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September 30, 2008
Mr. Brian A. Perry
Regional Tax Manager
C/o Tax Department
133 Peachtree Street NE
Atlanta, GA 30303

Re:  Pollution Control Devices  

Dear Mr. Perry:

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Siting Coordination Office (Siting) received a letter dated September 3, 2008 from Georgia-Pacific signed by you and addressed to Hamilton Oven.  Your letter states that Mr. Oven qualified 2006 assets listed in a letter to Mr. Oven from you dated June 8, 2007, as pollution control equipment.  It is my understanding that you are requesting that specific items listed in your recent letter be “qualified” as pollution control equipment.
In accordance with §193.621, Florida Statutes (F.S.), if it becomes necessary for a manufacturing or industrial plant or installation “to install or construct a facility in order to eliminate or reduce industrial air or water pollution, those facilities shall be deemed to have value for purposes of assessment for ad valorem property taxes”.  

According to 193.62(5), F.S. “if a property appraiser is in doubt whether a taxpayer is entitled, in whole or in part, to an assessment under this section, he or she may refer the matter to the Department of Environmental Protection for a recommendation.  If the property appraiser so refers the matter, he or she shall notify the taxpayer of such action.  The DEP shall immediately consider whether or not such taxpayer is so entitled and certify its recommendation to the property appraiser.”

The Siting Office is the appropriate DEP entity to receive such referrals from a county property appraiser.  However, we have received no such request from Putnam County regarding Georgia-Pacific and do not routinely make these recommendations independently from the affected county.  In the event that we receive a request from the Putnam County property appraiser, this office will make a timely recommendation on that request.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (850) 245-8002.


Sincerely,
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Michael P. Halpin, P.E.


Administrator, Siting Office

“More Protection, Less Process”

www.dep.state.fl.us


