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August 15, 2008

Mr. Charles H. Gilmor
9845 SW 191st Avenue
Dunnellon, FL 34432-4246
Dear Mr. Gilmor:

Our office is in receipt of your letter dated August 4, 2008 concerning Progress Energy Florida’s (PEF) proposed industrial rail spur from Dunnellon to the proposed Levy Nuclear Plant site.

As you may know, the Siting Coordination Office of the Department of Environmental Protection (Department) coordinates the review process for power plant applications such as PEF’s Levy County nuclear project referred to in your letter.  In your letter you asked why the proposed rail corridor is the preferred option when less expensive, lower impact, and more direct options are available.
The proposed corridor is submitted by the applicant (Progress Energy) as part of the Site Certification Application.  The Department’s role is to determine (with input from other state agencies) whether all aspects of the project as proposed, comply with applicable regulations.  In other words, we determine whether the proposal (in this case the rail spur) can be built and operated in such a manner that meets or exceeds all applicable state and local regulations.  The scope of our review is limited to the proposal as submitted by the applicant.
I want to thank you for providing me with your input.  You have obviously put a lot of thought and effort into your consideration of this project.  The Power Plant Siting Act requires the Department to prepare an evaluation of PEF’s proposed power plant.  Your letter will become a part of the official file for this project and your comments will be incorporated into our final report.  
For your information, a plain language description of opportunities for public involvement during the processing of Siting Applications can be found at the website below.  http://www.dep.state.fl.us/siting/Information/Public%20Interaction.htm.
The City of Dunnellon is currently reviewing PEF’s Site Certification application.  If you have not already done so, you may want to consider providing input to your City Council members.
Thank you again for your interest and concern.

Sincerely,

Cindy Mulkey, Engineering Spec. 

Siting Coordination Office 

"More Protection, Less Process”
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