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Attachment A – General Description 

1) Descriptive location of the land proposed with total acreage: 
 
There are six contiguous parcels (hereafter the “property”), all owned by the same family, 
constituting this application. The parcels total 435 acres.  
 
The property is in Highlands County, just south of County Road 731, west of US 27 and east of 
Venus.  It lies within the Fisheating Creek Ecosystem Florida Forever Project and is less than a 
mile from Platt Branch Wildlife and Environmental Area. 
   
2) General physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological, and historical 
characteristics of the property: 
 
The property has approximately one mile of frontage on each side of Fisheating Creek. Except 
for several small, cleared spaces which have wooden cabins on them serving primarily as bunk 
houses, a small pole barn, and a dilapidated trailer that the owners will likely remove at some 
point, the property is almost entirely native habitat. Other than boundary fencing, there are very 
few fences on the property, and there are no cattle or improved pastures. Approximations on land 
types are 30% cypress swamp, 35% pine flatwoods, and 35% hardwood hammocks. It is a 
wonderful mosaic of natural communities.   
 
We believe it is safe to say that representatives of every threatened and endangered species in the 
region throughout time have lived on or traversed the property. Animal species observed by 
landowners include Florida panther, Florida black bear, Eastern blue indigo snake, crested 
caracara, wood stork, otters, Sherman’s fox squirrel, bobwhite quail, gopher tortoise, Eastern 
diamondback rattlesnake, bobcat, alligator, barred owl, red-shouldered hawk, roseate spoonbill, 
sandhill crane, ibis, bald eagle, kingfisher, great blue heron, swallow-tail kite, and pileated 
woodpecker.  

a. Historic structures? No. 
b. Improvements/facilities? There is a dilapidated mobile home that will likely be removed 

by the owners at some point, a simple pole barn, and three small wooden cabins that 
serve as bunk houses.  

 
3) Potential public recreation opportunities: None planned, but there have been occasional 
visits by scout troops, etc., which the family has allowed. Also, one of the family members 
makes environmental documentaries, one of which is on Fisheating Creek, that he shows to 
students on visits to schools.  
 
4) Development pressure: Venus is encroaching from the west, but development pressures 
are light. However, with the population growth the Ridge is experiencing and with Venus 



seeming to be a new target for development, especially a large-scale golfing mecca, development 
pressures have begun.  
 
5) Local resolutions in support of the project: Persons from Archbold Biological Station 
have toured the property and have told the property owners they would provide a letter of 
support, and more are expected. 
    
6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria and furthers the Florida Forever 
goals and performance measures: 
 
Since the turn of the century, federal and state governments have been trying to protect the 
Fisheating Creek watershed, and the Creek runs right through this property. Hundreds of millions 
of dollars have already been invested in this effort, with hundreds of thousands of acres in the 
area conserved through fee simple acquisitions or conservation easements, increasing 
biodiversity at the species, natural community, and landscape levels. The property subject to this 
amendment lies in the heart of this protection effort. 
 

The Project satisfies the following Florida Forever program criteria outlined in           
Section 259.105(9), Florida Statutes, to wit: 

• The Project is part of an ongoing governmental effort to protect the Florida Wildlife 
Corridor, and the Fisheating Creek Ecosystem Florida Forever Project specifically. 

• The Project contributes to the solution of water resource problems on a regional basis 
 by protecting a mile of frontage on both sides of Fisheating Creek and its 
watershed.  

• The Project may be protected in whole or in part, using alternatives to fee simple, 
 including conservation easements. 

Protection of the Property will further the following goals and performance measures of  the 
Florida Forever program established in Section 259.105(4), Florida Statutes: 

• Goal A: Enhance the coordination and completion of land acquisition projects, as 
 measured by: 

o Measure A1: The number of acres acquired through the state’s land acquisition 
 programs that contribute to the enhancement of essential natural resources, 
 ecosystem service parcels, and connecting linkage corridors   

o Measure A2: The number of acres protected through the use of alternatives to 
 fee simple acquisition  

• Goal B: Increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species, natural 
 community, and landscape levels, as measured by: 



o Measure B1: The number of acres acquired of significant strategic habitat 
conservation areas 

o Measure B2: The number of acres acquired of highest priority conservation areas 
for Florida’s rarest species 

o Measure B3: The number of acres acquired of significant landscapes, landscape 
linkages, and conservation corridors, giving priority to completing linkages: 435 

o Measure B5: The number of landscape-sized protection areas of at least 50,000 
acres that exhibit a mosaic of predominantly intact or restorable natural 
communities established through new acquisition projects or augmentations to 
previous projects  

• Goal C: Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water, 
and wetland systems of the state, as measured by: 

o Measure C4: The number of acres acquired that protect natural floodplain 
 functions. 

o Measure C5: The number of acres acquired that protect surface waters of the 
 state. 

o Measure C8: The number of acres of functional wetland systems protected. 
• Goal D: Ensure that sufficient quantities of water are available to meet the current and  

 future needs of natural systems and the citizens of the state, as measured by: 
o Measure D1: The number of acres acquired which provide retention and storage 

of surface water in naturally occurring storage areas, such as lakes and wetlands, 
consistent with the maintenance of water resources or water supplies and 
consistent with district water supply plans. 
 

7) The properties are proposed for less-than-fee acquisition. 
a. Current uses and known activities: The properties are used by members of the same 

family and their guests for light hunting and weekend getaways. They have no intention 
of intensifying agricultural use, except to perhaps graze cattle at some point, but the 
owners would most likely seek to retain rights related to existing agricultural uses on the 
ranch, including silviculture. The small areas where there are bunk houses and a 
dilapidated mobile home may be cut out of the easement for future homesites. 

b. N/A. 

  



Attachment B: Ownership and Tax Information 

1) Property appraiser’s property tax cards: See attached 
2) Tables: See attached 
3) Letters from property owners confirming their willingness to sell: See attached 
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Parcel ID Owner Name Acres Just Value
C-28-39-29-A00-0011-0000 KERN FAMILY RANCH LLC 55.48 $404,488
C-28-39-29-A00-0012-0000 KERN FAMILY RANCH LLC 28.27 $215,595
C-28-39-29-A00-0010-0000 FISHEATING CREEK WILDLIFE SANCTUARY INC. 319.25 $1,981,649
C-28-39-29-A00-0021-0000 FEC CAMP LLC 10.51 $79,876
C-28-39-29-A00-0022-0000 KERN JAMES W 10.52 $79,952
C-28-39-29-A00-0023-0000 KERN RICHARD C 10.53 $81,348

$2,842,908











Attachment C: Maps and Aerial Photographs 



C1. Project Boundary on USGS Topographic Map
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Data: Tax Parcels Highlands 

County Property Appraiser 9/27/24
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C2. Tax Parcels on Aerial Photograph
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C1. Project Boundary on FDOT County Highway Map
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