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10.2.3 Land Use Designation Description 
 
Governing Document 
The City of West Palm Beach, Florida Comprehensive Plan was adopted through 
Ordinance No. 4179-08 on December 15, 2008. This is the official governing document 
for land use classifications and designations within the municipal limits of the City of 
West Palm Beach, FL.  
 
The Definitions Element of the City of West Palm Beach Comprehensive Plan classifies 
the Palm Beach County Renewable Energy Park and its facilities, including the 
proposed Palm Beach Renewable Energy Facility No. 2 as Public Facilities: 
 

122. “PUBLIC FACILITIES” means transportation systems or facilities, sewer 
systems or facilities, solid waste systems or facilities, drainage systems or 
facilities, potable water systems or facilities, educational systems or facilities, 
parks and recreation systems or facilities and public health systems or facilities. 

 
The Future Land Use Element of the City of West Palm Beach Comprehensive Plan 
establishes thirteen Future Land Use categories.  The Property has a Community 
Service/Special Impact Zone (CS/SIZ) land use designation.  These categories are 
described in the Future Land Use Element as follows: 
 

Community Service Uses  
 
The Community Service land use category includes Interstate 95, educational 
uses, public buildings and grounds and other public facilities. Educational uses 
include both public and private elementary, middle and high schools as well as 
colleges and universities. Public buildings and grounds include government 
buildings, hospitals and cemeteries. Other public facilities include the City water 
plant and the Florida Power & Light headquarters on Executive Center Drive. The 
acreage for these uses were calculated and reflected on the Existing Land Use 
Map. These same uses, as well as the recreational uses discussed earlier, 
constitute the Community Service land use designation.  

 
Special Impact Zone  
 
Special Impact Zone areas are located throughout West Palm Beach in areas 
possessing great potential for development because of their close proximity to 
major highways and to large residential concentrations. Because of their highly 
visible and sensitive locations, development of these areas will have a great 
impact upon neighboring properties and upon traffic circulation. In order to 
ensure that the development of these areas will not create traffic congestion or 
access problems, and in order to protect neighboring properties from blighting 
influences, development of these areas for multifamily, residential, commercial, 
or industrial purposes is conditional upon approval of specific site development 
plans. Site Plan Review by the City is intended to ensure that the development of 
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these areas will complement and respect the unique characteristics of their 
locations.  
 

Ordinance No. 2281-89 was approved by the City of West Palm Beach on January 22, 
1990 and changed the land use designation for approximately 157 acre in the northern 
portion of the Property from the County designation of Conservation/Very Low – Low 
Residential to DZ/CS – Dotted Zone/Community Service.  (The Dotted Zone designation 
was later reclassified as Special Impact Zone (SIZ)).  Ordinance No. 2190-88 was 
approved by the City of West Palm Beach on October 17, 1988 and changed the land 
use designation for the balance of the property, approximately 1,095 acres, from the 
Palm Beach County designation of Conservation/Very Low to Low Residential to the 
City of West Palm Beach SIZ/CS – Special Impact Zone/Community Service.   

 
Attachments – Land Use Ordinances 
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