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August 29, 2008

Marcus Saiz de la Mora

Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser

Stephen P. Clark Center

Administrative Division, Suite 710

111 NW 1st Street

Miami, Florida 33128-1984

Re:  FPL Turkey Point Plant  

Dear Sir:

On August 25th, I received your letter dated August 13, 2008.  The letter included several attachments, including a letter signed by Mr. Hamilton Oven (my predecessor) and dated August 16, 2006 related to FPL’s Sanford Power Plant.  Your letter requested that I review this case again, considering this additional information.  

At your request, I have reviewed the information. As you may know, you are not bound by my review, as it is simply a recommendation. As indicated in 193.621(5), Florida Statutes: “If a property appraiser is in doubt whether a taxpayer is entitled, in whole or in part, to an assessment under this section, he or she may refer the matter to the Department of Environmental Protection for a recommendation. If the property appraiser so refers the matter, he or she shall notify the taxpayer of such action. The Department of Environmental Protection shall immediately consider whether or not such taxpayer is so entitled and certify its recommendation to the property appraiser.” 

For your use, I am attaching two reviews which are more current than what you have forwarded me. As you can see, our office has recently dealt with other counties on these same matters (i.e. noise abatement and cooling towers).  

If there are further questions on this determination, you may contact me at (850) 245-8002.


Sincerely,


Michael P. Halpin, P.E.


Administrator, Siting Office

193.621  Assessment of pollution control devices.-- 
(1)  If it becomes necessary for any person, firm or corporation owning or operating a manufacturing or industrial plant or installation to construct or install a facility, as is hereinafter defined, in order to eliminate or reduce industrial air or water pollution, any such facility or facilities shall be deemed to have value for purposes of assessment for ad valorem property taxes no greater than its market value as salvage. Any facility as herein defined heretofore constructed shall be assessed in accordance with this section. 

(2)  If the owner of any manufacturing or industrial plant or installation shall find it necessary in the control of industrial contaminants to demolish and reconstruct that plant or installation in whole or part and the property appraiser determines that such demolition or reconstruction does not substantially increase the capacity or efficiency of such plant or installation or decrease the unit cost of production, then in that event, such demolition or reconstruction shall not be deemed to increase the value of such plant or installation for ad valorem tax assessment purposes. 

(3)  The terms "facility" or "facilities" as used in this section shall be deemed to include any device, fixture, equipment, or machinery used primarily for the control or abatement of pollution or contaminants from manufacturing or industrial plants or installations, but shall not include any public or private domestic sewerage system or treatment works. 

(4)  Any taxpayer claiming the right of assessments for ad valorem taxes under the provisions of this law shall so state in a return filed as provided by law giving a brief description of the facility. The property appraiser may require the taxpayer to produce such additional evidence as may be necessary to establish taxpayer's right to have such properties classified hereunder for assessments. 

(5)  If a property appraiser is in doubt whether a taxpayer is entitled, in whole or in part, to an assessment under this section, he or she may refer the matter to the Department of Environmental Protection for a recommendation. If the property appraiser so refers the matter, he or she shall notify the taxpayer of such action. The Department of Environmental Protection shall immediately consider whether or not such taxpayer is so entitled and certify its recommendation to the property appraiser. 

(6)  The Department of Environmental Protection shall promulgate rules and regulations regarding the application of the tax assessment provisions of this section for the consideration of the several county property appraisers of this state. Such rules and regulations shall be distributed to the several county property appraisers of this state. 
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