William Theodore & Shirlay Jean Medlin

9769 SW 206" Circle Durnellon, Florida 34431 B B
(352) 489-6552 / Cell; {586) 946-0088 Pree AL
August 5, 2008

) ) DEPARTMENT
Kimberly Menchion, Asst. ng. Counsel BRVRONMENTAL %Décnm
Department of Transportation
605 Suwannee Street, M5 58 TAUG 13 2008

Tallahassee, Fi. 32399-0450

SIING COORDINATION
Dear Kimberly Menchion

| am writing to youw about my concern that Progress Energy has and will depreciate my
property value by a huge amount. Progress Energy is going 1o resurrect an abandoned rait line
adjacent to my back yard. Progress Energy said they do not need to purchase my land or
purchase an easement from me. The resurrection of this abandoned rail line will depreciate my
property value and their spokesperson, Gail Simpson, Manager of Public Policy, says that they
DO NOT have to compensate me for depreciation of my property.

We guestioned this abandoned railway before purchasing our lot and were told that the
Florida Forever Land Acquisition Group someday would be putting a Greenway Trail on this
abandoned £5X rail line. We would have NEVER purchased this praoperty, if we had known that
Frogress Energy would come in and once again recenstruct the abandaned rail line and be
running box cars in our backyard to Nuclear Plants. This is very unfair that a 17 billion dollar
project will depreciate the value of my over $500,000.00 home substantially. We have a
beautiful 2 acre lot that we cleared of pine tregs to mirror our beautiful Rainbow River State
Park. We also put in a mini golf course on our beautiful nature setting. We retired here from
Michigan to what we thought was Paradise and invested our retirement money into this
property to find out 3 years after that it will be destroyed by Progress Energy’s Proposed Rail
Line going through our backyard and chasing away all the wildlife, wonders and beauty of
nature provided here. Progress Energy has other options that they could consider without
putting it in our backyard and depreciating our home. It is hard encugh with today’'s economy
te sell a home, but now with Progress Energy’s rail line running in plain view of my Lanai and
pool it will be impossible to recoup our retirement investment.

Here are some of our many concerns:

1. There is currently one railroad crossing in existence in Dunnellon at the junction of
Williams St. and SR 484 which is a main East-West corridor in and out of town. This
new crossing is planned for US Highway 43, a main North-South corridor. if twe
trains arrived at these crossings at or near the same time they would effectively
block the major roads into and out of Dunnellon.

2. The already-heavy traffic on Highway 41 will become worse with a second Dunnellon
railroad crossing and the resufting train delays.
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