater Creek tract includes a series of the deepest and most spectacular steephead ravines in Florida. Here 
streams cutting into the high plateau on tiie east side of tiie Apalachicola River have produced steep-sided ravines as much 
as 80 feet deep. The unique Slope Forests in these ravines have long been known for their extraordinary cluster of rare 
plants and animals. They harbor most of the 13 rare or endangered plants in the tract. These forests are rich not only in 
endemic plants, such as the extremely rare Florida yew and Florida ton-eya, butjalso in plants characteristic of more 
temperate regions: Several rare salamanders and fishes inhabit the cool ravine streams. The plateau is now a sand pine 
plantation, but once supported extensive Sandhill. Remnants of intact Sandhill vegetation on site could serve as sources 
of genmplasm for restoration. The largest populations of the rare Apalachicola rosemary, a species found only in Liberty 
County, occur in these disturbed uplands. 
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The slope forests; seepage communities, upland glade, bluff, and sandhill communities are highly susceptible to 
degradation by people. Vehicular and foot traffic have already damaged several of the upland glades. n the slope forests 
near the glades, sediment eroded by vehicies and lumbering is washing into the Apalachicola River. Given the small 
population sizes of some of the rare plants iri the project,' a single unscrupulous or ignorant plant collector could completely 
eliminate several species from Florida. The plateau around Sweetwater Creek has already been clearedand planted in 
sand pine, and riiubh of the rest of the project could be converted to commercial pine plantation at any time. ne of the 
highest quality upland glades and the surrounding land was recently mechanically site-prepared and planted to pine 
plantation; herbicides were dlso reportedly used. The extent of long-term damage-to this site is not yet known. Residential 
development is encroaching on Gadsden Glades and several'homesteads are located within the timberiands adjacent to 
the site. 

::j R^i!^:R^Wi*^::::::^^ 
FNA  Elements Recreation/Public Use Archaeological/Historic 

UPLAND GLADE; ^ G1/SV: 

Apalachicola rosemary G /S ; 

Alabama anglepod G1/S1

Curtiss' loosestrife G1/S1 

Florida torreya , G1/S1  

Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2; 

Fringed campion r . v G2/S2 y 
Florida yew G2/S2 . 

Baltzell's sedge G2/S2:, 

5 elements known from project 

nature appreciation 

hiking 

photography 

hunting, fishing 

boat launching 

The upper Apalachicola River 
area is rich with archaeological 
sites from numerous cultural 
periods. Several archaeological 
sites are known within the project 
boundaries. When compared to 
other projects, the  potential-for 
significant sites is considered to 
be high. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ k A r f l ^ r f i * * * r f k A i * * ^ A ^ 

D V. of Rec. and Parks 

 

park/preserve 
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JACKSON/GADSDEN/CALHOUN/LIBERTY 
GULF/FRANKLIN COUNTIES 

11 RESOURCE PLANNING 
m BOUNDARY 

THREE RIVERS S.R.AI 

Su Blu' 
5 10 
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SWEETWATER CREEK 
PROJECT BOUNDARY 

APALACHICOLA RIVER 
CARL PROJECT 

APALACHICOLA BLUFFS & 
RAVINES PRESERVE (TNC) 

INHOLDINGS AND ADDITIONS 
PROJECT (DEP) 

ESSENTIAL PARCELS EQUAL THE 
SWEETWATER CREEK PROJECT BOUNDARY 
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1 ^ ^ ^ 1992 ADDITIONS GADSDEN GLADES' 

ESSENTIAL PARCELS EQUAL THE 
PROJECT AREA PLUS 1992 ADDITIONS 

APALACHICOLA RlVER o 
GADSDEN / CALHOUN COUNTIES 

1/2 

MILES 
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The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines 
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that provide critical habitat for many rare plants and animals; 
to conserve and restore these important ecosystems and their plant and animal resources through purchase because 
regulation cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve several 
significant archaeological sites. The project should be managed under the single-use concept, with management activities 
being directed toward the preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the 
removal of pine plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the 
appropriate size and location to achieve the management goals. 

l l t l l l l l l l i l i i i l t l ' l l l l l i ' T i 

::!MaAsg^mien^:|;!r^ 

Qualifications for state designation The unique and sensitive forests, glades, and streams op the east side of the 
Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state forests, parks, and presen/es. The Ati<ins tract on the west side of the river 
has the size and wildllffe resources to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola River. The Division 
of Forestry, however, will manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after the state acquires it The Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage the Atkins tract 
Management goals Primary goals are the preservation and restoration of the natural ecosystems of the bluffs along the 
upper Apalachicola River and the provision of areas for natural-resource-based recreation. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State Park and 
east of the river will be high-need management areas with emphasis on public recreational use and development compatible 
with resource protection and management. During an initial 10-year period in which the Division of Forestry will restore 
natural pine forests on the Sweetwater Creek tract the site will be a low-need management area. 
Timetable for implementing management Within the first year after acquisition, management activities will concentrate 
on site security, natural and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan for long-term public 
use and resource management 
Estimate of revenue-generating potential No significant revenue is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the Division of Recreation and Pari<s. It will probably be several years before any significant 
public tacilities are developed. The degree of fijture revenue generated will depend on the nature and extent of public use 
and facilities. 
Cooperators in management No local governments or others are recommended for management of this project area. 

;:]fcfeitfd f̂ejiWi(rt;i6i|̂  
Category Source Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

Start-up 

Recurring 

Start-up 

Recurring 

Start-up 

Recurring 

Start-up 

GFC/CARL 

GFC/CARL 

DRP/CARL 

DRP/CARL 

DOF/CARL 

DOF/CARL 

DRP/CARL 

$36,950 

$36,950 

$72,319 

$72,319 

$89,696 

$92,387 

$83.306 

$52,000 

$52,000 

$44,720 

$44,720 

$0 

$0 

$24,960 

$20,000 

$20,000 

$49,730 

$49,730 

$20,000 

$20,000 

$16.800 

$28,700 

$28^700 

$81,527 

$81,527 

$126,600 

$5,000 

$101.252 

$0 $137,650 

$0 $137,650 

$0 $248,296 

$0 $248,296 

$0 $226,296 

$0 $117,387 

$0 $226,318 
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M m < ^ ^ M m ^ < ^ ^ 
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Ranking 
(lastSyrs.) 

Assessment Approved: 11/20/86 

Project Design Approved: 5/29/87 
12/07/90 

CARL Acquisition History 

Year Acres Funds 

1994 

1993 

1992 

1991 

1990 

12 

15 

10 

24 

Boundary/Design Modifications None 

6/28/91 Clarification 

4/7/92 4,570 acres added 

12/9/93 9,689 acres added 

:::;:::::;::i::i^^!ljiijij$|i|^:!l>^ 

The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addition includes 
an additional 30 owners. Neal Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Sotenra are the three major owners, Neal by far the largest. 
The largest parcels in'the Aspalaoa Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same three ownerships, with Soterra owning 
the most acreage. The Atking tract (3,210 acres) includes 7 owners, one major owner. The largest owner in Sweetwater 
Creek (9.689 acres) is St. Joe. 

The project is being pursued with the cooperation of the Northwest Florida Water Management District and The Nature 
Conservancy, although this project is n^i a shared, partnership project with the district. 

Resolutions for this project include a resolution in support of state acquistion from the Northwest Florida Water Management 
District. A resolution opposing state acquisition was received from the Liberty County Commission. 

>:::::::::::;:::::::::i::::::::::::::::::Conlditftandfe:!iiam 
Natural 

Communities 
Forest 

Resources 
Vascular 

Plants 
Fish and 
Wildlife 

Fresh Water 
Resources 

Coastal 
Resources 

2a 2b 

M M M M 

Geological 
Resources 

Historical 
Resources Outdoor Recreation Resources Acquisition Guiding Principles 

1a l b 2a 2b 

M M H H N H H N M M N H M H 
mmmimmmm Wlimmmfmmmmmm^ 

W^iS^^^^ I^^^^S i^^m^^^^M^^^^yMM. 
Imminent Danger of: Likely to be: Serves to Protect: • s Best Met

o = Also Met

Develop-
ment 

Loss of 
Habitat Subdivision Developed

in 12 mos. 
Escalating 
Land Val-

Recharge 
Area 

Other 
Nat. Res. 

Res.-based 
Recreation 

Cost s 80% 
Appraisal 

E & T spp 
Habitat 
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Apalachicola River 
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun and Jackson Counties 

Priority 25 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the 
most significant natural features of the southeastern 
Coastal Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted 
with unique sedgy glades, the area harbors many 
northern, rare, and endemic plants and animals, such as 
the nearly extinct Florida torreya tree. By conneaing 
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve 
to the south and with limestone glades to the north, and 
by proteaing forests on the west bank of the river, the 
Apalachicola River projea will help preserve the water 
quality of the river-which feeds the produaive 
Apalachicola Bay-and the unique species and biological 
communities of the region, as well as provide the public 
with scenic areas for hiking, boat launching, and other 
recreational pursuits. 

Manager 
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Proteaion. The Division 
of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater Creek traa for 
ten years after acquisition, after which DRP will manage 
it. The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission will 
manage the Atkins tract. 

General Description 
The project consists of four tracts of land along the 
upper Apalachicola River. 1) a lai^e tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to 
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain 
forests and most of the upland glades in the state. It 
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida 
torreya. 2) the Land property, west of the former area, 
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern 
and gray bats. 3) the Atkins Tract, west of Torreya 
State Park, contained excellent floodplain forest and 
sandhills, but has reportedly been timbered recently. 4) 
the Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya State 
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 

some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with 
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants 
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a 
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a 
high potential for archaeological sites; several are 
already known. All these areas are threatened by 
timbering and unrestriaed vehicular access. 

Public Use 
Portions of the projea will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests. 
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) t raa 
consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addition 
includes an additional 30 owners. Neal Land & Timber 
Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major owners, 
Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the 
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same 
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most 
acreage. The Atkins t raa (3,210 acres) includes 7 
owners, one major owner. The largest owner in 
Sweetwater Creek (9,689 acres) is St. Joe. 

In 1995, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council added 
a 374-acre tract (Land property) to the project 
boundary. The tract is across the Apalachicola River 
from the Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to 
the Sneads Cave site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves 
projea. 

Coordination 
The projea is being pursued with the cooperation of 
the Northwest Florida Water Management Distria and 
The Nature Conservancy, although this projea is nol 
a shared, partnership projea with the distria. 
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FNAI Element Occurrences 

UPLAND GLADE Gl/Sl 

Apalachicola rosemary Gl /Sl 

Alabama anglepod Gl /Sl 

Curtiss' loosestrife Gl /Sl 

Florida torreya Gl/Sl 

Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 

Fringed campion G2/S2 

Florida yew G2/S2 

67 FNAI elements known from site 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the 
Apalachicola R.iver CARL project are: to conserve 
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper 
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that 
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and 
animals; to conserve and restore these important 
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources 
through purchase because regulation cannot 
adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several significant archaeological sites. The projea 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management aaivities being direaed toward 
the preservation of steephead streams, hardwood 
forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the removal 
of pine plantations, and restoration of natural pine 
forests. The project, when completed, will include 
most of the bluffs and ravines in private ownership 
and will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with 
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and 
location to achieve the management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins traa on 
the west side of the river has the size and wildlife 
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks 
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola 

Placed on list 

Project Area (Acres) 

Acres Acquired 

at a Cost of 

Acres Remaining 

Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of 

1991 

20,181 

0 

$0 

20,181 

$7,952,100 i r & J ' 

^ i ^ i ^ ^ ^ i 

<S^ 

River. The Division of Forestry, however, will -^^xl Â  u j t~ 
manage the Sweetwater Creek traa for the first ten ' /^ 
years after the state acquires it. The Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage the 
Atkins traa. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the projea in the vicinity of the 
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be 
high-need management areas with emphasis on 
public recreational use and development compatible 
with resource proteaion and management. During 
an initial 10-year period in which the Division of 
Forestry will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area. 
Timetable for implementing management Within 
the first year after acquisition, management 
aaivities will concentrate on site security, natural 
and cultural resource proteaion, and efforts toward 
the development of a plan for long-term public use 
and resource management. 
Revenue-generating potential No significant 
revenue is expeaed to be generated initially after 
the lands are placed under management of the 
Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably 
be several years before any significant public 
facilities are developed. The degree of future 
revenue generated will depend on the nature and 
extent of public use and facilities. 
Cooperators in management No local governments 
or others are recommended for management of this 
projea area. 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 25 

M a n a g e m e n t C o s t S u m m a r y D R P / S w e e t w a t e r 
M a n a g e m e n t C o s t S u m m a r y DRP/ N o r t h 

Category Startup Recurring 
Category Startup Recurring Source of Funds CARL CARL 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319 
Salary $83,306 $72,319 OPS $44,720 $44,720
OPS $24,960 $44,720 Expense $49,730 $49,730 
Expense $16,800 $49,730 OCO $81,527 $1,000
OCO $101,252 $1,000 FCO $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 TOTAL $248,296 $167,769 
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 

M a n a g e m e n t C o s t S u m m a r y D D F / S w e e t w a t e r 

Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $105,910 $105,910 
OPS $0 $0 
Expense $30,000 $30,000 
OCO $168,000 $13,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910 

M a n a g e m e n t C o s t S u m m a r y GFC 

Category 
Source of Funds 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 
CARL CARL CARL

$68,280 $85,491 $85,491 
$0 $0 $0
$99,961 $45,000 $65,000 
$0 $0 $0 
$0 $0 $0 
$168,241 $130,491 $150,491 
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APALACHICOLA RIVER AND BAY ECOSYSTEM 
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Apalachic(ila River 
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun and Jackson Counties 

Priority 25 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the 
most significant natural features of the southeastern 
Coastal Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted 
with unique sedgy glades, the area harbors many 
northern, rare, and endemic plants and animals, such 
as the nearly extinct Florida torreya tree. By 
connecting Torreya State Park with a Nature 
Conservancy preserve to the south and with 
limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of 
the river-which feeds the productive Apalachicola 
Bay-and the unique j species and biological 
communities of the region, as well as provide the 
public with scenic areas for hiking, boat launching, 
and other recreational pursuits. 

1 
Managers |
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection. The 
Division of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater 
Creek tract for ten years after acquisition, after which 
DRP will manage it. The Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission will manage the Atkins tract. 

1 
General Description I
The project consists of four tracts of land along the 

FNAI Elements 

UPLAND GLADE Gl/Sl 

Apalachicola rosemary Gl/Sl 

Alabama anglepod Gl/Sl 

Curtiss' loosestrife Gl/Sl 

Florida torreya Gl/Sl 

Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 

Fringed campion G2/S2 

Florida yew G2/S2 

67 elements kno-w (n from project 

upper Apalachicola River. 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to 
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and 
floodplain forests and most of the upland glades in the 
state. It shelters several extremely rare plants such as 
the Florida torreya. 2) the Land property, west of the 
former area, contains floodplain forest important for 
southeastern and gray bats. 3) the Atkins Tract, west 
of Torreya State Park, contained excellent floodplain 
forest and sandhills, but has reportedly been timbered 
recently. 4) the Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting 
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy 
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead 
ravines in the state, with unique hardwood forests 
harboring many rare plants and animals. The uplands 
between the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. 
The upper Apalachicola has a high potential for 
archaeological sites; several are already known. All 
these areas are threatened by timbering and 
unrestricted vehicular access. 

Public Use 
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks 
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state 
forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature 
appreciation, limited hunting and fishing, and boat 
launching. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) 
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 
addition includes an additional 30 owners. Neal Land 

Placed on list 1991 

Project Area (Acres) 16,427 

Acres Acquired 0 

at a Cost of $0 

Acres Remaining 16,427 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,472,895 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 25 

& Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major 
owners, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in 
the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the 
same three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most 
acreage. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek 
(9,145 acres) is St. Joe. 

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC added a 374-acre tract 
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is 
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden 
Glades tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave 
site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves project. 

On December 5, 1996, the LAAC transferred the 
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher 
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site) 
to the Less-Than-Fee category. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management Diestrict 
and The Nature Conservancy have provided 
information and assistance with this project. It is iiot 
a Bargain/Shared project, however. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the 
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve 
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper 
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that 
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and 
animals; to conserve and restore these important 
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources 
through purchase because regulation cannot 
adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several significant archaeological sites. The project 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward 
the preservation of steephead streams, hardwood 
forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the removal 
of pine plantations, and restoration of natural pine 
forests. The project, when completed, will include 
most of the bluffs and ravines in private ownership 
and will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with 
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and 
location to achieve the management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on 
the west side o'f the river has the size and wildlife 
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks 
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola 
River. The Division of Forestry, however, will 

manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten 
years after the state acquires it. The Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage the 
Atkins tract. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the 
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be 
high-need management areas with emphasis on 
public recreational use and development compatible 
with resource protection and management. During 
an initial 10-year period in which the Division of 
Forestry will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area. 
Timetable for implementing management Within 
the first year after acquisition, management 
activities will concentrate on site security, natural 
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward 
the development of a plan for long-term public use 
and resource management. 
Revenue-generating potential No significant 
revenue is expected to be generated initially after 
the lands are placed under management of the 
Division of Recreation and Parks. It will probably 
be several years before any significant public 
facilities are developed. The degree of future 
revenue generated will depend on the nature and 
extent of public use and facilities. 
Cooperators in management No local governments 
or others are recommended for management of this 
project area. 
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater 

Apalachicola River - Priority 25 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 

Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARLI 

1 
CARL 

Salary $83,306 $72,319 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 
Expense $16,800 $49,730 
OCO $10l]252 $1,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $226j318 

1 
$167,769 

Management Cost Summary DOFfSweetwater 

Category 
1 

Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $105)910 $105,910 
OPS $0 $0 
Expense $30,000 $30,000 
OCO $168,1000 $13,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $303i910 

1 
$148,910 

j 
Management Cost Summary GFC 

Category Startup 
Source of Funds CARL 

Salary $66,950 
OPS $10,500 
Expense $52,500 
OCO $70,000 
FCO $0
TOTAL $206,950 

Category 
Source of Funds 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

Startup Recurring 
CARL CARL

$72,319 $72,319 
$44,720 $44,720 
$49,730 $49,730
$81,527 $1,000
$0 $0
$248,296 $167,769

Recurring 
CARL 

$66,950 
$5,250 
$42,000 
$0 
$0 
$114,200 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 25 
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Apalachicola River 
Gadsden, Liberi;y, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties 

Priority 25 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
nonhern Apalachicola River valley are some of the 
most significant natural features of the southeastern 
Coastal Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted 
with unique sedgy glades, the area harbors many 
northern, rare, and endemic plants and animals, such 
as the nearly extina Florida torreya tree. By 
conneaing Torreya State Park with a Nature 
Conservancy preserve to the south and with 
limestone glades to the north, and by proteaing 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of 
the river-which feeds the produaive Apalachicola 
Bay-and the unique species and biological 
communities of the region, as well as provide the 
public with scenic areas for hiking, boat launching, 
and other recreational pursuits. 

Managers 
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Proteaion. The 
Division of Forestry will manage the Sweetwater 
Creek traa for ten years after acquisition, after which 
DRP will manage it. The Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission will manage the Atkins traa. 

General Description 
This projea includes much of Florida's upland glades 

natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida. It consists of four traas of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large traa on the 
east bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to 
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and 
floodplain forests and most of the upland glades in the 
state. It shelters several extremely rare plants such as 
the Florida torreya. 2) the Land property, west of the 
former area, contains floodplain forest important for 
southeastern and gray bats. 3) the Atkins Traa, west 
of Torreya State Park, contained excellent floodplain 
forest and sandhills, but has reportedly been timbered 
recently. 4) the Sweetwater Creek traa, conneaing 
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy 
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead 
ravines in the state, with unique hardwood forests 
harboring many rare plants and animals. The uplands 
between the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. 
The upper Apalachicola has a high potential for 
archaeological sites; several are already known. All 
these areas are threatened by timbering and 
unrestriaed vehicular access. 

Public Use 
Portions of the projea will be managed as state parks 
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state 
forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature 
appreciation, limited hunting and fishing, and boat 
launching. 

FNAI Elements 

UPLAND GLADE Gl/Sl 

Apalachicola rosemary Gl/Sl Placed on list 1991 
Alabama anglepod 

Curtiss' loosestrife 

Gl/Sl 
Gl/Sl 

Project Area (Acres) 16.427

Florida torreya Gl/Sl Acres Acquired 346 
Red-cockaded woodpecker 

Fringed campion 

G2/S2 

G2/S2 
ataCostof $240,000 

Florida yew G2/S2 Acres Remaining 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of 

16,081 

67 elements known from projea 

Acres Remaining 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,336,557 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 25 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) 
t raa consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 
addition includes an additional 30 owners. Neal Land 
& Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major 
owners, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in 
the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) traa consist of the 
same three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most 
acreage. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek 
(9,145 acres) is St. Joe. 

On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre traa 
(Land property) to the projea boundary. The traa is 

across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden 
Glades traa and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave 
site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves projea. 

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the 
Atkins/Trammell t raa (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher 
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site) 
to the Less-Than-Fee category. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management Diestria 
and The Nature Conservancy have provided 
information and assistance with this projea. It is not 
a Bargain/Shared project, however. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River CARL projea are: to conserve the rich bluffs 
and ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, 
unique in North America, that provide critical habitat 
for many rare plants and animals; to conserve and 
restore these imponant ecosystems and their plant 
and animal resources through purchase because 
regulation cannot adequately protea them; to provide 
areas for natural-resource-based recreation; and to 
preserve several significant archaeological sites. The 
projea should be managed under the single-use 
concept, with management aaivities being direaed 
toward the preservation of steephead streams, 
hardwood forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the 
removal of pine plantations, and restoration of 
natural pine forests. The projea, when completed, 
will include most of the bluffs and ravines in private 
ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy 
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the 
appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of 
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins traa on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife 
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks 
should manage the areas east of the Apalachicola 

River. The Division of Forestry, however, will 
manage the Sweetwater Creek t raa for the first ten 
years after the state acquires it. The Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission will manage the Atkins traa. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the projea in the vicinity of the Torreya 
State Park and east of the river will be high-need 
management areas with emphasis on public 
recreational use and development compatible with 
resource proteaion and management. During an 
initial 10-year period in which the Division of 
Forestry will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek traa, the site will be a low-need 
management area. 
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
first year after acquisition, management aaivities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural 
resource proteaion, and efforts toward the 
development of a plan for long-term public use and 
resource management. 
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue 
is expeaed to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed imder management of the Division of 
Recreation and Parks. It will probably be several 
years before any significant public facilities are 
developed. The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use 
and facilities. 
Cooperators in management No local governments 
or others are recommended for management of this 
projea area. 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 25 

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater 
Category Startup 
Source of Funds CARL 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

$83,306 
$24,960 
$16,800 

$101,252 
$0 

$226,318 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Recurring Category 

CARL Source of Funds 

$72,319 Salary 
$44,720 OPS 
$49,730 Expense 

$1,000 OCO 
$0 FCO 

$167,769 TOTAL 

Startup Recurring 
CARL CARL

$72,319 $72,319 
$44,720 $44,720
$49,730 $49,730
$81,527 $1,000

$0 $0
$248,296 $167,769 

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Management Cost Summary GFWFC/Atkins Tract 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

$105,910 
$0 
$30,000 
$168,000 
$0 
$303,910 

$105,910 
$0 

$30,000 
$13,000 

$0 
$148,910 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

$74,630 $74,630
$13,180 $5,828
$55,125 $44,100 
$65,600 $10,000
$60,000 $0 

$268,535 $134,558
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Apalachicola River • Priority 25 
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Background Information: - ^ 
On July 1,1987, the Land Acquisition Selection Committee (LASC) approved the project 
design for phase one of the Apalachicola River and Bay CARL project (later renamed 
Apalachicola River). The Nature Conservancy (TNC) proposed the addition of 
approximately 11,200 acres (Lake Wimico tract) with an estimated tax assessed value 
of $7,840,000, as phase two of the Apalachicola River project. TNC is in the early 
stages of negotiations with the landowner, the St. Joe Company. Representatives of 
the landowner have indicated they would consider a sale of the land. The entire tract is 
within the Apalachicola River resource planning boundary, approved by the LASC in 
November 1986. , -.\ * J;T̂  . r; , * €v r 

On May 6,1999, the LAMAC approved the addition of 11,200 acres to the project 
boundary and designated the addition an essential parcel. 

Resource Information: A j 
According to the FNAI's review of FDOT black and white aerial photographs and USGS 
topographic quadrangle maps, the majority of the proposed amendment appears to 
contain the following: floodplain swamp, floodplain marsh and baygall. The site 
appears to contain high quality wetlands fronting on Lake Wimico. FNAI has recorded 
occurrences of bald eagle and osprey from the tract. 

Management: The proposed addition will be managed by the GFC as an addition to 
the Apalachicola River Wildlife and Environmental Area. The GFC supports the addition 
by virtue of its connectivity to other public land, resource value and management 
potential. The tract is on the GFC's inholdings and addition list. 

90



     
  

 

 
 

 

   

   

  

     

  

   

   

   
 

  

 

 
  

   

91



Apalachicola River 
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties 

Priority 23 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravmes 
ofthe northem Apalachicola River vaUey are some 
of the most significant natural features of the 
southeastem Coastal Plain. Covered with rich 
forests and dotted with unique sedgy glades, the 
area harbors many northem, rare, and endemic 
plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree. By cormecting Torreya State 
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the 
south and with limestone glades to the north, and 
by protecting forests on the west bank ofthe river, 
the Apalachicola River project will help preserve 
the water quality of the river - which feeds the 
productive Apalachicola Bay - and the unique spe-
cies and biological commimities ofthe region, as 
well as provide the pubhc with scenic areas for 
hiking, boat laimching, and other recreational pur-
suits. 

Managers 
Division ofRecreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection. The 
Division ofForestry will manage the Sweetwater 
Creek tiact for ten years after acquisition, after 
which DRP will manage it. 

General Description 
This project includes much of Florida's upland 
glades natural community, currently not repre-
sented on conservation lands, and harbors several 

globally rare plant species as well as 16 species 
occurring nowhere else in Florida. It consists of 
four tiacts of land along the upper Apalachicola 
River: 1) a large ttact on the east bank, running 
south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya State 
Park, mcludes rich upland and floodplain forests 
and most ofthe upland glades in the state. It shel-
ters several exttemely rare plants such as the 
Florida torreya; 2) The Land property, west ofthe 
former area, contains floodplain forest important 
for southeastem and gray bats; 3) The Atidns Tract, 
west of Torreya State Park, contained excellent 
floodplain forest and sandhills, but has reportedly 
been timbered recently; 4) The Sweetwater Creek 
tiact, cormectmg Torreya State Park with a Na-
ture Conservancy preserve, mcludes some ofthe 
deepest steephead ravines in the state, with unique 
hardwood forests harboring many rare plants and 
arumals. The uplands between the steepheads are 
a sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola 
has a high potential for archaeological sites; sev-
eral are aheady known. All these areas are threat-
ened by timbering and unrestricted vehicular ac-
cess. 

Public Use 
Portions of the project will be managed as state 
parks or preserves, wildlife management areas, and 
state forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, 
nature appreciation, limited himting and fishing, 
and boat launching. 

FNAI Elements | 
UPLAND GLADE G1/S1 
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1 
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/S1 
Florida torreya G1/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Fringed campion G2/S2 
Florida yew G2/S2 

67 elements known from project 

Placed on list 1991 

Project Area (Acres) 16,427 

Acres Acquired 346 

at a Cost of $240,000 

Acres Remaining 16,081 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $6,336,557 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 23 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The origmal Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) 
ttact consists of approximately 13 owners. The 
1992 addition includes 30 additional owners. Neal 
Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the 
three major owners, Neal by far the largest. The 
largest parcels in the Aspalaga Landmg (800 acres) 
ttact consist of the same three ownerships, with 
Soterra owning the most acreage. The largest 
owner hi Sweetwater Creek (9,145 acres) is St. 
Joe. 

On July 14,1995, tiie LAMAC added a 374-acre 
ttact (Land property) to the project boimdary. The 
ttact is across the Apalachicola River from the 

Gadsden Glades ttact and ahnost adjacent to the 
Sneads Cave site ofthe SE Bat Matemity Caves 
project. :;.̂^ '̂ 1.,I 

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC ttansferred 
the Atkins/TrammeU ttact (3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher ttact (544 acres within the 9,145 acre 
Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee category. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and The Nature Conservancy have provided 
information and assistance with this project. It is 
not a Bargain/Shared project, however. | 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the 
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve 
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper 
Apalachicola River, uruque in North America, that 
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and 
arumals; to conserve and restore these important 
ecosystems and then: plant and animal resources 
through purchase because regulation carmot 
adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several significant archaeological sites. The 
project should be managed imder the single-use 
concept, with management activities being 
directed toward the preservation of steephead 
streams, hardwood forests, glades, and 
archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. 
The project, when completed, will include most 
ofthe bluffs and ravines in private ownership and 
will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with 
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and 
location to achieve the management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualificationsfor state designation The unique 
and sensitive forests, glades, and stieams on the 
east side ofthe Apalachicola River qualify these 
lands as state forests, parks, and preserves. The 
Atkins ttact on the west side ofthe river has the 

size and wildhfe resources to qualify as a wildlife 
management area. 
Manager The Division ofRecreation and Parks 
should manage the areas east ofthe Apalachicola 
River. The Division of Forestry, however, will 
manage the Sweetwater Creek ttact for the first 
ten years after the state acquires it. The Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission will manage 
the Atkins fract. 1
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The portions of the project in the vicinity of the 
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be 
high-need management areas with emphasis on 
public recreational use and development 
compatible with resource protection and 
management. During an initial 10-year period in 
which the Division ofForestry will restore natural 
pine forests on the Sweetwater Creek ttact, the 
site will be a low-need management area. i 
Timetablefor implementing managementWxHam 
the first year after acquisition, management 
activities will concenttate on site security, natural 
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward 
the development of a plan for long-term public 
use and resource management. j 
Revenue-generating potential No significant 
revenue is expected to be generated irutially after 
the lands are placed imder management of the 
Division ofRecreation and Parks. It will probably 
be several years before any significant public 
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facilities are developed. The degree of future 
revenue generated wiU depend on the nature and 
extent of pubhc use and facilities. 

Apalachicola River - Priority 23 

Cooperators in management No local 
govemments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $83,306 $72,319 Salary $105,910 $105,910 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 OPS $0 $0 
Expense $16,800 $49,730 Expense $30,000 $30,000 
OCO $101,252 $1,000 OCO $168,000 $13,000 
FCO $0 $0 FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 TOTAL $303,910 $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319 
OPS $44,720 $44,720 
Expense $49,730 $49,730 
OCO $81,527 $1,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769 

181 

94



o k bghbnk  hudq  Oqhnqhsx 23 

A L  

3G MFS0M 

I RNM 

1  A

GNTM 

FT E 

FDN F  

F CRCDM 

AD S  

V T  

,on 
o k bghbnk  hudq Nudquhdv

F bkr cdm, kgnt m,I bj r nm, kk)dqsx nt mshdr  

L o Rgdds 1  
Rv ddsv sdq qdde  Rhsd 

L o Rgdds 2  
sj hmr  Rhsd 

L oRgddsR  
r o k f  Rhsd 

L o Rgdds 4  
F crcdm Fk cdr  Rhsd 

 

10 15 L hkdr  

' 

182 

95



Apalachicola River - Priority 23 

Apalachicola River: Map ShRfit 1 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 23 

Apalachicola River: Map Sheet 3 
Gadsden County 

•-H; 

Acquired 

Essential Parcai(s) Remaining 

Carl Project Boundary 

Federal Land 

Locai or Private Managed Area 

^ ^ StateLand 

< ^ ^ ) State Aquatic Preserve 

Other CARL Prpject 

rh\^ 
I Apalachicola River 

MapSheetS 

B*y 

Cdhoun 

2 Miles 

184 

NOTE:  Missing "Map Sheet 2" accurately reflects 2001 Florida Forever report, which is also missing Map Sheet 2
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Apalachicola River - Priority 23 

Apalachicola River: Map Sheet 4 
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Apalachicola River 
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties 

Priority 21 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines 
ofthe northern Apalachicola River valley are some 
of the most significant natural features of the 
southeastern Coastal Plain. Covered with rich 
forests and dotted with unique sedgy glades, the 
area harbors many northern, rare, and endemic 
plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree. By connecting Torreya State 
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the 
south and with limestone glades to the north, and 
by protecting forests on the west bank ofthe river, 
the Apalachicola River project v̂ dll help preserve 
the water quality of the river—^which feeds the 
productive Apalachicola Bay—and the unique 
species and biological communities ofthe region, 
as well as provide the public with sceruc areas for 
hiking, boat laimching, and other recreational pur-
suits. 

Managers 
Division ofRecreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection. The 
Division ofForestry will manage the Sweetwater' 
Creek tract for ten years after acquisition, after 
which DRP will manage it. 

General Description 
This project includes much of Florida's upland 
glades natural community, currently not repre-
sented on conservation lands, and harbors several 
globally rare plant species as well as 16 species 

FNAI Elements 
UPLAND GLADE 
Apalachicola rosemary 
Alabama anglepod 
Curtiss' loosestrife 
Florida tonreya 
Red-cockaded woodpecker 
Fringed campion 
Florida yew 

G1/S1 
G1/S1 
G1/S1 
G1/S1 
G1/S1 
G2/S2 
G2/S2 
G2/S2 

67 elements known from project 

occurring nowhere else in Florida. It consists of 
three tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola 
River: 1) a large tract on the east bank, running 
south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya State 
Park, includes rich upland and floodplain forests 
and most ofthe upland glades in the state. It shel-
ters several extremely rare plants such as the 
Florida torreya; 2) The Land property, west ofthe 
former area, contains floodplain forest important 
for southeastern and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater 
Creek tract, cormecting Torreya State Park with a 
Nature Conservancy preserve, includes some of 
the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with 
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare 
plants and animals. The uplands between the 
steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The upper 
Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeologi-
cal sites; several are aheady known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted 
vehicular access. 

Public Use 
Portions of tiie project will be managed as state 
parks or preserves, wildlife management areas, and 
state forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, 
nature appreciation, hmited himting and fishing, 
and boat launching. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) 
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 
1992 addition includes 30 additional owners. Neal 

Placed on list 

Project Area (Acres) 

Acres Acquired 

at a Cost of 

Acres Remaining 

1991 

7,127 

0 

$0 

7,127 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $2,808,322 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 21 

Land «& Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the 
three major owners, Neal by far the largest. The 
largest parcels in the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) 
tract consist of the same three ownerships, with 
Soterra owning the most acreage. The largest 
owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145 acres) is St. 
Joe. 

On July 14,1995, tiie LAMAC added a 374-acre 
tract (Land property) to the project boimdary. The 
tract is across the Apalachicola River from the 
Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to the 
Sneads Cave site ofthe SE Bat Maternity Caves 
project. 

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred 
the Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre 
Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee category. 

On May 6,1999, the Coimcil designated an addi-
tional 11,800 acres as "essential". 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management Dis-
trict and The Nature Conservancy have provided 
information and assistance with this project. It is 
not a Bargain/Shared project, however. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the 
Apalachicola River CARL project are: to conserve 
the rich bluffs and ravines along the upper 
Apalachicola River, unique in North America, that 
provide critical habitat for many rare plants and 
animals; to conserve and restore these important 
ecosystems and their plant and animal resources 
through purchase because regulation carmot 
adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several significant archaeological sites. The 
project should be managed imder the single-use 
concept, with management activities being 
directed toward the preservation of steephead 
streams, hardwood forests, glades, and 
archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pme forests. 
The project, when completed, will include most 
ofthe bluffs and ravines m private ownership and 
will link a Nature Conservancy preserve with 
Torreya State Park. It has the appropriate size and 
location to achieve the management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualificationsfor state designation The imique 
and sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the 
east side ofthe Apalachicola River qualify these 
lands as state forests, parks, and preserves. The 
Atkins tract on the west side of the river has the 
size and wildlife resources to qualify as a wildlife 
management area. - r 

Manager The Division of Recreation and Parks 
should manage the areas east ofthe Apalachicola 
River. The Division of Forestry, however, will 
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first 
ten years after the state acquires it. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The portions of the project in the vicinity of the 
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be 
high-need management areas with emphasis on 
public recreational use and development 
compatible with resource protection and 
management. During an iiutial 10-year period in 
which the Division ofForestry will restore natural 
pine forests on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the 
site will be a low-need management area. 
Timetablefor implementing management Within 
the first year after acquisition, management 
activities will concentrate on site security, natural 
and cultural resource protection, and efforts toward 
the development of a plan for long-term public 
use and resource management. 
Revenue-generating potential No significant 
revenue is expected to be generated initially after 
the lands are placed under management of the 
Division ofRecreation and Parks. It will probably 
be several years before any significant public 
facihties are developed. The degree of future 
revenue generated will depend on the nature and 
extent of public use and facilities. 
Cooperators in management activities No local 
govemments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Apalachicola River - Priority 21 

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary ' $83,306 $72,319 Salary $105,910 $105,910 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 OPS $0 $0 
Expense $16,800 $49,730 Expense $30,000 $30,000 
OCO $101,252 $1,000 OCO $168,000 $13,000 
FCO $0 $0 FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 TOTAL $303,910 $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319 
OPS $44,720 $44,720 
Expense $49,730 $49,730 
OCO $81,527 $1,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769 

;;f^?.-fv: 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 21 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 21 

Apalachicola River: Map Sheet 1 
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NOTE: Original bound volume for 2001 is also missing Map #2, so this reflects published report. 
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Apalachicola River - Priority 21 

Apalachicola River: Map Sheet 3 
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Revenue-generating potential No significant 
revenue is expected to be generated initially after 
the lands are placed under management of the DRP. 
It will probably be several years before any 
significant public facilities are developed. The 

Apalachicola River - Group B/Full Fee 

degree of future revenue generated will depend on 
the nature and extent of public use and facilities. 
Cooperators In management activities No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $83,306 $72,319 Salary $105,910 $105,910 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 OPS $0 $0 
Expense $16,800 $49,730 Expense $30,000 $30,000 
OCO $101,252 $1,000 OCO $168,000 $13,000 
FCO $0 $0 FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 TOTAL $303,910 $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319 
OPS $44,720 $44,720 
Expense $49,730 $49,730 
OCO $81,527 $1,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769 
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Apalachicola River 
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties 

Group A 
Full Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines 
of the northern Apalachicola River valley are some 
of the most significant natural features of the 
southeastern Coastal Plain. Covered with rich 
forests and dotted with unique sedgy glades, the 
area harbors many northern, rare, and endemic 
plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya free. By coimecting Torreya State 
Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the 
south and with limestone glades to the north, and 
by protecting forests on the west bank of the river, 
the Apalachicola River project will help preserve 
the water quality of the river—which feeds the 
productive Apalachicola Bay—and the unique 
species and biological communities of the region, 
as well as provide the public with scenic areas for 
hiking, boat launching, and other recreational pur-
suits. 

Managers 
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Enviromnental Protection. The 
Division of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating 
manager for the Sweetwater Creek tract in manag-
ing the forest resources, and timber issues related 
to plaiming and implementation of forest manage-
ment activities, and provide assistance in devel-
oping prescribed bum plans. 

General Description 
This project includes much of Florida's upland 
glades natural community, currently not represented 
on conservation lands, and harbors several glo-
bally rare plant species as well as 16 species oc-
curring nowhere else in Florida. It consists of three 
tracts of land along the upper Apalachicola River: 
1) a large tract on the east bank, running south from
near Chattahoochee to Torreya State Park, includes
rich upland and floodplain forests and most of the
upland glades in the state. It shelters several ex-
tremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 2)
The Land property, west of the former area, con-
tains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conser-
vancy preserve, includes some of the deepest
steephead ravines in the state, with unique hard-
wood forests harboring many rare plants and ani-
mals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several
are already known. All these areas are threatened
by timbering and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use 
Portions of the project will be managed as state 
parks or preserves, wildlife management areas, and 
state forests. It will allow such uses as hiking, 
nature appreciation, limited hunting and fishing, 
and boat launching. 
4^ ' . 

FNAI Elements Placed on list 

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 

1991 
UPLAND GLADE 
Apalachicola rosemary 

G1/S1 
G1/S1 

Placed on list 

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 14,841 

Alabama anglepod G1/S1 Acres Acquired 681 

Curtiss' loosestrife 
Florida torreya 
Red-cockaded woodpecker 

G1/S1 
G1/S1 
G2/S2 

at a Cost of 

Acres Remaining 

$912,000 

14,160 

Fringed campion G2/S2 with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $5,792,257 

Florida yew G2/S2 

: : : • - , . . . . 67 elements known from project : : : • - , . . . . 
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Apalachicola River- Group A/Full Fee 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) 
tract consists of approximately 13 owners. The 
1992 addition includes 30 additional owners. Neal 
Land & Timber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the 
three major owners, Neal by far the largest. The 
largest parcels in the Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) 
tract consist of the same three ownerships, with 
Soterra owning the most acreage. The largest 
owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145 acres) is St. 
Joe. 

On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre 
tract (Land property) to the project boundary. The 
tract is across the Apalachicola River from the 
Gadsden Glades tract and almost adjacent to the 
Sneads Cave site of the SE Bat Maternity Caves 
project. 

On December 5,1996, the LAMAC transferred the 
Atkins/Trammell fract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher 
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater 
site) to the Less-Than-Fee category. 

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an addi-
tional 11,800 acres as "essential". 

On April 6,2001, the Council removed the Atkins 
tract site from the project because the resources 
had been compromised and negotiations had 
reached an impasse. 

On April 25, 2002 the Council added the Corbin/ 
Tuckee site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary. 

The Hatcher parcel (681 acres) was acquired in 2002. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management District 
and The Nature Conservancy have provided infor-
mation and assistance with this project. It is not a 
Bargain/Shared project, however. 

;->J..': 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the 
Apalachicola River project are: to conserve the rich 
bluffs and ravines along the upper Apalachicola 
River, unique in North America, that provide 
critical habitat for many rare plants and animals; 
to conserve and restore these important ecosystems 
and their plant and animal resources through 
purchase because regulation cannot adequately 
protect them; to provide areas for natural-resource-
based recreation; and to preserve several significant 
archaeological sites. The project should be 
managed under the single-use concept, with 
management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood 
forests, glades, and archaeological sites, the 
removal of pine plantations, and restoration of 
natural pine forests. The project, when completed, 
will include most of the bluffs and ravines in private 
ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy 
preserve with Torreya State Park. It has the 
appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique 
and sensitive forests, glades, and sfreams on the east 
side of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as 
state forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins fract 
on the west side of the river has the size and wildlife 
resources to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The DRP should manage the areas east of 
the Apalachicola River. The DOF, however, will 
manage the Sweetwater Creek fract for the first ten 
years after the state acquires it. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The portions of the project in the vicinity of the 
Torreya State Park and east of the river will be 
high-need management areas with emphasis on 
public recreational use and development 
compatible with resource protection and 
management. During an initial 10-year period in 
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek fract, the site will be a low-need 
management area. 
Timetable for implementing managementWithin 
the first year after acquisition, management activities 
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will concentrate on site security, natural and cultural 
resource protection, and efforts toward the 
development of a plan for long-term public use and 
resource management. 
Revenue-generating potential No significant 
revenue is expected to be generated initially after the 
lands are placed under management of the DRP. It 

Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

will probably be several years before any significant 
public facilities are developed. The degree of future 
revenue generated will depend on the nature and 
extent of public use and facilities. 
Cooperators in management activities No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring 
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $83,306 $72,319 Salary $105,910 $105,910 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 OPS $0 $0
Expense $16,800 $49,730 Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $101,252 $1,000 OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0 FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 TOTAL $303,910 $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL ,- CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319 
OPS $44,720 $44,720 
Expense $49,730 $49,730 
OCO $81,527 $1,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769 
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Apalachicola River- Group A/Full Fee 
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Apalachicola River- Group A/Full Fee 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

Apalachicola River: Map Sheet 2 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

CARLPralM 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

Apalachicola River: Map Sheet 4 
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Apalachicola River Boundary Amendment 
Group A Project 

J Amended February 7, 2003 

Background Information: \ S 

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) proposed 
adding 3,113.87 acres (with a taxed assessed 
value of $764,996) to the Apalachicola River 
Florida Forever project. The addition consists 
of four owners and was proposed for fee-
simple as well as less-than-fee acquisition. The 
landowners were contacted by the sponsors 
and are willing sellers. The Apalachicola River 
project is a Group A project. 

On Febmary 7, 2003 the Acquisition and 
Restoration Council (ARC) voted on the 
consent agenda to add these parcels to the 
Apalachicola River project. 

Resource Information; 

The addition is comprised of five separate 
tracts located in Gadsden and Liberty counties. 
The following is a brief description of each of 
the tracts. 

O Soterra Crooked Creek Tract: The tract is 
comprised of approximately 447 acres and is 
contiguous with the eastern boundary of the 
existing project. The natural communities on 
the tract include slope forest, upland mixed 
forest, and upland pine forest. The applicant 
reports that the slope forest and portions of the 
upland pine forest represent the highest quality 
resources on the tract; while the upland mixed 
forest has been disturbed by past silvicultural 
activities. This tract is proposed for fee-simple 
acquisition. A FNAI evaluation of the boundary 
addition determined that a well-developed 
upland hardwood/slope forest occurs above the 
creek. Good to high quality upland mixed 
forest and upland pine forest occur further 
upslope and on the ridges. Pine plantation is 
apparent on several of the ridge-tops; however 
the acreage is low, and the disturbance is 
described as minimal in the proposal. No rare 
species are recorded in the FNAI database. 

although a thorough survey has not been 
conducted. 
© Soterra Connector Tract: The tract is 
comprised of approximately 117 acres and 
provides a connection between the St. Joe 
Crooked Creek and Short Creek tracts already 
in the project boundaries. The tract was once 
dominated by good quality upland pine forest 
and upland mixed forest communities but has 
recently been clear-cut by Sotenra. This tract is 
proposed for fee-simple acquisition. A FNAI 
evaluation of the boundary addition determined 
that the tract is dominated by clearcut pine 
plantation above two forks of a seepage stream 
and its associated bottomland/upland mixed 
forest. No rare species are recored for this 
tract, although a thorough survey has not been 
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conducted. Purchase of this connector should 
be contingent upon purchase of the existing 
isolated parcel. 

® Thompson Tract: The tract is comprised 
of approximately 304 acres and is disjunct from 
the current project boundaries. The tract 
contains deep steephead ravines with good 
quality slope forests, and at least two seepage 
streams. The remainder of the uplands consist 
of disturbed upland mixed forest and/or upland 
pine forest. The tract is proposed for less-than-
fee acquisition. A FNAI evaluation of the 
boundary addition determined that the 
dominant feature of this property is an upland 
hardwood/slope forest community above Flat 
Creek, which bisects the property. TNC 
describes this community as high quality. The 
xeric uplands above the slopes are moderately 
to highly disturbed by past forestry practices 
and fire suppression. Torreya taxifolia 

(federally endangered) and Taxus floridana 
(state endangered) are documented in the 
FNAI database for the site. 

O Hatcher Tract: The tract is comprised of 
approximately 160 acres and is adjacent to the 
existing project boundaries. The tract consists 
of disturbed sandhill community that has been 
converted to a dense sand pine plantation. 
The tract is proposed for fee simple acquisition. 
A FNAI evaluation of the boundary addition 
determined the entire 160 acres is sand pine 
plantation on former sandhill. This tract is 
proposed for acquisition because Mr. Hatcher 
will not sell the portion of his property that is 
cun-ently in the project boundary unless this 
tract is included. Acquisition of the parcel 
cun^ently in the project (contingent on addition 
of this tract) would round out an important 
boundary along S.R. 12 between the TNC 
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Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve and 
the Torreya State Park Sweetwater Creek Tract/ 

® TNC upuis0Travelers Tract; The tract is 
comprised of 2-9 7 acres and is adjacent to the 
Hatcher conservation easement and Torreya 
State Park/ The Nature Conservancy currently 
owns the tract/ The tract consists of slope 
forest- seepage streams- upland mixed forest- 
and floodplain swamp communities that are 
reported to be of high quality/ pon sale of the 
tract- TNC will create a management 
endowment- to assist the ivision of Recreation 
and Parks in the restoration and management 
of the site/ The tract is proposed for fee simple 
acquisition/ A FNAI evaluation of the boundary 
addition determined that the property supports 
high quality slope forest- seepage streams- 
upland mixed forests- and floodplain swamp 
along the Apalachicola River/ The xeric ridges 
of the tract have been disturbed by historic 

forestry practices- and are in various stages of 
restoration/ At least twenty rare plants and 
animals occur in the upuis0Travelers Tract- 
including a substantial population of the 
federally ndangered Torreya taxifolia/ This 
tract is proposed for purchase by the state to 
facilitate management of Torreya State Pari  
and to increase recreational opportunities 
associated with the park/ 

Management; 

The ivision of Recreation and Parks is the 
designated manager for the project/ Parcels 
acquired in less.than.fee will be monitored and 
overseen through the Office of nvironmental 
Services- ivision of State Lands/ To the extent 
possible- the interests acquired by the Trustees 
through such agreements will complement and 
be compatible with the management objectives 
of the lead managing agency/ 

/ / ; 

4 

117



      

    
        

    
          

         
       

         
         

         
        

         
         

          
          

      
        
          

        
 

 
       
      

         
        

        
       
      

  
        

      
        

          
          

          

       
        

           
         
          
      

        
        

       
        
        

         
       
        

       
  

 
          

       
         
        

    
        

       
        
          
           

         
       

        
    

    
    

   
   

  
   

   
   

    
       

    

      

     

       

   

       

 

118



Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 
On July 14,1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract 
(Land property) to the project boundary. The tract is 
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project. 

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the 
Atkms/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher 
fract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site) 
to the Less-Than-Fee category. 

On May 6,1999, the Council designated an additional 
11,800 acres as "essential". 

On April 6,2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract 
site from the project because the resources had been 
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse. 

On April 25,2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker 
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary. 

The Hatcher parcel (681 acres) was acquired in 2002. 

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell 
(Atkins) tract to the project. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided infomiation and 
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared 
project, however. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines 
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North 
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare 
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these 
important ecosystems and their plant and animal 
resources through purchase because regulation cannot 
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several 
significant archaeological sites. The project should be 
managed under the single-use concept, with 
management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The 
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs 

and ravines in private ovmership and will link a Nature 
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has 
the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals. ;' 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to quality as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The DRP should manage the areas east of 
the Apalachicola River. The DOF, however, will 
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years 
after the state acquires it. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya 
State Park and east of the river will be high-need 
management areas witii emphasis on public recreational 
use and development compatible with resource 
protection and management. During an initial 10-year 
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests 
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area. 
Timetablefor implementing management Within the 
first year after acquisition, management activities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural 
resource protection, and efforts toward the development 
of a plan for long-term public use and resource 
management. 
Revenue-generatingpotentialHo significant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP. It will probably 
be several years before any significant public facilities 
are developed. The degree of fiiture revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities. 
Cooperators in management activities No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ 
Sweetwater Management Cost Summary DOF/ 
Category Startup Recurring Sweetwater 
Source of Funds CARL CARL Category Startup Recurring

Source of Funds CARL CARL
Salary $83,306 $72,319 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 Salary $105,910 $105,910
Expense $16,800 $49,730 OPS $0 $0
OCO $101,252 $1,000 Expense $30,000 $30,000
FCO $0 $0 OCO $168,000 $13,000
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319 
OPS $44,720 $44,720 
Expense $49,730 $49,730 
OCO $81,527 $1,000 
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

APALACHICOLA RIVER: OVERVIEW 
UBERTY, GADSDEN, CALHOUN, AND JACKSON COUNTIES 

12 
I Miles 

Gulf 0f Mexico 

APRIL 2003 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

APALACfflCOLA RIVER: MAP 1 OF 2 
UBERTY, GADSDEN, CALHOUN, AND JACKSON COUNTIES 

Rorida Forever Project Boundary 

^ ^ ^ Acquired 

g j j j gg l Essential Parcel(s) Remaining 

Other Honda l=orever BOT Projects 

\ / ^ / ^ State Owned Lands 

\ > ^ ^ Other Conservation Lands 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

Apalachicola River 
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties 

Group A 
Full Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines ofthe 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some ofthe most 
sigruficant natural features ofthe southeastern Coastal 
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya free. By cormecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank ofthe river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality ofthe 
river—^which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay— 
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits. ' ': 

Managers 
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment ofEnvironmental Protection. The Division 
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for 
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and inqjle-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide 
assistance in developing prescribed bum plans. 

General Description 
This project includes much of Florida's upland glades 
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant 
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in 
Florida. It consists of three fracts of land along the 
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large fract on the east 

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to 
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain 
forests and most ofthe upland glades in the state. It 
shelters several exfremely rare plants such as the Florida 
torreya; 2) The Land property, west ofthe former area, 
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern 
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy 
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals. The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation. The 
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known. All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access. 

PublicUse .
Portions ofthe project will be managed as state parks 
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests. It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract 
consists of approximately 13 owners. The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners. Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest. The largest parcels in the 
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist ofthe same 
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145 
acres) is St. Joe. 

FNAI Elements | 
UPLAND GLADE G1/S1 1 
lApalachicola rosemary G1/S1 
Alabama anglepod G1/S1 
Curtiss' loosestrife G1/S1 
Florida torreya G1/S1 
Red-cockacied woodpecker G2/S2 
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2 1 

67 elements known from project | 

Placed on list 1991 

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940 

Acres Acquired 637 

at a Cost of $912,000 

Acres Remaining 18,303 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $7,486,842 
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On July 14,1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre fract 
(Land property) to the project boundary. The fract is 
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades 
fract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site ofthe 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project. 

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC ti^sferred the 
Atkins/Trammell fract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher 
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site) 
to the Less-Than-Fee category. "̂  ! "'s';?? v̂  

On May 6,1999, the Council designated an additional 
11,800 acres as "essential". 

On April 6,2001, the Council removed the Atkins fract 
site from the project because the resources had been 
conqjromised and negotiations had reached an impasse. 

On April 25,2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker 
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary. 

The Hatcher parcel (681 acres) was acquired in 2002. 

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell 
(Atkins) fract to the project. ' .; 

On February 7, 2003 the Council added five fracts to 
the project boundaries. They are the Soterra Crooked 
Creek Tract (447 acres), the Soterra Cormector Tract 
(117 acres), the Thompson Tract (304 acres), the 
Hatcher Tract (160 acres) and the TNC Dupuis/ 
Traveler's Tract (1,846 acres). 

On October 17,2003 the Council added 1,244 acres of 
the Glerm Summers fract to the project boundaries. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and 
assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/Shared 
project,however. ;->;.,":;;;^ : , i •: 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management ofthe Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines 
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North 
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare 
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these 
important ecosystems and their plant and animal 
resources through purchase because regulation cannot 

Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several 
significant archaeological sites. The project should be 
managed under the single-use concept, with 
management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead sfreams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. The 
project, when conpleted, will include most ofthe bluffs 
and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature 
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. It has 
the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and sfreams on the east side 
ofthe Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins fract on the 
west side ofthe river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
Manager The DRP should manage the areas east of 
the Apalachicola River. The DOF, however, will 
manage the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years 
after the state acquires it. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya 
State Park and east of the river will be high-need 
management areas with emphasis on public recreational 
use and development compatible with resource 
protection and management. During an initial 10-year 
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests 
on the Sweetwater Creek fract, the site will be a low-
need management area. 
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
first year after acquisition, management activities will 
concenfrate on site security, natural and cultural 
resource protection, and efforts toward the development 
of a plan for long-term public use and resource 
management. 
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management ofthe DRP. It will probably 
be several years before any significant public facilities 
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities. 
Cooperators in management activities No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee

GULF I 

APALACHICOLA RIVER: OVERVIEW 
JACKSON, GADSDEN, UBERTY, AND CALHOUN COUNTIES 

12 
Miles OulfofMtxico 

MARCH 2004 

m̂ 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

APALACHICOLA RIVER: MAP 1 OF 2 
JACKSON, GADSDEN, UBERTY, A N D CALHOUN COUNTIES 

Florida Forever BOT Project Boundary 

Essential Parcel(s) Remaining 

TNC Owned Lands Within Project 

TNC Managed Conservation Easement 

Otiier Florida Forever BOT Projects 

State Owned Lands ^ 

Other Conservation Lands 

2 4
Miles MARCH 2004 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

APALACHICOLA RIVER: MAP 2 OF 2 
CALHOUN AND UBERTY COUNTIES 

Florida Forever BOT Project Boundary 

Essential Parcel(s) Remaining 

Ottier Conservation Lands 

Ottif of Mexico 

I Miles MARCH 2004 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee 

Managemeni Cost Summary DRP/ 
Sweetwater Management Cost Summary DOF/ 
Category Startup Recurring Sweetwater 
Source of Funds CARL CARL Category Startup Recurring

Source of Funds CARL CARL 
Salary $83,306 $72,319 
OPS $24,960 $44,720 Salary $105,910 $105,910 
Expense $16,800 $49,730 OPS $0 $0 
OCO $101,252 $1,000 Expense $30,000 $30,000
FCO $0 $0 OCO $168,000 $13,000 
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769 FCO $0 $0 

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North 
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL 

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0 
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less Than Fee

Apalachicola River
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and imple-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide
assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals.  The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation.  The
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known.  All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning and Status
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract
consists of approximately 13 owners.  The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners.  Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest.  The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145
acres) is St. Joe.

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 915

at a Cost of $1,759,074

Acres Remaining 18,025

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $7,354,474
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less Than Fee
On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary.  The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an additional
11,800 acres as “essential”.

On April 6, 2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract
site from the project because the resources had been
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (637 acres) was acquired in 2002.

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell
(Atkins) tract to the project.

On February 7, 2003 the Council added five tracts to
the project boundaries. They are the Soterra Crooked
Creek Tract (447 acres), the Soterra Connector Tract
(117 acres), the Thompson Tract (304 acres), the
Hatcher Tract (160 acres) and the TNC Dupuis/
Traveler’s Tract (1,846 acres).

On October 17, 2003 the Council added 1,244 acres of
the Glenn Summers tract to the project boundaries.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  The
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs
and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has
the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager  The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public recreational
use and development compatible with resource
protection and management.  During an initial 10-year
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area.

Continued on Page 29
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Management Cost Summary DRP/
Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/
Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the development
of a plan for long-term public use and resource
management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest re-
sources, and timber issues related to planning and imple-
mentation of forest management activities, and provide
assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to
Torreya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern
and gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, con-
necting Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy
preserve, includes some of the deepest steephead ra-
vines in the state, with unique hardwood forests har-
boring many rare plants and animals.  The uplands be-
tween the steepheads are a sand pine plantation.  The
upper Apalachicola has a high potential for archaeo-
logical sites; several are already known.  All these ar-
eas are threatened by timbering and unrestricted ve-
hicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
The original Gadsden County Glades (1,912 acres) tract
consists of approximately 13 owners.  The 1992 addi-
tion includes 30 additional owners.  Neal Land & Tim-
ber Co., St. Joe and Soterra are the three major own-
ers, Neal by far the largest.  The largest parcels in the
Aspalaga Landing (800 acres) tract consist of the same
three ownerships, with Soterra owning the most acre-
age. The largest owner in Sweetwater Creek (9,145
acres) is St. Joe.

FNAI Elements
UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 3,040

at a Cost of $3,883,574

Acres Remaining 15,900

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $6,487,442
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On July 14, 1995, the LAMAC added a 374-acre tract
(Land property) to the project boundary.  The tract is
across the Apalachicola River from the Gadsden Glades
tract and almost adjacent to the Sneads Cave site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the LAMAC transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (3,210 acres) and the Hatcher
tract (544 acres within the 9,145 acre Sweetwater site)
to the Less-Than-Fee category.

On May 6, 1999, the Council designated an additional
11,800 acres as “essential”.

On April 6, 2001, the Council removed the Atkins tract
site from the project because the resources had been
compromised and negotiations had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002 the Council added the Corbin/Tucker
site (2,242 acres) to the project boundary.

The Hatcher parcel (637 acres) was acquired in 2002.

In August of 2002, the Council added the Trammell
(Atkins) tract to the project.

On February 7, 2003 the Council added five tracts to
the project boundaries. They are the Soterra Crooked
Creek Tract (447 acres), the Soterra Connector Tract
(117 acres), the Thompson Tract (304 acres), the
Hatcher Tract (160 acres) and the TNC Dupuis/
Traveler’s Tract (1,846 acres).

On October 17, 2003 the Council added 1,244 acres of
the Glenn Summers tract to the project boundaries.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with
management activities being directed toward the
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests,
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  The
project, when completed, will include most of the bluffs
and ravines in private ownership and will link a Nature
Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has
the appropriate size and location to achieve the
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager  The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya
State Park and east of the river will be high-need
management areas with emphasis on public recreational
use and development compatible with resource
protection and management.  During an initial 10-year
period in which the DOF will restore natural pine forests
on the Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-
need management area.

Continued on Page 29
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Management Cost Summary DRP/
Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/
Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural
resource protection, and efforts toward the development
of a plan for long-term public use and resource
management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for
management of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known.  All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The
Apalachicola River, Phase I project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 3,873

at a Cost of $5,717,574

Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $6,147,565
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Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests.  The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager  The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 27

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory.  A 613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

development compatible with resource protection and
management.  During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known.  All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The
Apalachicola River, Phase I project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 3,873

at a Cost of $5,717,574

Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $6,147,565
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Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests.  The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 28

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory.  A 613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

development compatible with resource protection and
management.  During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less Than Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known.  All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The
Apalachicola River, Phase I project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 3,873

at a Cost of $5,717,574

Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $6,147,565
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Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests.  The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 28

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory.  A 613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

development compatible with resource protection and
management.  During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Gadsden, Liberty, Calhoun, and Jackson Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known.  All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The
Apalachicola River, Phase I project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 3,873

at a Cost of $5,717,574

Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $6,147,565
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee
Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests.  The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 30

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory.  A 613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

development compatible with resource protection and
management.  During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola
River project will help preserve the water quality of the
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection.  The Division of
Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for the
Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest resources,
and timber issues related to planning and implementa-
tion of forest management activities, and provide assis-
tance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades
natural community, currently not represented on con-
servation lands, and harbors several globally rare plant
species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere else in
Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along the
upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east

bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Tor-
reya State Park, includes rich upland and floodplain
forests and most of the upland glades in the state.  It
shelters several extremely rare plants such as the Florida
torreya; 2) The Land property, west of the former area,
contains floodplain forest important for southeastern and
gray bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting
Torreya State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve,
includes some of the deepest steephead ravines in the
state, with unique hardwood forests harboring many rare
plants and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads
are a sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has
a high potential for archaeological sites; several are al-
ready known.  All these areas are threatened by timber-
ing and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks
or preserves, wildlife management areas, and state for-
ests.  It will allow such uses as hiking, nature apprecia-
tion, limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River
and Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachi-
cola Bay, and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The
Apalachicola River, Phase I project included the
Aspalaga Landing tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins
tract (3,210 acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County
Glades (1,912 acres/13 owners) and had an estimated
tax value of $4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 3,873

at a Cost of $5,717,574

Acres Remaining 15,067

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $6,147,565
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee
Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and
The Nature Conservancy have provided information and
assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/Shared
project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and ravines
along the upper Apalachicola River, unique in North
America, that provide critical habitat for many rare
plants and animals; to conserve and restore these
important ecosystems and their plant and animal
resources through purchase because regulation cannot
adequately protect them; to provide areas for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve several
significant archaeological sites.  The project should be
managed under the single-use concept, with management
activities being directed toward the preservation of
steephead streams, hardwood forests, glades, and
archaeological sites, the removal of pine plantations,
and restoration of natural pine forests.  The project, when
completed, will include most of the bluffs and ravines
in private ownership and will link a Nature Conservancy
preserve with Torreya State Park.  It has the appropriate
size and location to achieve the management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation The unique and
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side of
the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State
Park and east of the river will be high-need management
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and

Continued on Page 30

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre ad-
dition (Land property) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the
Atkins/Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and
the Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee cat-
egory.  A 613-acre conservation easement was acquired
on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration Coun-
cil (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site (ap-
proximately 3,210 acres) from the project because the
resources had been compromised and negotiations had
reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee,
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously
known as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and
had a taxable value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 4
landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of
$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract,
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract,
160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846
acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwa-
ter
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0

TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

development compatible with resource protection and
management.  During an initial 10-year period in which
the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the
first year after acquisition, management activities will
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No significant revenue
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably
be several years before any significant public facilities
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local
governments or others are recommended for management
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Purpose for State Acquisition
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 
signifi cant natural features of the southeastern Coastal 
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of the 
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The Division 
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for 
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest 
resources, and timber issues related to planning and 
implementation of forest management activities, and 
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn 
plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 
natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along 

the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya 
State Park, includes rich upland and fl oodplain forests 
and most of the upland glades in the state.  It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains 
fl oodplain forest important for southeastern and gray 
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with 
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants 
and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads are a 
sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already 
known.  All these areas are threatened by timbering 
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.  
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and fi shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and 
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 
River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of 
$4,532,300.

FNAI Elements

UPLAND GLADE G1/S1
Apalachicola rosemary G1/S1
Alabama anglepod G1/S1
Curtiss’ loosestrife G1/S1
Florida torreya G1/S1
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2
Fringed campion G2/S2
Florida yew G2/S2

67 elements known from project

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 5,417*

at a Cost of $8,702,682*

Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn 
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided information 
and assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique 
in North America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several signifi cant archaeological sites.  The project 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  
The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a 
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifi cations for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands 
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old 
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage 
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the fi rst ten years after 
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river will be high-need management 
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible with resource protection 
and management.  During an initial 10-year period in 
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the 

Continued on Page 30

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre 
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre 
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It 
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of 
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the 
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee 
category.  A 613-acre conservation easement was 
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999 the LAMAC designated an additional 
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration 
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site 
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 
2 owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and a taxable 
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously known 
as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored 
by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable 
value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple 
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra 
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306  $72,319 
OPS $24,960  $44,720 
Expense $16,800  $49,730 
OCO $101,252  $1,000 
FCO $0  $0 
TOTAL $226,318  $167,769 

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910  $105,910 
OPS $0  $0 
Expense $30,000  $30,000 
OCO $168,000  $13,000 
FCO $0  $0 
TOTAL $303,910  $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319  $72,319 
OPS $44,720  $44,720 
Expense $49,730  $49,730 
OCO $81,527  $1,000 
FCO $0  $0 
TOTAL $248,296  $167,769

Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
fi rst year after acquisition, management activities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan 
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No signifi cant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably 
be several years before any signifi cant public facilities 
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local 
governments or others are recommended for management 
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties

Group A
Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Purpose for State Acquisition
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 
signifi cant natural features of the southeastern Coastal 
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of the 
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The Division 
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for 
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest 
resources, and timber issues related to planning and 
implementation of forest management activities, and 
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn 
plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 
natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya 
State Park, includes rich upland and fl oodplain forests 
and most of the upland glades in the state.  It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
fl oodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known.  All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.  
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and fi shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and 
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 5,417*

at a Cost of $8,702,682*

Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra 
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn 
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided information 
and assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique 
in North America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several signifi cant archaeological sites.  The project 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  
The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a 
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifi cations for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands 
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old 
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage 

Continued on Page 30

River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of 
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre 
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre 
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It 
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of 
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the 
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee 
category.  A 613-acre conservation easement was 
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional 
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration 
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site 
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2 
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable 
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously known 
as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored 
by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable 
value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple 
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of 
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Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306  $72,319
OPS $24,960  $44,720
Expense $16,800  $49,730
OCO $101,252  $1,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $226,318  $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910  $105,910
OPS $0  $0
Expense $30,000  $30,000
OCO $168,000  $13,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $303,910  $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319  $72,319
OPS $44,720  $44,720
Expense $49,730  $49,730
OCO $81,527  $1,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $248,296  $167,769

the Sweetwater Creek tract for the fi rst ten years after 
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river will be high-need management 
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible with resource protection 
and management.  During an initial 10-year period in 
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
fi rst year after acquisition, management activities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan 
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No signifi cant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably 
be several years before any signifi cant public facilities 
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local 
governments or others are recommended for management 
of this project area.

183



24

Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Apalachicola River
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Purpose for State Acquisition
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 
signifi cant natural features of the southeastern Coastal 
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of the 
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The Division 
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for 
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest 
resources, and timber issues related to planning and 
implementation of forest management activities, and 
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn 
plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 
natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya 
State Park, includes rich upland and fl oodplain forests 
and most of the upland glades in the state.  It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
fl oodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known.  All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.  
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and fi shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and 
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 

Placed on list 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 5,417*

at a Cost of $8,702,682*

Acres Remaining 13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD

184



25

Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra 
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn 
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided information 
and assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique 
in North America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several signifi cant archaeological sites.  The project 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  
The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a 
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifi cations for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area.
Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands 
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old 
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage 
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the fi rst ten years after 
the state acquires it.

River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of 
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre 
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre 
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It 
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of 
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the 
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee 
category.  A 613-acre conservation easement was 
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional 
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition & Restoration 
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site 
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2 
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable 
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
1,514-acre addition (Trammel tract, previously known 
as Atkins tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored 
by the owners, Mr. & Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable 
value of $430,000.

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple 
& less-than-fee, 3,113-acre addition to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of 
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Apalachicola River - Group A/Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306  $72,319
OPS $24,960  $44,720
Expense $16,800  $49,730
OCO $101,252  $1,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $226,318  $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910  $105,910
OPS $0  $0
Expense $30,000  $30,000
OCO $168,000  $13,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $303,910  $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319  $72,319
OPS $44,720  $44,720
Expense $49,730  $49,730
OCO $81,527  $1,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $248,296  $167,769

Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river will be high-need management 
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible with resource protection 
and management.  During an initial 10-year period in 
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
fi rst year after acquisition, management activities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan 
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No signifi cant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably 
be several years before any signifi cant public facilities 
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local 
governments or others are recommended for management 
of this project area.
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Apalachicola River Group A 
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and Calhoun Counties Full Fee / Less-Than-Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 
significant natural features of the southeastern Coastal 
Plain. Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of the 
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay— 
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection. The Division 
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for 
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest 
resources, and timber issues related to planning and 
implementation of forest management activities, and 
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn 
plans.
General Description 
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 

natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida. It consists of three tracts of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya 
State Park, includes rich upland and fl oodplain forests 
and most of the upland glades in the state. It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
floodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals. The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation. The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known. All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use 
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests. 
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and fishing, and boat launching. 

Acquisition Planning 
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and 
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 

*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD 
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River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of 
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre 
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157. 

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre 
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It 
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of 
$282,712. The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project. 

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/ 
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the 
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee 
category.  A 613-acre conservation easement was 
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002. 

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional 
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels. 

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration 
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site 
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2 
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable 
value of $1,106,820. 

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel tract (that was 
previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/Trammell 
tract that was removed on April 6, 2001) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.  

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple 
and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of 

$764,996. The tracts break down as follows: Soterra 
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres. 

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn 
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645. 

On December 23, 2007, the NWFWMD purchased 
a 1,544 acre conservation easement from Robert D./ 
Kay S. Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and 
Meredith Trammell Roop for $2,985,108.  The CE is 
known as the Trammell tract. 

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided information 
and assistance with this project. It is not a Bargain/ 
Shared project, however. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique 
in North America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several significant archaeological sites. The project 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests. 
The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a 
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park. 
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves. The Atkins tract on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area. 
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Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands 
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old 
Gadsden Glades area. The DOF, however, will manage 
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the first ten years after 
the state acquires it. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river will be high-need management 
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible with resource protection 
and management. During an initial 10-year period in 
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area. 
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
first year after acquisition, management activities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan 
for long-term public use and resource management. 
Revenue-generating potential No signifi cant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably 
be several years before any significant public facilities 
are developed. The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area. 
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and
Calhoun Counties

Critical Natural Lands

Purpose for State Acquisition
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 
signifi cant natural features of the southeastern Coastal 
Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of the 
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The Division 
of Forestry (DOF) will be a cooperating manager for 
the Sweetwater Creek tract in managing the forest 
resources, and timber issues related to planning and 
implementation of forest management activities, and 
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 

natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya 
State Park, includes rich upland and fl oodplain forests 
and most of the upland glades in the state.  It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains
fl oodplain forest important for southeastern and gray
bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known.  All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.  
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and fi shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning
On December 7, 1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and 
Bay CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 

Placed on List 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired 5,417*

at a Cost of $8,702,682*

Acres Remaining   13,523

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $5,517,598
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD

196



25
September 2010

 Apalachicola River 

$764,996.  The tracts break down as follows: Soterra 
Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra Connector tract, 
117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; Hatcher tract, 160 
acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s tract, 1,846 acres.

On October 17, 2003, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers tract) to the 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owner, Glenn 
Summers, and had a taxable value of $91,645.

On December 23, 2007, the NWFWMD purchased 
a 1,544 acre conservation easement from Robert D./
Kay S. Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and 
Meredith Trammell Roop for $2,985,108.  The CE is 
known as the Trammell tract.

Coordination
The Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
The Nature Conservancy have provided information 
and assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique 
in North America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
several signifi cant archaeological sites.  The project 
should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  
The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a 
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals.

Management Prospectus
Qualifi cations for state designation The unique and 
sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the 
west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of 
$4,532,300.

On April 7, 1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre 
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 
owners and a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre 
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It 
was sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of 
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the 
SE Bat Maternity Caves project.

On December 5, 1996, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the 
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee 
category.  A 613-acre conservation easement was 
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On May 6, 1999, the LAMAC designated an additional 
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On April 6, 2001, the Acquisition and Restoration 
Council (ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site 
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2 
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable 
value of $1,106,820.

On August 15, 2002, the ARC approved a less-than-
fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel tract (that was 
previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/Trammell 
tract that was removed on April 6, 2001) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.  

On February 7, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple 
and less-than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 
4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 taxable value of 

197



26
September 2010

Apalachicola  River 198



27
September 2010

 Apalachicola River 199



28
September 2010

Apalachicola  River 200



29
September 2010

 Apalachicola River 

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306  $72,319
OPS $24,960  $44,720
Expense $16,800  $49,730
OCO $101,252  $1,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $226,318  $167,769

Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910  $105,910
OPS $0  $0
Expense $30,000  $30,000
OCO $168,000  $13,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $303,910  $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319  $72,319
OPS $44,720  $44,720
Expense $49,730  $49,730
OCO $81,527  $1,000
FCO $0  $0
TOTAL $248,296  $167,769

Manager The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands 
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old 
Gadsden Glades area.  The DOF, however, will manage 
the Sweetwater Creek tract for the fi rst ten years after 
the state acquires it.
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river will be high-need management 
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible with resource protection 
and management.  During an initial 10-year period in 
which the DOF will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area.
Timetable for implementing management Within the 
fi rst year after acquisition, management activities will 
concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan 
for long-term public use and resource management.
Revenue-generating potential No signifi cant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably 
be several years before any signifi cant public facilities 
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.
Cooperators in management activities  No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and  
Calhoun Counties

Critical Natural Lands

Purpose for State Acquisition
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 
signi cant natural features of the southeastern oastal 

lain   overed ith rich forests and dotted ith uni ue 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 

ith a ature onservancy preserve to the south and 
ith limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 

forests on the est bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River pro ect ill help preserve the ater uality of the 
river hich feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay
and the uni ue species and biological communities of 
the region, as ell as provide the public ith scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The Division 
of Forestry (D F) ill be a cooperating manager for 
the S eet ater reek tract in managing the forest 
resources, and timber issues related to planning and 
implementation of forest management activities, and 
provide assistance in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description
This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 

natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as ell as  species occurring no here 
else in Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River  ) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near hattahoochee to Torreya 
State Park, includes rich upland and oodplain forests 
and most of the upland glades in the state.  It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
) The and property, est of the former area, contains 
oodplain forest important for southeastern and gray 

bats; ) The S eet ater reek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park ith a ature onservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, ith 
uni ue hard ood forests harboring many rare plants 
and animals.  The uplands bet een the steepheads are a 
sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already 
kno n.  All these areas are threatened by timbering 
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project ill be managed as state parks or 
preserves, ildlife management areas, and state forests.  
It ill allo  such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 
limited hunting and shing, and boat launching.

Acquisition Planning 
n December , , the and Ac uisition Advisory 
ouncil ( AA ) separated the Apalachicola River and 

Bay AR  project into t o projects  Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 

Placed on List 1991

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 18,940

Acres Acquired                                                 5,970*

at a Cost of                                              $10,120,682*

Acres Remaining   12,970

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $5,291,974
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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, .  The tracts break do n as follo s  Soterra 
rooked reek tract,  acres; Soterra onnector tract, 

 acres; Thompson tract,  acres; atcher tract,  
acres; and T  Dupuis Traveler’s tract, ,  acres.

n ctober , , the AR  approved a less than
fee, , acre addition ( lenn Summers tract) to the 
project boundary. It as sponsored by the o ner, lenn 
Summers, and had a taxable value of , .  

n December , , the F D purchased 
a ,  acre conservation easement from Robert D.
Kay S. Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and 

eredith Trammell Roop for , , .  The E is 
kno n as the Trammell tract.

n September ,  DRP purchased  acres 
kno n as Torreya State Park Addition for , ,  
from Plum reek.  DRP ill manage.

Coordination
The orth est Florida ater anagement District and 
The ature onservancy have provided information 
and assistance ith this project.  It is not a Bargain
Shared project, ho ever.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, uni ue 
in orth America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot ade uately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural resource based recreation; and to preserve 
several signi cant archaeological sites.  The project 
should be managed under the single use concept, 

ith management activities being directed to ard the 
preservation of steephead streams, hard ood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  
The project, hen completed, ill include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private o nership and ill link a 

ature onservancy preserve ith Torreya State Park.  
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals.

Management Prospectus
 The uni ue and 

sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 

River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (  acres  o ners), Atkins tract ( ,  
acres  o ners), and adsden ounty lades ( ,  
acres  o ners) and had an estimated tax value of 

, , . 

n April , , the LAA  approved a , acre 
addition to the project boundary. It consisted of  
o ners and a taxable value of , , .

n uly , , the LAA  approved a acre 
addition (Land property) to the project boundary. It 

as sponsored by the o ner, and had a taxable value of 
, .  The tract is across from the adsden lades 

tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads ove site of the 
SE Bat aternity aves project.

n December , , the Land Ac uisition anagement 
Advisory ouncil (LA A ) transferred the Atkins
Trammell tract (approximately ,  acres) and the 

atcher tract (approximately  acres ithin the 
, acre S eet ater site) to the Less Than Fee 

category.  A acre conservation easement as 
ac uired on the atcher tract in .  

n ay , , the LA A  designated an additional 
,  acres (Lake imico) as essential parcels.

n April , , the Ac uisition and Restoration 
ouncil (AR ) removed the Atkins Trammell tract site 

(approximately ,  acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse.

n April , , the AR  approved a less than fee, 
, acre addition ( orbin Tucker site) to the project 

boundary. It as sponsored by the T , consisted of  
o ners, David orbin  Ken Tucker, and had a taxable 
value of , , .

n August , , the AR  approved a less than
fee, , acre addition of the Trammel tract (that as 
previously part of the , acre Atkins Trammell 
tract that as removed on April , ) to the project 
boundary. It as sponsored by the o ners, r. and rs. 
Trammel, and had a taxable value of , .  

n February , , the AR  approved a fee simple 
and less than fee , acre addition to the project 
boundary. It as sponsored by the T , consisted of 
 lando ners,  tracts, and had a  taxable value of 
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Management Cost Summary DOF/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910  $105,910
OPS $0  $0
Expense $30,000  $30,000 
OCO $168,000  $13,000 
FCO $0  $0 
TOTAL $303,910  $148,910 

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306  $72,319 
OPS $24,960  $44,720 
Expense $16,800  $49,730 
OCO $101,252  $1,000 
FCO $0  $0 
TOTAL $226,318  $167,769
 
Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319  $72,319 
OPS $44,720  $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

of the Apalachicola River ualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the 

est side of the river has the size and ildlife resources 
to ualify as a ildlife management area.

  The DRP ill manage the fee simple lands 
east of the river bet een S eet ater reek and the old 

adsden lades area.  The D F, ho ever, ill manage 
the S eet ater reek tract for the rst ten years after 
the state ac uires it.

 The 
portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river ill be high need management 
areas ith emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible ith resource protection 
and management.  During an initial year period in 

hich the D F ill restore natural pine forests on the 
S eet ater reek tract, the site ill be a lo need 
management area.   

 ithin the 
rst year after ac uisition, management activities ill 

concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts to ard the development of a plan 
for long term public use and resource management.

 o signi cant revenue 
is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It ill probably 
be several years before any signi cant public facilities 
are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated 

ill depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.  

  o local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area.
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Apalachicola River
Jackson, Gadsden, Liberty and
Calhoun Counties

Critical Natural Lands

Purpose for State Acquisition
The high plateaus, steep bluffs and deep ravines of the 
northern Apalachicola River valley are some of the most 

Plain.  Covered with rich forests and dotted with unique 
sedgy glades, the area harbors many northern, rare, and 
endemic plants and animals, such as the nearly extinct 
Florida Torreya tree.  By connecting Torreya State Park 
with a Nature Conservancy preserve to the south and 
with limestone glades to the north, and by protecting 
forests on the west bank of the river, the Apalachicola 
River project will help preserve the water quality of the 
river—which feeds the productive Apalachicola Bay—
and the unique species and biological communities of 
the region, as well as provide the public with scenic 
areas for hiking, boat launching, and other recreational 
pursuits.

Managers
Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The Florida 
Forest Service/FFS (aka Division of Forestry/DOF) 
will be a cooperating manager for the Sweetwater 
Creek tract in managing the forest resources, and 
timber issues related to planning and implementation 
of forest management activities, and provide assistance 
in developing prescribed burn plans.

General Description

This project includes much of Florida’s upland glades 
natural community, currently not represented on 
conservation lands, and harbors several globally rare 
plant species as well as 16 species occurring nowhere 
else in Florida.  It consists of three tracts of land along 
the upper Apalachicola River: 1) a large tract on the east 
bank, running south from near Chattahoochee to Torreya 

and most of the upland glades in the state.  It shelters 
several extremely rare plants such as the Florida torreya; 
2) The Land property, west of the former area, contains

bats; 3) The Sweetwater Creek tract, connecting Torreya 
State Park with a Nature Conservancy preserve, includes 
some of the deepest steephead ravines in the state, with
unique hardwood forests harboring many rare plants
and animals.  The uplands between the steepheads are a
sand pine plantation.  The upper Apalachicola has a high 
potential for archaeological sites; several are already
known.  All these areas are threatened by timbering
and unrestricted vehicular access.

Public Use
Portions of the project will be managed as state parks or 
preserves, wildlife management areas, and state forests.  
It will allow such uses as hiking, nature appreciation, 

Acquisition Planning
On 12/7/1990, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council 
(LAAC) separated the Apalachicola River and Bay 
CARL project into two projects: Apalachicola Bay, 
and Apalachicola River, Phase I.  The Apalachicola 

Placed on List 1991

Project Area (GIS Acres) 18,805

Acres Acquired (GIS) 7,591*

at a Cost of $10,120,682*

Acres Remaining(GIS)   11,214

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $5,291,974
*includes acreage acquired and funds spent by the NWFWMD
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Connector tract, 117 acres; Thompson tract, 304 acres; 
Hatcher tract, 160 acres; and TNC Dupuis/Traveler’s 
tract, 1,846 acres.  On 10/17/2003, the ARC approved 
a less-than-fee, 1,244-acre addition (Glenn Summers 
tract) to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the 
owner, Glenn Summers, and had a taxable value of 
$91,645.

On 12/23/2007, the Northwest Florida Water 
Management District (NWFWMD) purchased a 1,544 
acre conservation easement from Robert D./Kay S. 
Trammell and Robert Douglas Trammell and Meredith 
Trammell Roop for $2,985,108.  The CE is known as 
the Trammell tract.

On 9/30/2010 DRP purchased 553 acres known as 
Torreya State Park Addition for $1,418,000 from Plum 
Creek.  DRP will manage.

Coordination
The NWFWMD and TNC have provided information 
and assistance with this project.  It is not a Bargain/
Shared project, however.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the Apalachicola 
River project are: to conserve the rich bluffs and 
ravines along the upper Apalachicola River, unique 
in North America, that provide critical habitat for 
many rare plants and animals; to conserve and restore 
these important ecosystems and their plant and 
animal resources through purchase because regulation 
cannot adequately protect them; to provide areas for 
natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve 

should be managed under the single-use concept, 
with management activities being directed toward the 
preservation of steephead streams, hardwood forests, 
glades, and archaeological sites, the removal of pine 
plantations, and restoration of natural pine forests.  
The project, when completed, will include most of the 
bluffs and ravines in private ownership and will link a 
Nature Conservancy preserve with Torreya State Park.  
It has the appropriate size and location to achieve the 
management goals.

Management Prospectus
The unique and 

sensitive forests, glades, and streams on the east side 
of the Apalachicola River qualify these lands as state 
forests, parks, and preserves.  The Atkins tract on the 

River, Phase I project included the Aspalaga Landing 
tract (800 acres/2 owners), Atkins tract (3,210 
acres/7 owners), and Gadsden County Glades (1,912 
acres/13 owners) and had an estimated tax value of 
$4,532,300.

On 4/7/1992, the LAAC approved a 4,570-acre addition 
to the project boundary. It consisted of 30 owners and 
a taxable value of $1,813,157.

On 7/14/1995, the LAAC approved a 374-acre addition 
(Land property) to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the owner, and had a taxable value of 
$282,712.  The tract is across from the Gadsden Glades 
tract and nearly adjacent to the Sneads Cove site of the 
Southeastern Bat Maternity Caves project.

On 12/5/1996, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) transferred the Atkins/
Trammell tract (approximately 3,210 acres) and the 
Hatcher tract (approximately 544 acres within the 
9,145-acre Sweetwater site) to the Less-Than-Fee 
category.  A 613-acre conservation easement was 
acquired on the Hatcher tract in 2002.

On 5/6/1999, the LAMAC designated an additional 
11,800 acres (Lake Wimico) as essential parcels.

On 4/6/2001, the Acquisition and Restoration Council 
(ARC) removed the Atkins/Trammell tract site 
(approximately 3,210 acres) from the project because 
the resources had been compromised and negotiations 
had reached an impasse.

On 4/25/2002, the ARC approved a less-than-fee, 
2,242-acre addition (Corbin/Tucker site) to the project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted of 2 
owners, David Corbin & Ken Tucker, and had a taxable 
value of $1,106,820.  On 8/15/2002, the ARC approved 
a less-than-fee, 1,514-acre addition of the Trammel 
tract (that was previously part of the 3,210-acre Atkins/
Trammell tract that was removed on 4/6/2001) to the 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the owners, Mr. 
and Mrs. Trammel, and had a taxable value of $430,000.  

On F2/7/ 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple and less-
than-fee 3,113-acre addition to the project boundary. It 
was sponsored by the The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
consisted of 4 landowners, 5 tracts, and had a 2002 
taxable value of $764,996.  The tracts break down as 
follows: Soterra Crooked Creek tract, 447 acres; Soterra 
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Management Cost Summary FFS/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $105,910 $105,910
OPS $0 $0
Expense $30,000 $30,000
OCO $168,000 $13,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $303,910 $148,910

Management Cost Summary DRP/Sweetwater
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $83,306 $72,319
OPS $24,960 $44,720
Expense $16,800 $49,730
OCO $101,252 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $226,318 $167,769

Management Cost Summary DRP/ North
Category Startup Recurring
Source of Funds CARL CARL

Salary $72,319 $72,319
OPS $44,720 $44,720
Expense $49,730 $49,730
OCO $81,527 $1,000
FCO $0 $0
TOTAL $248,296 $167,769

Updated 2/27/2012

west side of the river has the size and wildlife resources 
to qualify as a wildlife management area.

  The DRP will manage the fee-simple lands 
east of the river between Sweetwater Creek and the old 
Gadsden Glades area.  The FFS, however, will manage 

the state acquires it.
The 

portions of the project in the vicinity of the Torreya State 
Park and east of the river will be high-need management 
areas with emphasis on public recreational use and 
development compatible with resource protection 
and management.  During an initial 10-year period in 
which the FFS will restore natural pine forests on the 
Sweetwater Creek tract, the site will be a low-need 
management area.

 Within the 

concentrate on site security, natural and cultural resource 
protection, and efforts toward the development of a plan 
for long-term public use and resource management.

is expected to be generated initially after the lands are 
placed under management of the DRP.  It will probably 

are developed.  The degree of future revenue generated 
will depend on the nature and extent of public use and 
facilities.

  No local 
governments or others are recommended for 
management of this project area.
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#27 ST. JOSEFH BAY BUFFER 

iJUUHEBliPTr.TPV MiD ENDM^aiKMEWT 
Most of the peninsula itiself is designated as a ceaasted barrier in the 
federal (iaastal Barrier Resouroes Act. Ihe peninsula is subject to the 
natural fearoes of erosiean that typify coasted barriers, and the entire 
ptoject, including the mainland portion, is susceptible to edteration by 
severe storms. 

Ihere is alreaciy significant develcpment on parts of St. Joseph Bay and this 
is predicted to continue on those lands not in public cwnership. Althou^ 
(Sulf Qaunty as a vAiole is not eaperiencaing significant growth (8.3% from 
1976 to 1986), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Gulf <3ounty, are 
cieveloping repidly. Î ortdons of the Treasure Shore Tlimited cwnership were 
included witihin the project boundary, since it included significant bay 
frontage. Parts of this cwnership within CARL bcundaries has been 
subciivicied and the cwner is continuing with eievelopment plans. 

Ihe Florida Department of Commerce is overseeing efforts of tihe Florida^ 
Spacaeport Authority to establish a small-rocket (7-8 feet) launching 
facility cn federally owned land, excluded frcm the final project boundary, 
at Cape San Bias. 

aOODISITIOM PIMMmS 
On December 1, 1989, the Land Acquisition Adviseary Ciauncil (lAAC) approved 
the St. Jcae Bay Project Design. It altered the resource planning boundary 
by excluding small developed and undeveloped lots frcm the state park south 
to the Deed cwnership in Richardscan Hammock and witihin the golf course in 
the Ward Ridge area. It edso excluded meast commercial and business 
eievelopment can the eastern bayfront and federal cwnership on the southern 
boundary. Ihe lAAC reserved the ri^t to add additioned bayfront lots to 
the project boundary in the future as majcar cwnerships are acquired. 

Acqu is i t i nn Ttiaginq 
Fhase I. All cwnerships except subdivision lots in Section 23 at the 

southern project boundary (initial eppraiseds include the 
Deal, Hilton and Tapper cwnerships) 

Fhase II. Subdivided lots in Section 23 

BSTDBTED COST 
Tax assessed value is approximately $2,915,000. 

Management Costs 
Projected s t a r t - i p caost t y t he Divisican of Recreatican and Parks: 
Sedaries Expenses 000 Total
$ 56,096 $ 9,803 $ 71,000 $136,899 

Projecated start-^;p cos t by t h e Bureau of Aquatdc Preserves, Division of 
S t a t e Lands: 
Sedaries Eaqaenses CXX) Total
$ 25,440 $ 10,000 $ 30,000 $ 65,440

LOCaL SDPPQRT AND GENERAL ENDPRSEMEWTS 
Resolutieans 0
Le t t e r s of general s ippor t 2 
Le t t e r s of s ippor t frcm loca l , s t a t e and federal publ ic o f f i c i a l s . . 2 
l e t t e r s of s ippor t frcm lexa l and s t a t e conservation organiza t ions . 1 

O'lMER 
CTnnTT^inat-inn 
Ihe Nature CSanservancy has been negotiations with Deal, cwner of one of tihe 
most critical parcels, and has also made ixdtied contact with other large 
cwnerships within the project. 

CJoramunication should continue between the acquisition and management staff 
and the D^aartment of Ctemmerce and Spaceport Authority to ensure protection 
for tihe bay and the historically significant Cape San Bias Li^thouse, and 
to guarantee that other caRL acquisition objectives for this project are 
satisfied as much as possible. 
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#27 ST. JOSEFH BAY BUFFER 

iXKtmnPMEtfl SDMMARY 
I t i s receramended t h a t t h e Division of Recreation and Parks, Department of 
Natural Resources be assigned management r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for thease p o r t i o n s 
of t h e p ro j ec t most su i t ab l e for i n t e rp re t i ve a c t i v i t i e s ( i . e . , t h e Ward 
Ridge Specied Botanical Area and Richardson Hammock). Ihese a reas shcauld be 
managed under s ingle-use nanagement ccnoepts with t h e primary gcaals of 
preserving and pro tec t ing t h e s ignif icsmt natured and c u l t u r a l resources , 
proviciing a buffer t o preserve and ehhancae water cgualitiy i n S t . Jeaseph Bay, 
and proviciing ree3:eational oppor tuni t ies cerapatdble with t h e rescaurce 
protect icsi goeds. 

I he remainder of tihe projeeat shcauld be managed under s ing le -use concepts by 
t h e Divisiem of S t a t e l ands . Department of Natiured Resouroes a s an acidition 
t o S t . Joseph Bay Aquatic F>reserve. Ihe primary goeds should be t h e 
preservatiexi of t h e t i racts i n a natured condit ion and t h e naintenance and 
enhancement of water cguality i n S t . Joseph Bay. 
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#18 ST. JOSEPH BAY BUFFER GULF COUNTY 

Acreage Value 

Acquired Remamtng Funfts Expwided 
or Encumbered 

Remaining Tax Value 

-0-* 6,941 -0-* $3,854,100 
See "Ownership' 

LOCATION 
Southwestern Gulf County. The easternmost project 
area is immediately south of the town of Port St. Joe. 
This project is within Rorida's Senate District 3 and 
House District 7. It is also within the jurisdictions of 
the Northwest Rorida Water Management District and 
the Apalachee Regional Planning Council. 

RESOURCE DESCRIPTION 
The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project includes a narrow 
strip of uplands arid wetlands that directly front the 
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately 
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system of 
great botanical significance. Natural communities are 
generally in very good to excellent condition and 

Highest Ranked FNAI-listed Elements 
1 Name FNAI Rank || 

Pine-woods aster G1/S1 
Teiephus spurge G1/S1 
Panhandle splderlily G1/S1 
Florida skullcap G1/S1 
SCRUB G2/S2
Gulf Coast lupine G2/S2 
Thick-leaved water-willow G2/S2 
Southern milkweed G2/S2 
Chapman's crownbeard G2G3/S2S3 
Tropical waxweed G27/S2 
31 FNAI elements known from site 

include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, 
baygall, shell mounds, saitmarsh (estuarine tidal 
marsh), and beach dune. A wet flatwoods system in 
the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbors numerous plant 
species state-listed as endangered or threatened. 

Maintenance of the project area in a substantially 
natural condition would offer significant protection to 
the water quality of St. Joseph Bay, an Outstanding 
Florida Water. The bay supports a diverse, healthy 
marine ecosystem of statewkJe significance and is an 
important nursery ground for many recreationally and 
commercially valuable species. 

In 1991 St Joe Paper Company clearcut, roller 
chopped, bedded, and planted to slash pine the 
entirety of section 1 (T9S, RlOW) and portion of 
section 6 (T9S, R10W). These lands had supported 
extremely high quality mesic-scrubby flatwoods and 
wet prairies with numerous rare and endemic plant 
species. Although section 1 is the 'heart" of the 
project, further biological evaluation may indicate that 
it should be deleted from the project. 

The project includes several archaeological/historical 
sites, the most significant being Richardson 
Hammock. Richardson Hammock is a shell midden 
site also known to contain human burials. The site is 
representative of several cultural periods from ca. 500 
B.C. - A.D. 1500. It is believed to be one of.the 
largest and best preserved sites of its type on the 
northwest Rorida Gulf coast. 

The project has outstanding recreational potential and 
could provkle many recreational opportunities 
including fishing, canoeing, swimming, hiking, 
photography, and nature appreciation. Special care 
must be taken, however, to preserve the significant 
natural and archaeological/historical resources. 

MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS 
The portions of the project east of SR 30A will be 
leased to the Division of Forestry; the Division plans 
to contract with The Nature Conservancy to manage 
the site as a State Forest/Botanical Site. In particular, 
the Ward Ridge botanical site and Richardson 
Hammock should be managed under single-use 
management concepts with the primary goals ot 
preserving and protecting the signiificant natural and 
cultural resources, provkjing a buffer to preserve and 
enhance water quality in St. Joseph Bay, and 
provkJing recreational opportunities compatible with 
the resource protection goals. 
The remainder of the project, west of SR 30A should 
be managed under single-use concepts by the 
Division of State Lands as an addition to St. Joseph 
Bay Aquatic Preserve. The primary goals should be 
the preservation of the tracts in a natural condition 
and the maintenance and enhancement of water 
quality in St. Joseph Bay. 

MANAGEMENT COSTS 

PROJECTED MANAGEMENT COST/BUDGET REQUESTS - IF ACQUIRED 
Division of State Lands - Portion west of SR 30A 

CATEGORY 
Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) 

Estimated Funds Required 
CATEGORY 

Source of Funds 
(CARL, GR, etc.) Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

FY 1994-95 IITF $33,836 $16,928 $25,000 $16,550 -0- $92,314 

Budget estimates for the portion of the project east of SR 30A are not yet available. 
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#18 ST JOSEPH BAY 

VULNERABILITY AND ENDANGERMENT 
Most of the peninsula itself is designated as a coastal 
barrier in the federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act. 
The peninsula is subject to the natural forces of 
erosion that typify coastal barriers, and the entire 
project, including the mainland portion, is susceptible 
to alteration by severe storms. 

There is already significant development on parts of 
St. Joseph Bay and this is predicted to continue on 
those lands not in public ownership. Although Gulf 
County as a whole is not experiencing significant 
population growth (20.31% from 1980 to 1990), 
compared to other Florida counties (ranks #58 out of 
67), coastal regions in the panhandle, including Gulf 
County, are developing rapidly. Part of this project, in 
fact, includes the Treasure Shore Limited ownership, 
portions of which (bay frontage) have been 
sutxJivided. 

The majority of natural pinelands within the project, 
and the numerous rare plants they support, are 
extremely susceptible to destruction by conversion to 
pine plantation. This has already occurred on a 
significant portion of the project (owned by St. Joe 
Paper Company) since it has been on the Priority Ust. 

The Rorida Department of Commerce is overseeing 
efforts of the Florida Spaceport Authority to establish 
a small-rocket (7-8 feet) launching facility on federally 
owned land, excluded from the final project boundary, 
at Cape San Bias. 

ACQUISITION PLANNING 
On December 1, 1989, the Land Acquisition Advisory 
Council (LAAC) approved the St. Joe Bay Project 
Design. It altered the resource planning boundary by 
excluding small developed and undeveloped lots from 
the state park south to the Deal ownership in 
Richardson Hammock and within the golf course in 
the Ward Ridge area. It also excluded most 
commercial and business development on the eastern 
Ijayfront and federal ownership on the southern 
boundary. The LAAC reserved the right to add 
additional bayfront lots to the project boundary in the 
future as major ownerships are acquired. 

On November 22, 1991, the LAAC approved a 3,944 
acre boundary amendment. This addition included 
most of the remainder of the Treasure Shore Limited 
ownership. Approval of the addition, however, was 
contingent upon donation of the tract in fee-simple or 
donation of a conservation easement. 

Acquisition Phasing 
Phase I: All ownerships except subdivision lots in 

Section 23 at the southern project 
boundary. 

Phase II: Subdivided lots in Section 23. 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) initiated negotiations 
with Deal, owner of one of the most critical parcels, 
and also made initial contact with other large 
ownerships within the project. TNC will also be the 
holder of a donated conservation easement and may 
also be interested in managing land acquired in the 
Ward's Ridge area. 

Communication should continue between the 
acquisition and management staff and the Department 
of Commerce and Spaceport Authority to ensure 
protection for the bay and the historically significant 
Cape San Bias Lighthouse, and to guarantee that 
other CARL acquisition objectives for this project are 
satisfied as much as possible. 

OWNERSHIP 
This project consists of five major owners and one 
platted and sold subdivision. Most larger ownerships 
have indicated a willingness to negotiate (see also 
Coordination). The Deal ownership, a core parcel, is 
disjunct from the T.J. Stone Memorial St. Joseph 
Peninsula Park (2,516 acres) purchased with EEL 
funds ($346,123) in 1964-66 by approximately 3 1/2 
miles. 

ACQUISITION STATUS 
Negotiations for Deal ownership terminated by seller. 
Contract pending on Treasure Shores. Discussions 
with major owners of Ward's Ridge area have been 
initiated. 

RESOLUTIONS 
None known. 

PROJECT HISTORY 

Assessment Approved: 08/04/89 
Design/Boundary Approved: 12/01/89 
Design/Boundary Modified: 

11/22/91 - 3,944 acres added 
PREVIOUS RANKINGS 

1993 
1992 
1991 
1990 

16 
16 
27 
23 

ACQUISITION HISTORY 
Year Acres 

None 
Funds 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer Priority Project # 2 1 

Acres Cost/Tax Value 

Acquired: 

Remaining: 

1,210 

7,041 

$2,098,000 

$3,011,640 

County(ies): Gulf

Water Mgmt. District: Northwest Florida 

Regional Planning Council: Apalachee

Totals: 8,251 $5,109,640 Senate District(s): 3 House District(s): 

hfe^wJIR^HWfts^iStfmina^ 
The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project includes a narrow strip of uplands and wetiands that directly front the waters of St. 
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system of great botanical significance. 
Natural communities are generally in very good to excellent condition and include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, 
baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. A wet flatwoods system in the vicinity of Wards 
Ridge harbors numerous plant species state-listed as endangered or threatened. Maintenance of the project area in a 
substantially natural condition would offer significant protection to the water quality of St. Joseph Bay. an Outstanding 
Florida Water. The bay supports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance and is an important nursery 
ground for many recreationally and commercially valuable species. 

In 1991 St Joe PaperCompany clearcut and planted to slash pine thenorth half of section 1 (T9S, R10W) and part of 
section 6 (T9S, R10W). These lands had supported high quality mesic-scrubby flatwoods and wet prairies with numerous 
rare and endemic plant species. Further biological evaluation may indicate that this area should be deleted from the 
project 

:::::::yti!i*Wfl!Wlj[f5P*:i^ 
Most of the peninsula itself is designated as a coastal banier in the federal Coastal Barrier Resources Act. The peninsula 
is subject to the natural forces of erosion that typify coastal bamers, and the entire project, including the mainland portion, 
is susceptible to alteration by severe storms. 

There is already significant development on parts of St Joseph Bay and this is predicted to continue on those lands not 
|n public ownership. Although Gulf County as a whole is not experiencing significant population growtii (20.31% fi-om 1980 
to 1990). compared to other Florida counties (ranks #58 out of 67). coastal regions in tiie panhandle, including Gulf County, 
are developing rapidly. Part of tiiis project in fact includes the Treasure Shore Limited ownership, portions of which (bay 
frontage) have been subdivided. The majority of natural pinelands within the project, and the numerous rare plants they 
support, are extremely susceptible to destruction by conversion to pine plantation. This has already occurred on a 
significant portion of the project (owned by St Joe Paper Company) since it has been on the Priority List. 

The Florida Department of Commerce is overseeing efforts of the Florida Spaceport Authority to establish a small-rocket 
(7-8 feet) launching facility on federally owned land, excluded fi-om the final project boundary, at Cape San Bias. 
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#21 St Joseph Bay Buffer ,,  
A. - it - *--

V,t ^ i    

janiiipiiijpp^^ 
iiiiirjijidiiitajittiRe^ 

T I  I I * 

FNAI lement Occurrences Recreatioh/Pijblic se Archaeological/Historic 

Pine-woods aster G1/S1v  

Telephus spurge G1/S1  

Panhandle spideriiiy G ÎS^ r

Florida skullcap G1/S1 î :

SCR B ,G2/S25.r 

Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

Southern milkweedl ^ G2/S2  

Thick-leaved.water-willow G2/S2

Chapmans crownbeard G2G3/S2S3 

31 elements known firom project t

fishing 

swirnming 

canoeing 

hiking-

photography 

nature appreciation  

 

Division of Marine Res. 

i:|:|:i:j:j k^if^nat^i s^:i 

buffer preserve 
 

The project includes several ar-
chaeological/historical sites, the 
most significant being Richard-
son Hammock. , Richardson 
Hammock is a shell riiidden site 
also known .to contain human 
burials The site is representa-
tive of severaL cultural periods 
from ca 500 B.C. - A.D. 1500. It 
IS believed to be one of the larg-
est and best preserved sites of 
its type on the northwest Florida 
Gulf coast. 
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#21 St Joseph Bay Buffer 

:jMabagBit>eirt:i?i>liEy:3lS^ 
• • 

The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve and protect environmentally 
unique and irreplaceable lands that contain native, relatively unaltered fiora and fauna representing a natural area unique 
to, or scarce within, a region of this state or a larger geographic area; to conserve and protect significant habitat for native 
species or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, protect manage, or restore important ecosystems, 
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect significant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife 
resources which local or state regulatory programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas, including recreational trails, 
for natural-resource-based recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological or historical sites. 

n 1 1 1 i I i I * ^ ' i n 1 1 I 1 i 1 I I I I I 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 I I I 1 . I 1 I 1 I I I I 1 I . 1 I 1 I I 1 1 1 J 1 1 I I 1 1 I

::::::::::::::::::::::::iMft«aS 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh water marshes 
and seagrasses. These areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in protecting the water quality of 
the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They quality the project as a state buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Marine Resources, 
Bureau of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas. 
Management goals See policy statement The goals of the St Joseph Bay Buffer are: to maintain the high water quality 
and productivity of St.Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve; to preserve rapidly declining habitats for research and education; to 
presen/e threatened and endangered species; and to allow and encourage compatible human use in an effort to provide 
quality natural resource experiences and develop a stewardship ethos in the public. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The project generally includes lands that are "low-need" tracts, requiring 
basic resource management and protection. 
Timetable for implementing management and provisions for security and protection of infrastructure Within the 
first year, activity will concentrate on site security, resource inventory, determination of hydrological restoration needs, 
detemnination of fencing and road requirements, and consideration of possibilities for public use. such as hunting, fishing, 
and hiking. Long-term needs such as fire breaks^ controlled burns, road maintenance and closures, fence building and 
repair, and exotic animal removal will be addressed. This information will be incorporated into a management plan. 

Long-range plans for this property involve its use for research and education and the fulfillment of the management 
requirements determined by first-year analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be involved in public 
hunting and fishing on this project 
Management costs and sources of revenue 

|iifeijtag|fei)fejttti(j^d^ 
Category Source Salary OPS Expense OCO FCO Total 

Start-up CARL,IITF2 $22,338 $0 $20,000 $40,000 $0 $82,338 
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#21 St. Joseph Bay Buffer 

n n  

 
 

  
  
  
    
  

Assessment Approved: 8/4/89 

Project Design Approved: 41 1  

CARL Acquisition History 

Year Acres Funds 

Boundary/Design Modifications None 

11/22/91 3.944 acres added 

11/18/94 :, 1,310 acres added 

iiAdqjiBsifWiliiWijidm^ 
' * ' * ' * • * ' ' ' • * -J  1 J p r  

Phase I: All ownerships except subdivision lots in Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other ownerships. 

Deal, owner of one of the most significant tracts, is an unwilling seller. Acquisition of another large ownership. Treasure 
Coast Inc. is ongoingr " 

the Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the acquisition of the Treasure Coast ownership and will hold the 
conservation easement on the portion of Treasure Coast not acquired in fee-simple by the state. 

2 n  
Natural 

Communities 
Forest 

Resources 
Vascular 

Plants 
Fish and 
Wildlife 

Fresh Water 
Resources 

Coastal 
Resources 

2a 2b 

M H M M M M H H 

Geological 
Resources 

Historical 
Resources Outdoor Recreation Resources Acquisition Guiding Principles 

1a l b 1 2a 2b 3   

H M M H H L H H N M H M H N N H 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::9H?fififi3rt1i?n5:Wft̂ r:ij :jf(C^ 
• ,  

Imminent Danger of: Lil :ely to be: Sen/es to Protect: •  Best Met 
o  Also Met 

Develop-
ment 

Loss of 
Habitat Subdivision Developed 

in 12 mos. 
Escalating 
LandVal-

Recharge 
Area 

Other 
Nat. Res. 

Res.-based 
Recreation 

Cost  80% 
Appraisal 

E T s p p 
Habitat 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
Gulf County 

Priority 17 

Purpose for State Acquisit ion 
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of 
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants, 
have largely escaped the residential development that is 
filling the nearby coast with vacation homes. The St. 
Joseph Bay Buffer projea will protea the water quality 
and produaive seagrass beds of the bay by proteaing 
the undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing also 
ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants, proteaing 
one of the best preserved archaeological sites in 
northwest Florida, and giving the public opportunities 
to enjoy the natural beauty of the bay. 

Manager 
Division of Marine Resources, Department of 
Environmental Proteaion. 

General Description 
The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and 
wetlands that front the waters of St. Joseph Bay, a 
small area of privately held bay bottom, and a 
contiguous natural system of great botanical 
significance. Natural communities, in very good to 
excellent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet 
flatwoods, scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh 
(estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. Wet 
flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbor 
numerous rare plant species. St. Joseph Bay, an 
Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse, 
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance 

FNAI Element Occurrences 

Pine-woods aster Gl /S l 
Telephus spurge Gl/Sl 
Panhandle spiderlily Gl/Sl 

Florida skullcap Gl/Sl 
Chapman's rhododendron GIGITI/Sl 

SCRUB G2/S2 

Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

Southern milkweed G2/S2 

31 FNAI elements known from site 

and is an important nursery ground for many 
recreational and commercially valuable species. 

Richardson Hammock in the projea area, a shell 
midden with human burials, is one of the largest and 
best preserved of its kind in Northwest Florida. The 
projea is vulnerable to residential development and 
clearcutting - part was clearcut in 1991. 

Public Use 
The projea will become a buffer reserve, allowing such 
uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming. 

Acquisit ion Planning and Status 
Phase L All ownerships except subdivision lots in 
Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other 
ownerships. 

Deal, owner of one of the most significant tracts, is an 
unwilling seller. Acquisition of another large 
ownership, Treasure Coast, Inc. is ongoing. 

In 1995, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council added 
Blacks Island (11 acres). 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the 
acquisition of the Treasure Coast ownership and will 
hold the conservation easement on the portion of 
Treasure Coast not acquired in fee-simple by the state. 

Placed on list 1990 

Project Area (Acres) 8,262 

Acres Acquired 1,210 

at a Cost of $2,098,000 

Acres Remaining 7,052 

Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $3,160,449 

137 

267



St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 17 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve and 
protect environmentally unique and irreplaceable 
lands that contain native, relatively unaltered flora 
and fauna representing a natural area unique to, or 
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger 
geographic area; to conserve and protect significant 
habitat for native species or endangered and 
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or 
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and 
forests, in order to enhance or protect significant 
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or 
wildlife resources which local or state regulatory 
programs cannot adequately protea; to provide 
areas, including recreational trails, for natural-
resource-based recreation; and to preserve 
significant archaeological or historical sites. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh 
water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major 
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in 
protecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay 
Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the project as a 
state buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the 
Department of Environmental Proteaion, Division 
of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and 
Aquatic Managed Areas. 

Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
project generally includes lands that are "low-need" 
tracts, requiring basic resource management and 
protection. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of 
infrastructure Within the first year, aaivity will 
concentrate on site security, resource inventory, 
determination of hydrological restoration needs, 
determination of fencing and road requirements, 
and consideration of possibilities for public use, 
such as hunting, fishing, and hiking. Long-term 
needs such as fire breaks, controlled burns, road 
maintenance and closures, fence building and repair, 
and exotic animal removal will be addressed. This 
information will be incorporated into a 
management plan. 

Long-range plans for this property involve its use 
for research and education and the fulfillment of the 
management requirements determined by first-year 
analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans 
for revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be 
involved in public hunting and fishing on this 
projea. 

No management cost summary available for this 
projea from the Division of Marine Resources at 
this time. 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
Gulf County 

Priority 21 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore 
of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare 
plants, have largely escaped the residential 
development that is filling the nearby coast with 
vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer project 
will protect the water quality and productive seagrass 
beds of the bay by protecting the undeveloped land 
around and in it, in so doing also ensuring the survival 
of dozens of rare plants, protecting one of the best 
preserved archaeological sites in northwest Florida, 
and giving the public opportunities to enjoy the 
natural beauty of the bay. 

Manager 
Division of Marine Resources, Department of 
Environmental Proteaion. 

General Description 
The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and 
wetlands that front the waters of St. Joseph Bay, a 
small area of privately held bay bottom, and a 
contiguous natural system of great botanical 
significance. Natural communities, in very good to 
excellent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet 
flatwoods, scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh 
(estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. Wet 
flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbor 
numerous rare plant species. St. Joseph Bay, an 

FNAI Elements 
Pme-woods aster Gl/Sl 

Telephus spurge Gl/Sl 

Florida skullcap Gl/Sl 

Panhandle spiderlily GIQ/Sl 

Chapman's rhododendron G1G2T1/S1 

SCRUB G2/S2 

Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

Southern milkweed G2/S2 

33 elements known from projea 

Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse, 
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance 
and is an important nursery ground for many 
recreational and commercially valuable species. 

Richardson Hammock in the project area, a shell 
midden with human burials, is one of the largest and 
best preserved of its kind in Northwest Florida. The 
project is vulnerable to residential development and 
clearcutting—part was clearcut in 1991. 

Public Use 
The project will become a buffer reserve, allowing 
such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Phase I: All ownerships except subdivision lots in 
Section 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other 
ownerships. 

Deal, owner of Richardson Hammock, one of the 
most significant tracts, has been an unwilling seller, 
but interested in an exchange. Acquisition of the 
remainder of another large ownership. Treasure 
Shores has been delayed because of insufficient 
funding. 

On July 14, 1995, the LAAC added Blacks Island (11 
acres). 

On December 5, 1996, LAAC transferred a portion of 
the Treasure Shores ownership (2634 acres) to the 
Less-Than-Fee Category. 

Placed on list 1990 

Project Area (Acres) 5,628 

Acres Acquired 1,210 

at a Cost of $2,025,207 

Acres Remaining 4,418 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,979,970 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 21 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy lis an intermediary in the 
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will 

hold the conservation easement on the portion of 
Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the 
state. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve and 
protect environmentally j unique and irreplaceable 
lands that contain native^ relatively unaltered flora 
and fauna representing a inatural area unique to, or 
scarce within, a region I of this state or a larger 
geographic area; to conserve and protect significant 
habitat for native species or endangered and 
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or 
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, 
in order to enhance or protect significant surface 
water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife 
resources which local or state regulatory programs 
cannot adequately protect; to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based 
recreation; and to presei^e significant archaeological 
or historical sites. I 

i 

Management Prospectus | 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph Bay 
Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh water 
marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major 
spawning and nursery i grounds and are critical in 
protecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay 
Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the project as a state 
buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division 

of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and Aquatic 
Managed Areas. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
project generally includes lands that are "low-need" 
traas, requiring basic resource management and 
proteaion. 
Timetable for implementing management and provisions 

for secunty and protection of infrastructure Within the 
first year, activity will concentrate on site security, 
resource inventory, determination of hydrological 
restoration needs, determination of fencing and road 
requirements, and consideration of possibilities for 
public use, such as hunting, fishing, and hiking. 
Long-term needs such as fire breaks, controlled burns, 
road maintenance and closures, fence building and 
repair, and exotic animal removal will be addressed. 
This information will be incorporated into a 
management plan. 

Long-range plans for this property involve its use for 
research and education and the fulfillment of the 
management requirements determined by first-year 
analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for 
revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be 
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project. 

Management Cost Summary/DMR 

Category 1996/97 1997/98 
Source of Funds CARL/IITF 

i 
CARL/IITF 

Salary $18,750 $18,750 
OPS $0 $0 
Expense $4i000 $8,000 
OCO $141500 $4,500 
FCO 1 $0 $0 
TOTAL $37,250 $29,250 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 21 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
GulfCounty 

Priority 15 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore 
of St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare 
plants, have largely escaped the residential 
development that is filling the nearby coast with 
vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer projea 
will protett the water quality and produttive seagrass 
beds of the bay by protetting the undeveloped land 
around and in it, in so doing also ensuring the 
survival of dozens of rare plants, protetting one of the 
best preserved archaeological sites in northwest 
Florida, and giving the public opportunities to enjoy 
the natural beauty of the bay. 

Manager 
Division of Marine Resources, Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

General Description 
The projea includes a narrow strip of uplands and 
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed coastal 
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St. 
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom, 
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical 
significance. Natural communities, in very good to 
excellent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet 
flatwoods, scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh 
(estuarine tidal marsh), and beach dune. Wet 
flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards Ridge harbor 
numerous rare plant species. The projett contains 

three very rare and endemic species that are not 
protetted on public lands. St. Joseph Bay, an 
Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse, 
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance 
and is an important nursery ground for many 
recreational and commercially valuable species. 
Richardson Hammock in the projett area, a shell 
midden with human burials, is one of the largest and 
best preserved of its kind in Northwest Florida. The 
projett is vtilnerable to residential development and 
dearcutting— part was clearcut in 1991. 

Public Use 
The projett will become a buffer reserve, allowing 
such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and swimming. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Phase I: All ownerships except subdivision lots in 
Settion 23 at southern boundary. Phase II: All other 
ownerships. (Deal, owner of Richardson Hammock, 
one of the most significant tratts, has been an 
unwilling seller, but interested in an exchange. 
Acquisition of the remainder of another large 
ownership. Treasure Shores has been delayed because 
of insufficient funding.) 

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11 
acres). On December 5, 1996, the Council transferred 
a portion of the Treasure Shores ownership (2,634 
acres) to the Less-Than-Fee Category. 

FNAI Elements 

Placed on list Pine-woods aster Gl /S l Placed on list 1990 
Telephus spurge Gl /Sl 

Florida skullcap Gl /S l Project Area (Acres) 5,628 

Panhandle spiderlily GIQ/Sl Acres Acquired 1.246 
Chapman's rhododendron 

SCRUB 

G1G2T1/S1 

G2/S2 
at a Cost of $2,025,207 

Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 Acres Remaining 4,418 

Southern milkweed G2/S2 with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,979,970 
33 elements known from projea 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 15 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the 
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will 

hold the conservation easement on the portion of 
Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the 
state. 

Managenunt Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer CARL projea are: to conserve and 
protea environmentally unique and irreplaceable 
lands that contain native, relatively unaltered flora 
and fauna representing a natural area unique to, or 
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger 
geographic area; to conserve and protea significant 
habitat for native species or endangered and 
threatened species; to conserve, protea, manage, or 
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, 
in order to enhance or protect significant surface 
water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife 
resources which local or state regulatory programs 
cannot adequately protett; to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based 
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological 
or historical sites. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer projett contains extensive salt and fresh 
water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major 
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in 
protetting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay 
Aquatic Preserve. They qualify the projett as a state 
buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the 
Department of Environmental Protettion, Division 

of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and Aquatic 
Manned Areas. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
projea generally includes lands that are "low-need" 
tratts, requiring basic resource management and 
protettion. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of 
infrastructure Within the first year, attivity will 
concentrate on site security, resource inventory, 
determination of hydrological restoration needs, 
determination of fencing and road requirements, and 
consideration of possibilities for public use, such as 
hunting, fishing, and hiking. Long-term needs such as 
fire breaks, controlled bums, road maintenance and 
closures, fence building and repair, and exotic animal 
removal will be addressed. This information will be 
incorporated into a man^ement plan. 

Long-range plans for this property involve its use for 
research and education and the fulfillment of the 
management requirements determined by first-year 
analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for 
revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission may be 
involved in public hunting and fishing on this projett. 

Management Cost Summary/DMR 
Category 
Source of Funds C 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
RL/LATF CARL/LATF CARL/LATF

$8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43 
$0 $0 $0 

$7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17 
$18,305 $0 $0 

$0 $0 $50,000 
$33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 13 

ownership (2,634 acres) to the Less-Than-Fee 
Category. 

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the 
inclusion of lots in section 23 as "essential", in 
effect designating the entire project "essential". 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the 
acquisition ofthe Treasure Shores ownership and 
will hold the conservation easement on the por-
tion of Treasure Shores not acquired in fee-simple 
by the state. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals ofmanagement ofthe St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve 
and protect environmentally unique and irreplace-
able lands that contain native, relatively unaltered 
flora and fauna representing a natural area unique 
to, or scarce within, a region of this state or a larger 
geographic area; to conserve and protect signifi-
cant habitat for native species or endangered and 
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, 
or restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and 
forests, in order to enhance or protect significant 
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish 
or wildlife resources which local or state regula-
tory programs cannot adequately protect; to pro-
vide areas, including recreational tiails, for natu-
ral-resource-based recreation; and to preserve sig-
nificant archaeological or historical sites. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualificationsfor state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt 
and fi-esh water marshes and seagrasses. These 
areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and 
are critical in protecting the water quality ofthe 
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They quahfy 
the project as a state buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the De-
partment of Environmental Protection, Division 

of Marine Resources, Bureau of Coastal and 
Aquatic Managed Areas. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The project generally includes lands that are "low-
need" fracts, requiring basic resource management 
and protection. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection ofinfra-
structure Within the first year, activity will con-
cenfrate on site security, resource inventory, de-
termination of hydrological restoration needs, de-
termination of fencing and road requirements, and 
consideration of possibilities for public use, such 
as hunting, fishing, and hiking. Long-term needs 
such as fire breaks, confroUed bums, road main-
tenance and closures, fence building and repair, 
and exotic animal removal will be addressed. This 
information will be incorporated into a manage-
ment plan. 
Long-range plans for this property involve its use 
for research and education and the fulfillment of 
the management reqmrements determined by first-
year analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans 
for revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
may be involved in pubhc hunting and fishing on 
this project. 

Management Cost Summary/DMR 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99
Source of Funds CARULATF CARULATF CARULATF 

Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43
OPS $0 $0 $0
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17 
OCO $18,305 $0 $0
FCO $0 $0 $50,000
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
Gulf County 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scmb on the 
shore of St. Joseph Bay, with their concenfration 
of rare plants, have largely escaped the residen-
tial development that is filling the nearby coast 
with vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
project will protect the water quality and produc-
tive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting the 
undeveloped land around and in it, m so doing 
also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants, 
protecting one of the best preserved archaeologi-
cal sites in northwest Florida, and giving the pub-
lic opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the 
bay. , .^,: . 

Manager ^
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas, De-
partment of Environmental Protection. 

General Description 
The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and 
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed 
coastal bay systems in Florida, comprising the 
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately 
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system 
of great botanical significance. Natural commu-
nities, in very good to excellent condition, include 
mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scmb, baygall, 
shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh). 

Priority 9 

and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity of 
Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species. 
The project contains three very rare and endemic 
species that are not protected on public lands. St. 
Joseph Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, sup-
ports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of state-
wide significance and is an important nursery 
ground for many recreational and commercially 
valuable species. Richardson Hammock in the 
project area, a shell midden with human burials, 
is one of the largest and best preserved of its kind 
in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable 
to residential development and clearcutting—^part 
was clearcut in 1991. 

Public Use 
The project will become a buffer preserve, allow-
ing such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and 
swimming. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdi-
vision lots in Section 23 at southem boundary. 
Phase n (essential): All other ownerships. Ac-
quisition of Deal (Richardson Hammock) and the 
remainder of Treasure Shores II still viable. Pre-
hminary acquisition work initiated on remainder 
of project with the exception of the St. Joe owner-
ship. 

FNAI Elements 
Pine-woods aster G1/S1 
Telephus spurge G1/S1 
Florida skullcap G1/S1 
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman's rhododendron G1Q/S1 
SCRUB G2/S2 
Tropical waxweed G1/S1 
Southem milkweed G2/S2 

26 elements known from project 

Placed on list 1990 

Project Area (Acres) 5.378 

Acres Acquired 1,452 

at a Cost of $5,925,207 

Acres Remaining 3,926 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,759,475 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 9 

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Is-
land (11 acres). 

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the 
inclusion of lots in section 23 as "essential", in 
effect designating the entire project "essential". 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the 
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and 
will hold the conservation easement on the por-
tion of Treasure Shores not acquired m fee-simple 
by the state. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer CARL project are: to conserve 
and protect environmentally unique and irreplace-
able lands that contain native, relatively unaltered 
flora and fauna representing a natural area unique 
to, or scarce withui, a region of this state or a larger 
geographic area; to conserve and protect signifi-
cant habitat for native species or endangered and 
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, 
or restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and 
forests, in order to enhance or protect significant 
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish 
or wildlife resources which local or state regula-
tory programs caimot adequately protect; to pro-
vide areas, including recreational frails, for natu-
ral-resource-based recreation; and to preserve sig-
nificant archaeological or historical sites. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive sah 
and fresh water marshes and seagrasses. These 

areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and 
are critical in protectmg the water quality of the 
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify 
the project as a state buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the De-
partment of Envfronmental Protection, Office of 
Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The project generally includes lands that are "low-
need" fracts, requiring basic resource management 
and protection. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection ofinfra-
structure Long-range plans for this property in-
volve its use for research and education and the 
fulfillment of the management requirements de-
termined by first-year analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans 
for revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The 
Florida Fish and Wildhfe Conservation Commis-
sion may be involved in public hunting and fish-
ing on this project. 

{Management Cost Summary/OCAMA 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds CARL/LATF CARULATF CARULATF 

Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43 
OPS $0 $0 $0 
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17 
oco $18,305 $0 $0 
FCO $0 $0 $50,000 
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Priority 9 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
Gulf County 
Purpose for State Acquisition 
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the 
shore of St. Joseph Bay, with their concenfration 
of rare plants, have largely escaped the residen-
tial development that is filling the nearby coast 
with vacation homes. The St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
project will protect the water quality and produc-
tive seagrass beds of the bay by protecting the 
undeveloped land around and in it, in so doing 
also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants, 
protecting one ofthe best preserved archaeologi-
cal sites in northwest Florida, and giving the pub-
lic opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty ofthe 
bay. 

Manager 
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas 
(CAMA), Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. 

General Description 
The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and 
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed 
coastal bay systems in Florida, comprising the 
waters of St. Joseph Bay, a small area of privately 
held bay bottom, and a contiguous natural system 
of great botanical significance. Natural commu-
nities, in very good to excellent condition, include 
mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, scrub, baygall. 

Group B 
FuU Fee 

shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal marsh), and 
beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity of Wards 
Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species. The 
project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St. 
Joseph Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, sup-
ports a diverse, healthy marine ecosystem of state-
wide significance and is an important nursery 
ground for many recreational and commercially 
valuable species. Richardson Hammock in the 
project area, a shell midden with human burials, 
is one ofthe largest and best preserved of its kind 
in Northwest Florida. The project is vulnerable 
to residential development and clearcutting—^part 
was clearcut in 1991. 

Public Use 
The project will become a buffer preserve, allow-
ing such uses as hiking, fishing, canoeing and 
swimming. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdi-
vision lots in Section 23 at southem boundary. 
Phase n (essential): All other ownerships. Ac-
quisition of Deal (Richardson Hammock) and the 
remainder of Treasure Shores II still viable. Pre-
liminary acquisition work initiated on remainder 
of project with the exception ofthe St. Joe owner-
ship. 

FNAI Elements 
Pine-woods aster G1/S1 
Telephus spurge G1/S1 
Florida skullcap G1/S1 
Panhandle spideriily G2/S2 
Chapman's rhododendron G1Q/S1 
SCRUB G2/S2 
Tropical waxweed G1/S1 
Southem milkweed G2/S2 

26 elements known from project 

Placed on list 1990 

Project Area (Acres) 5,378 

Acres Acquired 2,115 

at a Cost of $12,647,382 

Acres Remaining 3,263 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $1,462,345 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group B/FuilFee 

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Is-
land (11 acres). 

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the 
inclusion of lots in section 23 as "essential", in 
effect designating the entfre project "essential". 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy is an intermediary in the 
acquisition ofthe Treasure Shores ownership and 
will hold the conservation easement on the por-
tion of Treasure Shores not acqufred in fee-simple 
by the state. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and pro-
tect envirormientally unique and irreplaceable lands 
that contain native, relatively unaltered flora and 
fauna representing a natural area unique to, or 
scarce within, a region of this state or a larger geo-
graphic area; to conserve and protect significant 
habitat for native species or endangered and threat-
ened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or re-
store important ecosystems, landscapes, and for-
ests, in order to enhance or protect significant sur-
face water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or 
wildlife resources which local or state regulatory 
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide 
areas, including recreational frails, for natural-re-
source-based recreation; and to preserve signifi-
cant archaeological or historical sites. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Jo-
seph Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt 

and fresh water marshes and seagrasses. These 
areas are major spawning and nursery grounds and 
are critical in protecting the water quality of the 
St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. They qualify 
the project as a state buffer preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the 
CAMA, Department of Envfroimiental Protection. 
Conditions affecting Intensity of management 
The project generally includes lands that are "low-
need" fracts, requiring basic resource management 
and protection. 
Tlmetablefor Implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of infra-
structure Long-range plans for this property in-
volve its use for research and education and the 
fulfillment of the management requirements de-
termined by first-year analysis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans 
for revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators In management activities The 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-

Management Cost Summary/CAMA 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds CARULATF CARULATF CARULATF 

Salary $8,250 $8,497.50 $8,752.43 
OPS $0 $0 $0 
Expense $7,218 $8,500.00 $13,155.17 
OCO $18,305 $0 $0 
FCO $0 $0 $50,000 
TOTAL $33,773 $16,997.50 $71,907.60 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group B/Full Fee 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group A/Full Fee 
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S t Joseph Bay Buffer - Group A/FullFee 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
Gulf County 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of 
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants, 
have largely escaped the residential development that 
is filling the nearby coast with vacation homes. The 
St. Joseph Bay Buffer project will protect the water 
quality and productive seagrass beds ofthe bay by pro-
tecting the undeveloped land around and in it, in so 
doing also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants, 
protecting one ofthe best preserved archaeological sites 
in northwest Florida, and giving the public opportuni-
ties to enjoy the natural beauty ofthe bay. 

Manager 
Ofifice of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA), 
Department ofEnvironmental Protection. 

General Description 
The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and 
wetlands that fronts one ofthe least disturbed coastal 
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St. 
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom, 
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical sig-
nificance. Natural communities, in very good to excel-
lent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, 
scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal 
marsh), and beach dune. Wet flatwoods in the vicinity 
of Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species. 
The project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands. St. Joseph 
Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse, 
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance and 
is an important nursery ground for many recreational 
and commercially valuable species. Richardson Ham-

St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group A/Full Fee 

Group A 
Full Fee 

mock in the project area, a shell midden with human 
burials, is one ofthe largest and best preserved of its 
kind in Northwest Florida. The myriad drainages within 
the project affect the waters of Apalachicola Bay via 
Depot Creek and Lake Wimico, the Gulf of Mexico via 
the Money Bayou drainage, and direct runoff to St. 
Vincent Sound and Indian Lagoon. The project is vul-
nerable to residential development and clearcutting— 
part was clearcut in 1991. 

PublicUse 
The project will become a buffer preserve, allowing 
such uses as hiking, nature study, fishing, canoeing, 
swimming and primitive camping. Facilities will include 
a "preserve center" for public education and outreach. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Phase I (essential): All ownerships except subdivision 
lots in Section 23 at southem boundary. Phase n (es-
sential): All other ownerships. Acquisition of Deal 
(Richardson Hammock) and the remainder of Trea-
sure Shores n still viable. Thirty lots along the golf 
course are currently being appraised. 

On July 14,1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11 
acres). 

On October 15,1998, the Council approved the inclu-
sion of lots in section 23 as "essential", in effect desig-
nating the entire project "essential". 

hi July 2001 the Council added Ward's Ridge (2,463 
acres) to the project area. 

FNAI Elements 
Pine-woods aster G1/S1 
Telephus spurge G1/S1 
Florida skullcap G1/S1 
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2 
Chapman's rhododendron G1Q/S1 
SCRUB G2/S2 
Tropical waxweed G1/S1 
Southern milkweed G2/S2 

26 elements known from project 

Placed on list 1990 

Project Area (Acres) 6,382 

Acres Acquired 5,563 

at a Cost of $13,296,907 

Acres Remaining * 819 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $323,505 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group A/FullFee 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy was an intermediary in the 
acquisition ofthe Treasure Shores ownership and will 
hold the conservation easement on the portion of Trea-
sure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the state. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and protect envi-
ronmentally unique and irreplaceable lands that con-
tain native, relatively unaltered flora and fauna repre-
senting a natural area unique to, or scarce within, a 
region of this state or a larger geographic area; to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native species 
or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, land-
scapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect sig-
nificant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish 
or wildlife resources which local or state regulatory 
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas, 
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-based 
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological 
or historical sites. 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The St. Joseph 
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh 

water marshes and seagrasses. These areas are major 
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in pro-
tecting the water quality ofthe St. Joseph Bay Aquatic 
Preserve. They qualify the project as a state buffer 
preserve. 
Manager The recommended manager is the CAMA, 
Department ofEnvironmental Protection. 
Conditions affecting intensity ofmanagement The 
project generally includes lands that are "low-need" 
tracts, requiring basic resource management and pro-
tection. 
Timetablefor implementing management and provi-
sions for security and protection of infrastructure 
Long-range plans for this property involve its use for 
research and education and the fulfillment ofthe man-
agement requirements determined by first-year analy-
sis. 
Revenue-generating potential There are no plans for 
revenue generation at this site. 
Cooperators in management activities The Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may be 
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project. 

Management Cost Summary/CAIMA 
Category 
Source of Funds 

2004/05 
CARULATF 

2005/06 
CARL/LATF 

Salary $110,000 $115,000 

OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

$101,000 
$140,000 

$50,000 
$300,000 
$701,000 

$110,000 
$80,000 
$45,000 
$30,000 

$380,000 
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group B/FullFee

St. Joseph Bay Buffer
Gulf County

Purpose for State Acquisition
The pine flatwoods, swamps, and scrub on the shore of
St. Joseph Bay, with their concentration of rare plants,
have largely escaped the residential development that
is filling the nearby coast with vacation homes.  The
St. Joseph Bay Buffer project will protect the water
quality and productive seagrass beds of the bay by pro-
tecting the undeveloped land around and in it, in so
doing also ensuring the survival of dozens of rare plants,
protecting one of the best preserved archaeological sites
in northwest Florida, and giving the public opportuni-
ties to enjoy the natural beauty of the bay.

Manager
Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA),
Department of Environmental Protection.

General Description
The project includes a narrow strip of uplands and
wetlands that fronts one of the least disturbed coastal
bay systems in Florida, comprising the waters of St.
Joseph Bay, a small area of privately held bay bottom,
and a contiguous natural system of great botanical sig-
nificance.  Natural communities, in very good to excel-
lent condition, include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods,
scrub, baygall, shell mounds, saltmarsh (estuarine tidal
marsh), and beach dune.  Wet flatwoods in the vicinity
of Wards Ridge harbor numerous rare plant species.
The project contains three very rare and endemic spe-
cies that are not protected on public lands.  St. Joseph
Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water, supports a diverse,
healthy marine ecosystem of statewide significance and
is an important nursery ground for many recreational
and commercially valuable species.  Richardson Ham-

mock in the project area, a shell midden with human
burials, is one of the largest and best preserved of its
kind in Northwest Florida.  The myriad drainages within
the project affect the waters of Apalachicola Bay via
Depot Creek and Lake Wimico, the Gulf of Mexico via
the Money Bayou drainage, and direct runoff to St.
Vincent Sound and Indian Lagoon. The project is vul-
nerable to residential development and clearcutting—
part was clearcut in 1991.

Public Use
The project will become a buffer preserve, allowing
such uses as hiking, nature study, fishing, canoeing,
swimming and primitive camping. Facilities will include
a “preserve center” for public education and outreach.

Acquisition Planning and Status
Phase I (essential):  All ownerships except subdivision
lots in Section 23 at southern boundary.  Phase II (es-
sential):  All other ownerships.  Acquisition of Deal
(Richardson Hammock)  and the remainder of Trea-
sure Shores II still viable.  Thirty lots along the golf
course are currently being appraised.

On July 14, 1995, the Council added Blacks Island (11
acres).

On October 15, 1998, the Council approved the inclu-
sion of lots in section 23 as “essential”, in effect desig-
nating the entire project “essential”.

In July 2001 the Council added Ward’s Ridge (2,463
acres) to the project area.

Placed on list 1990

Project Area (Acres) 6,382

Acres Acquired 5,563

at a Cost of $13,296,907

Acres Remaining 819

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $323,505

Group B
Full Fee

FNAI Elements
Pine-woods aster G1/S1
Telephus spurge G1/S1
Florida skullcap G1/S1
Panhandle spiderlily G2/S2
Chapman’s rhododendron G1Q/S1
SCRUB G2/S2
Tropical waxweed G1/S1
Southern milkweed G2/S2

26 elements known from project
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St. Joseph Bay Buffer - Group B/Full Fee
Coordination
The Nature Conservancy was an intermediary in the
acquisition of the Treasure Shores ownership and will
hold the conservation easement on the portion of Trea-
sure Shores not acquired in fee-simple by the state.

Management Policy Statement
The primary goals of management of the St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project are: to conserve and protect envi-
ronmentally unique and irreplaceable lands that con-
tain native, relatively unaltered flora and fauna repre-
senting a natural area unique to, or scarce within, a
region of this state or a larger geographic area; to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native species
or endangered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, land-
scapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protect sig-
nificant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, fish
or wildlife resources which local or state regulatory
programs cannot adequately protect; to provide areas,
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-based
recreation; and to preserve significant archaeological
or historical sites.

Management Prospectus
Qualifications for state designation  The St. Joseph
Bay Buffer project contains extensive salt and fresh

water marshes and seagrasses.  These areas are major
spawning and nursery grounds and are critical in pro-
tecting the water quality of the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic
Preserve.  They qualify the project as a state buffer
preserve.
Manager  The recommended manager is the CAMA,
Department of Environmental Protection.
Conditions affecting intensity of management  The
project generally includes lands that are “low-need”
tracts, requiring basic resource management and pro-
tection.
Timetable for implementing management and provi-
sions for security and protection of infrastructure
Long-range plans for this property involve its use for
research and education and the fulfillment of the man-
agement requirements determined by first-year analy-
sis.
Revenue-generating potential  There are no plans for
revenue generation at this site.
Cooperators in management activities  The Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may be
involved in public hunting and fishing on this project.

Management Cost Summary/CAMA
Category 2004/05 2005/06
Source of Funds          CARL/LATF CARL/LATF

Salary $110,000 $115,000

OPS $101,000 $110,000
Expense $140,000 $80,000
OCO $50,000 $45,000
FCO $300,000 $30,000
TOTAL $701,000 $380,000
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St. Joe Timberland
Lake Wimico Site
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2000 Interim Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) Report - October 24, 2000 

Background Information; 
Two amendments were made to the St. Joe Timberland project. As acquisition efforts have 
progressed on these two sites (Lake Wimico and Aucilla/ Wacissa River Sinks) the owner and 
the land manager (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, FWC) have developed 
alternative boundaries that would further facilitate stewardship of adjacent public lands. 

A. The Nature Conservancy proposed the addition of 1,592 acres with a tax assessed value of
$1,940,906 to the St. Joe Timberlands CARL project - Wacissa/ Aucilla River site.

B. The FWC proposed the addition of 12,360 acres with a tax assessed value of 1,118,790 to
the St. Joe Timberlands CARL project - Lake Wimico site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved both of the additions as essential parcels. 

Resource Information: 
The FNAI reports that the predominant natural community within addition "A" is high quality 
hydric hammock. FNAI adds that because the proposal includes uplands adjoining the hydric 
hammock vegetation, it encompasses wetland/upland ecotones that can be important to many 
rare species. 

The FNAI reports that the southwestern portion of addition "B" contains a large area of well-
developed cypress and deciduous hardwood swamplands bordering Lake Wimico. These 
swamplands are bordered by Searcy Creek to the west and are contiguous with Indian Swamp 
to the east in the existing CARL boundary. In the northeastern portion of the addition there are 
several large deciduous swamp drainages, most significantly Cypress Creek, that connect south 
into Indian Swamp. These swamplands roughly comprise 30% of the proposed addition. Much 
of the remaining lands appear from aerial photography to be in various stages of silviculture. 
These pine plantations and clear-cut areas are likely on former wet flatwoods, wet prairie, and 
forested swampland habitats. 

Management; 
The FWC will manage both of the additions. The FWC supports the additions by virtue of their 
resource value, connectivity and management potential. 
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ST. JOE TIMBERLANDS: 
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St. Joe Timberiand 
Boundary Amendment: Box R Ranch/St. Vincent Tracts 

Group A Project 
Amended June 6, 2003 

Background Information: 

The Nature Conservancy proposed this 49,520-
acre addition in Gulf and Franklin counties, with 
a tax-assessed value of $3,213,760, to the St. 
Joe Timberiand Florida Forever project. The 
addition consists of one owner and was 
proposed for fee simple acquisition. The 
landowner has been contacted by the sponsors 
and is a willing seller. The St. Joe Timberiand 
project is a Group A project. 

Resource Information: 

The proposed addition consists of two tracts, 
the St. Vincent tract, and the Box R Ranch 
tract. The St. Vincent tract is located primarily 
in Gulf County and is approximately 41,474 
acres. The Box R Ranch is located in Franklin 
County and consists of approximately 8,046 
acres. The site contains a mosaic of forested 
pine uplands, wet prairies, hardwood and 
cypress swamps, three blackwater streams, 
coastal bluffs, and salt marshes. The proposal 
also includes 8 miles of shoreline on the 
southern portion of Lake Wimico. An FNAI 
evaluation of the boundary addition determined 
that the western parts of the proposal contain 
portions of the Ward Ridge system south and 
east of the town of Port St. Joe. This system 
has long been recognized by FNAI as 
harboring a high density of extremely rare plant 
species, several endemic to this region of the 
Florida Panhandle. The southern edge of the 
proposal contains additional ridge-and-swale 
topography associated with the St. Vincent 
Sound coastline. These systems support 
scrubby flatwoods, mesic/wet flatwoods, and 
possibly a small amount of sandhill on the 
ridges; the swales support baygall, dome 
swamps, or cypress strand swamps, often with 
wet prairie or wet flatwoods vegetation in the 
ecotones. Although most of this area appears 
to have been timbered and much of it 

converted to pine plantation or clear-cut, in the 
dune-and-swale areas groundcover is relatively 
intact. The Florida Forever Measures analysis 
for Under-Represented Communities indicates 
the site has at least 6,700 acres of relatively 
high quality pine flatwoods. Although the 
quality of the groundcover has not been 
recently eviautaed, it is likely that even more 
acreage (roughly 12,000 acres) of good quality 
flatwoods groundcover exists. 

There are approximately 14,700 acres of 
forested wetlands on the site. The majority of 
these are floodplain swamps and forests 
associated with the southern shore of Lake 
Wimico and several blackwater creeks that flow 
into the lake or into the Jackson River. The 
largest is Depot Creek, a long, winding 
blackwater stream that enters the proposal in 
the southwest and flows northeast into Lake 
Wimico. There are approximately 2,000 acres 
of freshwater marshes on the property, 
dominated by primarily sawgrass {Cladium 
jamaicense). The majority of this natural 
community is associated with the southeastern 
shore of Lake Wimico. Approximately 180 
acres of saltmarsh occurs in fringes along the 
St. Vincent Shoreline ,and some small areas of 
maritime hammock occur along the shoreline. 

The majority of this site is within the primary 
habitat zone for Florida black bear {Ursus 
americanus floridanus), designated by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWCC), and almost half (49%) of 
the lands fall within Habitat Conservation 
Priority areas, due primarily to the potential 
habitat associated with the rare plant species 
mentioned above, and wetlands that protect 
rare animals associated with the Apalachicola 
River. 
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St. Joe Timberiand 
Multi-Counties 

St. Joe Timberiand - Group A/Full Fee 

Group A 
Full Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The St. Joe Company is one ofthe largest landowners 
in Florida. The St. Joe Timberlands project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other 
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped 
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving 
the public an opportunity to experience large natural 
areas throughout north Florida. 

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the 
summaries for the projects listed below. 

General Description 
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ovmerships in the following projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scmb Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780 
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840 
acres); Florida's First Magnitude Springs (River Sink 
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake 
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand 
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres. The 
sites lie in the Panhandle fi-om Bay and Washington 
County to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County. They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scmb to swamps and springs. See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above. 
Public Use 
The sites are designated for various public uses. See 
the summaries for the projects listed above. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
The project includes multiple parcels and one owner, 
St. Joe Company. 

FNAI Elements 
See St. Joe ownership in each of the 

projects listed under General Description. 

On December 9, 1999, the Coimcil approved the cre-
ation of St. Joe Timberiand project, and added 1,318 
acres to the boundary as essential parcels (Lake Wimi-
co site). 

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration 
Council (ARC) added 1,593 acres (Wacissa/Aucilla site) 
and 12,360 (Lake Wimico site) to the project. 

In July, 2001 the 2,463-acre Ward Ridge property was 
added to the boundaries ofthe project. 

On June 6,2003 the Council added 49,520 acres in the 
Box R Ranch tract and St. Vincent tract to the project 
boundaries. 

Coordination 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project. 

" " l ^ -
Placed on list 2000 

Project Area (Acres) 162,032 

Acres Acquired 76,411 

at a Cost of $88,866,000 

Acres Remaining 85,621 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,827,000 
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberlands project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
County to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.
Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning and Status
The project includes multiple parcels and one owner,
St. Joe Company.

On December 9, 1999, the Council approved the cre-
ation of St. Joe Timberland project, and added 1,318
acres to the boundary as essential parcels (Lake Wimi-
co site).

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,593 acres (Wacissa/Aucilla site)
and 12,360 (Lake Wimico site) to the project.

In July, 2001 the 2,463-acre Ward Ridge property was
added to the boundaries of the project.

On April 25, 2002, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,656 acres in the Crooked/Short
Creek to the boundaries of the project.

On June 6, 2003 the Council added 49,520 acres in the
Box R Ranch tract and St. Vincent tract to the project
boundaries.

On June 4, 2004 the Council added a 10,444-acre addi-
tion to fill a gap between the Aucilla Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, and
the Big Bend Wildlife Management Area.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 172,476

Acres Acquired 78,003

at a Cost of $91,230,765

Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberlands project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
County to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
The project includes multiple parcels and one owner,
St. Joe Company.

On December 9, 1999, the Council approved the cre-
ation of St. Joe Timberland project, and added 1,318
acres to the boundary as essential parcels (Lake Wimi-
co site).

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,593 acres (Wacissa/Aucilla site)
and 12,360 (Lake Wimico site) to the project.

In July, 2001 the 2,463-acre Ward Ridge property was
added to the boundaries of the project.

On April 25, 2002, the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) added 1,656 acres in the Crooked/Short
Creek to the boundaries of the project.

On June 6, 2003 the Council added 49,520 acres in the
Box R Ranch tract and St. Vincent tract to the project
boundaries.

On June 4, 2004 the Council added a 10,444-acre addi-
tion to fill a gap between the Aucilla Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, and
the Big Bend Wildlife Management Area.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 172,476

Acres Acquired 78,003

at a Cost of $91,230,765

Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects.  Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project.  Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 172,476

Acres Acquired 78,003

at a Cost of $91,230,765

Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements

(Continued on Page 432)
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects.  Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project.  Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 172,476

Acres Acquired 78,003

at a Cost of $91,230,765

Acres Remaining 94,473

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $53,925,645

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements

(Continued on Page 443)
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects.  Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project.  Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 49,529

at a Cost of $66,850,801

Acres Remaining 120,812

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $68,960,074

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements

(Continued on Page 461)
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On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880.  The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2001 taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres)
is in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres)
is in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Multi-Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida. This project may also
help complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a state-
wide non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Flor-
ida Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See
the summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects.  Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project.  Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 52,679

at a Cost of $70,808,224

Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements

(Continued on Page 468)
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On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880.  The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2001 taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres)
is in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres)
is in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition inter-
mediary for this project.
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Group A
Full Fee

St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden,
Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon,
Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners
in Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consol-
idate the St. Joe ownerships already included in other
projects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped
tracts of land for native plants and animals and giving
the public an opportunity to experience large natural
areas throughout north Florida. This project may also
help complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a state-
wide non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Flor-
ida Forever project sites.

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See
the summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apalach-
icola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 1,780
acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 3,840
acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River Sink
40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); Lake
Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; Sand
Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres;
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all
the natural communities of north and central Florida,
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to
the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored by
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. Joe
Company within existing projects.  Other sites will be
proposed for addition to the project.  Approval was given
to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/
Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 1,300
to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site)
to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial
project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a
TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water
Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired the
majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the
project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, con-

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 52,679

at a Cost of $70,808,224

Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $67,161,470

See St. Joe ownership in each of the
projects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements

(Continued on Page 475)
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sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999
taxable value of $1,940,906.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St.
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable
value of $210,880.  The property is located in Gulf
County.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock Con-
servation Area, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the
St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks,
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2001 taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres)
is in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres)
is in Gadsden & Liberty counties.

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple,
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC,
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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Full Fee

 St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, 
Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites.

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the 
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See 
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the 
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it 
to the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored 
by the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially 
consisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. 
Joe Company within existing projects.  Other sites 
will be proposed for addition to the project.  Approval 
was given to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the 
Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 
1,300 to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico 
site) to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The 
initial project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres 
and a TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired 
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to 
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.  

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 52,679

at a Cost of $70,808,224

Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $67,161,470

See St. Joe ownership in each of the proj-
ects listed under General Description.

FNAI Elements

(Continued on Page 479)
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of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable 
value of $1,940,906. 

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.  
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of 
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable 
value of $210,880.  The property is located in Gulf 
County. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock 
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, 
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 

1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2001 
taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres) is 
in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres) is 
in Gadsden & Liberty counties. 

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to 
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.  

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as 
Flint Rock.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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 St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, 
Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites.

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the 
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joe Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 

and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above.
Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See 
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the 
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it 
to the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored 
by the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially 
consisted of discrete, individual tracts owned by St. 
Joe Company within existing projects.  Other sites 
will be proposed for addition to the project.  Approval 
was given to add an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the 
Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks project and approximately 
1,300 to the Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico 
site) to the project boundary as essential parcels.  The 
initial project consisted of approximately 56,218 acres 
and a TAV of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired 
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to 
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, 

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 52,679

at a Cost of $70,808,224

Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $67,161,470

(Continued on Page 491)
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consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.  

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable 
value of $1,940,906. 

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.  
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,560-acre addition, to the Lake Wimico tract project 
boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, consisted of 
one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable 
value of $210,880.  The property is located in Gulf 
County. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock 
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, 
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2001 
taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres) is 
in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres) is 
in Gadsden & Liberty counties. 

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to 
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.  

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as 
Flint Rock.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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Group A
Full Fee

 St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, 
Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites.

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the 
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 

and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above.
Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See 
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Manage-
ment Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the cre-
ation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to 
the CARL Priority list.  The project was sponsored by 
the St. Joe Company, DSL, and TNC, and initially con-
sisted of individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company 
within existing projects.  Other sites will be proposed 
for addition to the project.  Approval was given to add 
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla 
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the 
Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site) to the 
project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial project 
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a TAV of 
$34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District (NWFWMD) has acquired the majority 
of the Sand Mountain site.

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
12,360-acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to 
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.  

Placed on list 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 52,679

at a Cost of $70,808,224

Acres Remaining 117,662

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $67,161,470

(Continued on Page 480)
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On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable 
value of $1,940,906.  The FWC proposed 12,360-acre 
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake 
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.  
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 
taxable value of $210,880.  The property is located in 
Gulf County. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock 
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, 
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 

1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked & Short Creeks, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2001 
taxable value of $241,410. Short Creek (291 acres) is 
in Liberty County and Crooked Creek (1,365 acres) is 
in Gadsden & Liberty counties. 

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to 
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.  

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as 
Flint Rock.

Coordination
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is an acquisition in-
termediary for this project.
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 St. Joe Timberland Group A 
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, Gulf, Franklin, Full Fee
Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson and Taylor Counties 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida. The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites. 

Manager
The sites will be managed by various agencies. See the 
summaries for the projects listed below. 

General Description 
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 

and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs. See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above. 

Public Use 
The sites are designated for various public uses. See 
the summaries for the projects listed above. 

Acquisition Planning 
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the 
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added 
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) 
Priority list. The project was sponsored by the St. Joe 
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of 
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within 
existing projects. Other sites will be proposed for 
addition to the project. Approval was given to add 
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla 
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the 
Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site) to the 
project boundary as essential parcels. The initial project 
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax As-
sessed Value of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired 
the majority of the Sand Mountain site. 
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On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to 
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790. 

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable 
value of $1,940,906. The FWC proposed 12,360-acre 
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake 
Wimico site. 

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000. 
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County. 

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 
taxable value of $210,880. The property is located in 
Gulf County. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock 
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, 
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$1,243,672.

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 
acres, Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291 
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410. 

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to 
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.  

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366. 

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as 
Flint Rock. 

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project. 

344



478
September 2010

St. Joe Timberland 

Climate Change Lands
 St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, 
Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson 
and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites.

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the 
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 

16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See 
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the 
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added 
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) 
Priority list.  The project was sponsored by the St. Joe 
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of 
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within 
existing projects.  Other sites will be proposed for 
addition to the project.  Approval was given to add 
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla 
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the 
Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site) to the 
project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial project 
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax As-
sessed Value of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired 
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 85,227*

at a Cost of $76,054,595

Acres Remaining 85,114

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $48,576,562
*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790. 

On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable 
value of $1,940,906.  The FWC proposed 12,360-acre 
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake 
Wimico site.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.  
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.

On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 
taxable value of $210,880.  The property is located in 
Gulf County. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock 
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, 
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$1,243,672.
On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 
acres, Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291 
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410. 

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to 
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.  

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as 
Flint Rock.

On 4/6/2010, the FWC acquired from TNC approxi-
mately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for $5,246,371.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.
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St. Joe Timberland 

Climate Change Lands
St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, 
Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson 
and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites.

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the 
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 

16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See 
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On December 9, 1999, the Land Acquisition Man-
agement Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the 
creation of the St. Joe Timberland project and added 
it to the Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) 
Priority list.  The project was sponsored by the St. Joe 
Company, Division of State Lands (DSL), and The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC), and initially consisted of 
individual tracts owned by St. Joe Company within 
existing projects.  Other sites will be proposed for 
addition to the project.  Approval was given to add 
an additional 1,318 acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla 
River Sinks project and approximately 1,300 to the 
Apalachicola River Project – Lake Wimico site) to the 
project boundary as essential parcels.  The initial project 
consisted of approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax As-
sessed Value of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District (NWFWMD) has acquired 
the majority of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List 2000

Project Area (Acres) 170,341

Acres Acquired 85,227*

at a Cost of $76,054,595

Acres Remaining 85,114

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $48,576,562
*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland 

On August 22, 2000, the Acquisition and Restora-
tion Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790. 
 
On August 22, 2000, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,592-acre addition, known as Snipe Island, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable 
value of $1,940,906.  The FWC proposed 12,360-acre 
addition which was approved to be added to the Lake 
Wimico site.
 
On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
22,260-acre addition, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.  
19,445 acres are located in Jefferson County, the re-
mainder in Taylor County.
  
On July 12, 2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph Bay buffers 
project boundary. It was sponsored by the FWC, con-
sisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2000 
taxable value of $210,880.  The property is located in 
Gulf County. 

On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
2,194-acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock 
Conservation Area, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, 
the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable value of 
$1,243,672.
On April 25, 2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
1,656-acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 
acres, Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291 
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410. 

On June 6, 2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
49,565-acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to 
Lake Wiminco, to the project boundary. It was spon-
sored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.  

On June 4, 2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 
10,444-acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, 
to the project boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 
2002 taxable value of $1,007,366.  

In January 2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as 
Flint Rock.

On 4/6/2010, the FWC acquired from TNC approxi-
mately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for $5,246,371.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.

     Updated 1/6/2011
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St. Joe Timberland 

Climate Change Lands
St. Joe Timberland
Bay, Walton Washington, Gadsden, Liberty, 
Gulf, Franklin, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson 
and Taylor Counties

Purpose for State Acquisition
The St. Joe Company is one of the largest landowners in 
Florida.  The St. Joe Timberland project will consolidate 
the St. Joe ownerships already included in other proj-
ects, thus helping to preserve large undeveloped tracts 
of land for native plants and animals and giving the 
public an opportunity to experience large natural areas 
throughout north Florida. This project may also help 
complete the Florida National Scenic Trail, a statewide 
non-motorized trail that crosses a number of Florida 
Forever project sites.

Manager 
The sites will be managed by various agencies.  See the 
summaries for the projects listed below.

General Description
The St. Joe Timberlands project includes the St. Joe 
Company ownerships in the following  projects: Apala-
chicola River (Sweetwater Creek 7,040 acres, Gadsden 
Glades 360 acres, and Aspalaga Landing 600 acres 
sites); Brevard Coastal Scrub Ecosystem (Tico site 
1,780 acres); Dickerson Bay/Bald Point (Bald Point site 
3,840 acres); Florida’s First Magnitude Springs (River 
Sink 40 acres and St. Marks 700 acres springs sites); 
Lake Powell 600 acres; St. Joseph Bay Buffer 250 acres; 
Sand Mountain 1,680 acres; Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 

16,000 acres; Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks 19,840 acres; 
and Wakulla Springs Protection Zone 2,240 acres.  The 
sites lie in the Panhandle from Bay and Washington 
Counties to Taylor County, except for the Tico site in 
Brevard County.  They include samples of almost all 
the natural communities of north and central Florida, 
from scrub to swamps and springs.  See the general 
descriptions for the projects listed above.

Public Use
The sites are designated for various public uses.  See 
the summaries for the projects listed above.

Acquisition Planning
On 12/9/1999, the Land Acquisition Management 
Advisory Council (LAMAC) approved the creation 
of the St. Joe Timberland project and added it to the 
Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) Priority 
list.  The project was sponsored by the St. Joe Company, 
Division of State Lands (DSL), and The Nature Con-
servancy (TNC), and initially consisted of individual 
tracts owned by St. Joe Company within existing proj-
ects.  Other sites will be proposed for addition to the 
project.  Approval was given to add an additional 1,318 
acres (18 to the Wacissa/Aucilla River Sinks project 
and approximately 1,300 to the Apalachicola River 
Project – Lake Wimico site) to the project boundary 
as essential parcels.  The initial project consisted of 
approximately 56,218 acres and a Tax Assessed Value 
of $34,614,545.  The Northwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District (NWFWMD) has acquired the majority 
of the Sand Mountain site.

Placed on List                                                   2000

Project Area (GIS Acres)                             170,571

Acres Acquired (GIS)                                    80,595*

at a Cost of                                            $76,054,595

Acres Remaining (GIS)                                  89,976

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of  $48,576,562
*NWFWMD has purchased acreage in project boundary.
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St. Joe Timberland 

On 8/22/2000, the Acquisition and Restoration 
Council (ARC) approved a fee-simple, 12,360-
acre addition, known as Lake Wimico site, to
the project boundary. It was sponsored by the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC), 
consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a
1999 taxable value of $1,118,790.  On 8/22/2000, 
the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,592-acre addition, 
known as Snipe Island, to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 1999 taxable value of $1,940,906.  
The FWCC proposed 12,360-acre addition which was 
approved to be added to the Lake Wimico site.

On 7/12/2001, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 22,260-
acre addition, to the project boundary. It was sponsored 
by the FWCC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Com-
pany, and a 2000 taxable value of $5,565,000.  19,445 
acres are located in Jefferson County, the remainder 
in Taylor County.  On 7/12/2001, the ARC approved 
a fee-simple, 2,560-acre addition, to the St. Joseph 
Bay buffers project boundary. It was sponsored by the 
FWC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, 
and a 2000 taxable value of $210,880.  The property is 
located in Gulf County. 

On 4/25/2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 2,194-
acre addition, known as the Tiger Hammock Conser-
vation Area, to the project boundary. It was sponsored 
by Dr. John Epler, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe 
Company, and a 2002 taxable value of $1,243,672.
On 4/25/2002, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 1,656-
acre addition, known as Crooked Creek (1,365 acres, 
Gadsden/Liberty Counties) and Short Creek (291 
acres, Liberty County), to the project boundary. It was 
sponsored by the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. 
Joe Company, and a 2001 taxable value of $241,410. 

On 6/6/2003, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 49,565-
acre addition, known as St. Vincent Sound to Lake 
Wimico, to the project boundary. It was sponsored by 
the TNC, consisted of one owner, the St. Joe Company, 
and a 2002 taxable value of $3,213,760.

On 6/4/2004, the ARC approved a fee-simple, 10,444-
acre addition, known as the Flint Rock tract, to the proj-
ect boundary. It was sponsored by the TNC, consisted 
of one owner, the St. Joe Company, and a 2002 taxable 

value of $1,007,366.

In 1/2008 TNC acquired 10,905 acres known as Flint 
Rock.

On 4/6/2010, the FWCC acquired from TNC approxi-
mately 2,836 acres of the Flint Rock site for $5,246,371.

Coordination
TNC is an acquisition intermediary for this project.

Updated 2/17/2012
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#17 TATE'S HELL CARRABELLE TRACT 

expanses of wetlands on site that are not suited for 
development. The area has been managed for 
sustained-yield silviculture since 1956 and could 
continue to serve that purpose. 

Growth pressures in this portion of Franklin and 
Liberty Counties are minimal. A large development on 
all or a portion of the tract is extremely unlikely. An 
attempt in 1991 to subdivkie and develop the property 
appears to have failed, at least temporarily. If the 
property is sold off piecemeal to private interests, 
scattered low density residential development could 
result and this would affect the ability to manage the 
remaining lands property. Sales in 1992 of lots (40-50 
acres) on the southern portion of the New River have 
reportedly been successful. 

This project lies within a Chapter 380 Area of Critical 
State Concern. 

ACQUISITION PLANNING 
The project design for the Tate's Hell Carrabelle Tract 
project was approved by the Land Acquisition 
Advisory Council on December 6, 1991. 

Project Design recommendations altered the resource 
planning boundary by adding approximately 1,800 
acres of coastal scrub to the southern project 
boundary. The addition is undeveloped and in two 
ownerships. 

On September 20, 1993, the Land Acquisition 
Advisory Council (LAAC) approved the re-classification 
of the Cory/University of Florida parcels from Phase 
II to Phase I. 

MacDonald ownership and will begin on the Cory/UF 
tracts depending upon availability of funding in the 
1994-95 CARL Land Acquisition Workpian. 

RESOLUTIONS 
Franklin County Commission - Opposed State 
Acquisition. 
Franklin County Commission - Request the 
land be designated State Forest. 
Liberty County Commission - Opposed State 
Acquisition. 

1990 

1991 

1993 

PROJECT HISTORY 
Assessment Approved: 07/12/91 
Design/Boundary Approved: 12/06/91 
Design/Boundary Modified: 

09/20/93 - Phasing modified 
PREVIOUS RANKINGS 

1993 
1992 

19 
24 

ACQUISITION HISTORY 
Year 
1993 

Acres 
28,009.00 

Funds 
$3,500,000 

Acquisition Phasing 
Phase I: First Wachovia Bank, Glawson (under 

contract), McDonald, Tucker, and 
Cory/University of Florida parcels. 

Phase II: St. Joe Paper Company and other 
parcels. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management District 
(NWFWMD), the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission (GFC), and the U.S. Forest Service 
(USPS) are participants in the acquisition of this 
project. The NWFWMD provided 50% funding for 
acquisition of ca. 24,500 acres of the Glawson tract 
(Bienville Forest), while GFC funded the acquisition of 
3,500 acres of this ownership including Bloody Bluff, 
a Creek Indian battle site. The USPS was negotiating 
the acquisition of the remainder of this ownership (ca. 
1,280 acres). Congress appropriated $1 million to the 
US Forest Service in FY 1993 for acquisition in Tate's 
Hell. 

OWNERSHIP 
The project consists of approximately 214,520 acres, 
several hundred parcels, and six major owners. 

ACQUISITION STATUS 
The Glawson and Bloody Bluff tracts were put under 
contract by the Division of State Lands (half of funding 
provided by NWFWMD on Glawson) and the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, respectively, 
during the past year. Mapping is in process on the 
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#09 Tates Hell 

• • ' " i 
::::::::v:-:::-:-:-:l?.'!f3ect::rastpiy.::\^ 

Ranking 
(last 5 yrs.) 

Assessment Approved: 7/12/91 

Project Design Approved: 12/6/91 

CARL Acquisition History 

Year Acres Funds 

1994 

1993 

1992 

1991 

1990, 

17 

19 

24 

Boundary/Design Modifications 

9/20/93 Phasing modified (UF/Cory 
included in first Phase). 

1994 

1993 

44,610, 

28,009 

$21,583,653 

$3,500,000 

jrlijilililjjijijili^^gjt^^ijl^;^ 
Essential tracts to acquire include most large ownerships including a significant coastal tract - Wachovia, Glawson 
(acquired), McDonalds (acquired). Tucker (acquired), and the University of Florida. Negotiations continuing on Wachovia 
and Rex Lumber. Phase II includes the St Joe ownership as well as several hundred other parcels. 

The Northwest Florida Water Management District tiie Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission and tiie US Forest 
Service are participants in the acquisition of this project The NWFWMD provided 50 % of the funding for acquisition of 
24. 500 acres of the Glawson tract, while GFC funded the acquisition of 3. 500 acres of this ownership including Bloody 
Bluff, a creek Indian BatUe site. The USPS was negotiating the acquisition of the remainderof this ownership (~1.280 acres) 
Congress appropriated $1.5 million to the US Forest Service in FY 1995 for acquisition in the Apalachicola National Forest 

TNC, TPL and Jim MacFarland are intermediaries in the acquisition of some tracts. 

A resolution was received from Franklin County - Against State acquisition within County. 

gflTyFcffroanfie:W9ii:jnQ^>^ 
Natural 

Communities 
Forest 

Resources 
Vascular 

Plants 
Fish and 
Wildlife 

Fresh Water 
Resources 

Coastal 
Resources 

2a 2b 

M M M M M M 

Geological 
Resources 

Historical 
Resources Outdoor Recreation Resources Acquisition Guiding Principles 

l a 1b 2a 2b 

H H M H H M M H N H 
mmmmmmmmmm m^^^^mmm^^^^mm^^^^^^:. 

imminent Danger of: Likely to be: 

Develop-
ment 

Loss of 
Habitat Subdivision Developed 

in 12 mos. 
Escalating 
Land Val-

Sen/es to Protect: 

Recharge 
Area 

Other 
Nat. Res. 

Res.-based 
Recreation 

• s Best Met 
o s Also Met 

Cost s 80% 
Appraisal 

E & T spp 
Habitat 

P-59 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
Franklin and Liberty Counties Priority 10 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles 
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee rivers, 
though logged, are critical to the survival in north 
Florida of black bear and other wildlife that need large 
unpopulated areas. The Tate's Hell/Carrabelle Traa 
will conserve most of this land, maintaining a link of 
undeveloped land with the Apalachicola National 
Forest and the Apalachicola National Estuarine 
Research Reserve, preserving the water quality of creeks 
that flow into produaive Apalachicola Bay, and letting 
the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view the plants 
and animals in this uniquely large landscape. 

Manager 
Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services and the U.S. Forest Service will 
manage portions of the project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and sport 
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary 
(International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most 
productive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients 
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from Tate's 
Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the most 
productive nursery ground in the Bay. The project 
also incudes invaluable wildlife habitat important for 
the survival of the threatened Florida black bear. At 
least 18 rare plant species listed with the Florida 
Natural Areas Inventory occur in the projea. There 
are also unique dwarf pond cypress swamps here. 
Five archaeological sites are known from the projea 
boundaries, including the site of a Creek Indian battle 

and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola 
River. The project has been threatened by 
subdivision and sale of lots, especially along the New 
River, but growth pressure is low in these counties. 

Public Use 
This projea is designed to become a State Forest and an 
addition to the Apalachicola National Forest, providing 
opportunities for hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, 
hiking, and nature appreciation. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential tracts to acquire include most large ownerships 
including a significant coastal traa - Wachovia, Glawson 
(acquire^, McDonalds (acquired). Tucker (acquirec^, 
and the University of Florida. Negotiations continuing 
on Wachovia and Rex Lumber. Phase II includes the St. 
Joe ownership and over one hundred other parcels. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management Distria, the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission and 
the US Forest Service are participants in the acquisition 
of this projea. The NWFWMD provided 50 % of the 
funding for acquisition of 24, 500 acres of the Glawson 
traa, while GFC funded the acquisition of 3, 500 acres 
of this ownership including Bloody Bluff, a creek Indian 
Battle site. The USES was negotiating the acquisition of 
the remainder of this ownership (—1,280 acres) 
Congress appropriated $1.5 million to the US Forest 
Service in FY 1995 for acquisition in the Apalachicola 
National Forest. TNC, TPL and Jim MacFarland are 
intermediaries in the acquisition of some traas. 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 10 

FNAI Element Occurrences 

Placed on list White btrds-m-a-nest Gl/Sl Placed on list 1992 

Carolina grass-of-pamassus G2/S1 Project Area (Acres) 214,901 
Red-cockaded woodpecker 

Large-leaved jomtweed 

G2/S2 

G2/S2 
Acres Acquired 72,619 

Meadowbeauty G2/S2 at a Cost of $30,058,653 

West's flax G2/S2 Acres Remaining 141,901 

Thick-leaved water-willow G2/S2 Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $37,896,000 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

38 FNAI elements known from site 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Tate's 
Hell Carrabelle Tract CARL projea are: to 
conserve and protea significant habitat for native 
species or endangered and threatened species; to 
conserve, protea, manage, or restore important 
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to 
enhance or protea significant surface water, coastal, 
recreational, timber, fish or wildlife resources 
which local or state regulatory programs cannot 
adequately protect; and to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based 
recreation 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The Tate's 
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over 
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet 
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the 
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its size 
and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it as a 
state forest and wildlife management area. 
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to 
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being 
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this 
corridor along the New River is a logical addition 
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of 
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the 
project. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. The 
remainder of the projea will require extensive 
hydrological restoration once existing timber 
encumbrances are removed. These restoration 
efforts may require management and funding 
beyond what is typically expected on a state forest. 

Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of 
infrastructure The New River corridor would 
immediately fall under the National Forests in 
Florida's Land and Resource Management Plan 
(Forest Plan). Within the first few years after 
acquisition, management aaivities will focus on site 
security, resource inventory, removal of existing 
trash, management for appropriate recreational use, 
and managing for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approximately 25,000 acres of the projea have 
been purchased and assigned to the Division of 
Forestry for management. The Division of 
Forestry is currently providing public access for 
low intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor 
recreation aaivities-Initial aaivities will include 
securing the site, providing public and fire 
management access, inventorying resources, and 
removing trash. The Division will provide access to 
the public while proteaing sensitive resources. The 
projea's natural resources and threatened and 
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried 
to provide the basis for a management plan. Long-
range plans for this projea will generally be 
direaed toward restoring disturbed areas to their 
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as 
proteaing threatened and endangered species. The 
majority of the projea is composed of pine 
plantations with an established network of woods 
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the 
original ground cover species are still present and, 
with proper management, can be restored to a more 
natural condition.An all-season burning program 
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black 
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires. 
Timber management will mostly involve 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 10 

improvement thinnings and regeneration harvests. 
Plantations will be thinned and, where appropriate, 
reforested with species found in natural ecosystems. 
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. 
Infrastructure will primarily be located in disturbed 
areas and will be the minimum required for 
management and public access. The Division will 
promote environmental education. 
Revenue-generating potential la cooperation with 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission, the New River area may one day 
provide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest 
Service will soon be working with this agency to 

obtain a projected revenue. The Division of 
Forestry will sell timber as needed to improve or 
maintain desirable ecosystem conditions. These 
sales will provide variable amounts of revenue, but 
the revenue-generating potential for this project is 
expected to be low. 
Cooperators in management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of 
the New River area. The Division of Forestry will 
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other state 
agencies, local government entities and interested 
parties as appropriate. 

Management Cost Summary/DOF 

Category 
Source of Funds 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

Management Cost Summary/USFS 

Category 
Source of Funds 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 
CARL CARL CARL 

$26,788 $66,469 $269,357 
$0 $20,000 $0 
$64,950 $89,946 $157,368 
$165,300 $9,825 $308,713 
$0 $0 $0 
$257,038 

c c c 

$186,240 $735,438 

1994/95 1995/96 
Federal Federal 

$78,000 $45,000 
$0 $0 
$3,000 $2,000 
$0 $0 
$0 $0 
$81,000 $47,000 
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Tates HeU/CarrabeUe tot 
Franklin and Liber^ Counties 

Priority 18 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles 
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee 
rivers, though logged, are critical to the survival in 
north Florida of black bear and other wildlife that 
need large unpopulated areas. The Tate's Hell/ 
Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of this land, 
maintaining a link of undeveloped land with the 
Apalachicola National Forest and the Apalachicola 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, preserving the 
water quality of creeks that flow into produttive 
Apalachicola Bay, and letting the public hunt, fish, 
canoe, or simply view the plants and animals in this 
uniquely large landscape. 

Managers 
Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service will also 
manage portions of the project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and recreational 
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary 
(International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most 
productive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients 
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from Tate's 
Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the most 
productive nursery ground in the Bay. The project 
also includes invaluable wildlife habitat important for 
the survival of the threatened Florida black bear. At 

FNAI Elements 

White birds-in-a-nest Gl /Sl 
Carolina grass-ofpamassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 

Large-leafed jomtweed G2/S2 
Meadowbeauty G2/S2 
West's flax G2/S2 

Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

38 elements known from site 

least 18 rare plant species listed with the Florida 
Natural Areas Inventory occur in the project. There 
are also unique dwarf pond cypress swamps here. 
Five archaeological sites are known to be within the 
project boundaries, including the site of a Creek 
Indian battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the 
Apalachicola River. The project has been threatened 
by subdivision and sale of lots, especially along the 
New River, but growth pressure is low in these 
counties. 

Public Use 
This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will 
become an addition to the Apalachicola National 
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and 
nature appreciation. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential traas to acquire include most large 
ownerships as well as a significant coastal tract: 
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson 
(acquired), McDonald (acquired). Tucker (acquired). 
Rex (acquired) and the University of Florida 
Foundation (acquired). 

Phase n includes the St. Joe ownership and over one 
hundred small acreage parcels. 

Coordination 
The Northwest Florida Water Management District, 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
and the US Forest Service are participants in the 
acquisition of this projea. The NWFWMD provided 

Placed on list 

Project Area (Acres) 

Acres Acquired 

at a Cost of 

Acres Remaining 

Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of 

136 

1992 

214,901 

129,033 

$67,916,288 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 18 
I 

50% of the funding for acquisition of the 24,500 acre 
Glawson traa. The GFC also funded acquisition of 
the 3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian 
battle site. The USFS participated in the acquisition 

of approximately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have 
aaed as intermediaries in the acquisition of some 
traas. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Tate's 
Hell Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to 
conserve and protect sigiiificant habitat for native 
species or endangered and threatened species; to 
conserve, protect, manage, or restore important 
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to 
enhance or protect significant surface water, coastal, 
recreational, timber, fish or wildlife resources 
which local or state regulatory programs cannot 
adequately protect; and to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based 
recreation 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The Tate's 
Hell/Carrabelle project j as a whole covers over 
200,000 acres of mostly [timbered and ditched wet 
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the 
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its size 
and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it as a 
state forest and wildlife nianagement area. 
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to 
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being 
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this 
corridor along the Newj River is a logical addition 
to this National Forest.' The Florida Division of 
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the 
project. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. The 
remainder of the project will require extensive 
hydrological restoration once existing timber 
encumbrances are renioved. These restoration 
efforts may require management and funding 
beyond what is typically expected on a state forest. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of 
infrastructure The New River corridor would 
immediately fall under the National Forests in 
Florida's Land and Resource Management Plan 
(Forest Plan). Within the first few years after 
acquisition, management activities will focus on site 
security, resource inventory, removal of existing 
trash, management for appropriate recreational use, 
and managing for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have 
been purchased and assigned to the Division of 
Forestry for management. The Division of 

Forestry is currently providing public access for 
low intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor 
recreation aaivities.Initial activities will include 
securing the site, providing public and fire 
management access, inventorying resources, and 
removing trash. The Division will provide access to 
the public while protecting sensitive resources. The 
project's natural resources and threatened and 
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried 
to provide the basis for a management plan. 
Long-range plans for this project will generally be 
direaed toward restoring disturbed areas to their 
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as 
proteaing threatened and endangered species. The 
majority of the project is composed of pine 
plantations with an established network of woods 
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the 
original ground cover species are still present and, 
with proper management, can be restored to a more 
natural condition.An all-season burning program 
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black 
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires. 
Timber management will mostly involve 
improvement thinning and regeneration harvests. 
Plantations will be thinned and, where appropriate, 
reforested with species found in natural ecosystems. 
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. 
Infrastruaure will primarily be located in disturbed 
areas and will be the minimum required for 
management and public access. The Division will 
promote environmental education. 
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission, the New River area may one day 
provide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest 
Service will soon be working with this agency to 
obtain a projected revenue. The Division of 
Forestry will sell timber as needed to improve or 
maintain desirable ecosystem conditions. These 
sales will provide variable amounts of revenue, but 
the revenue-generating potential for this project is 
expected to be low. 

Cooperators in management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of 
the New River area. The Division of Forestry will 
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other state 
agencies, local government entities and interested 
parties as appropriate. 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 18 

Management Cost SummarylDOF 

Category 
Source of Funds 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

Management Cost Summary/USFS 

Category 
Source of Funds 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 
CARL CARL CARL 

$66,469 $214,789 $405,000 
$20,000 $11,520 $13,000 
$89,946 $136,608 $270,000 
$9,825 $420,473 $360,000 
$0 $0 $0 
$186,240 $783,390 $1,048,000 

1994/95 1995/96 
Federal Federal 

$78,000 $45,000 
$0 $0 
$3,000 $2,000 
$0 $0 
$0 $0 
$81,000 $47,000 

138 

385



Tates HelllCarrabelle Tract • Priority 18 
386



Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract Priority 24 

Franklin and Liberiiy Counties 
Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for miles 
from the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee 
rivers, though logged, are critical to the survival in 
north Florida of black bear and other wildlife that 
need large unpopulated areas. The Tate=s Hell/ 
Carrabelle Traa will conserve most of this land, 
maintaining a link of undeveloped land with the 
Apalachicola National Forest and the Apalachicola 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, preserving the 
water quality of creeks that flow into produaive 
Apalachicola Bay, and letting the public hunt, fish, 
canoe, or simply view the plants and animals in this 
uniquely large landscape. 

Managers 
Division of Forestry, Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service will also 
manage portions of the projea. 

General Description 
The projea is vital to the commercial and recreational 
fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary (an 
International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most 
produaive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients 
from leaf litter and other daritus draining from Tates 
Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the most 
produaive nursery ground in the Bay. It provides an 
invaluable wildlife habitat important for the survival 
of the threatened Florida black bear. It contains 

FNAI Elements 

White birds-in-a-nest Gl /S l 

Carolina grass-of-pamassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 

Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2 

Meadowbeauty G2/S2 

West'sflax G2/S2 

Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 

Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 
38 elements known from site 

dwarf pond cypress swamps and a geologically unique 
coastal dune formation, and proteas at least 18 rare 
plant species listed by FNAI, one of which is a variety 
proteaed nowhere else. Five archaeological sites are 
known to be within the projea boundaries, including 
the site of a Creek Indian battle and old cemetery at 
Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River. The projea 
has been threatened by subdivision and sale of lots, 
especially along the New River, but growth pressure 
is low in these counties. 

Public Use 
This projea qualifies as a State Forest; pan will 
become an addition to the Apalachicola National 
Forest. The projea will provide opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and 
nature appreciation. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential traas to acquire include most large 
ownerships as well as a significant coastal traa: 
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson 
(acquirec^, McDonald (acquired). Tucker (acquirec^. 
Rex (acquirec^ and the University of Florida 
Foundation (acquired). 

Phase n includes the St. Joe ownership and over one 
hundred small acreage parcels. 

Coordination 
The NW Florida Water Management Distria, the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission and 
the US Forest Service are participants in the 
acquisition of this projea. The NWFWMD provided 

Placed on list 1992 

Project Area (Acres) 214,901 

Acres Acquired 140.141 

ataCostof $83,537,399 

Acres Remaining 74,760 

Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $22,931,908 

166 

387



Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 24 

50% of the funding for acquisition of the 24,500 acre 
Glawson traa. The GFC also funded acquisition of 
the 3,500 acre Bloody Bluff traa, a Creek Indian 
battle site. The USES participated in the acquisition 

of approximately 1,280 acres. "TNC and TPL have 
aaed as intermediaries in the acquisition of some 
tracts. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Tates Hell 
Carrabelle Traa CARL projea are: to conserve and 
protea significant habitat for native species or 
endangered and threatened species; to conserve, 
protea, manage, or restore important ecosystems, 
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or protea 
significant surface water, coastal, recreational, timber, 
fish or wildlife resources which local or state 
regulatory programs cannot adequately protea; and 
to provide areas, including recreational trails, for 
natural-resource-based recreation 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The Tates 
Hell/Carrabelle projea as a whole covers over 
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet 
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the 
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its size 
and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it as a state 
forest and wildlife management area. 
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to 
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being 
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this 
corridor along the New River is a logical addition to 
this National Forest. The Florida Division of 
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the 
project. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management The 
New River corridor is a moderate-need traa. The 
remainder of the projea will require extensive 
hydrological restoration once existing timber 
encumbrances are removed. These restoration efforts 
may require management and funding beyond what is 
typically expeaed on a state forest. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of 
infrastructure The New River corridor would 
immediately fall under the National Forests in 
Florida's Land and Resource Management Plan 
(Forest Plan). Within the first few years after 
acquisition, management aaivities will focus on site 
security, resource inventory, removal of existing 
trash, management for appropriate recreational use, 
and managing for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have been 
purchased and assigned to the Division of Forestry for 

management. The Division of Forestry is currently 
providing public access for low intensity, non-
facilities-related outdoor recreation aaivities.Initial 
aaivities will include securing the site, providing 
public and fire management access, inventorying 
resources, and removing trash. The Division will 
provide access to the public while proteaing sensitive 
resources. The projea's natural resources and 
threatened and endangered plants and animals will be 
inventoried to provide the basis for a management 
plan. 

Long-range plans for this projea will 
generally be direaed toward restoring disturbed areas 
to their original conditions, as far as possible, as well 
as proteaing threatened and endangered species. The 
majority of the projea is composed of pine 
plantations with an established network of woods 
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the original 
ground cover species are still present and, with proper 
management, can be restored to a more natural 
condition.An all-season burning program will use, 
whenever possible, existing roads, black lines, foam 
lines and natural breaks to contain fires. Timber 
man^ement will mostly involve improvement 
thinning and regeneration harvests. Plantations will 
be thinned and, where appropriate, reforested with 
species found in natural ecosystems. Stands will not 
have a targeted rotation age. Infrastruaure will 
primarily be located in disturbed areas and will be the 
minimum required for management and public access. 
The Division will promote environmental education. 

Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
the New River area may one day provide revenues 
from quota hunts. The Forest Service will soon be 
working with this agency to obtain a projeaed 
revenue. The Division of Forestry will sell timber as 
needed to improve or maintain desirable ecosystem 
conditions. These sales will provide variable 
amounts of revenue, but the revenue-generating 
potential for this project is expeaed to be low. 
Cooperators in management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of the 
New River area. The Division of Forestry will 
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other state 
agencies, local government entities and interested 
parties as appropriate. 
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Franklin and Liberty Counties 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for 
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the 
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to 
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other 
wildlife that need large impopulated areas. The 
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of 
this land, maintauiing a link of imdeveloped land 
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that 
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public himt, fish, canoe, or simply view 
the plants and animals in this uruquely large land-
scape. 

Managers 
Division ofForestry, Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service 
will also manage portions ofthe project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries ofthe Apalachicola Bay estuary 
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one ofthe most pro-
ductive in the northem hemisphere. Nutrients 
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from 
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the 
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It 
provides an invaluable wildhfe habitat important 

for the survival of the threatened Florida black 
bear. It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and 
a geologically imique coastal dune formation, and 
protects at least 18 rare plant species listed by 
FNAI, one of which is a variety protected nowhere 
else. Five archaeological sites are known to be 
within the project boundaries, including the site 
of a Creek Indian battle and old cemetery at 
Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River. The 
project has been threatened by subdivision and sale 
of lots, especially along the New River, but growth 
pressure is low in these counties. 

Public Use 
This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will 
become an addition to the Apalachicola National 
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for 
huntmg, fishing, canoeing, campuig, hiking, and 
nature appreciation. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential tracts to acquire include most large own-
erships as well as a significant coastal tract: 
Wachovia/Profimdis (partially acquired), Glawson 
(acquired), McDonald (acquired). Tucker (ac-
quired). Rex (acquired) and the University of 
Florida Foundation (acquu^ed). 

Phase n includes the St. Joe ownership and over 
one hundred small acreage parcels. 

FNAI Elements | 
White birds-in-a-nest G1/S1 
Carolina grass-of-pamassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2 
Meadowbeauty G2/S2 
West's flax G2/S2 
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

38 elements known from site 

Placed on list 1992 

Project Area (Acres) 214,901 

Acres Acquired 140,141 

at a Cost of $83,537,399 

Acres Remaining 74,760 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $22,931,908 
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Coordination 
The NW Florida Water Management District, the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
the Division of Forestry, and the US Forest Ser-
vice are participants in the acquisition of this 
project. The NWFWMD provided 50% of tiie 
fimdmg for acquisition ofthe 24,500 acre Glawson 

tiact. The GFC also fimded acquisition of tiie 
3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battle 
site. The USPS participated in the acquisition of 
approxhnately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have 
acted as intermediaries in the acquisition of some 
ttacts. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Tates 
Hell/Carrabelle Tract CARL project are: to con-
serve and protect significant habitat for native 
species or endangered and threatened species; to 
conserve, protect, manage, or restore important 
ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, in order to 
enhance or protect significant surface water, 
coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildhfe re-
sources which local or state regulatory programs 
carmot adequately protect; and to provide areas, 
including recreational trails, for natural-resource-
based recreation 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The Tates 
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over 
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet 
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the 
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its 
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it 
as a state forest and wildhfe management area. 
Manager The USDA Forest Service proposes to 
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being 
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this 
corridor along the New River is a logical addition 
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of 
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder ofthe 
project. 
Conditions affecting intensity ofmanagement 
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tiact. 
The remamder ofthe project will requhe exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and fimding 
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection ofinfra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests m Florida's 
Land and Resoiu-ce Management Plan (Forest 
Plan). Withm the first few years after acquisition, 
management activities will focus on site security, 
resource inventory, removal of existing trash, 
management for appropriate recreational use, and 
managmg for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approxhnately 25,000 acres of the project have 
been purchased and assigned to the Division of 
Forestry for management. The Division of For-
estry is currently providing public access for low 
intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor recreation 
activities. Initial activities will include securing 
the site, providing pubhc and fire management 
accesses, inventorymg resources, and removing 
trash. The Division will provide access to the 
public while protecting sensitive resources. The 
project's natural resources and threatened and en-
dangered plants and aiumals will be inventoried 
to provide the basis for a management plan. ^ 
Long-range plans for this project will generally 
be directed toward restoring disturbed areas to 
their original conditions, as far as possible, as well 
as protecting threatened and endangered species. 
The majority ofthe project is composed of puie 
plantations with an estabhshed network of woods 
roads and drainage ditches. In most areas, the 
original groimd cover species are still present and, 
with proper management, can be restored to a more 
natural condition. An aU-season buming program 
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black 
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires. 
Timber management wiU mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thirmed and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems. 
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
frastructure will primarily be located in disturbed 
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areas and will be the minimum required for man-
agement and public access. The Division will 
promote environmental education. 
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis-
sion, the New River area may one day provide 
revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Service 
will soon be working with this agency to obtain a 
projected revenue. The Division ofForestry wiU 
sell timber as needed to improve or maintain de-

Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Priority 22 

sirable ecosystem conditions. These sales will 
provide variable amounts of revenue, but the rev-
enue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low. 
Cooperators in management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of 
the New River area. The Division ofForestry will 
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other 
state agencies, local government entities and in-
terested parties as appropriate. 

Management Cost Summary/DOF 

Source of Funds CARL CARL CARL 

Salary $212,544 $264,824 $335,715.35 
OPS $18,520 $8,000 $20,400.00 
Expense $171,108 $198,768 $506,858.40 
OCO $663,003 $75,645 $192,894.75 
FCO $0 $0 $450,000.00 
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237 $1,505,868.50 

Management Cost Summary/USFS 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds Federal Federal Federal 

Salary $15,000 $2,000 $2,000 
OPS $0 $0 $0 
Expense $1,000 $0 $0 
OCO $0 $0 $0 
FCO $0 $0 $0 
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000 $2,000 
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CARL Prpject Boundary 

Federal Land 

Local or Private Managed Area 

State Land 

state Aquatic Preserve 

Other CARL Prt^ect 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
Franklin and Liberty Counties 

Priority 24 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreadmg for 
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the 
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to 
the survival m north Florida of black bear and other 
wildlife that need large impopulated areas. The 
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of 
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land 
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that 
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting tiie public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view 
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape. 

Managers 
Division ofForestry, Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service 
will also manage portions of the project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary 
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one ofthe most pro-
ductive in the northern hemisphere. Nutrients 
from leaf htter and other detritus draining from 
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the 
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It 
provides an invaluable wildhfe habitat important 

FNAI Elements 
White birds-in-a-nest G1/S1 
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2 
Meadowbeauty G2/S2 
West's flax G2/S2 
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

47 elements known from project 

for the survival of the threatened Florida black 
bear. It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and 
a geologically unique coastal dune formation, and 
protects at least 23 rare plant species listed by 
FNAI, one of which is a variety protected nowhere 
else. Five archaeological sites are known to be 
within the project boimdaries, including the site 
of a Creek Indian battle and old cemetery at 
Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola River. The 
project has been threatened by subdivision and sale 
of lots, especially along the New River, but growth 
pressure is low in these counties. 

Public Use 
This project quahfies as a State Forest; part will 
become an addition to the Apalachicola National 
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and 
nature appreciation. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential tracts to acquire mclude most large own-
erships as well as a significant coastal tract: 
Wachovia/Proftmdis (partially acquhed), Glawson 
(acquired), McDonald (acquired). Tucker (ac-
quired). Rex (acquired) and the University of 
Florida Foundation (acquhed). 

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over 
one hundred small acreage parcels. 

Placed on list 1992 

Project Area (Acres) 198,901 

Acres Acquired 158,756 

at a Cost of $101,046,567 

Acres Remaining 40,145 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $12,314,091 
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rf cf  mpgegl j aml bgrgml q q d p q nmqqg jc  q u cjj 
q npmrcargl e rf pc rcl cb l b cl b l ecpcb qncagcq- 

Sf c k hmpgrw mdrf c npmhcar gq amk nmqcb md ngl c 
nj l r rgml q u grf  l  cqr jgqf cb l cru mpi  md u mmbq 
pmbq l b bp gl ec bgraf cq- Hl  k mqr pc q  rf c 
mpgegl j epmsl b amt cp qncagcq pc qrgjj npcqcl r l b  
u grf  npmncp k l eck cl r  a l  c pcqrmpcb rm  k mpc 
l rsp j aml bgrgml - l  jj,qc qml  spl gl e npmep k  
u gjj sqc  u f cl ct cp nmqqg jc  cvgqrgl e pm bq  j ai  
jgl cq  dmk  jgl cq l b l rsp j pc i q rm aml r gl  dgpcq- 
Sgk cp k l eck cl r u gjj k mqrjw gl t mjt c gk npmt c,
k cl r rf gl l gl e l b pcecl cp rgml  f pt cqrq- Oj l r ,
rgml q u gjj c rf gl l cb l b  u f cpc nnpmnpg rc  pc,
dmpcqrcb u grf  qncagcq dmsl b gl  l rsp j camqwqrck q- 
Rr l bq u gjj l mr f t c  r pecrcb pmr rgml  ec- Hl ,
dp qrk arspc u gjj npgk pgjw c jma rcb gl  bgqrsp cb 
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areas and will be the minimum required for man-
agement and public access. The Division will 
promote envhonmental education. 
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with 
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis-
sion, the New River area may one day provide 
revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Service 
will soon be working with this agency to obtain a 
projected revenue. The Division ofForestry will 
sell timber as needed to improve or maintain de-

sirable ecosystem conditions. These sales will 
provide variable amounts of revenue, but the rev-
enue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low. 
Cooperators in management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of 
the New River area. The Division ofForestry will 
cooperate with and seek the assistance of other 
state agencies, local government entities and in-
terested parties as appropriate. 

Management Cost Summary/DOF 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds CARL CARL CARL 

Salary $212,544 $264,824 $335,715.35 
OPS $18,520 $8,000 $20,400.00 
Expense $171,108 $198,768 $506,858.40 
OCO $663,003 $75,645 $192,894.75 
FCO $0 $0 $450,000.00 
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237 $1,505,868.50 

Management Cost Summary/USFS 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds Federal Federal Federal 

Salary $15,000 $2,000 $2,000 
OPS $0 $0 $0 
Expense $1,000 $0 m 
OCO $0 $0 m 
FCO $0 $0 $0 
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000 $2,000 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
Franklin and Liberty Counties 

Group A 
Full Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for 
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the 
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to 
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other 
wildlife that need large unpopulated areas. The 
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of 
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land 
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that 
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view 
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape. 

Managers 
Division of Forestry (DOF), Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest 
Service vsall also manage portions of the project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary 
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most pro-
ductive in the northem hemisphere. Nutrients 
from leaf litter and other detritus draining from 
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the 
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It 
provides an invaluable wildlife habitat important 

FNAI Elements 
White birds-in-a-nest G1/S1 
Carolina grass-of-pamassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2 
Meadowbeauty G2/S2 
West's flax G2/S2 
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

47 elements known from project 

for the survival of the threatened Florida black bear. 
It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and a geo-
logically unique coastal dune formation, and pro-
tects at least 23 rare plant species listed by FNAI, 
one of which is a variety protected nowhere else. 
Five archaeological sites are knovm to be within 
the project boundaries, including the site of a Creek 
Indian battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on 
the Apalachicola River. The project has been 
threatened by subdivision and sale of lots, espe-
cially along the New River, but growth pressure is 
low in these counties. 

Public Use 
This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will 
become an addition to the Apalachicola National 
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and 
nature appreciation. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential tracts to acquire include most large own-
erships as well as a significant coastal tract: 
Wachovia/Profundis (partially acquired), Glawson 
(acquired), McDonald (acquired). Tucker (ac-
quired), Rex (acquired) and the University of 
Florida Foundation (acquired). 

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over 
one hundred small acreage parcels. 

Placed on list 1992 

Project Area (Acres) 198,901 

Acres Acquired 158,756 

at a Cost of $101,046,567 

Acres Remaining 40,145 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $12,314,091 
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Coordination 
The NW Florida Water Management District, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC), the DOF, and the US Forest Service 
are participants in the acquisition of this project. 
The NWFWMD provided 50% of the funding for 
acquisition of the 24,500 acre Glawson tract. The 

FWC also funded acquisition of the 3,500 acre 
Bloody Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battle site. The 
USFS participated in the acquisition of approxi-
mately 1,280 acres. TNC and TPL have acted as 
intermediaries in the acquisition of some tracts. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management of the Tates Hell/ 
Carrabelle Tract project are: to conserve and pro-
tect significant habitat for native species or endan-
gered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, 
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or 
protect significant surface water, coastal, recre-
ational, timber, fish or wildlife resources which 
local or state regulatory programs cannot ad-
equately protect; and to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based rec-
reation 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The Tates 
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over 
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet 
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the 
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its 
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it 
as a state forest and wildlife management area. 
Manager The US Forest Service proposes to 
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being 
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this 
corridor along the New River is a logical addition 
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of 
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder of the 
project. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. 
The remainder of the project will require exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and funding 
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est. 
Tlmetablefor Implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of infra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests in Florida's 
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest 
Plan). Within the first few years after acquisition, 
management activities will focus on site security, 
resource inventory, removal of existing trash, 
management for appropriate recreational use, and 
managing for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approximately 25,000 acres of the project have 
been purchased and assigned to the DOF for man-
agement. The DOF is currently providing public 
access for low intensity, non-facilities-related out-
door recreation activities. Initial activities vdll in-
clude securing the site, providing public and fire 
management accesses, inventorying resources, and 
removing trash. The Division wdll provide access 
to the public while protecting sensitive resources. 
The project's natural resources and threatened and 
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried 
to provide the basis for a management plan. 
Long-range plans for this project will generally be 
directed toward restoring disturbed areas to their 
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as 
protecting threatened and endangered species. The 
majority of the project is composed of pine plan-
tations with an established network of woods roads 
and drainage ditches. In most areas, the original 
ground cover species are still present and, with 
proper management, can be restored to a more 
natural condition. An all-season burning program 
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black 
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires. 
Timber management vdll mostly involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thinned and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems. 
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
frastructure will primarily be located in disturbed 
areas and will be the minimum required for man-
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agement and public access. The Division will pro-
mote environmental education. 
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with 
the FWC, the New River area may one day pro-
vide revenues from quota hunts. The Forest Ser-
vice will soon be working with this agency to ob-
tain a projected revenue. The Division of For-
estry will sell timber as needed to improve or main-
tain desirable ecosystem conditions. These sales 

will provide variable amounts of revenue, but the 
revenue-generating potential for this project is ex-
pected to be low. 
Cooperators In management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of 
the New River area. The DOF will cooperate with 
and seek the assistance of other state agencies, local 
government entities and interested parties as ap-
propriate. 

Management Cost Summary/DOF 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds CARL CARL CARL 

Salary $212,544 $264,824 $335,715.35 
OPS $18,520 $8,000 $20,400.00 
Expense $171,108 $198,768 $506,858.40 
OCO $663,003 $75,645 $192,894.75 
FCO $0 $0 $450,000.00 
TOTAL $1,065,175 $547,237 $1,505,868.50 

Management Cost Summary/USFS 
Category 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 
Source of Funds Federal Federal Federal 

Salary $15,000 $2,000 $2,000 
OPS $0 $0 $0 
Expense $1,000 $0 $0 
OCO $0 $0 $0 
FCO $0 $0 $0 
TOTAL $16,000 $2,000 $2,000 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
Franklin and Liberty Counties 

Group A 
Full Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote flatwoods and swamps spreading for 
miles from the lower Apalachicola to the 
Ochlockonee rivers, though logged, are critical to 
the survival in north Florida of black bear and other 
wildlife that need large unpopulated areas. The 
Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract will conserve most of 
this land, maintaining a link of undeveloped land 
with the Apalachicola National Forest and the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Re-
serve, preserving the water quality of creeks that 
flow into productive Apalachicola Bay, and let-
ting the public hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view 
the plants and animals in this uniquely large land-
scape. 

Managers 
Division of Forestry (DOF), Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest 
Service will also manage portions ofthe project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and recre-
ational fisheries of the Apalachicola Bay estuary 
(an International Biosphere Reserve and National 
Estuarine Research Reserve), one of the most pro-
ductive in the northem hemisphere. Nutrients 
fi-om leaf litter and other detritus draining from 
Tates Hell feed the East Bay marshes, by far the 
most productive nursery ground in the Bay. It 
provides an invaluable wildlife habitat important 

FNAI Elements | 
White birds-in-a-nest G1/S1 1 
Carolina grass-of-parnassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Large-leafed Jointweed G2/S2 
Meadowbeauty G2/S2 
West's flax G2/S2 
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 1 

47 elements known from project | 

for the survival ofthe threatened Florida black bear. 
It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and a geo-
logically unique coastal dune formation, and pro-
tects at least 23 rare plant species listed by FNAI, 
one of which is a variety protected nowhere else. 
Five archaeological sites are known to be within 
the project boundaries, including the site of a Creek 
Indian battle and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on 
the Apalachicola River. The project has been 
threatened by subdivision and sale of lots, espe-
cially along the New River, but growth pressure is 
low in these counties. 

Public Use 
This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will 
become an addition to the Apalachicola National 
Forest. The project will provide opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, hiking, and 
nature appreciation. .4 , r.; 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential tracts to acquire include most large owner-
ships as well as a significant coastal tract: Wachovia/ 
Profundis (partially acquired; remainder in negotia-
tions), Glawson (acquired), McDonald (acquired), 
Tucker (acquired). Rex (acquired) and the University 
ofFlorida Foundation (acquired). 

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over 
one hundred small acreage parcels. 

Placed on list ; ^ 1992 

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 193,896 

Acres Acquired : 154,188 

a taCosto f $108,096,567 

Acres Remaining * ' . 39,708 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $18,712,695 
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Coordination 
The NW Florida Water Management District, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC), the DOF, and the US Forest Service 
are participants in the acquisition of this project. 
The NWFWMD provided 50% ofthe fiinding for 
acquisition ofthe 24,500 acre Glawson tract. The 

FWC also funded acquisition of the 3,500 acre Bloody 
Bluff tract, a Creek Indian battie site. The USES 
participated in the acquisition of approximately 1,280 
acr^s. TNC and TPL have acted as intermediaries in 
the acquisition of some tracts. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management ofthe Tates Hell/ 
Carrabelle Tract project are: to conserve and pro-
tect significant habitat for native species or endan-
gered and threatened species; to conserve, pro-
tect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, 
landscapes, and forests, in order to enhance or 
protect significant surface water, coastal, recre-
ational, timber, fish or wildlife resources which 
local or state regulatory programs cannot ad-
equately protect; and to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based rec-
reation 

Management Prospectus 
Qualifications for state designation The Tates 
Hell/Carrabelle project as a whole covers over 
200,000 acres of mostly timbered and ditched wet 
flatwoods and floodplain swamps between the 
Apalachicola National Forest and East Bay. Its 
size and its forest and wildlife resources qualify it 
as a state forest and wildlife management area. 
Manager The US Forest Service proposes to 
manage 6800 acres along the New River. Being 
adjacent to the Apalachicola National Forest, this 
corridor along the New River is a logical addition 
to this National Forest. The Florida Division of 
Forestry proposes to manage the remainder ofthe 
project. 
Conditions affecting intensity of management 
The New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. 
The remainder of the project will require exten-
sive hydrological restoration once existing tim-
ber encumbrances are removed. These restora-
tion efforts may require management and funding 
beyond what is typically expected on a state for-
est. 
Timetable for implementing management and 
provisions for security and protection of infra-

structure The New River corridor would imme-
diately fall under the National Forests in Florida's 
Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest 
Plan). Within the first few years after acquisition, 
management activities will focus on site security, 
resource inventory, removal of existing trash, 
management for appropriate recreational use, and 
managing for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approximately 25,000 acres ofthe project have 
been purchased and assigned to the DOF for man-
agement. The DOF is currently providing public 
access for low intensity, non-facilities-related out-
door recreation activities. Initial activities will in-
clude securing the site, providing public and fire 
management accesses, inventorying resources, and 
removing trash. The Division will provide access 
to the public while protecting sensitive resources. 
The project's natural resources and threatened and 
endangered plants and animals will be inventoried 
to provide the basis for a management plan. 
Long-range plans for this project will generally be 
directed toward restoring disturbed areas to their 
original conditions, as far as possible, as well as 
protecting threatened and endangered species. The 
majority ofthe project is composed of pine plan-
tations with an established network of woods roads 
and drainage ditches. In most areas, the original 
ground cover species are still present and, with 
proper management, can be restored to a more 
natural condition. An all-season buming program 
will use, whenever possible, existing roads, black 
lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain fires. 
Timber management will mostiy involve improve-
ment thinning and regeneration harvests. Planta-
tions will be thinned and, where appropriate, re-
forested with species found in natural ecosystems. 
Stands will not have a targeted rotation age. In-
fi-astructure will primarily be located in disturbed 
areas and will be the minimum required for man-
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
Franklin and Liberty Counties 

Group A 
FuU Fee 

Purpose for State Acquisition 
The remote fiatwoods and swamps spreading for miles 
fi"om the lower Apalachicola to the Ochlockonee riv-
ers, though logged, are critical to the survival in north 
Florida of black bear and other wildlife that need large 
unpopulated areas. The Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract 
will conserve most of this land, maintaining a link of 
undeveloped land with the Apalachicola National For-
est and the Apalachicola National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, preserving the water quality of creeks that flow 
into productive Apalachicola Bay, and letting the pub-
lic hunt, fish, canoe, or simply view the plants and ani-
mals in this uniquely large landscape. 

Managers 
Division of Forestry (DOF), Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services. The U.S. Forest Service 
will also manage portions ofthe project. 

General Description 
The project is vital to the commercial and recreational 
fisheries ofthe Apalachicola Bay estuary (an Intema-
tional Biosphere Reserve and National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve), one ofthe most productive in the north-
em hemisphere. Nutrients from leaf litter and other 
detritus draining from Tates Hell feed the East Bay 
marshes, by far the most productive nursery ground in 
the Bay. It provides an invaluable wildlife habitat im-
portant for the survival ofthe threatened Florida black 
bear. It contains dwarf pond cypress swamps and a 
geologically unique coastal dune formation, and pro-
tects at least 23 rare plant species listed by FNAI, one 
of which is a variety protected nowhere else. Five ar-
chaeological sites are known to be within the project 

FNAI Elements 
White birds-in-a-nest G1/S1 
Carolina gmss-of-pamassus G2/S1 
Red-cockaded woodpecker G2/S2 
Large-leafed jointweed G2/S2 
Meadowbeauty _ ^ G2/S2 
West's flax G2/S2 
Thick-leafed water-willow G2/S2 
Gulf coast lupine G2/S2 

47 elements known from project 

boimdaries, including the site of a Creek Indian battle 
and old cemetery at Bloody Bluff on the Apalachicola 
River. The project has been threatened by subdivision 
and sale of lots, especially along the New River, but 
growth pressure is low in these counties. 

PublicUse 
This project qualifies as a State Forest; part will be-
come an addition to the Apalachicola National Forest. 
The project will provide opportunities for hunting, fish-
ing, canoeing, camping, hilcing, and nature apprecia-
tion. 

Acquisition Planning and Status 
Essential tracts to acquire include most large owner-
ships as well as a significant coastal tract: Wachovia/ 
Profimdis (partially acquired; remainder in negotia-
tions), Glawson (acquired), McDonald (acquired). 
Tucker (acquired). Rex (acquired) and the University 
of Florida Foundation (acquired). 

Phase II includes the St. Joe ownership and over one 
hundred small acreage parcels. 

Coordination 
The NW Florida Water Management District, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC), the DOF, and the US Forest Service are par-
ticipants in the acquisition of this project. The 
NWFWMD provided 50% ofthe fiinding for acquisi-
tion ofthe 24,500 acre Glawson tract. The FWC also 
fimded acquisition ofthe 3,500 acre Bloody Bluff tract, 
a Creek Indian battle site. The USFS participated in 

Placed on list 1992 

Project Area (Not GIS Acreage) 193,896 

Acres Acquired 154,188 

a taCos to f $108,096,567 

Acres Remaining 39,708 

with Estimated (Tax Assessed) Value of $18,712,695 
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the acquisition of approximately 1,280 acres. TNC 
and TPL have acted as intermediaries in the acquisi-
tion of some tracts. 

Management Policy Statement 
The primary goals of management ofthe Tates Hell/ 
Carrabelle Tract project are: to conserve and protect 
significant habitat for native species or endangered and 
threatened species; to conserve, protect, manage, or 
restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, 
in order to enhance or protect significant surface wa-
ter, coastal, recreational, timber, fish or wildlife re-
sources which local or state regulatory programs can-
not adequately protect; and to provide areas, including 
recreational trails, for natural-resource-based recreation 

ManagementProspectus 
Qualificationsfor state designation The Tates Hell/ 
Carrabelle project as a whole covers over 200,000 acres 
of mostly timbered and ditched wet flatwoods and flood-
plain swamps between the Apalachicola National For-
est and East Bay. Its size and its forest and wildlife 
resources qualify it as a state forest and wildlife man-
agement area. 
Manager The US Forest Service proposes to manage 
6800 acres along the New River. Being adjacent to the 
Apalachicola National Forest, this corridor along the 
New River is a logical addition to this National Forest. 
The Florida Division of Forestry proposes to manage 
the remainder of the project. 
Conditions affecting intensity of numagement The 
New River corridor is a moderate-need tract. The re-
mainder ofthe project will require extensive hydrologi-
cal restoration once existing timber encumbrances are 
removed. These restoration efforts may require man-
agement and fimding beyond what is typically expected 
on a state forest. 
Timetablefor implementing management and provi-
sions for security andprotection ofinfrastructure The 
New River corridor would immediately fall under the 
National Forests in Florida's Land and Resource Man-
agement Plan (Forest Plan). Within the first few years 
after acquisition, management activities will focus on 
site security, resource inventory, removal of existing 
trash, management for appropriate recreational use, and 
managing for necessary prescribed fire. 
Approximately 25,000 acres ofthe project have been 
purchased and assigned to the DOF for management. 

The DOF is currently providing public access for low 
intensity, non-facilities-related outdoor recreation ac-
tivities. Initial activities will include securing the site, 
providing public and fire management accesses, inven-
torying resources, and removing trash. The Division 
will provide access to the public while protecting sen-
sitive resources. The project's natural resources and 
threatened and endangered plants and animals will be 
inventoried to provide the basis for a management plan. 
Long-range plans for this project will generally be di-
rected toward restoring disturbed areas to their origi-
nal conditions, as far as possible, as well as protecting 
threatened and endangered species. The majority of 
the project is composed of pine plantations with an es-
tablished network of woods roads and drainage ditches. 
In most areas, the original ground cover species are 
still present and, with proper management, can be re-
stored to a more natural condition. An all-season bum-
ing program will use, whenever possible, existing roads, 
black lines, foam lines and natural breaks to contain 
fires. Timber management will mostly involve improve-
ment thmning and regeneration harvests. Plantations 
will be thiimed and, where appropriate, reforested with 
species found in natural ecosystems. Stands will not 
have a targeted rotation age. Infrastmcture will pri-
marily be located in disturbed areas and will be the 
minimum required for management and public access. 
The Division will promote environmental education. 
Revenue-generating potential In cooperation with the 
FWC, the New River area may one day provide rev-
enues from quota hunts. The Forest Service will soon 
be working with this agency to obtain a projected rev-
enue. The Division of Forestry will sell timber as needed 
to improve or maintain desirable ecosystem conditions. 
These sales will provide variable amounts of revenue, 
but the revenue-generating potential for this project is 
expected to be low. 
Cooperators in management activities Franklin 
County could be involved in the management of the 
New River area. The DOF will cooperate with and 
seek the assistance of other state agencies, local gov-
ernment entities and interested parties as appropriate. 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Group A/Full Fee 

Management Cost Summary/DOF 
Category 1996/97 
Source of Funds CARL 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

$212,544 
$18,520 

$171,108 
$663,003 

$0 
$1,065,175 

Management Cost Summary/USFS 
Category 1996/97 
Source of Funds Federal 

Salary 
OPS 
Expense 
OCO 
FCO 
TOTAL 

$15,000 
$0 

$1,000 
$0 
$0 

$16,000 

1997/98 1998/99 
CARL CARL 

$264,824 $335,715.35 
$8,000 $20,400.00 

$198,768 $506,858.40 
$75,645 $192,89475 

$0 $450,000.00 
$547,237 $1,505,868.50 

1997/98 1998/99 
Federal Federal 

$2,000 $2,000 
$0 $0 
$0 $0 
$0 $0 
$0 $0 

$2,000 $2,000 

393 

409



Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Group A/Full Fee 

TATES HELI/CARRABELLE TRACT: OVERVIEW 
FRANKUNAND LIBERTY COUNTIES 
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Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Group A/Full Fee 
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FRANKUNAND UBERTY COUNTIES 

Rorida Forever Project Boundary 

Acquired 

Essential Parcel(s) Remaining 

/ ^ ^ StatE Owned Lands 

\^\;s^!^ other Conservation Lands 

I Miles MARCH 2003 

395 

411



Tates Hell/Carrabelle Tract - Group A/Full Fee 

TATES HELI/CARRABELLE TRACT: MAP 2 OF 2 
FRANKUNAND UBERTY COUNTIES 
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