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July 31, 2007

Ms. Pam Oliver

Executive Director, Administration
Alachua County 
12 Southeast First Street
P.O. Box 23817
Gainesville, Florida 32602-3817
Re:  Progress Energy Florida U of F Cogen Plant
Dear Ms. Oliver:

I have reviewed the material attached to your letter of July 18, 2007 concerning the above facility’s pollution control devices.  

In your letter you stated that it has been your understanding that only those devices that control or mitigate air or water pollution are eligible for assessment as pollution control devices pursuant to F.S. 193.621.  You asked for my advice as to the proper interpretation of the statute and relevant rules.
In accordance with §193.621, Florida Statutes, if it becomes necessary for a manufacturing or industrial plant or installation “to install or construct a facility in order to eliminate or reduce industrial air or water pollution, those facilities shall be deemed to have value for purposes of assessment for ad valorem property taxes”.

I agree with your understanding of the statute, and in my opinion, the equipment listed in the “noise” category is not eligible for assessment as pollution control devices.

Additionally, in reviewing the U of F Cogen Plant information, I noted that certification from a Professional Engineer is not included.  It is possible that this information was submitted to you, and is missing from the information I received.  However, I would like to remind you that, in accordance with DEP Rule chapter 62-8, Florida Administrative Code, a current evaluation of their equipment by a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Florida must also be submitted.  

Additionally, the Air category lists exhaust stacks as pollution control equipment.  As a matter of practice, we recommend that only 60% of the value of stacks be used since a “good engineering practice” stack height is 1.5 times higher than adjacent facilities.  

If you have any questions on this determination, please contact me at (850) 245-8002.


Sincerely,


Michael P. Halpin, P.E.


Administrator, Siting Office
“More Protection, Less Process”
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