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Current Florida Forever projects may be modified via the expedited boundary amendment application 
process. Proposed boundary amendments must meet criteria specified below and may be considered by 
Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) throughout the year. 

 
Criteria: Boundary amendment proposals exceeding $5,000,000 in the most recent county property 
appraiser’s tax assessed value shown on the owner’s ad valorem tax bill shall be considered new Florida 
Forever Projects. Refer to Rule 18-24, Florida Administrative Code. 

 
Existing Florida Forever Project (proposed for amendment):    Pinhook Swamp FF project 
 

Property Proposed for Boundary Amendment:           Fillbrandt 40  
 

Name/Affiliation Proposing Amendment:        Susan Carr, Alachua Conservation Trust  
 

Mailing Address:   7204 SE County Road 234, Gainesville, FL 32641   Street
 City State Zip 

 
Primary Phone: (       352 )    373 1078____            Email:    susan@alachuaconservationtrust.org 
 
Please note: Applications for boundary amendments must be submitted at least 60 working days prior to a 
scheduled meeting of the ARC. Meeting dates and submission deadlines are published on the ARC webpage.  
 
This application, along with the supporting documentation specified in Attachments A-C, must be submitted in 
electronic format (.pdf preferred) to the email address below.  
 
Please note that up to 18 copies may be requested. Maps should be in color and set to print no larger than 
11” x 17”. The Florida Forever Goals, Performance Measures and Criteria can be accessed on our website. 
Applicants may also consult the Florida Natural Areas Inventory Conservation Lands map to view current 
Florida Forever project boundaries and to ensure the proposed parcel(s) are not already within an approved 
project boundary. 

 
 

SUBMIT COMPLETE APPLICATIONS TO: 
FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov 

 

Or by mail to: 
Office of Environmental Services Division of 

State Lands 
Department of Environmental Protection 3900 

Commonwealth Blvd., Mail Station 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Phone: 850-245-2555 
 
  

https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/acquisition-and-restoration-council-arc
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever
https://www.fnai.org/webmaps/ConLandsMap/
mailto:FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov
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Florida Forever 
Boundary Amendment Application 0 , . . , . 

Authorized Representative 

In accordance with the Florida Forever application process, I.he following individual is authorized 
as the primary point of contact for all matters concerning this application on behalf of the 
owner(s) of the real property described below, in Hamilton County, Florida. 

Property/project name: Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project 

Name/Affiliation of Authorized Representative: Susan Carr. Alachua Conservation Trust 

Mailing Address: _ _ ....:7-=2"-"0'-'-4...,,S""'W...,__,,C:..:.R.,_,2,,_,34"--'-____ G=a=i...,,ne=s=v=il=le ___ --'--F=L ___ 3_2_6_4_1_ 
Street City State ZIP 

Primary Phone: ..._( -=3=5""'2 _ _ __,_) -=3:..:..7.,,:;3....:1""'9.:....78=--___ Email: susan@alachuaconservationtrust.org 

Property information 

Section....2§.__Township...:!lLRange 16E 
Lat/Long 30.4669118 -82.67895615 
Acres 40 

Parcel identification number(s): 
1074-000 

Landowner Information 

~ 6~9Ju~ 
Landowner Signature 

/Jo..uid F;· tt b fc&"'d.¼- "'Bobbit,, F1lbrand/ 
Landowner Name (print) 

1 Du~~6lo2<-t 
Date 

Mailing Address: __ 1 __ 0_1 _Y_e_om_ a_ns._W ...... a ... v ... , J..,.e_s_u_p_G_A_3_15 __ 4~5 _________ _ 

Primary Phone: ( 757) 759 1749 Email: ,bobbie..A·/lbr-a.f/df{j) {)t(f/oo;f. (Otr) 

Please note: The landowner's signature above is not intended to preclude any representative of 
the Department of Environmental Protection. Division of State Lands (DSL), from contacting the 
property owner(s) directly concerning the property. 

This form Is not intended to create or acknowledge an exclusive property listing agreement or 
any business relationship between the owner(s) of the property and the individual(s) named 
above. Owner understands that any commission or fee charged by the person named above in 
connection with the property is the sole responsibility of the landowner. 

This authorization will remain In effect throughout the application process unless written notice 
of rescission by the owner(s) named above is received by the DSL. 
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Sine Murray, Program Administrator 
Office of Environmental Services Division of State Lands 
Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd., M .S. 140 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 

Re: Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever boundary amendment proposal 

Dear Ms. Murray: 

November 26, 2024 

This letter is to express our willingness to include approximately 40 acres as an amendment to 
the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project. This boundary amendment is proposed by the 
Alachua Conservation Tmst (ACT). We recently acquired a 40-acre parcel adjacent to lands that 
we own that are already eligible for less-than-fee acquisition via Florida Forever. We wish to 
include this parcel in the project area, as it will be part of our future conservation plans. 

We request that the Acquisition and Restoration Council approve the proposed Florida Forever 
boundary amendment which includes my Hami lton county property. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
G ~ f}o 9J~,u:t:L 
David Fillbrandt 

Bobbie Jo Fillbrandt 
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Supporting documentation 
 
Attachment A.  
We propose 40 acres in Hamilton County as an amendment to the “Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project”.  
This property is a single tax parcel (Hamilton county 1074-000).  The property is proposed for less-than-fee 
acquisition.   
 
The Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project in Baker and Columbia Counties was placed on the CARL list in 
1992. The objective of the project is to protect the natural and rural landscape that connects the Osceola 
National Forest, the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and the Suwannee River.  Today, Pinhook Swamp 
is one of the largest unpopulated regions of Florida.  It supports robust wildlife populations, including Florida 
black bear, wood storks and other wading birds, and numerous at-risk species.   The Florida Forever project 
also includes protection of a massive hydrologically connected wetland system that drains into the Suwannee 
and St. Mary’s Rivers.  The Suwannee watershed feeds the sensitive estuaries of Florida’s Gulf coast.   
 
Today, the Pinhook Swamp project is a complex of Federal, State, and privately owned conservation lands.  
About 54,000 of the > 183,724 acres remaining acres unprotected.   
 
1. A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage. 

 
The approximately 40-acre Fillbrandt property is located north of White Springs, between Hwy 135 and the 
Suwannee River in Hamilton county Florida.  The property is a single tax parcel.  According to the Hamilton 
county tax assessor records, it is 40.62 acres.   
 
The Fillbrandt parcel was recently acquired by the current landowners (see settlement document below), with 
the intent of protecting it as part of a larger conservation easement over their entire land holdings (about 275 
acres).   
 
The Fillbrandt property abuts the Upper Suwannee River, with about 0.5 miles of riverfront.  The parcel abuts 
255 acres owned by the same landowners.  The landowners intend to add the 40-acre parcel to their larger 
holdings in pursuit of a conservation easement over a total of 275 acres.   
 
The Bay Creek and Belmont Conservation Areas are directly across the Suwannee river in Columbia county.  
These Water Management District owned lands are part of a corridor of conservation lands along the River, 
including the Big Shoals Conservation lands to the south.  
 
The Fillbrandt property is adjacent to a recently approved amendment to the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever 
project (Hunter-Fillbrandt addition).  Furthermore, the parcel is about 0.25 miles west of the Pinhook Swamp 
Florida Forever project in Columbia county.  There are several conservation projects in progress along the 
Highway 441 corridor in Columbia county.  This boundary amendment will add potential conservation 
properties to the larger landscape, expanding the conservation corridor along the river.   
 
The Fillbrandt property is east of County Road 135 (aka Woodpecker Road).  Large phosphate mines are 
active just west of this road, and the mining operators have approached the family about acquiring their land 
for mining.    
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2. The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological and 

historical characteristics of the project. 
 
The Cooperative Land Cover data show two natural community types on the Fillbrandt property: Mixed 
hardwood-coniferous swamps (15 acres) and Hydric pine flatwoods (26 acres; FNAI, 2023).  These 
wetland natural communities are associated with the Suwannee River riparian floodplain areas.   
 
The natural area will be protected if and when the landowner places the property in a conservation 
easement.  The pine flatwoods can be managed with fire to restore ecological health.   
 
The parcel floods periodically as part of the Suwannee River floodplain.  With about ½ mile of 
riverfront, the parcel contains important shoreline and riparian habitat.   
 
The current owners are interested in habitat protection and management, as part of their larger land 
management strategy.   
 
Does the property contain historic structures fifty years old or older? If so, provide a brief 
description, photograph(s) and location.  No 

 
Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.  No 
 
3. Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses.   

No.  Proposed conservation easement, which would remain in private ownership 
 
4. Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the proposed project.   

The property is subject to low-density rural development, or conversion to more intensive 
agriculture.  These land use conversions are expanding in Hamilton County.  In addition, the 
property could be sold for phosphate mining, which would be a likely outcome if not maintained in 
family ownership.    

 
5. Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable).  None 

 
6. Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) and (10), 

F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see Chapter 
259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on our website.  SEE APPENDIX A 
 

7. Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition. 
 

a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the current use(s) of the 
property. Also include any known activities or property rights proposed to be acquired by the 
state and those proposed to be retained by the property owner. 
 

The Fillbrandt parcel is undeveloped, and supports natural forested wetlands and pinelands, along with 
about ½ mile of Suwannee River shoreline.   
 
The landowners wish to reserve rights for forest management, as well as hunting, fishing, and family 
recreation.  There are no permanent structures on the property proposed in this amendment, nor any plans 
to construct structures on this parcel.   

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria
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Attachment B. Ownership and tax information 
 
The proposed area includes one tax parcel: Hamilton county 1074-000 

 

11124124. 4:46 PM Beacon - Hamilton County, FL- Report: 1074-000 
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1071·000 
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11/24124. 4:46 PM Beacon - Hamilton County, FL- Report: 1074-000 
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The property was acquired by Mr. and Ms. Fillbrandt on November 28 2024.  The settlement statement is 
included here to show the new ownership 
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APPENDIX A:  How this project address Florida Forever Goals (answer to #6 above) 
 
The Hunter-Fillbrandt amendment addresses several Florida Forever criteria, as specified for Goals A, B, 
C, and G below: 

 
Goal A: Enhance the coordination and completion of land acquisition projects, as measured by: 
 
1. The number of acres acquired through the state's land acquisition programs that contribute to the 

enhancement of essential natural resources, ecosystem service parcels, and connecting linkage 
corridors as identified and developed by the best available scientific analysis: 

 
The Fillbrandt property is part of a large landscape of State and Federal conservation lands.  The 
property is adjacent to Water Management District lands along the Suwannee River, which are in turn 
connected to FDEP conservation lands and easements further east.  If protected, the Fillbrandt 
property will contribute to the protection of a large river corridor, much of which is owned or managed 
by State agencies.   
 
If this proposal is approved, the Fillbrandt property will contribute to the 183,724-acre Pinhook Swamp 
Florida Forever project area, of which about 70% is owned and/or protected.   
 
The property is in the Ocala to Osceola Wildlife Corridor (O2O), which is in turn a critical linkage of the 
Florida Wildlife Corridor.  In addition, the property occupies priority lands of the Florida Ecological 
Greenways Network, along the Suwannee River.   
 
The Fillbrandt property occupies Priority 1 lands identified in the “Critical Lands and Waters 
Identification Project” (CLIP, version 4.0).   
 
 
2. The number of acres protected through the use of alternatives to fee simple acquisition: 
As proposed, the landowner offers the property for purchase of a conservation easement, as an 
alternative to fee simple acquisition by FDEP.  Thus, 40 acres would be protected via an alternative to 
fee simple acquisition, in addition to the 255 acres also owned by the Fillbrandts adjacent to this 
parcel.   
 
3. The number of shared acquisition projects among Florida Forever funding partners and partners 

with other funding sources, including local governments and the Federal Government. 
The landowners have participated in NRCS cost share programs for land management, most recently 
to facilitate the planting of longleaf pine on their adjacent property    
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Goal B: Increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species, natural community, and 
landscape levels, as measured by: 
 

1. The number of acres acquired of significant strategic habitat conservation areas 
Most of the Fillbrandt parcel (33 acres) is identified as Priority 3 Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas 
(SHCA), FNAI Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment.  These areas include the forested 
uplands and wetlands along the Suwannee River.   
 

  
2. The number of acres acquired of highest priority conservation areas for Florida's rarest species: 
The entire property is identified as important for protection of biodiversity.  Specifically, it occupies 
Priority 3 and 4 areas according to the CLIP version 4.0 Biodiversity Resource Priorities data.  This 
priority data layer combines several data sources that quantify conservation value for biodiversity and 
imperiled species protection, including the Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas, Vertebrate Richness, 
and FNAI under-represented habitats.   
 
 
3. The number of acres acquired of significant landscapes, landscape linkages, and conservation 

corridors, giving priority to completing linkages: 
 

The Fillbrandt property is in a Priority 2 area of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network, and is 
entirely within the Florida Wildlife Corridor.  On a local scale, the property expands protected areas 
along the Upper Suwannee River, which connects to larger conservation landscapes further south and 
east.   
 
The property is part of the Ocala to Osceola Wildlife Corridor (O2O).  The O2O is a “critical linkage of 
the Florida Wildlife Corridor. 
 
4. The number of landscape-sized protection areas of at least 50,000 acres that exhibit a mosaic of 

predominantly intact or restorable natural communities established through new acquisition 
projects or augmentations to previous projects: 
 

The Fillbrandt property contributes to the nearly 184,000 acre Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project 
area, as well as thousands of conservation acres along the Upper Suwannee.  The Pinhook Swamp 
and Upper Suwannee River corridor comprises one of Florida’s largest intact natural landscapes, 
containing intact natural communities and restorable ecosystems.    
 
 

Goal C: Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water and wetland 
systems of the state, as measured by: 
 

1. The number of acres of publicly owned land identified as needing restoration, enhancement, and 
management, acres undergoing restoration or enhancement, acres with restoration activities 
completed, and acres managed to maintain such restored or enhanced conditions; the number of 
acres which represent actual or potential imperiled species habitat; the number of acres which are 
available pursuant to a management plan to restore, enhance, repopulate, and manage imperiled 
species habitat; and the number of acres of imperiled species habitat managed, restored, 
enhanced, repopulated, or acquired; 
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The Fillbrandt property is intact forested natural area along the Suwannee River.  Given the presence 
of natural wetlands and pinelands, there is little need for restoration activity.  The landowner is 
interested in fire management of their larger property, which may include pinelands on this parcel.   
 
2. The number of acres acquired that protect natural floodplain functions; 

 
The property is priority land for natural floodplain functions, including the forested wetlands abutting 
the Suwannee River.   
 

 
3. The number of acres acquired that protect surface waters of the state: 

 
According to the FNAI Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment Natural Floodplains data, 
nearly the entire property is high priority for surface water conservation.  The parcel is Priority 1 
according to the Surface Water CLIP ver. 4 data.  Furthermore, the parcel is part of the Outstanding 
Floodplain associated with the River (see maps).   
 
 
4. The number of acres of functional wetland systems protected; 

 
According to the FNAI Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment, the property is Priority 2 in 
the Functional Wetlands priority data.   
 
 
5. The number of acres of public conservation lands in which upland invasive, exotic plants are under 

maintenance control. 
 

The Fillbrandt property is remarkably devoid of invasive plants.   
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APPENDIX:  Maps of Fillbrandt 40 boundary amendment proposal 

 

 
Map 1:  Location of Fillbrandt property in the O2O critical linkage portion of the Florida Wildlife Corridor, and 
in context with existing conservation lands and the Pinhook Swamp Florida Forever project.   
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Map 2:  Aerial image map of Fillbrandt property  
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. Map 3:  Cooperative Land Cover (CLC) map of Fillbrandt property 
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Map 4:  Map of Outstanding floodplain and wetlands:  Fillbrandt property 
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Location of property in Hamilton County (FDOT Highway map) 
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River frontage on Upper Suwannee River 
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Pine flatwoods (Hydric pine according to CLC) on Fillbrandt property 
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