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October 9, 2008
Grace Conger, President
Silverthorn Homeowners Association
440 Mallard Lake Drive

Brooksville, FL 34609
Dear Mrs. Conger;

Our office is in receipt of your letter postmarked October 7, 2008 concerning the potential corridor selections, including the proposed transmission lines in Hernando County.  Based upon your letter, it appears that your concerns relate to a Progress Energy (PEF) Application for a proposed Levy County Power Plant and its associated transmission line corridors.  The application for this project was filed with our office on June 2, 2008. 

You may review that application as well as its schedule and the manner in which the project follows the statutory requirements of the Power Plant Siting Act at this web site: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/siting/Highlights/applications.htm#Progress_Energy_Levy_County_Nuclear.  To better understand the statutory process, you may which to read the overview located here; http://www.dep.state.fl.us/siting/Programs/Power_Plant_Siting_Overview.htm
There are numerous opportunities for public involvement. You may wish to familiarize yourself with those here: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/siting/Information/Public%20Interaction.htm
One opportunity was to file an alternative corridor by September 11, 2008.  Another opportunity will be available to you at the public hearing the Administrative Law Judge will schedule during the certification hearing.  The certification hearing is tentatively schedule to occur in the various counties affected by the transmission line corridors during February 23 – March 20, 2009.  Notices will be published in your local newspapers sometime around December 20, 2008.  You may also wish to petition the Administrative Law Judge at the Division of Administrative Hearings to intervene pursuant to 403.508(3)(e), Florida Statutes, which states:
(3)(a)  Parties to the proceeding shall include: 

e)  Other parties may include any person, including those persons enumerated in paragraph (c) who have failed to timely file a notice of intent to be a party, whose substantial interests are affected and being determined by the proceeding and who timely file a motion to intervene pursuant to chapter 120 and applicable rules. Intervention pursuant to this paragraph may be granted at the discretion of the designated administrative law judge and upon such conditions as he or she may prescribe any time prior to 30 days before the commencement of the certification hearing.
Your letter will be maintained on file and included in the Public Comment section of the Department’s Staff Analysis Report.

For further questions on this topic, you may contact either Ann Seiler or me at 850/245-8002.  Thank you again for your interest and concern.

Sincerely,
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Michael P. Halpin, P.E. 

Administrator, Siting Coordination Office 

"More Protection, Less Process”
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