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Current Florida Forever projects may be modified via the expedited boundary amendment 
application process. Proposed boundary amendments must meet criteria specified below and 
may be considered by the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) throughout the year. 

Criteria: Boundary amendment proposals exceeding $5,000,000 in the most recent county 
property appraiser’s tax assessed value shown on the owner’s ad valorem tax bill shall be 
considered new Florida Forever Projects. Refer to Rule 18-24, Florida Administrative Code. 

Existing Florida Forever Project (proposed for amendment):

Property Proposed for Boundary Amendment: LOP and G Railroad 

Name/Affiliation Proposing Amendment:  

Mailing Address:  
  Street     City State   ZIP 

Primary Phone:  Email: 

Please note: Applications for boundary amendments must be submitted at least 60 days prior 
to a scheduled ARC meeting. Meeting dates and submission deadlines are published on the 
ARC webpage. 
This application, along with the supporting documentation specified in Attachments A-C, must 
be submitted in electronic format (PDF) to the email address below. 
Please note that up to 18 copies may be requested. Maps should be in color and set to print no 
larger than 11 inches x 17 inches. The Florida Forever Goals, Performance Measures and 
Criteria can be accessed on our website. Applicants may also consult the Florida Natural Areas 
Inventory Florida Forever Conservation Data Viewer to ensure proposed parcels are not already 
within an approved project boundary.  

SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO: 
FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov 

Or by mail to:  
Office of Environmental Services 

Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Mail Station 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Phone: 850-245-2555 

Learn more about Florida Forever. 

AucA

Jennifer Ward, Daniel Ward and John Cruce

850-251-9333 cmward59@gmail.com

204 Washington Place Thomasville     Georgia                             31792

Aucilla/Wacissa Watershed

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.asp?Chapter=18-24
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/acquisition-and-restoration-council-arc
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-criteria
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-criteria
https://www.fnai.org/webmaps/FFCNA_Map/index.html
mailto:FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever-priority-list-annual-work-plan
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Supporting documentation 

Attachment A. Provide a general description (narrative) of the land proposed including: 
1) A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage.
2) The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological and

historical characteristics of the project.
a. Does the property contain historic structures fifty years old or older? If so, provide

a brief description, photograph(s) and location.
b. Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.

3) Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses.
4) Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the proposed

project.
5) Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable).
6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) and

(10), F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see
Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on our website.

7) Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition.
a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the current

use(s) of the property. Also include any known activities or property rights
proposed to be acquired by the state and those proposed to be retained by the
property owner.

b. If project is proposed for fee simple acquisition, include the proposed land
manager and a management commitment letter from the agency/entity upon
application submittal. Applications for fee simple projects may be delayed if a
management commitment from the recommended agency/entity is not included.

8) Whether the project is on another state acquisition list? If so, which one?

Attachment B. Ownership and tax information must include: 
1) One (1) copy of the county property appraiser's property tax card for each parcel of land

within the proposal. The tax card should include the following:
a. Tax parcel identification number
b. Just or market tax assessed value and tax assessed value.
c. Owners' names and addresses
d. Description and value of improvements.
e. Tax parcel acreage and its improvements.
f. Ad valorem taxes assessed on the property

2) If multiple parcels are included in the project proposal, summarize in table format by
county, parcel ID, owner, acres and tax assessed value.

3) A letter from each property owner confirming their willingness to sell or a statement from
the applicant asserting that each owner has been contacted.

Attachment C. Maps and Aerial Photographs 
1) Provide shapefiles for the proposed project that depicts the project boundaries or show

the property boundaries on a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle
map(s). USGS topographic quadrangle maps can be obtained from the Department of
Environmental Protection’s Land Boundary Information System (LABINS) or the U.S.
Geological Survey.

2) Mark the boundaries of the proposed addition on county tax maps, overlain on aerials if
available. If tax aerial overlays are not available, aerials or Digital Orthophoto
Quadrangle (DOQs) and tax maps should be submitted. DEP’s Map Direct can also be
used to assist with developing aerial and tax maps.

3) Mark the boundaries of the proposal on Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
county highway maps.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria
https://www.labins.org/
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/topographic-maps
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/topographic-maps
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/usgs-eros-archive-aerial-photography-digital-orthophoto-quadrangle-doqs?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/usgs-eros-archive-aerial-photography-digital-orthophoto-quadrangle-doqs?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/#Division%20of%20State%20Lands%20(DSL)
https://www.fdot.gov/geospatial/countymap.shtm
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Authorized Representative 

In accordance with the Florida Forever application process, the following individual is authorized 
as the primary point of contact for all matters concerning this application on behalf of the 
owner(s) and willing seller(s) of the real property described below, in ___________________ 
County, Florida. 

Property/project name:    

Name/Affiliation of Authorized Representative:     

Mailing Address:        
 Street  City State    ZIP 

Primary Phone:    Email:   

Property information 

Section   Township  Range 
Lat/Long 
Acres  

Parcel identification number(s): 
          
   

Landowner Information 

 
Landowner Signature Date 

    
Landowner Name (print) 

Mailing Address:      
   Street    City State   ZIP 

Primary Phone:   Email:    

Please note: The landowner’s signature above is not intended to preclude any representative of 
the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands (DSL), from contacting the 
property owner(s) directly concerning the property. 
This form is not intended to create or acknowledge an exclusive property listing agreement or 
any business relationship between the owner(s) of the property and the individual(s) named 
above. Owner understands that any commission or fee charged by the person named above in 
connection with the property is the sole responsibility of the landowner. 
This authorization will remain in effect throughout the application process unless written notice 
of rescission by the owner(s) named above is received by the DSL. 

Jefferson

LOP and G Railroad

Charlie Ward- Husband

204 Washington Place Thomasville Georgia 31792

850-251-9333 cmward59@gmail.com

3 East

34.42

13 -4S-3E-0000-0011-0000

13,,24 4 S SECTION__19_ Township___4 S Range__4 E_

19-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
24 indicated on survey , not corrected with property appraiser

Jennifer Ward , Daniel Ward, John Cruce

July 9, 2025

204 Washington Place Thomasville     Georgia                             31792

850-251-9333 cmward59@gmail.com



LOP & G Railroad Boundary Amendment 

Attachment A 

1. A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage.

We are writing to propose the purchase of a significant historical and

environmental asset, the Live Oak, Perry, and Gulf (LOP&G) rail line. This rail

bed, stretching 120 ft wide and running approximately 2.5 miles west from the

Aucilla River, is a testament to the industrial efforts of the late 1800s and early

1900s. It once bustled with activity, transporting Virgin Pine and Cypress from the

swamps to various mills.

The LOP&G rail line, nestled just inside the coastline of Jefferson County, offers 

stunning views and is home to several tidal creeks that flow to the gulf and from 

the Aucilla River. This unique natural beauty adds to the environmental value of 

the property. 

2. The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological

and historical characteristics of the project.

a. Does the property contain historic structures fifty years old or older? If so,

provide a brief description, photograph(s) and location.

b. Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please

describe.

An exceptional feature of the LOP&G rail line is its supporting foundation, made 

from pristine Bald Cypress and Pine. Remarkably, this wood has remained intact 

for over 240 years, adding immense historical and monetary value to the 

property. This enduring foundation is a testament to the quality of the materials 

used and the craftsmanship of the time. 

Moreover, the LOP&G rail line holds a rich community history. Residents from 

surrounding towns such as Perry, Mayo, and Greenville in Florida would ride the 

railway on a push car, journeying to the historical hunting lodge named 

Mandalay. This lodge still stands today, well-preserved and serves as a tangible 

link to the past. This paints a vivid picture of the past, where the railway served 

as a lifeline for these communities. 

The property does not have any existing improvements, but you can see the logs 

that were used at the various creek crossings.  

3. Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses.

In the past, the Florida Trail utilized the western portion of the LOP&G property. 
However, due to liability issues, their use had to be discontinued. 



LOP & G Railroad Boundary Amendment 

In April 2025, the Florida Trail was temporarily rerouted. Acquisition of the 

property would maintain the historic “status quo” for the Florida Trail route. 

4. Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the 
proposed project.

There are no development plans or any development threats.

5. Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if 
applicable).

Not applicable.

6. Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) 
and (10), F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures 
[see Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on our 
website.

The purchase of this property would not only preserve a piece of history but also 
enhance the Florida Trail experience and protect the unique environmental 
features of the area. We believe this aligns perfectly with the DEP's mission and 
goals.

7. Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee (conservation 
easement) acquisition.

This will be a fee simple acquisition.

8. Whether the project is on another state acquisition list? If so, which one?

Not applicable.

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria


Outlook

Ward Property

From Burchett, Kathleen <kathleen_Burchett@fws.gov>
Date Wed 8/6/2025 3:59 PM
To Lauer, Meghan <Meghan.Lauer@FloridaDEP.gov>
Cc Briley, Katie <Katie.Briley@FloridaDEP.gov>; Phillips, Jereme <jereme_phillips@fws.gov>; Wallace, Jon <jon_wallace@fws.gov>

EXTERNAL MESSAGE
This email originated outside of DEP. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding to this email.
Dear Meghan:

Thank you for sharing the Ward Family's interest in state acquisition through the Florida Forever Program. The property lies within the St
Marks National Wildlife Refuge acquisition boundary. The Service has ownership of the lands directly adjacent to the property within the
Wilderness Area. We would appreciate the opportunity to manage the lands if acquired by your agency through an Agreement vetted through
our Regional Office.

Sincerely,

Kathleen A. Burchett

Area II Refuge Supervisor
Florida; Puerto Rico; US Virgin Islands; and Gulf Coast Complex (MS/AL)

Southeast-Region 4
777 37th Street Suite D-101
Vero Beach, FL 32960

Cell:     (772)584-1385
Office: (772)621-2900



Parcel ID 13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
Prop ID 5208
Legal Description 33.40 ACRES 120 FT LOP & G RR R-W THRU SECTION ORB 141/568 & 741/273
Legal Acres 33.4
Location Address AUCILLA RIV

LAMONT, FL 32336
Property Use NO AG ACREAGE (009900)
Tax District County - SRWMD (District 3)
Homestead N

View Map

Primary Owner
Makedo Farms LLC
PO Box 86
Perry, FL 32348

2025 Preliminary
Values 2024 Certified Values 2023 Certified Values

Improvement Value $0 $0 $0

Land Value $60,120 $31,040 $27,936

Land Agricultural Value $0 $0 $0

Agricultural (Market) Value $0 $0 $0

Just (Market) Value $60,120 $31,040 $27,936

Assessed Value $26,750 $24,318 $22,107

Exempt Value $0 $0 $0

Taxable Value $26,750 $24,318 $22,107

Maximum Save Our Homes Portability $33,370 $6,722 $5,829

*"Just (Market) Value" - This is the value established by the Property Appraiser for Ad Valorem purposes. This value does not represent anticipated selling price.

Code Land Use Desc Acres Square Feet Market Value

09900 AC NON-AG 33.40 1454904 60120

Sales Date Sale Price Instrument Book/Page Qualification Vacant/Improved Grantor Grantee Multi Parcel

4/30/2025 $100,000 WD 865/537 Qualified (Q) Vacant WARD JENNIFER L MAKEDO FARMS LLC N

4/29/2025 $0 QC 865/532 Unqualified (U) Vacant **Multiple Sellers** WARD JENNIFER L N

9/15/2023 $100 CD 842/392 Unqualified (U) Vacant **Multiple Sellers** **Multiple Buyers** N

5/19/2017 $20,000 QC 741/273 Unqualified (U) Vacant * ST JOE TIMBERLAND CO **Multiple Buyers** N

No data available for the following modules: Building Information, Extra Features, Special Assessments, Sketches, Linked Tangible Property, Linked Real Estate.

Parcel Summary

Owner Information

Valuation

Land Information

Sales

This information was derived from data which was compiled by the Jefferson County Property
Appraiser Office solely for the governmental purpose of property assessment. This information
should not be relied upon by anyone as a determination of the ownership of property or market
value. No warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the accuracy of the data herein, it's
use, or it's interpretation.
|  User Privacy Policy |  GDPR Privacy Notice
Last Data Upload: 7/15/2025, 5:08:35 AM

Contact Us Developed by

Jefferson County, FL

7/15/25, 7:42 AM qPublic.net - Jefferson County, FL - Report: 13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000

https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=768738531&KeyValue=13-4S-3E… 1/1

https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=1&PageID=7225&Q=656394694&KeyValue=13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
https://myfloridacounty.com/orisearch/ext/0F85C429-4701-4F75-A791-E20070DF289C/33/B/865/537
https://myfloridacounty.com/orisearch/ext/0F85C429-4701-4F75-A791-E20070DF289C/33/B/865/532
https://myfloridacounty.com/orisearch/ext/0F85C429-4701-4F75-A791-E20070DF289C/33/B/842/392
https://myfloridacounty.com/orisearch/ext/0F85C429-4701-4F75-A791-E20070DF289C/33/B/741/273
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=2033350413&KeyValue=13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=656394694&KeyValue=13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=536907086&KeyValue=13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=1307435014&KeyValue=13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=1307435014&KeyValue=13-4S-3E-0000-0011-0000
https://www.schneidergis.com/privacypolicy
https://www.schneidergis.com/gdprprivacynotice
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/LastUpdated.aspx?BaseDoc=JeffersonCountyFL&AppID=866
http://schneidergis.com/
http://schneidergis.com/


Parcel ID 18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
Prop ID 9287
Legal Description 1.62 ACRE STRIP IN SEC 18 & 19 ORB 141 P568 THRU 588 & 718 P567
Legal Acres 1.62
Location Address AUCILLA RIV

LAMONT, FL 32336
Property Use TIMBER SWAMP (005930)
Tax District County - SRWMD (District 3)
Homestead N

View Map

Primary Owner
Ward Daniel W
2437 Maddox Rd
Ochlocknee, GA 32413

2025 Preliminary
Values 2024 Certified Values 2023 Certified Values

Improvement Value $0 $0 $0

Land Value $0 $0 $0

Land Agricultural Value $91 $89 $89

Agricultural (Market) Value $4,536 $4,536 $4,050

Just (Market) Value $4,536 $4,536 $4,050

Assessed Value $91 $89 $89

Exempt Value $0 $0 $0

Taxable Value $91 $89 $89

Maximum Save Our Homes Portability $0 $0 $0

*"Just (Market) Value" - This is the value established by the Property Appraiser for Ad Valorem purposes. This value does not represent anticipated selling price.

Code Land Use Desc Acres Square Feet Market Value

05930 TIMB SWAMP 1.62 70567.2 4536

Sales Date
Sale

Price Instrument Book/Page Qualification Vacant/Improved Grantor Grantee
Multi

Parcel

9/15/2023 $100 CD 842/389 Unqualified
(U)

Vacant **Multiple Sellers** WARD DANIEL W N

9/24/2015 $5,000 QC 718/567 Qualified (Q) Vacant ST JOE TIMBERLAND COMPANY OF
DELAWARE LLC

* DANIEL W
WARD

N

No data available for the following modules: Building Information, Extra Features, Special Assessments, Sketches, Linked Tangible Property, Linked Real Estate.

Parcel Summary

Owner Information

Valuation

Land Information

Sales

This information was derived from data which was compiled by the Jefferson County Property
Appraiser Office solely for the governmental purpose of property assessment. This information
should not be relied upon by anyone as a determination of the ownership of property or market
value. No warranties, expressed or implied, are provided for the accuracy of the data herein, it's
use, or it's interpretation.
|  User Privacy Policy |  GDPR Privacy Notice
Last Data Upload: 7/15/2025, 5:08:35 AM

Contact Us Developed by

Jefferson County, FL

7/15/25, 7:45 AM qPublic.net - Jefferson County, FL - Report: 18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000

https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=1118554448&KeyValue=18-4S-4… 1/1

https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=1&PageID=7225&Q=1157516743&KeyValue=18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
https://myfloridacounty.com/orisearch/ext/0F85C429-4701-4F75-A791-E20070DF289C/33/B/842/389
https://myfloridacounty.com/orisearch/ext/0F85C429-4701-4F75-A791-E20070DF289C/33/B/718/567
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=738360706&KeyValue=18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=1928044671&KeyValue=18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=1576672780&KeyValue=18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=1576672780&KeyValue=18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=866&LayerID=16381&PageTypeID=4&PageID=7228&Q=199717061&KeyValue=18-4S-4E-0000-0061-0000
https://www.schneidergis.com/privacypolicy
https://www.schneidergis.com/gdprprivacynotice
https://qpublic.schneidercorp.com/LastUpdated.aspx?BaseDoc=JeffersonCountyFL&AppID=866
http://schneidergis.com/
http://schneidergis.com/
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