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Current Florida Forever projects may be modified via the expedited boundary amendment 
application process. Proposed boundary amendments must meet criteria specified below and 
may be considered by the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) throughout the year. 

Criteria: Boundary amendment proposals exceeding $5,000,000 in the most recent county 
property appraiser’s tax assessed value shown on the owner’s ad valorem tax bill shall be 
considered new Florida Forever Projects. Refer to Rule 18-24, Florida Administrative Code. 

Existing Florida Forever Project (proposed for amendment): 

Property Proposed for Boundary Amendment: 

Name/Affiliation Proposing Amendment: 

Mailing Address:  
  Street     City State   ZIP 

Primary Phone:  Email: 

Please note: Applications for boundary amendments must be submitted at least 60 days prior 
to a scheduled ARC meeting. Meeting dates and submission deadlines are published on the 
ARC webpage. 
This application, along with the supporting documentation specified in Attachments A-C, must 
be submitted in electronic format (PDF) to the email address below. 
Please note that up to 18 copies may be requested. Maps should be in color and set to print no 
larger than 11 inches x 17 inches. The Florida Forever Goals, Performance Measures and 
Criteria can be accessed on our website. Applicants may also consult the Florida Natural Areas 
Inventory Florida Forever Conservation Data Viewer to ensure proposed parcels are not already 
within an approved project boundary.  

SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO: 
FloridaForever@FloridaDEP.gov 

Or by mail to:  
Office of Environmental Services 

Division of State Lands 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Mail Station 140 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 

Phone: 850-245-2555 

Learn more about Florida Forever. 

Creeks to Choctawhatchee River 

Calkins Farm Addition

Putnam Land Conservancy

PO Box 667, Interlachen,           FL 32148

386-336-5400 PLC@PutnamLandConservancy.org
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Supporting documentation 

Attachment A. Provide a general description (narrative) of the land proposed including: 
1) A descriptive location of the proposed project with total acreage.
2) The general physical, natural resource, biological, hydrological, archaeological and

historical characteristics of the project.
a. Does the property contain historic structures fifty years old or older? If so, provide

a brief description, photograph(s) and location.
b. Does the property contain any improvements/facilities? If so, please describe.

3) Potential public recreation opportunities or other public uses.
4) Potential threats or development plans that could impact the value of the proposed

project.
5) Local resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project (if applicable).
6) Details on how the project meets Florida Forever criteria [see Chapter 259.105(9) and

(10), F.S.] and furthers the Florida Forever goals and performance measures [see
Chapter 259.105(4), F.S.]. Refer to the application addendum on our website.

7) Whether the project is proposed for fee simple or less-than-fee acquisition.
a. If a less-than-fee acquisition is proposed, include a brief description of the current

use(s) of the property. Also include any known activities or property rights
proposed to be acquired by the state and those proposed to be retained by the
property owner.

b. If project is proposed for fee simple acquisition, include the proposed land
manager and a management commitment letter from the agency/entity upon
application submittal. Applications for fee simple projects may be delayed if a
management commitment from the recommended agency/entity is not included.

8) Whether the project is on another state acquisition list? If so, which one?

Attachment B. Ownership and tax information must include: 
1) One (1) copy of the county property appraiser's property tax card for each parcel of land

within the proposal. The tax card should include the following:
a. Tax parcel identification number
b. Just or market tax assessed value and tax assessed value.
c. Owners' names and addresses
d. Description and value of improvements.
e. Tax parcel acreage and its improvements.
f. Ad valorem taxes assessed on the property

2) If multiple parcels are included in the project proposal, summarize in table format by
county, parcel ID, owner, acres and tax assessed value.

3) A letter from each property owner confirming their willingness to sell or a statement from
the applicant asserting that each owner has been contacted.

Attachment C. Maps and Aerial Photographs 
1) Provide shapefiles for the proposed project that depicts the project boundaries or show

the property boundaries on a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle
map(s). USGS topographic quadrangle maps can be obtained from the Department of
Environmental Protection’s Land Boundary Information System (LABINS) or the U.S.
Geological Survey.

2) Mark the boundaries of the proposed addition on county tax maps, overlain on aerials if
available. If tax aerial overlays are not available, aerials or Digital Orthophoto
Quadrangle (DOQs) and tax maps should be submitted. DEP’s Map Direct can also be
used to assist with developing aerial and tax maps.

3) Mark the boundaries of the proposal on Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
county highway maps.
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Project Summary 

The Creeks to Choctawhatchee River Florida Forever Project contributes to the surface water protection of the 
creeks and tributaries that drain into the Choctawhatchee River, an Outstanding Florida Waterway.  The Calkins 
Farm Addition furthers the goals of this project by protecting 630 acres of the watershed of West Pittman Creek 
(including Turner Mill Springs) which discharges into the Choctawhatchee River about one-half mile to the east 
of Calkins Farm.  Calkins Farm is also within one-half mile of the Choctawhatchee River Water Management 
Area, which is owned and managed by the Northwest Florida Water Management District. This project will also 
preserve habitat for a wide range of rare aquatic species. 

 

Attachment A 

1. Location: 

The Calkins Farm Addition is located in northern Holmes County, approximately six miles south of the Alabama 
border, 9 miles north of Westville, and one-quarter mile west of the Choctawhatchee River. The property is 
situated approximately one-quarter mile west of the Choctawhatchee River Water Management Area, managed 
by the Northwest Florida Water Management District. 

2. Resource Characteristics:  

Physical: This addition is composed of 16 contiguous parcels, which contains approximately 2.5 miles of 
creek and Turner Mill Springs.  Turner Mill Springs is of unknown magnitude but is most likely a third 
magnitude spring which feeds into Merrill Branch.  Merrill Branch converges with Bay Branch on the 
property.  Bay Branch flows approximately a quarter mile east where it converges with West Pittman 
Creek. West Pittman Creek then continues east for another mile to its confluence with the 
Choctawhatchee River. (See the Creeks and Tributaries map on page 51).  

The majority of the uplands within the project are planted in timber (~222 acres), with much of the natural 
areas being composed of mixed hardwood coniferous swamps (~63 acres) and mixed wetland hardwoods 
(~77 acres). Additional information can be found on Table A6, located on page 50.   

Biological and Natural Resources: The proposal has the potential to support imperiled and rare aquatic 
species associated with the Choctawhatchee River’s tributaries such as the blacktip shiner (Lythrurus 
atrapiculus), cypress darter (Etheostoma proeliare) and ironcolor shiner (Notropis chalybaeus).  The 
uplands on the property support gopher tortoise and associated species.  

According to the Cooperative Land Cover map (version 3.8), this amendment is comprised of 59% Priority 
2 of the Florida Ecological Greenways lands (B3). Approximately 57% of this project is within the Strategic 
Habitat Conservation Areas (B1), 60% is designated as Sustainable Forestry (G1), and 23% is designated as 
Priority 1 for Rare Species FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities (B2).   

Hydrological: 100% of this project is listed as Priority 5 or higher for Significant Surface Water Protection 
(C5), 48% is listed as Priority 5 or higher for Aquifer Recharge, and 36% is listed as Priority 4 or higher for 
Natural Floodplain Function. There’s approximately 2.5 miles of creeks flowing within the project 
boundary and Turner Mill Springs provides the majority of the flow for Merrill Branch and Bay Branch.  
These creeks converge with West Pittman Creek, a tributary of the Choctawhatchee River (an Outstanding 
Florida Water). 

Archaeological and Historical: There is one recorded site (HO00005) located within the project near 
Turner Mill Springs. This site is located on a raised hill near the spring and includes pottery shards and 
archaic point fragments. Additionally, there are remnants of a mill that once utilized the spring’s 
consistent flow. This mill was operational in the early to mid-1900’s until sometime around the 1960s.  
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3. Public Use Opportunities:  

As this amendment is proposed as less-than-fee, there are limited public use opportunities but the owners are 

interested in offering public access to the spring. 

4. Potential Threats from Development:  

As there is a limited number of towns within this area of Holmes county, threats from development appear to be 
minimal at this time. 

5. Local Resolutions related to the potential public acquisition of the project: 
None known. 

6. Florida Forever Criteria, Goals, and Performance Measures (Section 259.105(4), Florida Statutes): 
This project meets Florida Forever Goals A, B, C, D, G, and I.  Below is evidence of how the proposed addition 
meets these goals. 
Goal A: 

1.  Enhancement of Essential Natural Resources:  359 acres are Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas, 144 
acres are Rare Species FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities, 380 acres are Sustainable Forestry, and 23 
acres are Under-Represented Natural Communities. 
Ecosystem Services:  228 acres of Natural Floodplain Function, 630 acres of Significant Surface Water 
Protection, 166 acres of Functional Wetlands, and 301 acres of Aquifer Recharge. 
Connecting Linkage Corridors: 371 acres are in the Florida Wildlife Corridor. 
2.  The proposed as less-than-fee acquisition (conservation easement). 

 
Goals B through I:  
Table A6 on page 50 lists the number of acres and the percentage of the property for each Florida Forever 
Measure that this project meets for these goals. The Measures met are: B1, B2, B3, B4, C4, C5, C8, D3, G1, G3, 
and I1. 

7. Acquisition Type: 
This addition is proposed as a less-than-fee acquisition (conservation easement). 

Current Property Uses: This addition is a mix of silviculture, natural areas, and open fields. At this time, the 
property is primarily used for timber and recreational activities. There is one residence located near the pond 
and various agricultural structures. 

Rights to be Acquired: Future development rights. 

Rights to be Retained: The owners wish to retain the right to continue the current silviculture operation, 
maintain food plots for hunting, and maintain the property’s current natural condition. The owner will reserve 
the right to build a limited number of residences in the future. 

8. State Acquisition Lists:  
A portion of this property was submitted to the Rural and Family Lands Protection Program in 2025 and was 
ranked number 271. The portion submitted to RFLPP included approximately 387 acres. The owners wish to 
pursue Florida Forever funding to protect the land, natural areas, and multiple creeks that run through it. 
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County Parcel ID Owner Acreage +/-
Market Value

2025
Acquisition Type

Holmes 1624.00-000-000-003.100 CAULKINS LINDA W 37.07 104,741 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1624.00-000-000-006.000 M & L PROPERTIES LC 42 110,267 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-008.000 M & L PROPERTIES LC 239 665,186 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-009.000 M & L PROPERTIES LC 40 113,231 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-009.000 M & L PROPERTIES 135.06 522,377 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-003.000 M & L PROPERTIES LC 75.28 184,540 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-019.000 M & L PROPERTIES LC 30.85 93,401 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-009.100 M & L PROPERTIES LC 1.53 18,360 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-009.300 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.78 11,700 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-009.400 M & L PROPERTIES LC 1 12,000 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-009.500 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.87 13,050 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1626.00-000-000-009.200 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.77 11,550 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-003.300 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.79 13,332 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-003.100 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.78 11,700 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-003.500 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.79 11,850 Less-Than-Fee

Holmes 1625.00-000-000-001.000 M & L PROPERTIES LC 0.79 11,850 Less-Than-Fee

Total: 607.36 $1,909,135

Parcel Summary Table
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the presence of  a depot or like facility. It may be only a point,
such as a platform or siding, designated for the receipt or 
delivery of  freight. No attempt has been made to show all 
drainage canals or ditches.
      All populations are taken from the United States Census
Bureau, in 2010 the population of  Holmes County was        19927.
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Calkins Farm Addition

Florida Forever Measures Evaluation Source: Functional Wetlands1

Date: 3/25/2026 Upland: 464          acres

GIS Acres: 630.4 Wetland: 166          acres

MEASURES

B1: Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas1
Acres % of Project D3: Aquifer Recharge1

Acres % of Project

PRIORITY_5 359.1     57 PRIORITY_3 56.7               9 

Totals: 359.1     57 PRIORITY_4 109.1             17 

PRIORITY_5 135.4             21 

B2: Rare Species FNAI habitat Conservation Priorities1
Acres % of Project Totals: 301.2             48 

PRIORITY_1__HIGHEST_ 143.9     23 

PRIORITY_6 0.3         0 E2: Recreational Trail Opportunities Miles % of Project

Totals: 144.2     23 0 - - 

Totals: - - 

B3: Ecological Greenways1
Acres % of Project

PRIORITY_2 371.1     59 G1: Sustainable Forestry1
Acres % of Project

PRIORITY_5 255.5     41 PRIORITY_3 327.1             52 

Totals: 626.6     99 PRIORITY_4 52.0               8 

PRIORITY_5 0.9 0 

B4: Under-represented Natural Communities1
Acres % of Project Totals: 380.0             60 

PINE_FLATWOODS__G4_ 21.7       3 

UPLAND_HARDWOOD_FOREST__G5_ 1.5         0 G3: Forestland for Recharge1
Acres % of Project

Totals: 23.2       4 PINELANDS_WITHIN_HIGH_PRIORITY_AQUIFER_R 39.3               6 

Totals: 39.3               6 

C4: Natural Floodplain Function1
Acres % of Project

PRIORITY_2 101.4     16 Cooperative Land Cover 3.82

PRIORITY_3 63.8       10 UPLAND_HARDWOOD_FOREST 2.4 0 

PRIORITY_4 62.6       10 UPLAND_CONIFEROUS 133.3             21 

Totals: 227.8     36 MIXED_HARDWOOD_CONIFEROUS 44.2               7 

RURAL_OPEN 4.6 1 

C5: Significant Surface Water Protection1
Acres % of Project TRANSPORTATION 7.8 1 

PRIORITY_2 23.9       4 MIXED_SCRUB_SHRUB_WETLAND 1.3 0 

PRIORITY_3 195.0     31 FLOATING_EMERGENT_AQUATIC_VEGETATION 0.4 0 

PRIORITY_4 280.3     44 MIXED_WETLAND_HARDWOODS 77.1               12 

PRIORITY_5 130.9     21 MIXED_HARDWOOD_CONIFEROUS_SWAMPS 63.5               10 

Totals: 630.1     100 ARTIFICIAL_IMPOUNDMENT_RESERVOIR 27.5               4 

RESIDENTIAL__MED__DENSITY___2_5_DWELLING 0.3 0 

C7: Fragile Coastal Resources1
Acres % of Project HYDRIC_PINE_FLATWOODS 21.3               3 

0 -           - FIELD_CROPS 15.7               2 

Totals: -           - IMPROVED_PASTURE 0.3 0 

UNIMPROVED_WOODLAND_PASTURE 8.9 1 

C8: Functional Wetlands1
Acres % of Project CONIFEROUS_PLANTATIONS 222.0             35 

PRIORITY_2 78.6       12 Totals: 630.6             100 

PRIORITY_3 61.7       10 

PRIORITY_4 25.9       4 Acres % of Project

Totals: 166.2     26 

I1: 100 Year Floodzone3 

Flood Zone A 244.0             39                  

Totals: 244.0             39 

Note: Acres of each resource in the project and percentage of project represented by each resource are listed except where noted.

This analysis converts site boundary into pixels, which causes slight differences from GIS acres; this effect is most noticeable on small sites.

1 Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) calculated from the Florida Forever Conservation Needs Assessment (FFCNA) gis data layers developed by the Florida Natural

  Areas Inventory (FNAI)
2 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and Florida Natural Areas Inventory. 2024. Cooperative Land Cover version 3.8 Vector. Tallahassee, FL
3 https://services1.arcgis.com/CY1LXxl9zlJeBuRZ/arcgis/rest/services/Florida_Region_3_FEMA_Flood_Zones/FeatureServer

Table A6
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