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September 5, 2007

Mr. Greg Haddock, C.F.E.

Nassau County Property Appraiser

Governmental Complex 

96135 Nassau Place – Suite 4

Yulee, Florida 32097

Re:  Smurfit-Stone Container, Inc.  

Dear Mr. Haddock:

On June 25, 2007 the Siting Office received a fax from your office concerning the above facility’s pollution control devices.  The information provided was not sufficient to demonstrate that all of the equipment listed is equipment that is “primarily for the purpose of pollution control”.  In my response dated June 26, 2007 I made a recommendation to return the submitted information to Smurfit-Stone Container, Inc. (Smurfit) with a request to reevaluate and submit a revised equipment list.  
Since that time, Smurfit has provided a revised equipment list (attached).  I have also had the opportunity to tour the facility and meet with on-site technical staff to discuss the Kraft process and existing pollution control equipment at the facility.
I have reviewed the revised list of equipment and in my opinion, all of the equipment on the revised list is “primarily for the purpose of pollution control” and is eligible for assessment as pollution control devices pursuant to §193.621, Florida Statutes with the following exception.

The lime kiln is an integral part of the Kraft process and is not primarily for the purpose of pollution control.  However, it is noted that the lime kiln provides a means to incinerate noncondensible gases (including TRS).  Therefore, I recommend that you consider allowing a percentage (I suggest perhaps 30 to 40 percent) of the value of the equipment listed as Lime Kiln Process as eligible for assessment as pollution control.  Additionally, it is my opinion that any piping, ducting, etc. installed for the purpose or redirecting the noncondensible gases (that would otherwise vent to the atmosphere) to the kiln are eligible for full assessment.

Additionally (and as stated in my previous letter), certification from the reviewing Professional Engineer is not included.  In accordance with DEP Rule chapter 62-8, Florida Administrative Code, a current evaluation of equipment by a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Florida must be submitted.  My advice is to obtain the Florida registration number for the engineer responsible for the evaluation, and upon such proof of registration, approve accordingly.

If there are any questions on this determination, please contact me at (850) 245-8002.


Sincerely,


Michael P. Halpin, P.E.


Administrator, Siting Office

“More Protection, Less Process”
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