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Application for a Boundary Amendment to the Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway 
Florida Forever Project Area 

 

 

 

O’Connor Tract 
857 acres +/-, Putnam County 

Application made by the North Florida Land Trust on behalf of landowner 
Susan Carr, Program Manager  
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Attachment A 

 

 

1. The subject Property is adjacent to the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway (CFG) in Putnam 
County and is approximately 857 acres, of which about 120 acres are submerged by Rodman Reservoir. 
The north and south portions of the property can be accessed via County Highway 315.  The property is 
comprised of 10 tax parcels (see below).  The total tax assessed value (Just Value) is $1,543,650.  

 

 

2. The Florida Park Service’s (FPS) recommends acquisition of the O’Connor property.  It is adjacent to 
the CFG and is situated along the north shoreline of the Rodman Reservoir.  State acquisition is highly 
desired due to both the size (approximately 850 acres) and location of the property.  The property 
encompasses shoreline and submerged areas under the bottom of the Rodman Reservoir including to 
the inundated Ocklawaha River channel.  The property is currently under a single ownership and the 
owners are elderly and would like to sell it to the state.  

The property is a mosaic of pine flatwoods, mixed pine-hardwood hammocks and forests, and sandy 
pine uplands.  According to the Statewide Cooperative Landcover Map the property consists of 
approximately 391 acres Pine Plantation, about 150 acres of mesic and wet flatwoods, 100 acres of 
various forested wetlands, and about 160 acres of lacustrine and associated marshlands (see table 
below for acreages calculated from the Cooperative Landcover Map, version 3.2.5).  Approximately 75 
acres north of Hwy 315 is sandy uplands that were historically longleaf pine sandhill and sandpine scrub.   

Parcel ID
20-11-24-0000-0200-0000
20-11-24-0000-0020-0010
21-11-24-0000-0020-0000
21-11-24-0000-0031-0000
21-11-24-0000-0031-0001
21-11-24-0000-0031-0010
28-11-24-0000-0010-0000
28-11-24-0000-0010-0010
29-11-24-0000-0010-0000
29-11-24-0000-0020-0000
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About half of the property is managed for timber production; many stands are young pine plantations.  
The property is used for recreational hunting, and there are a few temporary structures near the 
lakefront that serve as hunt camps.  There is a clearing and floating dock on the shore of Rodman Lake 
(see photo).  All interior roads are well maintained. 

This property is important for the protection of the Orange Creek and lower Ocklawaha River 
watersheds.  Orange and Cabbage creeks are tributaries to the Rodman Lake and Ocklawaha River, 
which flow into the Lower St. John’s River and eventually the Atlantic Ocean.  In addition, the property is 
the largest parcel in private ownership with significant frontage on Rodman Lake and contains floodplain 
area associated with the confluence of Orange Creek and the lake that are classified as high priority 
(CLIP data ver. 4).  Addition of this property as conservation lands will protect the lake front and 
recreational amenities.   

The lakeshore portions of the property are considered highest priority in the Florida Greenways model 
for landscape connectivity.  The remainder of the property is Priority 2 and 3 greenways.  Conservation 
of this property would provide a linkage between disjunct portions of the Carr Greenways SRA and 
existing Etoniah-Greenways Florida Forever project area.  The property is an important component of 
the Greenways and Ocala National Forest landscape, and the Ocala to Osceola (O2O) Wildlife Corridor.  
Finally, the property has been recognized as an essential piece of the Ocklawaha Preservation Area by 
the North Florida Land Trust, in recognition of its landscape location and conservation values.   
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Temporary hunt camp structure 

 

Clearing near lake front 
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Dock and lakefront 

 

3. The Property is a mixture of wetlands and uplands.  Existing pine plantations may be added to the 
timber inventory of the CFG.   Addition of the property to the CFG would enhance recreation 
opportunities for public enjoyment of Rodman Reservoir, both on the water and surrounding land.  The 
upland areas north of Highway 315 have several sandhill lakes that could be used for fishing, nature 
study and recreation.  Numerous dirt roads provide hiking opportunities.   

 

4. The Property includes approximately one mile of Ocklawaha River shoreline and one mile of Orange 
Creek shoreline which are currently inundated by the Rodman Reservoir. If this property is not acquired 
there is high potential for development due to the size and extensive shoreline area.  Subdivision and 
development could substantially degrade the natural and cultural resources as well as the aesthetic 
attributes of the property, as well as the CFG properties surrounding and adjacent to it. 

Continued private ownership could potentially complicate or inhibit the management of Rodman 
Reservoir considering periodic drawdowns needed to maintain and enhance aquatic and fisheries 
habitat. The State and Federal government owns the majority of shoreline and surrounding lands 
around the 9,000+ acre reservoir. Failure to maintain and enhance this highly valuable management 
asset and protection would be an opportunity lost. 
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Acquisition of this property is important in either scenario because of its significant shoreline, and 
river/creek channel frontage.  Support for this property acquisition provides benefits in either future 
circumstance.   

 

5. There are no known local resolutions in support or opposition to acquisition of the Project.  

 

6. See the below itemized list of how the project meets the Florida Forever criteria.  

 

Goal A: Enhance the coordination and completion of land acquisition projects. 

Measure A1: The property is adjacent to existing public lands, abutting CFG on the East and 
along the shore of Rodman Reservoir.  As the largest privately-owned tract surrounding the 
Reservoir, acquisition would nearly complete State ownership of surrounding lands.  Nearly all 
upland acres (708 acres) are identified as Priority 1 and 2 lands in the Florida Ecological 
Greenways data (as part of the CLIP database).  Acquisition of this property not only enhances 
wildlife habitat but will contribute to connections between existing conservation lands and 
other Florida Forever areas.  The high priority of this tract indicates its important contribution to 
the Florida Wildlife Corridor.  

Goal B: Increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species, natural community and 
landscape levels. 

Measure B1: Most of the property (655 acres) is Priority 2 Strategic Habitat Conservation area, 
and 87 acres classified as Priority 3 (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission data).     

Measure B2:  Most of the property (661 acres) is recognized as Priority 3 for rare species habitat 
conservation by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory.   

Measure B3:  The majority of the uplands are recognized as important landscape linkages in the 
Florida Ecological Greenways data, with about a third (249 acres) classified as Priority 1.  The 
property is ranked highly because of its proximity to existing large conservation landscapes, 
including CFG, Ocala National Forest, and existing conservation easement properties to the 
west.  This property is an essential linkage for networking Florida Forever properties in the 
Southern portion of the Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway project area.   

Measure B4:  The property contains about 165 acres of habitat considered “under-represented” 
by FNAI.  The majority of these acres (150) are Wet Flatwoods in the center of the property.  
There are about 15 acres of Upland Sandhill lakes in the north part of the property (see photo 
on cover page).   

Measure B5:  The property abuts large conservation areas that are designated “landscape scale 
protection areas” of > 50,000 acres.  Addition of this property would enhance these areas.   
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Goal C: Protect, restore and, maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water and 
wetland systems of the state. 

Measure 1: About half (391 acres) of the property is classified as “tree plantation” (Cooperative 
Land Cover data), inhabiting areas suitable for mesic and wet flatwoods.  These areas could be 
restored to a more natural condition with timber management and burning.  Furthermore, the 
sandy uplands of the northern portions support even aged sand pine and are suitable for 
restoration of longleaf pine sandhills and sand pine scrub.  The ~150 of mesic and wet flatwoods 
can similarly be managed for natural area restoration with timber and fire management; the 
latter type is identified as a rare habitat.  The low-lying forested wetlands and floodplains are 
largely intact.   

Measure 4:  The property contains significant floodplain forest areas:  131 acres are Priority 2, 
103 acres are Priority 3, and 67 acres are Priority 4 floodplains as designated in the Florida CLIP 
data. 

Measure 5:  Nearly the entire property is identified for protection of surface waters, with 332 
acres classified as Priority 2 and 3 for surface water protection.   

Measure 8:  About a third of the property (247 acres) is classified as “functional wetlands”.  Of 
this, 230 acres are Priority 2 and 3 (Florida CLIP data).  These include forested wetlands and 
floodplains associated with Rodman and Orange Creek, and upland sandhill lakes north of 
Highway 315. 

Measure 10:  Approximate 100 acres of the property are submerged by Rodman Reservoir.  
Management of invasive aquatic species is an ongoing process, aided by the ability to 
manipulate lake levels.  State ownership of the property will facilitate lake management to 
control invasive species.   

 

Goal D: Ensure that sufficient quantities of water are available to meet the current and future 
needs of natural systems and the citizens of the State 

Measure 1:  Conservation of the entire property would provide protection of water resources in 
Rodman Reservoir and its tributaries (i.e. Orange and Deep Creeks).  Significant acreage of 
floodplain forest would be protected along the lakefront and confluence.  This would protect 
water supplies for citizens and wildlife, as well as provide recreation opportunities. 

Measure 3:  Most of the property is priority for recharge:  211 acres are Priority 2 and 524 acres 
are Priority 3 aquifer recharge lands (CLIP data). 

 

Goal E: Increase natural resources based public recreation or educational opportunities. 

Measure 1: The entire area would be available for natural resources based public recreation and 
education, as acquired in fee and managed by the State DEP.  Water related recreation would be 
particularly enhanced, including boating and fishing on Rodman and other interior lakes. 
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Measure 2:  There are miles of interior two track roads that are suitable for hiking, biking and 
horse riding. 

Goal F:  Preserve Significant Archaeological or Historic Sites. 

Measure 1:  There are five cultural resources recorded in the Florida Master Site File on the 
property; two Resource Groups (rural historic landscapes) and three archaeological sites.  
Previous surveys of the property were not comprehensive -it is likely that significant sites have 
not been recorded, particularly considering proximity to a major river.   

Goal G: Increase the amount of forestland available for sustainable management of natural 
resources. 

Measure 1-2: According to CLIP data for Sustainable Forestry, about half of the property (488 
acres) are ranked as Priority 3 for this purpose.  About 400 acres are currently managed for 
timber production. 

Measure 3:  Most of the upland acres are Priority 2 and 3 recharge areas, and about 2/3 of this 
area is currently managed for timber.    

 

(9)(b) The project is part of an ongoing government effort to restore, protect or develop land areas:  
As the largest privately help lakeshore property on Rodman, protection of this land will benefit state and 
federal restoration efforts regardless of the reservoir’s future.  Contiguous State ownership of lands 
surrounding Rodman, which would be nearly complete with the acquisition of this property, will 
facilitate management of the waterway, including periodic drawdowns and continual water fluctuations.  
In addition, the State can treat invasive aquatics and management for recreation and ecological 
restoration.  Private lakeshore development can hinder such management of Rodman and its tributaries.    

 (9)(b) The project enhances or facilitates management of properties already under public ownership. 
Acquisition of this property will benefit land management of nearby CFG and Ocala National Forest, 
allowing managers to practice large scale burnings and restoration treatments.   

 (9)(l) The project is a joint acquisition, either among public agencies, nonprofit organizations or 
private entities, or by a public-private partnership. 

The North Florida Land Trust is willing to commit resources towards acquisition of this property in the 
form of in-kind support and representation.  The property is within a priority conservation area 
recognized by the Trust.   

 

7.  This project is proposed as a fee simple acquisition.  The landowner is interested in selling the 
property outright as soon as possible.   

8.  The property is proposed as an addition to the Carr Cross Florida Greenway State Recreation and 
Conservation Area.  As such it would be managed by the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection Division of Recreation and Parks.  North Florida Land Trust staff, the landowner’s 
representative, and FDEP staff have toured the property. 
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Attachment B:  Tax Cards for O’Connor property (exported Sept. 2018) 
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Attachment C:  MAPS 
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