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Supporting documentation

Attachment A. Provide a general description (narrative) of the land proposed including:

1)  A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage.

The proposed Star Lake Connector Florida Forever projects consists of 5501 acres (GIS calculated acres)

in Putnam County FL, about 3 miles southeast of the town of Hawthorne.  

The proposed area contains 10 tax parcels, titled to Sleepy Creek LLC and Ocala Meadows International

Limited Partnership.   

Star Lake Connector connects two large conservation properties.  To the West, the property abuts the

Lochloosa Slough and Fox Pen Preserves, variously owned and managed by Alachua County, and Alachua

Conservation Trust (ACT).  On its eastern boundary, the property abuts the Twin Creek Ranch and BJ Bar

Ranch, both privately owned properties with conservation easements.  
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natural pine woodland with intact native groundcover.  

The property contains about 1,000 acres of wetlands, mostly concentrated in the southern portion. These include

large bayhead swamps, marshes, wet prairies and forested wetlands. The southern boundary is defined by Orange

Creek and associated riparian forest. Orange Creek is a major tributary of the Ocklawaha River, draining the sandhills

of western Putnam county.  

The property surrounds Star Lake and numerous privately-owned lots, which are not part of the project proposal. 

a.   Does the property contain historic structures 50 years old or older? If so, provide a    brief

description, photograph(s) and location.  

No.

b.   Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.  

None.

3) Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses.

None. Less-than-fee acquisition proposed, which would not include public access.

4) Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the proposed project.

The project area is zoned as agricultural land. If not protected, the land could be converted to more intensive

agricultural or residential land uses. The project area is important for aquifer recharge; accelerated water

consumption related to intensive land uses would affect groundwater resources.

5) Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable). 

None.

6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) and (10), F.S.] and furthers the

Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum

on the DEP website.

The proposed Star Lake Connector Florida Forever project addresses the Florida Forever program Goals

A, B, C, and G.

2) The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological and historical characteristics of the

project.

Most of Star Lake Connector is upland, containing a matrix of pine plantations, improved pasture, and natural forest. 

The Cooperative Land Cover (CLC) version 3.8 from Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC) indicates that nearly

4,000 acres support pine plantations (see CLC data in map section).  However, much of this area was cleared and

converted to improved pasture in recent years, as apparent in the aerial imagery (see map section).  We estimate

that there are about 1,200 acres that remain in pine plantation or 
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A1. The number of acres acquired through the state's land acquisition programs that contribute to the

enhancement of essential natural resources, ecosystem service parcels, and connecting linkage corridors

as identified and developed by the best available scientific analysis:

The Star Lake Connector property connects two large conservation landscapes. There are about 7,000

acres of conservation lands owned by Alachua County and ACT west of the property. To the east, there are

over 8,000 acres of privately-owned conservation lands. If protected, the Star Lake property connects and

completes nearly 20,000 acres of conservation lands. These, in turn, are connected to the Ocala to Osceola

Wildlife Corridor and the large Lochloosa Slough-Paynes Prairie landscape. Furthermore, Star Lake

Connector is part of the Florida Wildlife Corridor, as part of the critical linkage between the Cross Florida

Greenway/Ocala National Forest, and the Lochloosa-Paynes Prairie conservation lands.  

Importantly, the Star Lake Connector contains lands that are, or could be restored to highly suitable gopher

tortoise habitat. Much of the northern parts have deep sands and upland vegetation that comprise good

habitat. These areas are connected to a large existing gopher tortoise mitigation site to the east (Twin

Creek and BJ Bar Ranches). If protected, Star Lake could expand one of the largest landscapes in north

Florida to benefit gopher tortoises and associated wildlife species. Nearly half of the property contains

soils suitable for gopher tortoise habitat, as indicated by the USDA NRCS gopher tortoise suitability model

based on soil types:

Goal A: Enhance the coordination and completion of land acquisition projects, as

measured by:

A2. The number of acres protected through the use of alternatives to fee simple acquisition:

The project is proposed for less-than-fee acquisition. 

A3. The number of shared acquisition projects among Florida Forever funding partners and partners with

other funding sources, including local governments and the Federal Government:

The Star Lake Connector project is in the Forest to Gulf Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

project area. Led by ACT, the Forest to Gulf RCPP is a partnership program centered on accelerating

conservation programs in a 6-county area that includes western Putnam County. Florida DEP is a partner in

the RCPP. As such, there may be funding available through the USDA NRCS easement program to

complement Florida Forever purchases of conservation easement. 
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Goal B: Increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species, natural community, and

landscape levels, as measured by:

B1. The number of acres acquired of significant strategic habitat conservation areas:

Most of the Star Lake Connector property is priority Strategic Habitat Conservation Area (SHCA) according to

the Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment (FFCNA, FNAI 2024).  A total of 80% of the property is

designated as Priority 2, 3 and 5:

B2. The number of acres acquired of highest priority conservation areas for Florida's rarest species:

The Critical Lands and Waters Identification Project (CLIP 4.0) data designates the entire project area as

priority lands for protection of natural resources and biodiversity. According to the biodiversity CLIP (CLIP 4)

model, the entire property is Priority 1-5 for conservation of biodiversity:   

B3. The number of acres acquired of significant landscapes, landscape linkages, and conservation corridors,

giving priority to completing linkages:

Nearly the entire project area occupies Priority 3 lands of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network (FEGN),

which are also priority areas for the Florida Wildlife Corridor. Similarly, the entire property is Priority 2 and 3, as

designated by the CLIP Landscape integrity data (CLIP version 4) 
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B4. The number of acres acquired of underrepresented native ecosystems:

Nearly the entire property occupies areas designated at priority lands in the FNAI Habitat Conservation data

layer (FFCNA, FNAI 2024).  

B5. The number of landscape-sized protection areas of at least 50,000 acres that exhibit a mosaic of

predominantly intact or restorable natural communities established through new acquisition projects or

augmentations to previous projects:

The Star Lake Connector is part of a much larger system of existing conservation lands, including the large

network of State and County owned lands to the west (Lochloosa Slough, Paynes Prairie State Preserve,

Longleaf Flatwoods, Barr Hammock, and Georgia Pacific conservation easement lands), and privately-

owned conservation lands to the east.  If eventually connected, the Florida Wildlife Corridor will include

hundreds of thousands of conservation lands extending from Bradford and eastern Alachua counties to

the Cross Florida Greenway and Ocala National Forest landscape.   

Goal C: Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water and wetland

systems of the state, as measured by:

C1. The number of acres of publicly owned land identified as needing restoration, enhancement, and

management, acres undergoing restoration or enhancement, acres with restoration activities completed,

and acres managed to maintain such restored or enhanced conditions; the number of acres which

represent actual or potential imperiled species habitat; the number of acres which are available pursuant to

a management plan to restore, enhance, repopulate, and manage imperiled species habitat; and the number

of acres of imperiled species habitat managed, restored, enhanced, repopulated, or acquired;

Although we do not have exact acreages, most of the Star Lake Connector uplands have been cleared

and/or converted to improved pasture.  These areas can be restored to pine woodlands and other suitable

wildlife habitats.  
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C2. The number of acres acquired that protect natural floodplain functions;

Over a third of the property is priority for protection of natural floodplains, including extensive wetlands

along Orange Creek (FCNA, FNAI 2024).  

C3. The number of acres acquired that protect surface waters of the state:

Nearly the entire property is priority for protection of surface waters, according to the CLIP data for surface

water conservation (CLIP, version 4)

C4. The number of acres of functional wetland systems protected;

There are 1217 acres of wetlands according to the National Wetland Inventory data (NWI in Florida,

2023).  Of these, most are 
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Goal G: Increase the amount of forestland available for sustainable management of natural resources,

as measured by:

G1. The number of acres acquired that are available for sustainable forest management;

Most of the project area contains priority areas for sustainable forestry, according to the Florida

Forever Conservation Needs Assessment data.  (Note these data are likely based on outdated CLC

cover types, but indicate areas that could be restored to sustainable forest management).  

7) Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition.

    a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the current uses of the     property.

Also include any known activities or property rights proposed to be acquired by the state and those proposed

to be retained by the property owner.

The property is currently used for grazing and timber production.  The property owner would expect to continue

forest management, with restoration of improved pasture to native woodlands.  

   b. If project is proposed for fee simple acquisition, include the proposed land manager and a management

commitment letter from the agency/entity upon application submittal. Applications for fee simple projects

may be delayed if a management commitment from the recommended agency/entity is not included.

8) Whether the project is on another state acquisition list? If so, which one?  

NA

Attachment B. Ownership and tax information must include:

      1) One copy of the county property appraiser's property tax card for each parcel of land within the proposal.

The tax card should include the following:

      a. Tax parcel identification number.

      b. Just or market tax assessed value and tax assessed value.

      c. Owners' names and addresses.

      d. Description and value of improvements.

      e. Tax parcel acreage and its improvements.

      f. Ad valorem taxes assessed on the property.
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2)  If multiple parcels are included in the project proposal, summarize in table format by county,

parcel ID, owner, acres and tax assessed value.

3)  A letter from each property owner confirming their willingness to sell or a statement from the

applicant asserting that each owner has been contacted.

Attachment C. Maps and Aerial Photographs

      1)Provide shapefiles for the proposed project that depict the project boundaries or show the

property boundaries on U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle map. USGS

topographic quadrangle maps can be obtained from DEP’s Land Boundary Information System

(LABINS) or the U.S. Geological Survey.

      2)  Mark the boundaries of the proposed addition on county tax maps, overlain on aerials if

available. If tax aerial overlays are not available, aerials or Digital Orthophoto Quadrangle (DOQs) and

tax maps should be submitted. DEP’s Map Direct can also be used to assist with developing aerial

and tax maps.

      3)Mark the boundaries of the proposal on Florida Department of Transportation county highway

maps.
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ATTACHMENT B:

Ownership and tax information for Star Lake Connector 
** following pages are recent Putnam County property records for 10 tax parcels 

Summary table: 10 tax parcels:
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Attachment C: Maps
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AERIAL PHOTOS of Star Lake Connector
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