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To: Diana Pepe, DEP/OES                      
From:  Dale R. Jackson, FNAI 
Date:    September 3, 2026 
Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project:  Annutteliga 

Hammock– Fraize Property (Hernando County) 
 
 
The major goal of the Annutteliga Hammock Florida Forever Project (AH) is to conserve the remaining 
forestland between the Withlacoochee State Forest and Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area. 
This will help to preserve some of the last large tracts of longleaf pine sandhills in Florida as well as 
many archaeological sites; protect habitat for a variety of rare and imperiled wildlife and many 
sandhill-dwelling plants including giant orchid; and provide the public with a large area for outdoor 
recreation in this fast-growing region. The ca. 5.1-acre Fraize property in western Hernando County is 
proposed as an addition to the project, to be managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission as part of the Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area. The property is proposed for 
fee simple acquisition. 
 
The Fraize property, located ca. 2 miles northwest of Weeki Wachee, is an inholding within the 
southern end of the 28,000-acre Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area (WMA). The WMA is part 
of a corridor of conservation lands and Florida Forever projects that include Weekiwachee Preserve, 
Weeki Wachee Springs State Park, Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge, Withlacoochee State 
Forest, and the Florida Springs Coastal Greenway Florida Forever Project. A small parcel within AH lies 
within 0.2 mile to the east-southeast. Several additional parcels nested within or contiguous with the 
aforementioned conservation lands lie within 2.5 miles. 
 
About half of the small site supports forested wetlands and a pond that, based on its sub-rectangular 
outline, was obviously created or enhanced. Surrounding the pond in a generally cleared area are a 
small single-family residence, a barn, and several small outbuildings. 
 
The entire site is within a region in which the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
considers the Florida black bear (Ursus americanus floridanus; G5T4/S4, N, N) to be frequent. The 
application notes the occurrence of other rare species (e.g., short-tailed hawk [Buteo brachyurus] and 
swallow-tailed kite [Elanoides forficatus]) within the WMA in general, as well as several others that 
may possibly exist there. FNAI documents gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus, G3/S3, N, ST) on 
slightly higher soils adjacent to the proposal near its southern end. 
 
The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) below is based on the Florida Forever Conservation 
Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a standardized, 
statewide perspective of natural resources. The entire proposal contributes to Ecological Greenways 
(priority 1) and Aquifer Recharge (priority 2), although because the property is small, these 
contributions are minimal from a statewide perspective. Less than 35% of the proposal contributes to 
other FFME measures. 
 



 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 




