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EXTERNAL MESSAGE
This email originated outside of DEP. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking


links, or responding to this email.
Hi Nate –
 
I have a few additional comments from the St. Johns River Water Management District
(District) to add to Sheila’s sent Friday.
 
It appears that the proposed transmission line may extend into a portion of a recorded
Perpetual Conservation Easement (CE; recorded with Lake County Clerk of Courts; Book
1679, Page 1164-1178) that is dedicated to the District.  If any work or structures are proposed
within this CE, it will require an amendment or partial release of the CE prior to any activity
within the CE.
 
If any of the permitting thresholds in 62-330.020(2) are tripped, then the project must meet the
rules under Chapter 370, F.S.; 62-330, F.A.C.; and Applicant’s Handbook Vol I and II.  Any
Environmental Resource Permits needed for this project will be permitted through DEP per the
2007 Operating Agreement between DEP and the District.
 
Thank you, Nicole
 
 
Nicole Martin
Supervising Regulatory Scientist
Bureau of Environmental Resource Regulation
St. Johns River Water Management District
2501 S. Binion Rd.
Apopka, FL 32703
Office: (407) 659-4835
Email:  NMartin@sjrwmd.com   
Website: www.sjrwmd.com  
Connect with us: Newsletter, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest
 
 
 


From: Sheila Theus <STheus@sjrwmd.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 3:35 PM
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To: Nate.Senn@FloridaDEP.gov
Cc: Julia H. Laquidara <jhlaquid@sjrwmd.com>; marbelis.lugo@floridadep.gov
Subject: RE: Transmission Line Siting Application - DEF DeLand West - Dona Vista 230kV (TA25-20) -
Completeness Review


 
Nate:
 
I’ve been asked to forward the following in reference to the Transmission Line Siting
Application referenced above. 
 
The St. Johns River Water Management District (District) requests the applicant be
mindful of the District's rule for Right of Way Easements found in Rule 40C-9.380, Fla.
Admin. Code., and avoid, as much as possible, wetland communities, other functioning
habitats and environmentally sensitive lands when establishing the transmission line
right of way. It is my understanding no other office, bureau or division within the District
has comments to submit at this time.  As the application continues through the process,
the District reserves the right to provide additional comments. 
 
Please let me or Julia (cc’d above) know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Sheila
 
Sheila L. Theus, Director
Real Estate Services Program
St. Johns River Water Management District
4049 Reid Street
Palatka, Florida 32177
386-312-2342 (office)
386-227-0132 (cell)
stheus@sjrwmd.com
www.sjrwmd.com
Connect with us: Newsletter, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest


 


From: Senn, Nate <Nate.Senn@FloridaDEP.gov> 
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Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 3:25 PM
To: Stafford, Cindy <Cindy.Stafford@FloridaDEP.gov>; Duclos, Teayann
<Teayann.Duclos@FloridaDEP.gov>; Anglero, Leo <Leo.Anglero@FloridaDEP.gov>; Alsentzer, Daniel
<Daniel.Alsentzer@FloridaDEP.gov>; Christine Wentzel <cwentzel@sjrwmd.com>; Nicole Martin
<NMartin@sjrwmd.com>; Kaitlin A. Shuler <KAShuler@sjrwmd.com>; Julia H. Laquidara
<jhlaquid@sjrwmd.com>; Adria Harper <aharper@psc.state.fl.us>; Rogers, Scott
<scott.rogers@commerce.fl.gov>; Conservation Planning Services
<conservationplanningservices@myfwc.com>; Wright, Valerie <valerie.wright@commerce.fl.gov>;
Meyer, Joseph <joseph.meyer@myfwc.com>; Ferry, Larame <larame.ferry@myfwc.com>; Cucinella,
Josh <josh.cucinella@myfwc.com>; Zhong, Monica <monica.zhong@dot.state.fl.us>; Shine, Richard
<richard.shine2@dot.state.fl.us>; Combs, April <April.Combs@dot.state.fl.us>;
sharon.jones1@fdacs.gov; alan.davis@fdacs.gov; Lotane, Alissa Slade
<Alissa.Lotane@dos.myflorida.com>; Jon F. Morris - DOS <jon.morris@dos.myflorida.com>; Tobias,
Jennifer L. <jennifer.tobias@dos.fl.gov>; CompliancePermits
<compliancepermits@dos.myflorida.com>; pzinfo@lakecountyfl.gov; Lynch, Seth
<seth.lynch@lakecountyfl.gov>; Dial, Kathleen <kathleen.dial@lakecountyfl.gov>; Fitzgerald, Mike
<mike.fitzgerald@lakecountyfl.gov>; Bonilla, Roberto <roberto.bonilla@lakecountyfl.gov>; Earhart,
Jeffrey <jeff.earhart@lakecountyfl.gov>; karen.maxwell@lakecountyfl.gov; cmcfarlane@volusia.org;
amercer@umatillafl.org; jennifer@stoneandgerken.com; carrinot@eustis.org;
burrowesm@eustis.org; sgarcia@bowenschroth.com; psoria@volusia.org
Cc: Robertson, Robert <Robert.Robertson@FloridaDEP.gov>; Lugo, Marbelis
<Marbelis.Lugo@FloridaDEP.gov>; Watkins, Aaron <Aaron.Watkins@FloridaDEP.gov>
Subject: RE: Transmission Line Siting Application - DEF DeLand West - Dona Vista 230kV (TA25-20) -
Completeness Review


 
Good day all,
 
Here is a reminder to finish reviewing the transmission line application for completeness
as completeness recommendations are due to the Department on Monday, September
22, 2025.
 
If your agency is ready to recommend that the application complete, then please also
include a preliminary statement of issues pursuant to Section 403.526, Florida Statutes.
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have on this or next
steps.
 
Thanks,
 


Nate Senn
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
DWRM Siting Coordination Office
Environmental Consultant
Nate.Senn@FloridaDEP.gov
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Office: 850-717-9111


 
 
From: Senn, Nate 
Sent: Friday, August 22, 2025 11:04 AM
To: Stafford, Cindy <Cindy.Stafford@FloridaDEP.gov>; Duclos, Teayann
<Teayann.Duclos@FloridaDEP.gov>; Anglero, Leo <Leo.Anglero@FloridaDEP.gov>; Fleener, Andrew
<Andrew.Fleener@FloridaDEP.gov>; Alsentzer, Daniel <Daniel.Alsentzer@FloridaDEP.gov>; Christine
Wentzel <cwentzel@sjrwmd.com>; NMartin@sjrwmd.com; KAShuler@sjrwmd.com;
jhlaquid@sjrwmd.com; Adria Harper <aharper@psc.state.fl.us>; Rogers, Scott
<scott.rogers@commerce.fl.gov>; Conservation Planning Services
<conservationplanningservices@myfwc.com>; Wright, Valerie <valerie.wright@commerce.fl.gov>;
Meyer, Joseph <joseph.meyer@myfwc.com>; larame.ferry@myfwc.com; Cucinella, Josh
<josh.cucinella@myfwc.com>; Zhong, Monica <monica.zhong@dot.state.fl.us>; Shine, Richard
<richard.shine2@dot.state.fl.us>; Combs, April <April.Combs@dot.state.fl.us>;
sharon.jones1@fdacs.gov; alan.davis@fdacs.gov; Lotane, Alissa Slade
<Alissa.Lotane@dos.myflorida.com>; Jon F. Morris - DOS <jon.morris@dos.myflorida.com>; Tobias,
Jennifer L. <jennifer.tobias@dos.fl.gov>; CompliancePermits
<compliancepermits@dos.myflorida.com>; pzinfo@lakecountyfl.gov; Lynch, Seth
<seth.lynch@lakecountyfl.gov>; Dial, Kathleen <kathleen.dial@lakecountyfl.gov>; Fitzgerald, Mike
<mike.fitzgerald@lakecountyfl.gov>; Bonilla, Roberto <roberto.bonilla@lakecountyfl.gov>; Earhart,
Jeffrey <jeff.earhart@lakecountyfl.gov>; karen.maxwell@lakecountyfl.gov; cmcfarlane@volusia.org;
amercer@umatillafl.org; jennifer@stoneandgerken.com; carrinot@eustis.org;
burrowesm@eustis.org; sgarcia@bowenschroth.com; psoria@volusia.org
Cc: SCO <SCO@dep.state.fl.us>; Corbari, Kelley <Kelley.Corbari@FloridaDEP.gov>; Reynolds, Patrick
P <Patrick.Reynolds@FloridaDEP.gov>; Roughton, Laurie <Laurie.Roughton@FloridaDEP.gov>;
Robertson, Robert <Robert.Robertson@FloridaDEP.gov>; Lugo, Marbelis
<Marbelis.Lugo@FloridaDEP.gov>; Senn, Nate <Nate.Senn@FloridaDEP.gov>; Watkins, Aaron
<Aaron.Watkins@FloridaDEP.gov>; Phillips, Reggie <Reggie.Phillips@FloridaDEP.gov>;
Jason.Rust@duke-energy.com; Santos, Sarah Anna <sarah.santos@duke-energy.com>; Brooke
Humphrey <bhumphrey@bergersingerman.com>
Subject: Transmission Line Siting Application - DEF DeLand West - Dona Vista 230kV (TA25-20) -
Completeness Review


 
*******Action Required by Monday, September 22, 2025******
 
Good day all,
 
Today, the Department of Environmental Protection’s Siting Coordination Office (SCO) is in
receipt of a Transmission Line Site Certification Application (TA25-20) from Duke Energy
Florida (DEF) to certify a corridor for the proposed DeLand West - Dona Vista 230 kV
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Transmission Line. The application will be processed under the Florida Electric Transmission
Line Siting Act, §§ 403.52-539, Florida Statutes (F.S.). The SCO will coordinate the review
and incorporation of your agencies’ regulatory requirements (excluding federal permits)
during the application process. The project consists of an approximately 26 mile long corridor
from the existing DEF DeLand West substation in Volusia County to the existing DEF Dona
Vista substation in Lake County. 
 
The application is available at the link below:
https://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/Siting/Outgoing/DEF_DeLandWest-DonaVista_TA25-
20/Application/.
The application, as well as other relevant project information will also be available on the
SCO website under “Transmission Lines” at: https://floridadep.gov/air/siting-coordination-
office/content/applications-process
 
The SCO will be sending emails containing detailed information with each approaching
deadline to walk your agency through the process. There will also be a complete schedule
posted on the application website (above) within the next week.
 
 
Currently, with this email the SCO is asking for the following:


Contact information for the individual(s) from your agency with whom we will work
with as the project moves forward. If you are the proper contact, please reply with an
email letting us know. Please let us know if anyone else in your agency should be added
to this distribution list.
Your acknowledgement that we will require your assessment of the application
completeness (including a list of questions, if any). The deadline for submitting your
agency completeness recommendation is Monday, September 22, 2025.


The review for completeness is to determine whether there is enough information
included in the application for your agency to make an adequate review of the
matters within your agency’s jurisdiction.
If your agency determines the application complete, please note that your
completeness recommendation must also include your Preliminary Statements of
Issues (refer to § 403.526(1), F.S.).
Please send your agency’s completeness recommendation through email.
All review comments and requests for additional information from all agencies
(and the DEP district office) will be forwarded collectively to the applicant
through the Department’s filing (as to the completeness of the application) with
the Division of Administrative Hearings (DOAH), the applicant, and all parties.


 
For Lake and Volusia Counties – Please note that transmission lines are exempt from land use
and zoning determinations as they are not considered development (§ 380.04(3), F.S.).
 
The relevant statute language regarding determination of completeness and preliminary
statements of issues is pasted below. I and Marbelis Lugo (contact information below) will be
Case Managers for this project so please contact us should you have any questions. Please
copy both me and Marbelis on all correspondence regarding this application.
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Thank you,
 


Nate Senn
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
DWRM Siting Coordination Office
Environmental Consultant
Nate.Senn@FloridaDEP.gov
Office: 850-717-9111


 
Marbelis Lugo
Environmental Specialist II
Siting Coordination Office
Division of Water Resource Management
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 3500
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400
Office: 850-717-9113 Ext: 59113
marbelis.lugo@floridadep.gov


 
403.5252 Determination of completeness.—
(1)(a) Within 30 days after the filing of an application, the affected agencies shall file a
statement with the department containing the recommendations of each agency concerning the
completeness of the application for certification.
(b) Within 37 days after the filing of the application, the department shall file a statement
with the Division of Administrative Hearings, with the applicant, and with all parties declaring
its position with regard to the completeness of the application. The statement of the
department shall be based upon its consultation with the affected agencies.
(2) If the department declares the application to be incomplete, the applicant, within 14 days
after the filing of the statement by the department, shall file with the Division of
Administrative Hearings, with all parties, and with the department:
(a) A withdrawal of the application;
(b) Additional information necessary to make the application complete. After the department
first determines the application to be incomplete, the time schedules under this act are not
tolled if the applicant makes the application complete within the 14-day period. A subsequent
finding by the department that the application remains incomplete tolls the time schedules
under this act until the application is determined complete;
(c) A statement contesting the department’s determination of incompleteness; or
(d) A statement agreeing with the department and requesting additional time to provide the
information necessary to make the application complete. If the applicant exercises this option,
the time schedules under this act are tolled until the application is determined complete.
(3)(a) If the applicant contests the determination by the department that an application is
incomplete, the administrative law judge shall schedule a hearing on the statement of
completeness. The hearing shall be held as expeditiously as possible, but not later than 21 days
after the filing of the statement by the department. The administrative law judge shall render a
decision within 7 days after the hearing.
(b) Parties to a hearing on the issue of completeness shall include the applicant, the
department, and any agency that has jurisdiction over the matter in dispute. Any substantially
affected person who wishes to become a party to the hearing on the issue of completeness
must file a motion no later than 10 days before the date of the hearing.
(c) If the administrative law judge determines that the application was not complete, the
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applicant shall withdraw the application or make such additional submittals as necessary to
complete it. The time schedules referencing a complete application under this act do not
commence until the application is determined complete.
(d) If the administrative law judge determines that the application was complete at the time it
was declared incomplete, the time schedules referencing a complete application under this act
shall commence upon such determination.
(4) If the applicant provides additional information to address the issues identified in the
determination of incompleteness, each affected agency may submit to the department, no later
than 14 days after the applicant files the additional information, a recommendation on whether
the agency believes the application is complete. Within 21 days after receipt of the additional
information from the applicant submitted under paragraph (2)(b), paragraph (2)(d), or
paragraph (3)(c) and considering the recommendations of the affected agencies, the
department shall determine whether the additional information supplied by an applicant makes
the application complete. If the department finds that the application is still incomplete, the
applicant may exercise any of the options specified in subsection (2) as often as is necessary to
resolve the dispute.
 
403.526 Preliminary statements of issues, reports, and project analyses; studies.—
(1) Each affected agency that is required to file a report in accordance with this section shall
submit a preliminary statement of issues to the department and all parties no later than the
submittal of each agency’s recommendation that the application is complete. The failure to
raise an issue in this preliminary statement of issues does not preclude the issue from being
raised in the agency’s report.
 


We value your opinion. Please take a few minutes to share your comments on the service you
received from the District by clicking this link 


Notices 
• Emails to and from the St. Johns River Water Management District are archived and, unless
exempt or confidential by law, are subject to being made available to the public upon request.
Users should not have an expectation of confidentiality or privacy. 
• Individuals lobbying the District must be registered as lobbyists (§112.3261, Florida
Statutes). Details, applicability and the registration form are available at
http://www.sjrwmd.com/lobbyist/
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