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Current Florida Forever projects may be modified via the expedited boundary amendment 
application process. Proposed boundary amendments must meet criteria specified below and 
may be considered by the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) throughout the year. 

Criteria: Boundary amendment proposals exceeding $5,000,000 in the most recent county 
property appraiser’s tax assessed value shown on the owner’s ad valorem tax bill shall be 
considered new Florida Forever Projects. Refer to Rule 18-24, Florida Administrative Code. 

Existing Florida Forever Project (proposed for amendment): 

Property Proposed for Boundary Amendment:  

Name/Affiliation Proposing Amendment:  

Mailing Address:  
  Street     City State   ZIP 

Primary Phone:  Email: 

Please note: Applications for boundary amendments must be submitted at least 60 days prior 
to a scheduled ARC meeting. Meeting dates and submission deadlines are published on the 
ARC webpage. 
This application, along with the supporting documentation specified in Attachments A-C, must 
be submitted in electronic format (PDF) to the email address below. 
Please note that up to 18 copies may be requested. Maps should be in color and set to print no 
larger than 11 inches x 17 inches. The Florida Forever Goals, Performance Measures and 
Criteria can be accessed on our website. Applicants may also consult the Florida Natural Areas 
Inventory Florida Forever Conservation Data Viewer to ensure proposed parcels are not already 
within an approved project boundary.  

SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO: 
FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov 

Or by mail to:  
Office of Environmental Services 

Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Mail Station 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Phone: 850-245-2555 

Learn more about Florida Forever. 

Hosford Chapman's Rhododendron Protection Zone

Shaw

Clark Smith

850-510-6333 csmith@tlgproperty.com

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.asp?Chapter=18-24
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/acquisition-and-restoration-council-arc
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-criteria
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-criteria
https://www.fnai.org/webmaps/FFCNA_Map/index.html
mailto:FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/content/florida-forever-priority-list-annual-work-plan
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Supporting documentation 
 
Attachment A. Provide a general description (narrative) of the land proposed including:  

1) A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage. 
2) The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological and 

historical characteristics of the project.   
a. Does the property contain historic structures fifty years old or older? If so, provide 

a brief description, photograph(s) and location.   
b. Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.  

3) Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses. 
4) Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the proposed 

project. 
5) Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable). 
6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) and 

(10), F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see 
Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on our website.  

7) Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition. 
a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the current 

use(s) of the property. Also include any known activities or property rights 
proposed to be acquired by the state and those proposed to be retained by the 
property owner. 

b. If project is proposed for fee simple acquisition, include the proposed land 
manager and a management commitment letter from the agency/entity upon 
application submittal. Applications for fee simple projects may be delayed if a 
management commitment from the recommended agency/entity is not included.  

 
Attachment B. Ownership and tax information must include:  

1) One (1) copy of the county property appraiser's property tax card for each parcel of land 
within the proposal. The tax card should include the following:   
a. Tax parcel identification number 
b. Just or market tax assessed value and tax assessed value.     
c. Owners' names and addresses 
d. Description and value of improvements. 
e. Tax parcel acreage and its improvements. 
f. Ad valorem taxes assessed on the property  

2) If multiple parcels are included in the project proposal, summarize in table format by 
county, parcel ID, owner, acres and tax assessed value. 

3) A letter from each property owner confirming their willingness to sell or a statement from 
the applicant asserting that each owner has been contacted. 

 
Attachment C. Maps and Aerial Photographs  

1) Provide shapefiles for the proposed project that depicts the project boundaries or show 
the property boundaries on a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle 
map(s). USGS topographic quadrangle maps can be obtained from the Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Land Boundary Information System (LABINS) or the U.S. 
Geological Survey.   

2) Mark the boundaries of the proposed addition on county tax maps, overlain on aerials if 
available. If tax aerial overlays are not available, aerials or Digital Orthophoto 
Quadrangle (DOQs) and tax maps should be submitted. DEP’s Map Direct can also be 
used to assist with developing aerial and tax maps.   

3) Mark the boundaries of the proposal on Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
county highway maps.   

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0259/Sections/0259.105.html
https://floridadep.gov/lands/environmental-services/documents/florida-forever-goals-performance-measures-and-criteria
https://www.labins.org/
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/topographic-maps
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/national-geospatial-program/topographic-maps
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/usgs-eros-archive-aerial-photography-digital-orthophoto-quadrangle-doqs?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/usgs-eros-archive-aerial-photography-digital-orthophoto-quadrangle-doqs?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/#Division%20of%20State%20Lands%20(DSL)
https://www.fdot.gov/geospatial/countymap.shtm




Attachment A 

1. The Shaw Family Tract is an 85 + acre timber tract with excellent road access 
located in Gadsden County.  It has 250 + feet of usable waterfront on Lake Talquin.   

Location details: 

The Shaw Family tract is 9.7 miles south of the Highway 267 (Quincy) exit on 
interstate 10. 
The property is adjacent to the Talquin State Forest on the north and west sides. 
Cook’s Landing Road, a paved County road, runs along the eastern border for 3350 
feet. 
The lake frontage is highly usable and is accessed by Lois Lane.  It is firm dry ground 
with a gentle slope down to the water.  A parking area, dock and boat house were 
constructed in 1985.   
 

Strategic Importance: 

This waterfront would offer the closest recreation access on Lake Talquin for the 
users of the larger tracts in the Talquin State Forest along Cooks Landing Road. 
 

Natural Resource Characteristics: 

 Forests- There are approximately 60 acres of planted slash pine intermingled with 
live oak and old growth longleaf pine in the uplands.  A variety of hardwoods and wetland 
types of understory thrive in the bottoms. The planted pines are roughly 25 years old  and 
have been managed following  best forestry practices under the guidance of forestry 
consultants.  This timber tract has been in Wildlife Habitat Improvement Programs 
(WHIP)and Environmental Quality Improvement Programs (EQUIP)administered by 
National Resource Conservation service (NRCS) for many years. 

 Wildlife- The Shaw Family tract supports a healthy population of white tail deer, 
squirrels and numerous year round and migratory waterfowl, shore birds and forest 
dwelling birds. The combination of managed timberlands and old growth “wild” areas offer 
perfect habitat and cover for all types of local wildlife.  Although rare, gopher tortoise have 
been seen in the area. The Shaw Family  offered the site as a designated gopher tortoise 
relocation site many years ago.  A certificate of recognition from FWC in 2021 for this 
property is attached. 

 Topography-  The western boundary of the property is the centerline of Cuban 
Branch (AKA Cuby Branch), a wet weather drainage originating in the Talquin State forest 



tract to the north.  In wet weather the water flows from north to south through the property 
into Lake Talquin.  A braid of the Cuban Branch  also divides the planted pine forest to the 
east of the main run of the Cuban Branch.  Between the drainages and Cooks Landing Road 
the soils are generally sandy and well drained except for an approximately 1  acre wetland 
roughly in the middle of the tract. 

Potential Public Recreation Opportunities: 

 Boating and water recreation- With the 250+ feet of available shoreline on a 
secluded slough, there could be launch areas built for all types of water craft ranging from 
ski and fishing boats, to canoes, kayaks and SUPs.  There is plenty of waterfront so that 
each class of user could have easy and uncrowded access to the lake. 

 Fishing-  Lake Talquin is well known for excellent fishing.  The existing dock could be 
improved and enlarged to be a nice public fishing facility. 

 Hiking and Nature Trails-Trails can be developed and incorporated with the adjacent 
State Forest trail system showcasing the tract’s diverse ecosystem. Opportunities abound 
to expand existing State Forest hiking trails and to construct designated wildlife viewing 
areas. 

 Wildlife Observation, Birdwatching and Educational Programs- The Shaw Family 
tract presents wonderful opportunities for guided tours, environmental workshops and 
school field trips.  The quiet north end of the slough can be accessed to watch the herons, 
alligators, turtles and other reptiles.  Deer, raccoons and other mammals along with many 
types of birds can be found in the upland timber on the northwest side of the tract. The 
north end of the slough where Cuban Branch enters the lake is a beautiful and quiet place 
to tour around in kayaks and canoes.  It is insulated from the wind and wave action and the 
outboard motor noise common to the main body of Lake Talquin. 

Access to utilities- Electric power and water service provided by Talquin Electric Co-
op is available to the entire tract. 

 

Family Legacy: 

The Shaw family has hunted, fished and farmed this property through four generations of 
family ownership.  The family has donated land for the Wetumpka Volunteer Fire 
Department located across Cook Landing Road, and gifted over a dozen easements for 
public access to the main part of the lake allowing others to share in its enjoyment.  



This is the last large tract of land that the Shaw family owns at Lake Talquin. It is the family’s 
desire for this land to be conserved and to be preserved forever for public use. 
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